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POSTSCRIPT. 

The  following  extract  contains  the  mod  efiential  parti- 
culars in  the  will  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Philip  Dor- 
mer Stanhope,  Earl  of  Chederfield.  The  will  itfelf 
was  contained  in  feven  fkins'of  parchment,  and  was 
dated  June  4,  1772.  The  codicil  was  dated  Feb. 
ii,  1773-  The  Executors  were  Sir  Charles  Hotham^ 
Bart.  K.  B.  now  Sir  Charles  Thompfon,  Beaumont 
Hotham,  Efq;  and  Lovel  Stanhope,  Efq; 

I  PHILIP  DORMER,  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  feri- 
oufly  confidering  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  in 
the  bed,  and  more  particularly  of  my  own,  in  my  de- 
clining date  of  health,  do,  while  in  a  found  date  of  mind, 
make  this  my  lad  will  and  tedament,  intending  to  dif- 
pofe  of  all  my  worldly  affairs,  not  as  humour  may  prompt, 
but  as  juftice  and  equity  feem  to  direct. 

I  mod  humbly  recommend  my  foul  to  the  extenfive 
mercy  of  that  Eternal,  Supreme,  Intelligent  Being  who 
gave  it  me,  mod  earnedly  at  the  fame  time  deprecating 
his  judice.  Satiated  with  the  pompous  follies  of  this 
life,  of  which  I  have  had  an  uncommon  (hare,  I  would 
have  no  podhumous  ones  difplayed  at  my  funeral,  and 
therefore  defire  to  be  buried  in  the  next  burying  place 
to  the  place  where  I  fhall  die,  and  limit  the  whole  of  my 
funeral  to  lool.  I  give,  devile,  and  bequeath  all  my 
manors,  mefluages,  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments whatfoever,  which  I  am  feized  "»f,  intereded  in, 
or  intitled  to,  within  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Bedford, 
Hertford,  Derby,  and  Nottingham,  to  the  ufe  of  my 
Godfon  Philip  Stanhope,  Efq^  fon  of  my  kinfman  Ar- 
thur Stanhope,  Efq;  deceafed,  and  his  afllgns,  for  and 
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during  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  without  impeach^ 
ment  of  waflc.  Apply  the  clear  yearly  fum  of  2500!. 
for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  my  faid  godlun 
Philip  Stanhope  during  his  minority.  And  I  do  declare 
\  e  directed  the  faid  clear  yearly  fum  of  2500!. 
to  be  paid  and  applied  to  a::d  tor  the  ufe  and  bem 
my  laid  godfon,  to  the  intent  that  lie  may  go  and  refidc 
abroad  at  fuch  place  or  places  as  the  perfons  herein  af- 
\vho  are  to  fuperintend  the  education  of  my 
faid  godfon,  fhall  think  proper,  and  to  enable  my 
godfon  to  purfue  his  travels  through  France,  Germany, 
I  and  even  the  northern  couits, 

if  he  plcafc-s,  <lefire  that 

.:;s  go  iin     '  \vluch  1  look  upon  now  to 

be  the  foul  fink  of  a:.d  vices  :  and  I  de- 

fire  that  my  noble  fru  Barlol  1  luntingdonand 

<aid  Sir  C  shall  h\\  :«>lute  di- 

:i  of  the  ed  M  godfon  Philip  Stan- 

hope until  he  Hull  att.iin  his  age  of  21  is  I  know 

of  no  pc:  ie  capable  of  giving  him  the  fentiments 

or  manm  i    The  feveral  dcviles  and  be- 

b  herein  :cr  given  by  me  to  and 

i n  favour  of  r  hope  fhali  be  fub- 

jcft  to  the  condition  a  hereinafter  men 

ih.it   is  t  .  cafe  my  faid   godfon  Philip 

!  at  any  time  hereafter  r  be  con- 

cerned in  the  keeping  of  any  race  horfe  or  race  horfcs, 

ll,  or  refide  one  night  at  New- 
market, that  infamou;  i  ill  man- 

during  the  c  there,  or  fhall  ji 

to  tli  "r  fliall  loie  i1  anic 

r  the  fum  of  500!.  then  and  in  any  of 
i  it  is  my  exprefs  will  that  he  my 

my  eft.;:  mof 

qoool.  to  and   for  the  ufc  of  the  Dean  and   Chaptt 
\Vcilminfl  fuch  offence  or  mifdemcanor 

above 
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above  fpecified,  to  be  recovered  by  aft  ion  of  debt  in  arrjr 
of  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Record  at  Weflminfler.  I 
give  to  my  faid  godfon  Philip  Stanhope  the  large  brilli- 
ant diamond  ring  which  I  commonly  wear  myfelf,  and 
which  was  left  me  by  the  late  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  ; 
and  I  defire  that  the  fame  may  defcend  and  go  as  an 
heir  loom  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Chefterfield.  I  give 

unto  Mrs.  Elizabeth  du  B t,  the  mother  of  my  late 

natural  fon  Philip  Stanhope,  Efq;  deceafed,  500!.  as  a 
fmall  reparation  for  the  injury  I  did  her.  I  give  to  the  faid 
Lovel  Stanhope  and  Beaumont  Hotham  and  their  heirs 
the  feveral  annuities  or  rent  charges  of  lool.  each,  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  Charles  Stanhope  and  Philip  Stan- 
hope, fons  of  my  late  natural  fon  Philip  Stanhope,  upon 
trufl,  that  they  the  faid  truflees  do  apply  the  fame  for 
their  maintenance  and  education  during  their  minority ; 
and  upon  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope  and  Philip  Stanhope 
feverally  attaining  their  feveral  ages  of  21  years,  I  will 
that  the  faid  lad-mentioned  annuities  fhall  ceafe,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  I  give  to  each  of  them  the  faid  Charles  Stan- 
hope and  Philip  Stanhope  one  annuity  or  yearly  rent 
charge  of  lool.  for  and  during  the  term  of  e?^h  of  their 
lives;  i o,oool.  upon  this  truft,  that  the  faid  truflees  do 
immediately  upon  my  death  place  out  and  invefl  the  fame 
in  the  public  funds,  or  on  real  fecurity,  at  interefl  dur- 
ing the  minorities  of  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope  and  Phi- 
lip Stanhope  ;  and  do  and  (hall  at  the  end  of  every  half 
year  place  out  the  interefl  and  dividends  thereof  again  at 
interefl  in  the  fame  funds  as  and  for  an  accumulating 
fund ;  and  that  the  faid  truflees  do  and  fhall  pay  and 
transfer  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  the  faid  fum  of 
io,oool.  and  of  fuch  interefl  and  dividends  as  fhall  fo 
accumulate  as  aforefaid  unto  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope 
upon  his  attaining  his  age  of  21  years,  and  the  other 
moiety  or  half  part  thereof  unto  the  faid  Philip  Stan- 
hope upon  his  attaining  his  age  of  21  years.  I  give  to 

William 
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W\\:  -i  natural  Ton  of  my  late  bro- 

nhopc,  an  annuity  of  lool.  for  his 
and  to  Mrs.  Ilfley,  widow,  an  annuity  of  25! 
her  life,   in  lieu  and  in  difcbarge  of  tlie   like  am; 

>y  my  brother's  will.     I  give  to  William 

J  faithful  fcrvant,   50  guine. 

in  my  icrvice  at  my  death ;  and  to  Jacob  Ubret,  my  old 
groom,  who  has  lived  with  me  above  forty  years,  40 
guineas,  if  in  my  fcrvice  at  my  de  ;  to  all 

my  menial  or  houfhold  fervants  that  lhall  have  lived  svith 
me  five  years  or  upwards  at  the  time  of  my  death,  whom 
I  confider  as  unfortunate  friends,  my  equals  by  na; 
and  my  inferiors  only  by  the  difference  of  our  fortunes, 
.cars  wages  above  what  lhall  be  due  to  them  at  my 
,  and  mourning;  and  to  all  my  other  menial  fer- 
vants  one  year's  wages  and  mourning. 


LORD   CHESTERFIELD'S 

LETTERS. 

j* 
LETTER      I. 
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London,  March  the  291!!,  O.  S.  1750. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

OU  are  now,  I   fuppofe,    at  Naples,    in  a  new 


fcene  of  Virtu^  examining  all  the  curiofities  of 
Herculaneum,  watching  the  eruptions  of  Mount  Ve- 
fuvius,  and  furveying  the  magnificent  churches  and 
public  buildings  by  which  Naples  is  diftinguifhed.  You 
have  a  court  there  into  the  bargain,  which,  I  hope^ 
you  frequent  and  attend  to.  Polite  manners,  a  verfa- 
tility  of  mind,  a  cornplaifance  even  to  enemies,  and 
the  volto  fciolto,  with  the  penfieri  ftretti,  are  only  to  be 
learned  at  courts  -,  and  mud  be  well  learned  by  who- 
ever would  either  Ihine  or  thrive  in  them.  Though 
they  do  not  change  the  nature,  they  fmooth  and  foften 
the  manners  of  mankind.  Vigilance,  dexterity,  and 
flexibility,  fupply  the  place  of  natural  force ;  and  it  is 
the  ableft  mind,  not  the  ftrongeft  body,  that  prevails 
there.  Monfieur  and  Madame  Fogliani  will,  I  am 
fure,  mow  you  all  the  politenefs  of  courts,  for  I  know 
no  better  bred  people  than  they  are  •,  domefticate  your- 
felf  there  while  you  ftay  at  Naples,  and  lay  afide  the 
Englifli  coldnefs  and  formality.  You  have  alfo  a  letter 
to  Comte  Mahoni,  whofe  houfe  I  hope  you  frequent, 
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is  the  rr! 

n  her  to  her  bro;  he  con- 

,;ng. 
to 

;    that  kingdom,     it  has 
had  great  vai 

•   the  general  hill  .!!  enable  you  to 

afk  manv  .s  and   to  i  .;eful  in- 

nunncr  and 

forn  government,  for  'ion  it  has  none, 

bein  .   :uit  the  n 

men-  arc  more 

by  their  i  hina 

the  r.ii  iperors,  ahlblute  as  they 

are,  to  govern  with  jullice  and  equity  ;  as  in  the  other 

orier.  ics  it  is  the  cufto  ern  by 

lence  and  cruelty.     The  K  .iblblute, 

in  fad,  as  any  of  them,  is  Iff  cultom  oen- 

for  I  know  of  no  conllitutional    hai    to   his  will. 

Enj-'  A)W  the  only  n  the  world  that 

the 
peo} 

•!g  little  ; 

con  >  you,  who  ai 

cps. 

nc  rather 

In  fort  i  and 

..ml  how  -. 

.!c   acquaint,'.:  ,  ou  will 

\v  i  t  h 
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with  fo  important  an  affair,  what  belk  pajfion  inflames 
you.  I  intereft  myfelf  mod  in  what  peribnally  con- 
cerns you  moft ;  and  this  is  a  very  critical  year  in  your 
life.  To  talk  like  a  virtuofo,  your  canvas  is,  I  think, 
a  good  one,  and  Raphael  Harte  has  drawn  the  outlines 
admirably  •,  nothing  is  now  wanting  but  the  colouring 
of  Titian,  and  the  Graces,  the  morbidezza  of  Guido  -, 
but  that  is  a  great  deal.  You  muft  get  them  foon,  or 
you  will  never  get  them  at  all.  Per  la  lingua  Italianay 
fonoftcuro  che  lei  tfe  adeffo  profejjore,  ed  al  punto  cfcio  non 
ardifco  dirgli  altra  cofa  in  quella  lingua  fe  non.  Addio. 

LETTER      II. 

London,  April  the  26th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AS  your  journey  to  Paris  approaches,  and  as  that 
period  will,  one  way  or  another,  be  of  infinite 
confequence  to  you,  my  letters  will  henceforvvards  be 
principally  calculated  for  that  meridian.  You  will  be 
left  there  to  your  own  difcretion,  inftead  of  Mr.  Harte's  ; 
and  you  will  allow  me,  I  am  fure,  to  diflruft  a  little 
the  difcretion  of  eighteen.  You  will  find  in  the  Aca- 
demy a  number  of  young  fellows  much  lefs  difcreec 
than  yourfelf  •,  thefe  will  all  be  your  acquaintances ; 
but  look  about  you  firft  and  inquire  into  their  refpec- 
tive  characters,  before  you  form  any  connections  among 
them ;  and,  cateris  paribus,  fingle  out  thofe  of  the 
moft  confiderable  rank  and  family.  Shew  them  a 
diftinguiming  attention,  by  which  means  you  will  get 
into  their  refpective  houfes,  and  keep  the  bed  company. 
All  thofe  French  young  fellows  are  excefilvely  etourdisy 
be  upon  your  guard  againft  fcrapes  and  quarrels  -,  have 
no  corporal  pleafantries  with  them,  nojeux  de  main,  no 
coups  de  chambriere^  which  frequently  bring  on  quarrels. 
Be  as  lively  as  they,  if  you  pleafe,  but  at  the  fame  time 
be  a  little  wifer  than  they.  As  to  letters  you  will  find, 

B  2  rnofi 
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nurant  i  them    witK 

, 

It  is 
but,  on   the  oth< 

.   in   upon   ti, 
E  able  to  allot:  to  you: 

which   conliur.e   a  i 

deal  and  fcn- 

tcntioufly)  that  you  will   :  hours  in 

the  morning,  and  that  for  tru 

much  ac  their  fcrvk;  ugh,  by  tin 

hope  you  will  keep  wifer  company  in  theeveni: 

lull  infill  upon  your  never  going  t  lied 

the  1  rt  of 

1  alfo  of  the  fugitive  and  at- 

cotch   andlrifli:  party  q  and  drunken 

fquabblcs  are  vt  Jo  not  know 

in  all    i  c-houfes 

taverns  arc   by  no  means  en  .iris.     Be 

your  gu  :iit  the  infinite  num- 

ber ''  in- 

.... 

.ifter 
cvioufly 

le  Chevalier   in    a   h 
fonv  -^  accoftsyou  at 

ird    tor   yuu,   he  :e    a 

s  you  his 

:flics  no  atly  than  to  con- 

be  in  his   little  power  to  procure 

/'  bonnetes  gen 

lijfipation  de  I  .;id  he  will  with   the 

the  honour  of  i 

i,  if  you 

j  to  accept  of  this  kind  offer,  and  go  with  him,  you 

wo 
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would  find  au  troifteme  a  handibme,  painted,  and  p — d 
{trumpet,  in  a  tarnifhed  filver  or  gold  fecond-hand 
robe ;  playing  a  fham  party  at  cards  for  livres,  with 
three  or  four  fharpers  well  drafted  enough,  and  digni- 
fied by  the  titles  of  Marquis,  Comte,  and  Chevalier. 
The  lady  receives  you  in  a  mofl  polite  and  gracious 
manner,  and  with  all  thofe  compliments  de  routine  which 
every  French  woman  has  equally.  Though  fhe  loves 
retirement  and  ftiuns  le  grand  monde,  yet  Ihe  confefles 
herfelf  obliged  to  the  Marquis  for  having  procured  her 
fo  ineftimable,  fo  accomplifhed  an  acquaintance  as 
yourfelf;  but  her  concern  is  how  to  amufe  you,  for 
fhe  never  fuffers  play  at  her  houfe  for  above  a  livre ;  if 
you  can  amufe  yourfelf  with  that  low  play  till  fupper, 
a  la  bonne  heure.  Accordingly  you  fit  down  to  that 
little  play,  at  which  the  good  company  takes  care  that 
you  Ihall  win  fifteen  or  fixteen  livres,  which  gives  them 
an  opportunity  of  celebrating  both  your  good  luck,  and 
your  good  play.  Supper  comes  up,  and  a  good  one 
it  is,  upon  the  ftrength  of  your  being  to  pay  for  it. 
La  Marquife  en  fait  les  honneurs  an  mieux,  talks  fenti- 
ments,  m&urs  et  morale  ;  interlarded  with  enjoucment, 
and  accompanied  with  fome  oblique  ogles,  which  bid 
you  not  defpair  in  time.  After  fupper  pharaon,  lan- 
iquenet,  or  quinze  happen  accidentally  to  be  mention- 
ed :  the  Chevalier  propofes  playing  at  one  of  them  for 
half  an  hour  ;  the  Marquife  exclaims  againfl  it,  and 
vows  fhe  will  not  iliffer  it,  but  is  at  lafl  prevailed  upon 
by  being  allured  que  ce  ne  fera  que  pour  des  riens.  Then 
the  wifhed-for  moment  is  come,  the  operation  begins  •, 
you  are  cheated,  at  bed,  of  all  the  money  in  your 
pocket,  and  if  you  flay  late,  very  probably  robbed  of 
your  watch  and  fnuff-box,  poflibiy  murdered  for  greater 
fecurity.  This,  I  can  aflure  you,  is  not  an  exagge- 
rated,  but  a  literal  defcription  of  what  happens  every- 
day to  fome  raw  and  inexperienced  ftranger  at  Paris. 
Remember  to  receive  all  thefe  civil  gentlemen,  who 
take  fuch  a  fancy  to  you  at  firft  fight,  very  coldly, 

and 
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thin:  a  very  : 
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wi(li  you  coulJ,  but  that  fo  litt 
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.rft  diftindtion  at 
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there,  not  to  mention,  that  his  favour  will  be  o) 

to 
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to  you  in  the  Academy  iifclf.     For  the  rcaf jns  which 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  my   lad,  I  would   have  you  be 
interne  in  the  Academy  for   the  firft  fix   months  •,  but 
after  that,  I  promife  you  that  you  (hall  have  lodgings 
of  your  own  dans  un  hotel  garni,  if  in   the  mean  time  I 
hear    well   of  you,    and   that  you    frequent,  and    are 
edeemed  in,  the  bed  French  companies.     You  want 
nothing  now,    thank   God,    but   exterior   advantages, 
that  lad  polifh,  that  tournure  du  mcnde9  and  thofe  graces, 
which  are  fo  neceflary  to  adorn,  and  give  efficacy  to,  the 
mod  folid  merit.     They  are  only  to  Be  acquired  in  the 
bed  companies,  and   better  in  the  bed  French  com- 
panies  than   in  any   other.     You  will   not   wane   op- 
portunities,   for   I    diall   fend    you    letters,    that   will 
cftablifh  you   in  the  mod    didinguiflied    companies, 
not  only  of  the  beau  monde^  but  of  the  beany:  efprits 
too.     Dedicate   therefore,  I  beg  of  you,    that  whole 
year  to  your  own  advantage  and  final  improvement, 
and  do  not  be  diverted  from  thofe  objects  by  idle  difli- 
pations,  low  feduction,  or  bad  example.     After   tnat 
year,  do  whatever  you  pleafe  •,  I  will  interfere  no  longer 
in  your  conduct.     For  I  am  fure  both  you  and  I  lhall 
be  fafe  then.       Adieu. 

LETTER      III. 

London,  April  the  3<Dth  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

MR.  Harte,  who  in  all  his  letters  gives  you  fome 
dafli  of  panegyric,  told  me  in  his  lad  a  thing 
that  pleaies  me  extremely  •,  which  was,  that  at  Rome 
you  had  condantly  preferred  the  edabiilhed  Italian  af- 
femblies,  to  the  Englidi  conventicles  let  up  againd 
them  by  diflenting  Englifh  ladies.  That  fhews  good 
fenfe,  and  that  you  know  what  you  are  lent  abroad  for. 
It  is  of  much  more  confequence  to  know  the  Mores 
multorum  bominum  than  the  Urbes.  Pray  continue  this 

judicious 


8  ivS 

ou  go,  efpecially 

£  togeth  convcrfing  with 

lords  Anglois  is  regularfy,  or  ii 
will  .is  they  r, 

•  ther,  to  the  utter  lofs  of 

;;ood  morning  hours.      Then    they    go    by  coach- 
to  the  d  Not  re- Dame  ; 
from  thence  to  the  Englifli  cofu  -  where 
'•  up  their  tavern  party  for  dinner.      From  tin 
where  they  drink                              -urn  in  clufters  to  the 
[hey  crowd  up  the  ft.  'I  up  in  very 
ill  made  by  a  Scotch  or    Ii:fh  taylor. 
From  the  play  to  the  tavern  again,  wh<  get  very 
drunk,  and   where    they    either  quarrel  among   them- 
fclvc                :ly  forth,  commit  form-   riot  in  the  flu 
and  arc  taken  up  by  the                      <>fe  who  do  not 
cnch  before  they  go,  are   lure  to  learn  none 
there.     Their  tender                                   fo  their  Irilh 
laundrefs  unlefs  by  chance  ibme  itinerant  Fnglifh  wo- 
man,              from  her  hufband,  or   I                :urs  de- 
:  them.                               urn  home,  more 
peti                :  not  more  i;                                    rhey  li-ft 
md   mow,   as  they   think,  their  improvement,  by 
affected  1  y  bo :                     .  :u  1  d  re  fli :  n c  h . 

Connect  yourfelf  while  you   arc    in    France  entirely 

'h  thcoK 
yourfelf  with  the  yor  .form  chearfully  tor 

>ms,  even  to  tlv  not  to  their 

vices.     Do  not  however  remonflrate  or  preach  againfl 

then  Frances  •  ;r  with  your  age.    In 

ch  companies  in  general  you  will   not  find  much 

,    therefore  take  care  not  to  brandifh  yours  in 

fc  wlio    make  them   feel 

own  inferiority.     Conceal  all  your  learning  care- 
fully, 


TOHISSOm  9 

fully,  and  referve  it  for  the  company  of  les  Gens  d'Eg- 
///£,  or  les  Gens  de  Robe  •,  and  even  then  let  them  rather 
extort  it  from  you,  than  find  you  over  willing  to  draw 
it.  You  are  then  thought,  from  that  feeming  unwil- 
lingnefs,  to  have  ftill  more  knowledge  than  it  may  be 
you  really  have,  and  with  the  additional  merit  of  mo- 
defty  into  the  bargain.  A  man  who  talks  of,  or  even 
hints  at,  his  bonnes  fortunes,  is  feldom  believed,  or  if 
believed,  much  blamed  :  whereas  a  man  who  con- 
ceals with  care  is  often  fuppofed  to  have  more  than  he 
has,  and  his  reputation  of  difcretion  gets  him  others. 
It  is  juft  fo  with  a  man  of  learning ;  if  he  affects  to 
fhow  it,  it  is  queftioned,  and  he  is  reckoned  only  fu- 
perficial  ;  but  if  afterwards  it  appears  that  he  really 
has  it,  he  is  pronounced  a  pedant.  Real  merit  of  any 
any  kind,  ubi  ubi  eft  non  poteft  diu  celari  ;  it  will  be  dif- 
covered,  and  nothing  can  depreciate  it,  but  a  man's  ex- 
hibiting it  himfelf.  It  may  not  always  be  rewarded 
as  it  ought,  but  it  |will  always  be  known.  You  will 
in  general  find  the  women  of  the  beau  monde  at  Paris, 
more  inftructed  than  the  men,  who  are  bred  up  fingly 
for  the  army,  and  thrown  into  it  at  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  old  ;  but  then  that  fort  of  education,  which 
makes  them  ignorant  of  books,  gives  them  a  great 
knowledge  of  the  world,  an  eafy  addreis,  and  polite 
manners. 

Fafliion  is  more  tyrannical  at  Paris  than  in  any  other 
place  in  the  world  ;  it  governs  even  more  abfolurely 
than  their  King,  which  is  faying  a  great  deal.  The 
leaft  revolt  againft  it  is  punifhed  by  profcription. 
You  muft  obferve,  and  conform  to  all  the  minucies 
of  it,  if  you  will  be  in  fafhion  there  yourfelf ;  and  if 
you  are  not  in  fafhion,  you  are  no-body.  Get  there- 
fore, at  all  events,  into  the  company  of  thofe  men 
and  women  qui  foment  le  ton  ;  and  though  at  firft  you 
fhould  be  admitted  upon  that  fhining  theatre  only  as  a 
ferfona  muta,  perfift,  perfevere,  and  you  will  foon 

have 


to  rcll 
in  one  co.  uch 

lent  co'  c  of 

, 

lier, 

;   hono 

ex- 

•   peiKl.  i/an- 

r't  point    de 


peit  unite  the   utilf  and  the  </.v/,  -.      ! 

rake 

.mil   in   i, 

;    luvr     hit),  ie    every     v; 

I   havoflbd  clieve,  t  will  do 

Reme; 
thar 

11   l)c    known    t 

• 

May  y-  .  both 


750. 

Ana- 
tur.il,    an/.  I  )t  unbc- 

• 

•ig  eyes  v 
do  not  i  tall  into 

'-ars   ago.     A  young  fellow, 
terminal  to  man  of  ,  II  at  the 
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play,    called  the  Libertine  deftroyed^    a  translation   of 
le  Feftin  de  Pierre^  of  Moliere's.     He   was  fo  ftruck 
with    what   he  thought   the    fine     character    of   the 
Libertine,  that  he   fwore  he  would  be   the  Libertine 
deftroyed.     Some  friends  afked  him,  whether  he  had  not 
better  content  himfelf  with  being  only  the  Libertine, 
but  without  being  deftroyed  ?    to  which  he  anfwered, 
with  great  warmth,    "  No^  for  that  being  deftroyed 
"  was  the  perfection  of  the  whole."    .This,  extrava- 
gant as  it  feems  in  this  light,  is  really  the  cafe  of  many 
an  unfortunate  young  fellow,  who,  captivated  by  the 
name  of  pleafures,  rumes  indifcriminately,  and  with- 
out tafte,   into  them  all,  and  is  finally   deftroyed.     I  am 
not  lloically  advifing,    nor  parfonically  preaching   to 
you,  to  be  a  ftoic  at  your  age ;  far  from  it  :  I  am  point- 
ing out   to    you    the    paths  to   pleafures,     and    am 
endeavouring  only  to  quicken  and  heighten  them  for 
you.     Enjoy  pleafures,  but   Jet  them   be   your  own, 
and  then  you  will  tafte  them  :    but  adopt  none  •,    truft 
to  nature  for  genuine  ones.     The  pleafures  that  you 
would  feel,  you  muft  earn  •,    the  man  who  gives  him- 
felf up  to  all,   feels  none  fenfibly.     Sardanapalus,  I  am 
convinced,  never  felt  any  in  his  life.     Thoie  only  who 
join  ferious  occupations  with  pleafures,  feel  either  as 
they  fhould  do.     Alcibiades,  though  addicted  to  the 
moft  fhameful  excefles,  gave  fome  time  to  philofophy, 
and  fome  to  bufmefs.     Julius  Caefar  joined  bufmefs 
with  pleafure  fo  properly,  that  they  mutually   a/Tided 
each   other  •,    and,  though  he  was  the  hufband  of  all 
the  wives  at  Rome,  he  found  time  to  be  one  of  the 
bell  fcholars,  almoft  the  beft  orator,  and  abfolutely  the 
beft  general  there.     An  uninterrupted  life  of  pleafures 
is  as  infipid  as  contemptible.     Some  hours  given  every 
day  to  ferious  bufmefs,  muft  whet   both  the  mind  and 
the  fenfes,  to  enjoy  thofe*  of   pleafure.     A  furfcited 
glutton,    an   emaciated   fot,  and   an  enervated   rotten 
whore- mafter,  never  enjoy  the  pleafines  to  which  they 

devote 


•:c  then;  lo  many  human 

Th' 

;rc-,  whereas  the-  K.XJ  com- 

and 

non  coir 
In    11) 

muft  m  )t,  be  the  b  .n   of 

.   but  it  i.  -nd  is,   i, 

irticularly   ib    with  regard  to    the 

en,    \vho  h.i  ioft   com  >r    thole 

men,   tl...  ion  with 

;  lex,  frivoloufly  pals  thei; 

and  at  t<,:  \  r!ieir  Innilx-r, 

and  remove  them  irnuure. 

•nen  chu!  .    the  ear 

other  of  their  itn 

it  comniendcd  by  the 

men,  will  al  received  by  r  ^udi 

:heir   vanity,  and    vanity   is   their 

univ  .     A  dillinguifh- 

;i  i    they 
;    the  danger,  in 

the  trin  Jc  a 

••)  (he  who  conquers   only   catches  a 

•id  becomes   the  Have  or  her  captive.     Mais 

la  leur  affair        :  time  between  ufeful 

res.  .rning 

ver- 

ning,  and   figure  ;     not    that 

.iional  hour  at  a  /,;;/>/.  ;i  fitting 

dinner,    the  proper    bufmefs  of  .y  is 

,    which  mn  -  be 

aterfere. 

In  good 

:.un  point  of  delicacy  and  gratifi- 
cation, 
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cation,  but  never  to  excefs  and  riot.  Plays,  operas, 
balls,  fuppers,  gay  convcrfations  in  polite  and  chearful 
companies,  properly  conclude  the  evenings  ;  not  to 
mention  the  tender  looks  that  you  may  direct,  and  the 
fighs  that  you  may  offer,  upon  thefe  feveral  occafions, 
to  f  :;me  propirious  or  unpropitious  female  Deity  ; 
whole  character  and  manners  will  neither  difgrace  nor 
corrupt  yours.  This  is  the  life  of  a  man  of  real  fenfc 
and  pleafure ;  and  by  this  diftribution  of  your  time, 
and  choice  of  your  pleafures,  you  will  be  equally  qua- 
lified for  the  bufy,  or  the  beau  monde.  You  fee  I  am 
not  rigid,  and  do  not  require  that  you  and  I  mould 
be  of  the  fame  age.  What  I  fay  to  you,  therefore, 
mould  have  the  more  weight,  as  coming  from  a  friend, 
not  a  father.  But,  low  company,  and  their  low  vices, 
their  indecent  riots,  and  profligacy,  I  never  will  bear, 
nor  forgive. 

I  have  lately  received  two  volumes  of  Treatifes,  in 
German  and  Latin,  from  Hawkins,  with  your  orders, 
under  your  own  hand,  to  take  care  of  them  for  you, 
which  orders  I  fhall  mod  dutifully  and  punctually  obey, 
and  they  wait  for  you  in  my  library,  together  with 
your  great  collection  of  rare  books,  which  your  mama 
lent  me  upon  removing  from  her  old  houfe. 

I  hope  you  will  not  only  keep  up,  but  improve  in 
your  German,  for  it  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  you  when 
you  come  into  bufmefs,  and  the  more  fo,  as  you  will 
be  almoft  the  only  Engliftiman  who  either  can  fpeak  or 
underftand  it.  Pray  fpeak  it  conftantly  to  all  Germans, 
wherever  you  meet  them,  and  you  will  meet  multitudes 
of  them  at  Paris.  Is  Italian  now  become  eafy  and  fa- 
miliar to  you  ?  Can  you  fpeak  it  with  the  fame  fluency 
that  you  can  fpeak  German  ?  You  cannot  conceive 
what  an  advantage  it  will  give  you,  in  negotiations,  to 
poflefs  Italian,  German,  and  French  perfectly,  fo  as  to 
underftand  all  the  force  and  fineffe  of  thofe  three 
languages.  If  two  men  of  equal  talents  negotiate  to- 
gether, 
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gcthcr,  he  who  beft  underftands  the  language  ii. 
the  negoi  s  carried  on,  will    infallibly    get  the 

better  of  the  otht  one 

>  often  of  great  confluence  in  a  treaty, 

nber  the  graces,  for  without  them  ogni  fatica 
e  vsna.     At1 

I  V. 

London,  May  the  lyth,  O.  S.  1750. 

Yar  out,  and  you  are 
foon  to*li-t  up  for  yourfclf  ;  that  approaching  mo- 
'.  one  for  you,  and  an  anxious  one  for 
me.     A    tradefrr  would   fucceed   in   1 

I  begin  by  ellablifhing  a  charader  of  integrity  and 
good  manner^  ;  without  the  former,  nobody  will  go  to 
:hout  the  latter,  nob  1  go 

there  twice.     This  rule  does  not  exclude  the  fair  arts  of 
I  le  may  fell  his  goods  at  the  bed  price  he 
main  bounds.      !  .1   himk-lf  01 

humour,  th  !  the  fantaflical  taftes  of 

what   he  w.  to  be  good   mull 

be  really  fo,  whit  he  ferioufly  aflerts  mufl  be  true. 

mk- 

;i  higher  life,  and  in  the  great 
•t  loluily 

;  fcrve,   a  character  of  trutli, 
c!  manners,  and  good  morals,  at  his  fir  it 
,  and  fhine  1 

inifb, 

be  exiinguiflicd  \\ith    contempt.      People  cafily 
par«  voting  men,  the  common  irregularities  of 

cc  of  the 
r.     The  heart  never  grows  better  by  age  •,    I 

11   be 
an 
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an  old  one  ;  and  a  young  knave,  will  only  be  a  greater 
knave  as  he  grows  older.     But  fhould  a  bad  young 
heart,  accompanied  with  a  good  head   (which,  by  the 
way,  very  feldom  is  the  cafe)  really  reform  in  a  more 
advanced  age,  from   a   confciouinels  of   its  folly,  as 
well  as  of  its  guilt  •,  fuch  a  converlion  would  only  be 
thought  prudential    and   political,   but   never  fincere. 
I  hope  in  God,  and  I  verily  believe,  that  you  want  no 
moral  virtue.     But,    the   pofleffion   of  all    the  moral 
virtues,  in  aftu  primo>  as  the  logicians  call  it,  is  not 
fufficient  -,  you   mud  have  them  in   aftu  fecundo  too. 
Nay,  that  is  not  fufficient  neither  ;    you  m'uft  have  the 
reputation  of  them  alfo.     Your  character  in  the  world 
muft  be  built  upon  that  folid  foundation,  or  it  will  foon 
fall,  and  upon  your  own  head.     You  cannot  therefore 
be  too  careful,  too  nice,  too  fcrupulous,  in  eftablifh- 
ing  this  character  at  firft,  upon  which  your  whole  de- 
pends.    Let  no  converfation,  no  example,  no  fafhion, 
no  %on  mot,  no  filly  defire  of  feeming  to  be  above, 
what   mod  knaves,  and  many  fools,  call  prejudices, 
ever  tempt  you  to  avow,  excufe,  extenuate,  or  laugh 
at  the  lead  breach  of  morality  ;  but  mew  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  and  take   all  occafions  to  ihow  a  deteftadon 
and  abhorrence  of   it.     There,    though  young,    you 
ought  to  be  ftrict  •,  and  there  only,  while  young,  it  be- 
comes you  to  be  ftrict  and  fevere.  But  there  too,  ipare 
the  perfons,  while  you  lafh  the  crimes.   All  this  relates, 
as  you  eafily  judge,   to  the  vices  of&he  heart,  fuch  as 
lying,  fraud)  envy,  malice,  detraction,  &c.  and,   I  do 
not  extend  it  to  the  little  frailties  of  youth,  flowing  from 
high  fpirits,  and  warm   blood.     It  would  ill  become 
you,   at  yoUr  age,  to  declaim  againft  them,  and  fen- 
tentioufly  cenfure,   a   gallantry,    an    accidental  excefs 
of  the  table,  a  frolic,   an  inadvertency  ;   no,  keep  as 
free  from  them  yourfelf  as  you  can  -,    but,   fay  nothing 
againft  them  in  others.     They  certainly  mend  by  time, 
often  by  reafon  •,   and  a  man's  worldly  character  is  not 

affected 


affctfed  by    then  c  pure  in  all   other 

..e  now  to  a  point  of  much   tefs,  but  yet 

it  your  tirft   letting  out.     Be 

:iil  vanity,  t!. 

mon  .:h-,  but  particularly 

:ty,  that  dubs   a  man  a  cox- 

comi  .racier  which  once  acquired,  is  more'in- 

;c  than  that  of  the  priefthood.      It   is   not  to  be 

med  by  howmany  different  ways  vanity  defeats  its 

own  purpolcs.     One  man  decides   peremptorily   upon 

,   iubjcct,  betrays  his  ignorance  upon  many, 
mews  a  diiguiting  preemption  upon  the  reft.     Another 
:  ar  iuccelsful  among  the  women  ;  he  hints 
at  the  en  cnt  he  has  received  from  thofc  of  the 

molldiltinguilhed  rank  and  beauty,  and  intimates  a  par- 
ticular connection  with  fomc  one-,  if  it  is  true,  it  is  un- 
generous ',  it  is  infamous :  but  in  either  cafe  he 
dcftroys  the  reputation  he  wants  to  get.  Some  flatter 
their  by  little  extraneous  objects,  which  have 
not  the  <  'ion  to  themfelves ;  fuch  as  being  de- 
from,  related  to,  or  acquainted  with  people  of 
.guifhed  merit,  ment  characters.  They 
talk  perpetually  of  their  grandfather  fuch -a- one,  their 
uncle  fuch  a-one,  and  tin  ate  friend,  M 

1C,  whom,    polfibly,  they    are    hardly  ntcd 

with.      Hut;.  ^ouldhav. 

w}ut  il  >  the  more  merit  for  th 

den:  '-inly  not.     On  t1  their  tai. 

,tinous,  proves  their 

rich  man  nev  -ws.     Take  this  rule  ,ted, 

as  a  ncv  at  you  mull   m  \    to 

.  '  r  in  wli'.i !»  vou  have  a  mind  to  fl 

Moi1  )L1  anglc 

.age  will    make  even 

•   as  the  affectation  of 

fur  a  coxcomb.     By 

this 
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this   modefty,  I  do  not  mean  timidity,  and  awkward 
baihfulneis.     On  the  contrary,  be  inwardly  firm  and 
fteady,  know  your  own  value,  whatever  it  may  be,  and 
act  upon  that  principle  ;  but  take  great  care  to  let  no 
body  difcover,    that  you  do  know  your  Own   va 
Whatever  real  merit  you  have,  other  people  will  d 
ver  •,  and  people  always  magnify  their  own  difcove; 
as  they  lefien  thofe  of  others. 

For  God's  fake  revolve  all  thefe  things  ferioufly  in 
your  thoughts,  before  you  launch  out  alone  into  the 
ocean  of  Paris.  Recollect  the  obfervations  that  you 
have  yourfelf  made  upon  mankind,  compare  and  con- 
nect them  with  my  inftructions,  and  then,  act  fylie- 
matically  and  confequentially  from  them  •,  not  au  jour 
la  journee.  Lay  your  little  plan  now,  which  you  will 
hereafter  extend  and  improve  by  your  own  obfervations, 
and  by  the  advice  of  thofe  who  can  never  mean  to 
mJQead  you  ;  I  mean  Mr.  Harce  and  myfelf. 

LETTER        VI. 

London,  May  the  24th,  O.  S.  1750* 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  RECEIVED  yefterday  your  letter  of  the  ;th, 
N.  S.  from  Naples,  to  which  place  I  find  you  have 
travelled  clafiically,  critically,  and  da  virtuofo.  You 
did  right,  for  whatever  is  worth  feeing  at  all,  is  worth 
feeing  well,  and  better  than  mod  people  fee  it.  It  is  a 
poor  and  frivolous  excufe,  when  any  thing  curious  is 
talked  of,  that  one  has  feen,  to  fay,  Ifaw  //,  but  really 
I  did  not  much  mind  it.  Why  did  they  go  to  fee  it,  if  they 
would  not  mind  it  ?  or  why  would  they  not  mind  it 
when  they  faw  it  ?  Now  that  you  are  at  Naples,  you 
pafs  part  of  your  time  there,  en  honnete  homme,  degar- 
bato  cavaliere,  in  the  court,  and  the  beft  companies.  I 
am  told  that  ftrangers  are  received  with  the  utmoft 

hofpitality  at  Prince qut  lui  il  fait  bonne  cbere,  et 

VOL.  II.  C  que 
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;adamt  li  Princtffe  do**t  elen  entiarc  •,   man  f  u  ? 

rtifce  »:  1   in 

is  not    only    tern 

but   rotten.     It   this  be  tr  ,re  it  is, 

one  may  lay  to  h>  fcnfe,  juvenuwque  pi\ 

me  that    you   are    cloathed    in 
.  oung    fellow  fhould    be 

cloaths  are  ib  generally 

.t   to  their  being  fine,  they  lliould  be 

)  eafily  ;    to  >nly   the 

'ing  it   he  fhews 

it,  and  is  no:  in  it  as   if  it  were  a 

I  (h/ink  you  for  your  drawing,  which  I  am  impat; 

.(.{  which  1  fliall  hang  up  in  a  new  gallery 
building  at  Blacl  >ut  I 

am   dill   more  impatient  for    another 
wonder  1  have  not  yet  received,  1  mean  the  copy  of 
your  counter,  length, 

>uld  ftill  fall  a  good  deal   fliort  of  the  dimenfions 
of  t  |    ;ng  after  Pommichii.  h  you  fay  is 

about  eight  ! 

to   be   of  the    family    of   the   Vucolotnoni.      Mr. 

me,  that  he  th::  .;llcT  than 

you  may  vc;  feet 

eigl.  though  1 

would  wifii  you  five  !o   1  not 

;,  that  }-,  I  fay  a 

in  human 
-re,  fo  that  it  would  !  .      But  I 

to  con  i, 

region,  than  the  generality  of 

; 

\  \    \    believe 

c  no  VK  .c  heart-,    you    1  ioubtedly 

a  itock 
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a  flock  both  of  ancient  and  modern  learning,   which, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  nobody  of  your  age   has,  and 
which    mud  now  daily   increafe^    do  what   you  will. 
What  then  do  you  want  towards  that  practicable  degree 
of  perfection  which  I  wifh   you  ?    Nothing*  but   the 
knowledge,  the  turn,  and  the  manners  of  the  world  ; 
I  mean  the  beaumonde.     Thefe,  it  is  impofTible  that  you 
can  yet  have  quite  right  j    they  are  not  given,    they 
muft  be  learned.     But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
impofiible  not  to  acquire  them,  if  one  has  a  mind  to 
them  ;    for  they  are  acquired  infenfibly,    by  keeping 
good  company,  if  one  has  but  the  lead  attention  to 
their  characters  and  manners.     Every  man  becomes,  to 
a  certain  degree,  what   the  people   he  generally  con- 
verfes  with  are.    He  catches   their  air,  their  manners, 
and  even  their  way  of  thinking.    If   he  obferves  with 
attention,  he  will  catch  them  foon,  but  if  he  does  not, 
he  will  at  long  run  contract   them  infenfibly*     I  know 
nothing  in  the  world  but  poetry,  that  is  not  to  be  ac- 
quired by  application  and  care.     The  fum  total  of  this 
is  a  very  comfortable  one  for  you,  as  it  plainly  amounts 
to  this,  in  your  favour  ;    that  you  now  want  nothing 
but  what  even  your  pleafures,  if  they  are  liberal  ones, 
will  teach  you.     I  congratulate  both  you  and  myfelf, 
upon  your  being  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that,  excepting 
your  exercifes,  nothing  is  now  wanting  but  pleafures  to 
complete  you.  Take  them^but  (as  I  am  fure  you  will) 
with  people  of  the  firft  fafhion,  wherever  you  are,   and 
the  bufinefs  is  done  •,    your  exercifes  at  Paris,   which  I. 
am  fure  you  will  attend  to,  will  fupply  and  fafhion  your 
body;    and    the  company  you  will  keep  there,    will, 
with   fome  degree  of  oblcrvation  on  your  part,  foon 
give  you  their  air,  addrefs,  manners,  in  fhort,  k  ton  de 
la  bonne  compagnie.     Let  not  thofe  considerations,  how- 
ever, make  you  vain  ;    they  are  only  between  you  and 
me :  but  as  they  are  very  comfortable  ones,  they  may 
juftly  give  you  a  manly  aflurance,  a  firmnefs,  a^fteadi- 

C  2  nefs, 


ihcr  be  w  ,  or 

ippear  t<>  c  is- 

Ifidcncc   of  onc'^  ;i  abject 

nde^  que 
ce  que  ton  i<u  .iciple  to 

Your 

u  in  var 

will  find  a  cargo  of 

letters,   to  very  di  eople,  as  beaux  efprits^ 

'dies  dames.  Jem 

.  but 

.onitions  in  priv.i  have 

icm  to  do-,  and  confeqiu 
,  the  only  one  thing  now 

iuc  Italian  books  you  have  re 

now  become  t ami  liar  to 

i  Ariofto  anv1  1   then  you   will 

hav  ;  the  Italian  poet  ,  in  my  opinior. 

worth  reading.     In  all  events  when  )ou  get  ; 
take  a  good  I  Italian  m  ith  you  ; 

times  a  week  ;  not  only  to  keep  what  you  have  alrc 
which  you  would  oii  "f^'t,  but  allo  to  pc 

in  the  relt.  It  is  a  «_» 
advantage,  to  be  able  to  ; 
and  well,  in  their  own  1.  tion 

very   thing,  though  in  n, 

ble  ;  however,  they  \  ere,  will 

come   much  nearer   it,  than  thol  and 

Ues  them  «jive   it  up  as   unattainable. 

c  of  praife  which 

will  noble  and  fli  ml  a 

ili an  ferpere  humi, 
tutus 
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tutus  nimium  timidufque  prccell*.     For  men,  as   well  as 
women, 

—Born  to  be  controulecl, 
Stoop  to  the  forward  and  the  bold. 
A  man  who  lets  out  in  the  world  with  real  timidity  and 
diffidence,  has  not  an  equal  chance  for  it  ;  he  will  be 
difcouraged,  put  by,  or  trampled  upon.  Bur,  to  fuc- 
ceed,  a  man,  efpecially  a  young  one,  mould  have  in- 
ward firmnefs,  fteadinefs,  and  intrepidity  ;  with  exte- 
rior modefty,  zndfeeming  diffidence.  He  mud  modeft- 
ly,  but  refoluteJy,  aflert  his  own  rights  and  privileges. 
Suaviter  in  modo  but,  fortiter  in  re.  He  ihould  have 
an  apparent  franknefs,  and  opennefs,  but  with  inward 
caution  and  clofenefs.  All  thefe  things  will  come 
to  you  by  frequenting  and  obferving  good  company. 
And  by  good  company  I  mean  that  fort  of  company, 
which  is  called  good  company  by  every  body  of  that 
place.  When  all  this  is  over,  we  mall  meet  ;  and 
then  we  will  talk  over,  tete  a  fete,  the  various  little 
finifhing  ftrokes,%  which  converfation  and  acquaintance 
occasionally  fuggeft,  and  which  cannot  be  methodically 
written. 

Tell  Mr.  Harte  that  I  have  received  his  two  letters 
of  the  2d  and  8th,  N.  S.  which,  as  foon  as  I  have  re- 
ceived a  third,  I  will  anfwer.  Adieu,  my  dear  !  I  find 
you  will  do. 

LETTER        VII. 

London,  June  the  5th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  received  your  picture,  which  I  have  long 
waited  for  with  impatience-,  I  wanted  to  Ice  your 
countenance,  from  whence  I  am  very  apt,  as  1  believe 
moil  people  are,  to  form  fome  general  opinion  of  the 
mind.  If  the  painter  has  taken  you,  as  well  as  hr  has 
done  Mr,  Harte,  (for  his  pifture  is  by  far  the  moft  like 

I  ever 

2 


L(  r<S 

A   good  conclufior 

\fineffe  \\ 

In  bulk  you  arc  pretty  well  mcreal  ou  •, 

raled  in 

to  complete  it.     ScriouP. 

believe  that  youi  will  make  you  (hoot 

up  to  a  good  fize  ;  your  !  .ill  accounts,  form  to 

pron  excepted,  the   wholrib:i 

.:•  bed  part  of  thole  academical  exnciies.      /.'. 
~ent  leur  bomme.     A  prcpos  of  exeroks  ;    I   have 
prep  v  thing  for  your  reception  at  Monfieur  de 

la  Gueriniere's,  and  your  room,  &c.  ready  at 

your   arriv.tl.     I    am   fure  you   muft   be  fenfiblc  how 

vou  to  be  interne  in  the 
Academy,  for  the  firft  fix  or  leven  months   at  1' 

to  be  en  botcl garni ^    at  fume  dillancc  from  it,  and 
obliged  to  go  very  morning,  let  the  weather  be 

what  it  will,    not  to  mention  th<  f   time  : 

befidcs,  by  1  >\  the  Academy, 

make  an  acquaintance  with  half  the  y 
offafhion  at  litile  while  be  look- 

ed i 

any  one 

n  lure  you  do  not 
but 

i   this    relblution. 
iy,  and  you 

acquire  the  French  /  1  do  not 

[heir  time  ib  well  at  Pans 
Our  \  n  have  generally 

pre- 
e    well    i  in    the 

it  there  ; 

one  been  fuf- 

cd  of  a  gallantn,  !  rcncli  woman  of  condi- 

'ough  <"  (  nch    woman  of   condition    is 

.aving  a  gaiiaiury.     But  they 

take 
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take  up  with  the  drfgraceful  and  dangerous  commerce 
of  proftitutes,  a&refles,  dancing  women,  and  that  fort 
of  trafh  ;  though,  if  they  had  common  addrefs,  better 
achievements  would  be  extremely  eafy.     Un  arrange- 
ment, which  is  in  plain  Englilh  a  gallantry,  is,  at  Paris 
as  neceflary  a  part  of  a  woman  of  fafhion's  eftabli fo- 
ment, as  her  houfe,  table,  coach,  &c.     A  young  fel- 
low mud  therefore  be  a  very  awkward  one,  to  be  redu- 
ced to,  or  of  a  very  fingular  tafle,  to  prefer  drabs  and 
danger  to  a  commerce  (in  the  courfe  of  the  world  riot 
difgraceful)  with  a  woman   of  health,  education,  and 
rank.     Nothing  finks  a  young  man  into  low  company, 
both  of  women  and  men,  to   furely  as  timidity,  and 
diffidence  of  himfelf.     If  he  thinks  that  he  {hell  not, 
he  may  depend  upon  it,  he  will  not  pleafe.     But  with 
proper  endeavours  to  pleafe,  and  a  degree  of  perfuafiou 
that  he  mail,  it  is  almoft  certain  that  he  will.     How 
many   people  does  one  meet  with  every  where,  who 
with  very   moderate  parts,  and  very  little  knowledge, 
pufti  theniielves  pretty  far,  fingly  by  beitjg  fangulne, 
enterprizing,  and  perfevering  ?    They  will  take  no  de- 
nial from  man  or  woman  ;    difficulties  do  not  difcou- 
rage  them  ;  repulfed  twice  or  thrice,  they  rally,  tlvy 
charge  again,   and  nine  times   in  ten  prevail  at  lalu 
The  fame  means  will  much  fooner,  and  more  certainly, 
attain  the  fame  ends,  with  your  parts  and  knowledge. 
You   have   a  fund,  to   be  fanguine   upon,    and  good 
forces  to  rally.     In  bufincfs,  (talents  fuppoled)  nothing 
is  more  effectual,  or  fuccefsful,  than  a  good,  though 
concealed,  opinion  of  one's  felf,  a  firm  resolution,  and 
and  an  unwearied  perfeverance.     None  but  madmen  ar- 
tempt  impoffibilities  •,  and  whatever  is  poflible,  is  o:^. 
way  or  another  to  be  brought  about.     If  one  method 
fails,  try   another,  and  fuit  your  methods  to  the  cha- 
racters you  have  to  do  with.     At  the  treaty  of  the 
Pyrenees,   which  Cardinal  Mazarin,  and   Don  Louis 
de  Haro,  concluded,  dam  lljle  des  Faifans ,    the  latter 
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d  fomc  very  important  points  by  his  conftant  and 

TSv  ,ad  all  the  Italian  i  impa- 

»   Louis  all  the  Spanifh  phlegm  and  te- 

i  mod  at 
the  re-dtablUhment  of  the  Prince 

s  implacable  enemy  i    hut  he  was  in  hade 

onclude,  and  impatient  to  return  to  court,  where 

is.      Don    Louis   obferv- 

and  never  failed  at  every  conference  to  bring 

-  of  the  J  Conde  upon  the  tapis. 

c  time  r<  upon  it ; 

with  the  fane  fats  frtH  as  condantly  per- 
fi(led,  till  In-  ro  the  inten- 

tions and  the  intercfl  both  of  the  Cardinal  and  of  his 
court.     Scnfe  mud  d.  M  what  i- 

ble,  only  difficult  -,  and  fpirit  and 

ranee  will  get  the  better  of  the   latG  '.      1  '•  -ry  man  is 
to  be  had  one  way  or  another,  and  every  woman  almoil 
1  mult   nut  oir.it  one  thing,  which  is  pre- 
;fly   nectlT.iry   to  this,  ar,  i   to  every  thing 

tention,  a  flexibility  of  attention  i  ne- 
ver to  be  wholly  engrofle.l  iccl, 
inftantl)                              ;  relent  one,  be  it  what  it 
in  can  make  but  few  obfcrvations  ; 
.  d  and  i:i  half 

the  circumf  c  flarily   i  :n.      1  Ic 

i  is  aUkiues  make 
e  very   «  ,  and 

ilytobetoler      ,  hut,   in  youth,    they 

cannot  be  forgiven.     If  you  find  that  you  have   the 
lead  tendency  to  the: 
fully,  and  you  may  ; 
them  grow  into  a  habit,  you  will   find  it  very   dif; 

ure  them  hereafter  •,  and  a  worfe  diftemper  I  do  not 
know. 

I  heard 
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I  heard  with  great  fatisfadion  the  other  day,  from 
one  who  has  been  lately  at  Rome,  that  nobody  was 
better  received,  in  the  beft  companies,  than  yourfelf. 
The  fame  thing,  I  dare  fay,  will  happen  to  you  at 
Paris  ;  where  they  are  particularly  kind  to  all  ftrangers, 
who  will  be  civil  to  them,  and  (how  a  defire  of 
pleafing.  But  they  muft  be  flattered  a  little,  not  only 
by  words,  but  by  a  feeming  preference  given  to  their 
country,  their  manners,  and  their  cuftoms  ;  which  is 
but  a  very  fmall  price  to  pay  for  a  very  good  reception. 
Were  I  in  Africa,  I  would  pay  it  to  a  negro  for  his 
wood  will.  Adieu. 

LETTER      VIII. 

London,  June  the  n,  O.  S.  1750. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  Prefident  Montefquieu  (whom  you  will  be 
acquainted  with  at  Paris)  after  having  laid  down 
in  his  book,  de*l*  Efprit  des  Loix,  the  nature  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  three  different  kinds  of  government,  viz. 
the  democratical,  the  monarchical,  and  the  defpotic  •, 
treats  of  the  education  necefTary  for  each  refpective 
form.  His  chapter  upon  the  education  proper  for  the 
monarchical,  I  thought  worth  tranfcribing,  and  fend- 
ing to  you.  You  will  obferve  that  the  monarchy  which 
he  has  in  his  eye  is  France. 

*  Ce  n'eft  point  dans  les  maifons  publiques  ou  Ton 
inftruit  Tenfance,  que  Ton  recoit  dans  les  monarchies 
la  principale  education  •,  c'eft  lorfque  I'on  entre  dans  le 
monde  que   1'education   en  quelque  facon  commence. 
Le    eft  1'taole  de  ce  que  Ton  appelle  1*  honneur,  ce 
maitre  univeriel,  qui  doit  partout  nous  conduire. 

C'eft 

*  Tn  monarchies  the  principal  branch  of  education  is  not  taught 
in  colleges  or  academies.     It  commences,  in  feme  meafure,  at  our 
fetting  out  in  the  world  ;    for  this  is  the  fchool  of  what  we  call 
honour,  that  univcrfal  preceptor  which  ought  every  where  to  be  our 
guide. 

Here 
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n  voit  cr  que  1'on  entend  toujours  trois 
ehofcs,  qu'il  faut  mcttre  dans  It  unc  ccrtaine 

noblcflc,  dans  Ics  mceurs  unc  ccrcainc  franch 
les  rranicrcs  une  certainc  f 

Les  vcrtus  qu'on  n<  r  coujours  moirw 

cc  que  Ton  doit  aux  autrcs,  que  cc  que  Ton   I 

Mcme,elK  L  cc  qui  nous  appcllc  vcrs 

nos  c 

On  n'  as   les   actions  des  hommes  commes 

bonnes,  i  lies,  mais  commc 

grandes  •,  comme  .blcs,  mais  commc  e> 

naircs. 

l)cs  quc  1'honncur  y  peut  trouvcr  quelquc  choic  do 
noble,  il  eft  ou  Ic  juge  qui  les  rend  Icgitimcs,  ou  le 
ibphifte  qui  les  jut 

II  per  met  la  galanteric  lors  qu'ellc  eft  uni<  du 

nent  du  coeur,  ou  a  c  conquete  i  ec  cVit 

la  vraic  raifon  pour  laquelle  les  moeurs  nc  font  ja; 
fi  purcs  dans  les  monarchies,  que  dans  les  gouvt 
mens  .iins. 

II  •  \i    rufe,  lorfcjuVlle  efl  jointe  a  1'idee  de  la 

grandeur  de   1'efprit    ou  dc   la  grandeur  des   affaires, 

comme 

Her-  it  is  that  \vr  oonftantly  hear  three  rules  or  ma  that 

we  fhould  have  a  certain  noblenefs  in  our  virtue;,  a  kind  of  irank- 
r.ef-  in  our  morals,  and  a  particular  politencfs  in  our  behaviour. 

c  virtues  we  are  here  taught,  are  lef^  owe  to  others, 

than  toourfclvcs ;  they  are  net  fo  much  what  draws  us  towards : 
ly,  M  what  diftioguifli  •  our  fellow  citizens. 

-c  the  actions  of  men  are  judged,  not  as  virtuous,  but  as  finn- 
ing ;  not  as  juft,  but  as  great ;  not  as  reafonable,  but  as  cxtraordi- 

When  honour  here  meets  with  any  thing  noble  in  our  a&ior 
is  either  a  judge  vhotn  they 

. 

Il   allows  of  galh-  rh  the  idea  of  fcnftblc  af- 

feclioi  ii  the  reafon  why  we  never 

meet  with  fo  ftrift  a  purity  of  morals  in  monarchies,  as  in  republican 
govc- 

II  allow  i  "g  and  crafr,  when  joined  with  the  notion  of 

greatncis 
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comme  dans  la  politique  dont  les  finefies  ne  Tofienfent 
pas. 

II  ne  defend  1'adulation  que  lorfqu'elle  eft  feparee  de 
1'idee  d'une  grande  fortune,  et  n'eft  jointe  qu'au  fenti- 
ment  de  fa  propre  baflefle. 

A  Tegard  des  mceurs,  j'ai  dit  que  1'education  des 
monarchies  doit  y  mettre  une  certaine  franchife.  On  y 
veut  done  de  la  verite  dans  les  difcours.  Mais  eft-cc 
par  amour  pour  elle  ?  point  du  tout.  On  la  veut  parce 
qu'un  homme  qui  eft  accoutume  a  la  dire  paroit  etre 
hardi  et  libre.  En  effet,  un  tel  homme  femble  ne  de- 
pendre  que  des  chofes,  et  non  pas  de  la  maniere  dont 
un  autre  les  recoit. 

C'eft  ce  qui  fait  qu'autant  que  Ton  y  recommande 
cette  efpece  de  franchife,  autant  on  y  meprife  celle  du 
peuple,  qui  n'a  que  le  venite  et  la  fimplicite  pour  objer. 

Ennn  1'education  dans  les  monarchies  exige  dans  les 
manieres  une  certaine  politeiTe.  Les  hommes  nes  pour 
vivre  enfemble,  font  nes  aufli  pour  fe  plaire-,  et  celui 
qui  n'obferveroit  pas  les  bienfeances,  choquant  tous 

ceux 


greatnefs  of  foul  or  importance  of  affairs  ;  as,  for  inftance,  in  poli- 
tics, with  whofe  fineffes  it  is  far  from  being  offended. 

It  does  not  forbid  adulation,  but  when  feparate  from  the  idea  of  a 
large  fortune,  and  connected  only  with  the  fenfe  of  our  mean  condi- 
tion. 

With  regard  to  morals,  I  have  obferved,  that  the  education  or 
monarchies  oughc  to  admit  of  a  certain  franknefs  and  open  carriage. 
Truth  therefore  in  converfation  is  here  a  neceflary  point.  But  is  it 
for  the  fake  of  truth  ?  By  no  means.  Truth  is  requilite  only,  becaule 
a  perfon  habituated  to  veracity  has  an  air  of  boldnefs  and  freedom. 
And  indeed,  a  man  of  this  ilamp  feems  to  lay  a  ftrefs  only  on  the 
things  themfelves,  not  on  the  manner  in  which  they  are  received. 

Hence  it  is,  that  in  proportion  as  this  kind  of  franknefs  is  com- 
mended, chat  of  the  common  people  is  defpifed,  which  has  nothing 
but  truth  and  fimplicity  for  its  object. 

In  fine,  the  education  of  monarchies  requires  a  certain  politenefs 
of  behaviour.  Man,  a  fociable  animal,  is  formed  to  pleafe  in  foci- 
ety ;  and  a  perfon  that  would  break  through  the  rules  of  decency, 
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ceux  avec  qui  il  \  >it  au  point  qu'il 

aucun  b: 

Mais  cc  n'clt  pas  d'u;  ure  que  la  politefle 

a  coutur  .c  dc 

le  d  i    que    nous   Ion 

polis  :  nous  nous  fcm  des  manieres  que 

-vent  qi;.  Tcflc-,  ct 

que  nou  j  avec  cctte  lortc  dc  gens  que 

get. 

Dans  les  me;  <>litc(Tc  eft  natui 

cour.      l>,  l-.or.'.:-.  cnc  grand   rend  lous  les 

autres  pctits.     De  la  les  ;ie   l*on  it  le 

niondc  •,  de-la  nait  la  politefle,  qui  flattc  autant  c 
qui  font  polis  que  ccux  d  do  qui  ils  le  font, 

parce  quYllc  tail  comprcndre  b  cour,  ou 

qu'on  ell  digne  d'cn  cere. 

confide  a  q 

pre  pour  une  grandeur  cmpnmtcV. 
un  couitifan  que  la  fiennc  une  unc 

taine  nv;de(lie  hi  per  be  qui  fe  rcpand  au-loin,  mais  dont 
1'orgucil  1C   infenli1  >rtion  t! 

diftance  ou  Ton  eft  de  la  lource  dt  indcur. 

On 

fo  as  to  (hock  thofc    he  .    would  lofc    the    public 

clkcni,  and  become  incapable  of  doing  any  good. 

.  generally  i'pc.. 
from  mguifhinj! 

ws  we  ar  mean 

condition,  and  that  we  have  not  heen  bred  up  with  thofc  who  in  all 
4Tf  confidcred  as  the  ftum  of  the  per  , 

jt  court,  one  man  cxccf- 

t    renders    every    body  clfc    li:  i  gard, 

v  fubjecls  ;   hence  that  politcncfs,  equally 

.jally  be- 
.-  court. 

wed  greatnefs. 

than   the    former.     It  infpirc* 
ful  modcfh',  which  (hews  itfclf  extcrnal- 
nfenfibly  diminifi.-s  in  proportion  to  itsdiftance 
c  fouicc  of  this  grea 
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On  trouve  a  la  cour  une  delicatefle  de  gout  en  routes 
chofes,  qui  vient  d'un  ufage  continuel  des  fuperfluites 
d'une  grande  fortune,  de  la  variete  et  furtout  de  la 
latitude  des  plaifirs,  de  la  rnultiplicite,  de  la  confu- 
fion  memo  des  fantaifies,  qui  lorfqu'elles  font  agreables 
y  font  toujours  refues. 

Ceft  fur  routes  ces  chofes  que  1'education  fe  porte 
pour  faire  ce  qu'on  appelle  1'honnete  homme,  qui  a 
routes  les  qualites  et  toutes  les  vertus  que  Ton  demande 
dans  ce  gouvernement. 

La,  Thonneur  fe  melant  par-tout  entre  dans  toutes 
les  fac^ons  de  penfer  et  toutes  les  manieres  de  fentir,  et 
dirige  meme  les  principes. 

Get  honneur  bifarre  fait  que  les  vertus  ne  font  que  ce 
qu'il  vent  et  comme  il  les  veut  j  il  met  de  fon  chef  des 
regies  a  tout  ce  qui  nous  eft  prefcrit  •,  il  etend  ou  il 
borne  nos  devoirs  a  fa  fantaifie,  foit  qu'ils  aient  leur 
fource  dans  la  religion,  dans  la  politique,  ou  dans  la 
morale. 

II  n'y  a  rien  dans  la  monarchic  que  les  loix,  la  reli- 
gion, 

At  court  we  find  a  delicacy  of  tafte  in  every  thing,  a  delicacy 
ariling  from  the  conftant  ufe  of  the  fuperfluities  of  life,  from  the 
variety,  and  efpecially  the  fatiety  of  pleafures,  from  the  multipli- 
city and  even  confufion  of  fancies,  which,  if  they  are  but  agreeable, 
are  fare  of  being  well  received. 

Thefe  are  the  things  which  properly  fall  within  the  province  of 
education,  in  ordei'  to  form  what  we  call  a  man  of  honour,  a  man 
poflefied  of  all  the  qualities  and  virtues  requifite  in  this  kind  of  go- 
vernment. 

Here  it  is  that  honour  interferes  with  every  thing,  mixing  even 
with  people's  manner  of  thinking,  and  directing  their  very  princi- 
ples. 

To  this  whimfical  honour  it  is  owing  that  the  virtues  are  only 
juft  what  it  pleafes  ;  it  adds  rules  of  its  own  invention,  to  every 
thing  prefcribed  to  us;  it  extends  or  limits  our  duties  according  to 
its  own  fancy,  whether  they  proceed  from  religion,  politics,  or 
morality. 

There  is  nothing  fo  (Irongly  inculcated   in  monarchies,  by  the 

laws, 
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gion,  cc  riio;  vent  tant  quc  Pobeifiance  aux 

du  Prince  :  mais  cct   honncur  nous  v 
Ic  Prince  as  nous  prcfcnrc  unc  action  qui 

DOUS  dcfhonore,  parcc  qu'clle  nous  rcndroit  incapable 
dc  k 

uillon  rcfufa  d'afiaffiner  le  Due  de  Guile,  mais   il 
ofTrr  ontre  lui.     Apn." 

Saint  Banhdemi,  Charles  Neuf  ayarr 
gouv  Vi- 

comte  Dorte,  qui  commandoit  dans  Bayonne,  ecrivit 
an  Roi  :  "  Sire,  je  n'  <'•  parmi  Ics  habitans  ( 

tl  gens  dc  guerre,  que  de  bons  citoyens,  de  braves  Ibl- 
•*  dats,  et  pas  un  bourreau  -,  amfi  eux  et  moi  fupplions 
4t  votre  Majeilc  d'employer   nos  bras  ct  no.s   VR 
*•  ci.  ;rand  et  genereux  courage  re- 

gardoit  unc   :  :ie  unc  choie  impol]ible. 

II  n'y  a  rien  que  1'honrv  ,s  ^  la  No- 

blefle,  que  de  iervir  Ic  Prince  a  l;i  gurrre.  Kn  cffcr, 
c'eft  U  proiefllon  dHtini;i.  C  que  Jes  halard'. 

nt  a  la  grandeur. 

Mais  en   impolant  cette   loi,  1'honneur  veut   en 

1'ari 

laws,  by  religion,  and  honour,  as  fubmiflion  to  (he  Prince's  will  ; 
but  ihi»  very  honour  tells  us,  that  the  Prince  never  ought  to  com- 
mand a  difhonourablc  ad  ion,  bccaule  this  would  render  u<>  incapa. 
ble  of  i'crving  him. 

Criilon  rcfufcd  to  afaflinate   the  duke   of  Guife,   but  offered  to 
fight  :^r   the  n. 

having  Cent  orders  to  the  governors  in  the  feveral  provinces  for  the 
Hugonots  to  be   murdered,    Vilcount   Dortc,  who  commanded  at 
.nc,  wrote  thus   to  the  k  ng  the  inhabitants  of 

this  town,  and  your  Majcfty's  troop  ,  much  a» 

one  executioner  ;  they  arc   hor,' 

v  therefore  b€feech  .  i   our  arm 

lives  in  things  that  are  pi  ^rcac   and  generous  loul 

*  upon  a  b*  mpoffiblc. 

mmends  to  the 

i     fl  their  I'm  .lit^ry  capacity.     And  in- 

,  bccaufc  its  danger*,  its  fuc- 

cefs, 
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1'arbitre,  et  s'il  fe  trouve  choque,  il  exige  ou  pcrmct 
qu'on  fe  retire  chez  foi. 

II  veut  qu'on  puiffe  indifferemment  afpirer  aux  em- 
plois  ou  les  refufer ;  il  tient  cette  liberte  au  dcflus  le  la 
fortune  meme. 

L'honneur  a  done  fes  regies  fupremes,  et  1'education 
eft  obligee  de  s'y  conformer.  Les  principales  font, 
qu'il  nous  eft  bien  permis  de  faire  cas  de  notre  fortune, 
mais  qu'il  nous  eit  fouverainement  defendu  d'en  faire 
aucun  de  notre  vie. 

La  feconde  eft,  que  lorfque  nous  avons  etc  une  foi 
places  dans  un  rang,  nous  ne  devons  rien  faire  ni  fouf- 
frir  qui  fafle  voir  que  nous  nous  tenons  inferieurs  a  ce 
rang  meme. 

La  troifieme,  que  les  chofes  que  1'honneur  defend, 
font  plus  rigoureufement  defendues,  lorfque  les  Loix 
ne  concourrent  point  a  Jes  profcrire,  et  que  celles  qu'il 
exige  font  plus  fortement  exigees,  lorfque  les  Loix  ne 
le  demandent  pas. 

Though  our  government  differs  confiderably  from 
the  French,  inafmuch  as  we  have  fixed  laws,  and  con- 
ftitutional  barriers,  for  the  fecurity  of  our  liberties  and 

properties ; 

cefs,  and  even  its  mifcarriages,  are  the  road  to  grandeur.  Yet  this 
very  law  of  its  own  making,  honour  chufes  to  explain  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  any  affront,  it  requires  or  permits  us  to  retire. 

It  infills  alfo  that,  we  {hould  be  at  liberty  either  to  feek  or  to  rejecl 
employments;  a  liberty  which  it  prefers  even  to  an  ample  fortune. 

Honour  therefore  has  its  fupreme  laws,  to  which  education  is 
obliged  to  conform.  The  chief  of  thefe  are,  that  we  are  permitted 
to  fet  a  value  upon  our  fortune,  but  are  abfolutely  forbidden  to  fet 
any  upon  our  lives. 

The  fecond  is,  that  when  we  are  raifed  to  a  port  or  preferment, 
we  ihould  never  do  or  permit  any  thing,  which  may  feem  to  imply 
that  we  look  upon  ourfelves  as  inferior  to  the  rank  we  hold. 

The  third  is,  that  thofe  things  which  honour  forbids,  are  more 
rigoroufly  forbidden,  when  the  laws  do  not  concur  in  the  prohibi- 
tion ;  and  thofe  it  commands,  are  more  ftrongly  infifted  upon, 
when  they  happen  not  to  be  commanded  by  law. 
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properties  -,  yet  the  Prelident's  obfcrvations  hold  p; 

;rue  in  England,  as  i  Though  Mo- 

e  deft  re  to  continue  lo,  and  thole 

who  are   not,    endeavour  to  become    lo ;    hence,  the 
fame  maxims  and  manners  almoll  in  all  courts 
tuoulhefs  and  profulion  encouraged,  the  one  to  finl 
people    into   indolence,  the  other   into   pover 
fcquently    into  dependency.     The  court  the 

world  here,  as  well  as  at  :  and   nothing  more   is 

mea;  -'ying  that  a  man  knows  the  world,   than 

that  he  knows  courts.  In  all  courts  you  mud  expect  to 
meet  with  connections  without  friendfhip,  enmities  with- 
out hatred,  honour  without  virtue,  appearances  laved, 
and  realities  facrifked  -,  good  manners,  with  bad  morals  ; 
and  all  vice  and  virtue  fo  difguifed,  that  whoever  has 
only  reafoned  upon  both,  would  know  neither,  when 
he  firft  met  them  at  court.  It  is  well  that  you  fhould 
know  the  map  of  that  country,  that  when  you  come 
to  travel  in  it,  you  may  do  it  with  greater  fafety. 

jm  all  this,  you  will  of  yourfelf  draw  this  obvious 
conclufion,  that  you  are  in  trutli  but  now  going  to  the 
great  and  important  fchool,  the  world  ;  to  which  Weft- 
minftcr  and  Lcipfig  were  only  the  little  preparatory 

>ls,  as  Mary-lc-bone,  \Vandibr,  &c.  are  to  tl, 
What  you  have  acquired,  will  only  place  you 

in  the  fecond  form  of  this  new  icliool,  inftead  of  the 
firfl.  I'-.i:  if  you  intend,  as  I  fi  ;  >u  do,  to  get 

the  (hell,  you  have  very  different  things  to  learn 

;in  and  Greek  ;  and  which  require  much  more 

fagacity  and  attention,  than  iholc  two  dead  languages: 

the  i  -ire,  the  language 

of   nature  varioufly  .',   and  corrupted  by  paf- 

,    and   habits  :     the    language   of    fi- 

mu!  nutation-,    very    hard,    but    very 

neceflary  to  decypher.     Homer   has  not  half  fo  many, 

nor  fo  difficult  dialects,  as  the  great  book  of  the  fchool 

you 
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you  are  now  going  to.  Obferve  therefore  progrefllvely, 
and  with  the  greatelt  attention,  what  the  bell  fcholars 
in  the  form  immediately  above  you  do,  and  lo  on,  till 
you  get  into  the  fheli  yourfelf.  Adieu. 

Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte  that  I  have  received  !;is  letter  of 
the  2  yth  M  ly  N.  S.  and  that  I  ad  vile  him  never  to  take 
the  Englifh  news-writers  literally,  who  never  yet  in- 
ferted  any  one  thing  quite  right.  I  have  both  his  pa- 
tent and  his  mandamus,  in  both  which  he  is  Walter, 
let  the  news-papers  call  him  what  they  pieufe. 

LETTER      IX. 

London,  July  the  9th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  SHOULD  not  delerve  that  appellation  in  return 
from  you,  if  I  did  not  freely  and  explicitly  inform 
you  of  every  corrigible  defecl,  which  I  may  either  hear 
of,  fufpeft,  or  at  any  time  difcover  in  you.  Thole 
who  in  the  common  courfe  of  the  world  will  call  them- 
felves  your  friends  ;  or  whom,  according  to  the  com- 
mon notions  of  friendship,  you  may  poiTibly  think  fuch, 
will  never  tell  you  of  your  faults,  itill  lefs  of  your 
weaknefles.  But  on  the  contrary,  more  defirous  to 
make  you  their  friend,  than  to  prove  themfelves  yours, 
they  will  flatter  both,  and,  in  truth,  not  be  lorry 
for  either.  Interiorly,  mod  people  enjoy  the  inferio- 
rity of  their  belt  friends.  The  ufeful  and  efTemial  part 
of  friendmip,  to  you,  is  relerved  fingly  for  Mr.  Harte 
and  myfelf ;  our  relations  to  you  (land  pure,  and  un- 
lufpected  of  ail  private  views.  In  whatever  we  lay  to 
you,  we  can  have  no  inreretl  but  yours.  We  can  have 
no  competition,  no  jealoufy,  no  fecret  envy  or  malig- 
nity. We  are  therefore  aiuhoriied  to  rcprelent,  adviic, 
and  remo nitrate;,  and  your  reafon  mutt  till  you  that 
you  ought  to  attend  to,  and  believe  us, 

VOL.  II.  D  I  am 


r*able  hitch  <:>. 

qucntly  : 
bcfoi 

rc- 

pear,  that  your  u,  upon  i  Je  is 

to  lj 

;t  as  the 

to  be  :  fh.in 

Be  yot: 

good,  they  will  be  of  mglc 

birth.     The  btr  :clli, 

it    ill  tune,    it 

touching,  as  they  do  when  well  p 
exa: 

by  an  unfkil  >rmer.     But  to  r  own 

n  cruelty -, 
whie 
importance    Dcmofthenes,    and  one 

enunciation  \  Cicero,    and 

>.n  lay    upon  it  •,  even  the  herb-women  a 
thens  \veretorrcdijudges  of 

of  enuru  .ir,  is  r'ull  as  ne- 

vcrnment,  as  it  <  <  ireece  or 

: unc  or  a  i  tliis 

country,  without  fpt 

you  will   pcrfuade,  you  mull  tirl! 

u(l  tune  your  voice  to  har- 
mony, you    mud    articulate  ever 
you;  mull  be  (Iron    . 

pcrly  rr  hole  together  mut; 

and 

you  '  1C   .^11 

ing  you  havr  ih  one 

1)C  a  co;; 
to  you  in  your  clolet  -u  in 
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the  world.  Let  me  conjure  you  therefore,  to  make 
this  your  only  object,  till  you  have  abfolutely  con- 
quered ic,  for  that  is  in  your  power;  think  of  nothing 
elfe,  read  and  fpeak  for  nothing  elfe.  Read  aloud, 
though  alone,  and  read  articulately  and  distinctly, 
as  if  you  were  reading  in  public,  and  on  the  mod 
important  occafion.  Recite  pieces  of  eloquence, 
declame  fcenes  of  tragedies  to  Mr.  Harte,  as  if  he 
were  a  numerous  audience.  If  there  is  any  par- 
ticular confonant  which  you  have  a  difficulty  in  articu- 
lating, as  I  think  you  had  with  the  R.  Utter  it  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  times,  till  you  have  uttered  it 
right.  Never  fpeak  quick,  till  you  have  hrft  learned 
to  fpeak  well.  In  (liort,  lay  afide  every  boo!;  and  every 
thought,  that  does  not  directly  tend  to  this  great  object, 
abfolutely  decifive  of  your  future  fortune  and  figure. 

The  next  thing  necelTary  in  your  destination,  is, 
writing  correctly,  elegantly,  and  in  a  good  hand  too; 
in  which  three  particulars,  I  am  forry  to  tell  you,  thac 
you  hitherto  fail.  Your  hand-writing  is  a  very  bad 
one,  and  would  make  a  icurvy  figure  in  an  office- 
book  of  letters,  or  even  in  a  lady's  pocket-book.  But: 
that  fault  is  eafily  cured  by  care,  fince  every  man 
who  has  the  ufe  of  his  eyes  and  of  his  right  hand, 


As  to  the  correctnefs  and  elegancy  of  your  writing, 
attention  to  grammar  does  the  one,  and  to  the  bed  au- 
thors the  other.  .  In  your  ktter  to  me  of  the  27th 
June  N.  S.  you  omitted  the  date  of  the  place,  fo  that 
I  only  conjectured  from  the  contents  that  you  were 
at  Rome. 

Thus  I  have,  with  the  truth  and  freedom  of  the  ten- 
dered affection,  told  you  ail  your  defects,  at  lead  all 
that  I  know  or  have  heard  of.  Thank  God  they  are 
all  very  curable,  they  mult  be  cured,  and  I  am  fure 
you  will  cure  them.  That  once  done,  nothing  re- 
mains for  you  to  acquire,  or  for  me  to  wifh  you*  but 

D  2  th- 
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the  turn,  the  ir 
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-,   it  will  make  y 

one  mu  i 
'  will  in  gem 
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.   they 
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,  but  ihuuld  you  hnp- 
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pen)  fall  really  in  love  there,  with  Ibme  women  of 
fafhion  and  fenle,  (for  I  do  not  fuppofe  you  capable  of 
falling  in  love  with  a  (trumpet)  and  that  your  rival, 
without  half  your  parts  or  knowledge,  fhoulcl  get  the 
better  of  you,  merely  by  dint  of  manners,  enjouement^ 
badinage^  &:c.  how  would  you  regret  not  having  fuffi- 
ciently  attended  to  thofe  accomplishments  which  you 
deipilcd  as  fuperficial  and  trifling,  but  which  you  would 
then  find  of  real  confequcnce  in  the  courfe  of  the  world  ! 
Arid  men,  as  well  as  women,  are  taken  by  thofe  exter- 
nal graces.  Shut  up  your  books  then  now  as  a  bufi- 
nefs,  and  open  them  only  as  a  pleafure :  but  let  the 
great  book  of  the  world  be  your  ferious  (ludy  •,  read  it 
over  and  over,  get  it  by  heart,  adopt  its  ityle,  and 
make  it  your  own. 

When  I  caft  up  your  account,  as  it  now  (lands,  I 
rejoice  to  fee  the  balance 4b  much  in  your  favour  -,  and 
that  the  items  per  contra  are  fo  few,  and  of  fuch  a 
nature  that  they  may  be  very  eafily  cancelled.  By  way 
of  debtor  and  creditor,  it  ftands  thus : 
Creditor.  By  French.  Debtor.  To  Englim. 

German.  Enunciation. 

Italian.  Manners. 

Latin. 

Greek. 

Logick. 

Ethicks. 

Hiftory. 
f  Naturae. 
Jus<  Gentium. 
^Publicum. 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  a  very  true  account,  and  a 
very  encouraging  one  for  you.  A  man  who  owes  fo 
little,  can  clear  it  off  in  a  very  little  time,  and  if  he  is 
a  prudent  man  will  -,  whereas  a  man,  who  by  long 
negligence  owes  a  great  deal,  defpairs  of  ever  being 

able 
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London,  Auguft  the  6th,  O.  S.   1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

SINCE  your  letter  from  Sienna,  which  gave  me  a 
very  imperfect  account  both  of  your  illnefs  and 
your  recovery,  I  have  not  received  one  word  either 
from  you  or  Mr.  Harte.  I  impute  this  to  the  care- 
iefsnefs  of  the  pod  fingly ;  and  the  great  diflance  be- 
tween us  at  prelent,  expoles  our  letters  to  thole  acci- 
dents. But  when  you  come  to  Paris,  from  whence  the 
letters  arrive  here  very  regularly,  J  fhall  infill  upon 
your  writing  to  me  conftantly  once  a  week ;  and  tha.t 
upon  the  fame  day,  for  inftance,  every  Thurfday,  that 
I  may  know  by  what  mail  to  expect  your  letter.  I 
fhall  alfo  require  you  to  be  more  minute  in  your  ac- 
count of 'yourfelf  than  you  have  hitherto  been,  or  than 
I  have  required  -,  becaufe  of  the  informations  which  I 
received  from  time  to  time  from  Mr.  Harte.  At  Paris 
you  will  be  out  of  your  time,  and  muftfet  up  for  your- 
felf: it  is  then  that  I  ihall  be  very  felicitous  to  know 
how  you  carry  on  your  bufmefs.  While  Mr.  Harte 
was  your  partner,  the  care  was  his  (hare,  and  the  profit 
yours.  But  at  Paris,  if  you  will  have  the  latter,  you 
muft  take  the  former  along  with  it.  it  will  be  quite  a 
new  world  to  you  ;  very  different  from  the  little  world, 
that  you  have  hitherto  feen  -,  and  you  will  have  much 
more  to  do  in  it.  You  mull  keep  your  little  accounts 
conftantly  every  morning,  if  you  would  not  have  them 
run  into  confufion,  and  fwell  to  a  bulk  that  would 
frighten  you  from  ever  looking  into  them  at  all.  You 
muft  allow  fome  time  for  learning  what  you  do  not 
know,  and  fome  for  keeping  what  you  do  know:  and 
you  muft  leave  a  great  deal  of  time  for  your  pleafures  ; 
which  (I  repeat  it  again)  are  now  become  the  moft  nc- 
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knows  the  force  of  flattery  as  well  as  he  does ;  but  then 
he  knows  how,  when,  and  where  to  give  it;  he  pro- 
portions his  dole  to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient.  lie 
flatters  by  application,  by  inference,  by  comparifon, 
by  hint ;  and  feldorn  directly.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
world  there  is  the  fame  difference,  in  every  thiug,  be- 
tween fyllem  and  practice. 

I  long  to  have  you  at  Paris,  which  is  to  be  your 
great  fchool ;  you  will  be  then  in  a  manner  within 
reach  of  me. 

Tell  me,  are  you  perfectly  recovered,  or  do  yon  flili 
find  any  remaining  complaint  upon  your  lun<>s  ?  Your 
diet  fhould  be  cooling,  and  at  the  fame  time  nourifhing. 
Milks  of  all  kinds  are  proper  for  you ;  wines  of  all 
kinds  bad.  A  great  deal  of  gentle,  and  no  violent, 
exercife,  is  good  for  you.  Adieu.  Gratia*  Fama,  et 
vaktudo  coniingat  abunde. 

LETTER        XL 

London,  Oct.  the  2zd,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THIS  letter  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  find  you,  and 
I  hope  fiifely,  arrived  at  Montpelier ;  from  whence 
I  E/uft  that  Mr.  Harte's  indifpofition  will,  by  being  to- 
tally removed,  allow  you  to  get  to  Paris  before  Chrift- 
.  You  will  there  find  two  people,  who,  though 
both  Englifh,  i  recommend  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
pofilble  to  your  attention  j  and  advife  you  to  form  the 
moil  intimate  connections  with  them  both,  in  their  dif- 
ferent ways.  The  one  is  a  man,  whom  you  already 
know  fomething  of,  but  not  near  enough  :  it  is  the 
earl  of  Huntingdon  •,  who,  next  to  you,  is  the  trueft 
object  of  my  affection  and  efteem  •,  and  who  (I  am 
proud  to  fay  it)  calls  me,  and  confiders  me  as  his  adopt- 
ed father.  His  parts  are  as  quick,  as  his  knowledge  is 
extenfive  •,  and  if  quality  were  worth  putting  into  an 
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iion  of  certain  airs  of  fuperiority,  muft  cement  them. 
The  weaker  party  muft  be  taken  by  the  heart,  his  head 
giving  no  hold  ;  and  he  muft  be  governed,  by  being 
made  to  believe  that  he  governs.  Theie  people,  fkil- 
fully  led,  give  great  weight  to  their  leader.  1  have 
formerly  pointed  ouc  to  you  a  couple  that  I  take  to  be 
proper  objects  for  your  ikill ;  and  you  will  meet  with 
twenty  more,  for  they  are  very  rife. 

The  other  perfon,  whom  1  recommend  to  you,  is  a 
woman  j  not  as  a  woman,  for  that  is  not  immediately 
my  bufmefsj  befides,  I  fear  that  me  is  turned  of  fifty, 
Jt  is  lady  Hervey,  whom  I  directed  you  to  call  on  at 
Dijon ;  but  who,  to  -my  great  joy,  becaufe  to  your 
great  advantage,  pafTes  all  this  winter  at  Paris.  She 
has  been  bred  all  her  Jife  at  courts  5  of  which  (he  has 
acquired  all  the  eafy  good- breeding,  and  politeneis. 
without  the  frivoloufnefs.  She  has  all  the  reading  that 
a  woman  mould  have  ;  and  more  than  any  wsman  need 
have  •,  for  fhe  underflands  Latin  perfectly  well,  though 
fhe  wifely  conceals  it.  "As  fhe  will  look  upon  you  as 
her  fon,  I  defire  that  you  will  look  upon  her  as  my  de- 
legate :  truft,  confult,  and  apply  to  her  without  reierve. 
No  woman  ever  had  more  than  fhe  has,  le  ton  de  la  par- 
faitement  bonne  compagnie,  les  manieres^  engageantes^  et  le  je 
'neffat  quoi  qui  plait.  Defire  her  to  reprove  and  correct 
any,  and  every,  the  leaft  error  and  inaccuracy  in  your 
manners,  air,  addrefs,  t5V.  No  woman,  in  Europe  can 
do  it  fo  well  -,  none  will  do  it  more  willingly,  or  in  a 
properer,  and  more  obliging  manner.  In  fuch  a  cafe 
fhe  will  not  put  you  out  of  countenance,  by  telling  you 
of  it  in  company ;  but  either  intimate  it  by  fomc  fign, 
or  wait  for  an  opportunity  when  you  are  alone  together. 
She  is  alfo  in  the  beft  French  company,  where  ihe  will 
not  only  introduce,  but  puff  you,  if  I  may  ufe  fo  low 
a  word.  And  I  can  aflure  you,  that  it  is  no  little  help, 
in  \hzleaic  monde,  to  be  puffed  there  by  a  fafhionablc 
woman.  I  fend  you  the  inclofed  billet  to  carry  her, 
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confined  to  it :  but  the  mod  interefting  events  of  all  the 
reft  of  Europe  are  allb  inferted,  and  many  of  them 
adorned  by  fhort,  pretty,  and  jull  reflections.  The 
new  edition  of  les  Memoires  de  Sully,  in  three  quarto 
volumes,  is  allb  extremely  well  worth  your  reading, 
as  it  will  give  you  a  clearer  and  truer  notion  of  one  of 
the  moll  interefting  periods  of  the  French  hiftory,  than 
you  can  yet  have  formed,  from  all  the  other  books  you 
may  have  read  upon  the  fubject.  That  Prince,  I  mean 
Henry  the  Fourth,  had  all  the  accomplifhments  and 
virtues  of  a  hero,  and  of  a  King  ;  and  almoft  of  a  man. 
The  laft  are  the  moft  rarely  feen  ;  may  you  pofTefs  them 
all.  Adieu. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  and  let 
him  know  that  I  have  this  moment  received  his  letter 
of  the  1 2th,  N.  S.  from  Antibes.  It  requires  no  im- 
mediate anfwer,  I  fhall  therefore  delay  mine  till  I  have 
another  from  him.  Give  him  the  enclofed,  which  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Eliot. 

LETTER       XII. 

London,  Nov.  the  ift,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  HOPE  that  this  letter  will  not  find  you  ftill  at 
Montpelier,  but  rather  be  lent  after  you  from 
thence  to  Paris,  where,  I  am  perfuadecl,  that  Mr. 
Harte  could  find  as  good  advice  for  his  leg  as  at  Mont- 
pelier, if  not  better  ;  but  if  he  is  of  a  different  opinion, 
I  am  fure  you  ought  to  ftay  there  as  long  as  he  de- 
fires. 

While  you  are  in  France,  I  could  wifh  that  the  hours 
you  allot  for  hiftorical  amufement,  fhould  be  entirely 
devoted  to  the  hiftory  of  France.  One  always  reads 
hiftory  to  moft  advantage,  in  that  country  to  which  it 
is  relative  •,  not  only  books,  but  perfons  being  ever  at 
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period.     A  judicious  reader  of  hiftory   will  fave  him- 
felf  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble,  by  attending  with 
care  only  to  thole  mterefting  periods  of  hiftory,  which 
fnrnifh  remarkable  events  and  make  zeras -,  and  going 
(lightly  over  the  common  run  of  events.     Some  people 
read  hiftory,  as  others   read    the    Pilgrim's  Progrefs  •, 
giving  equal  attention  to,  and  indifcriminately  loading 
their  memories    with   every  part  alike.     But  I  would 
have  you  read  it  in  a  different  manner  :  take  the  fhortelfc 
general  hiftory   you   can  find  of  every  country  j  and 
mark  down  in  that  hiftory  the  moft  important  periods, 
fuch  as  conquefts,  changes   of  Kings,  and  alterations 
of  the  form  of  government ;  and  then  have  recourfe  to 
more  extenfive  hiftories,  or  particular  treadles,  relative 
to  thofe  great  points.     Conlider  them  well,  trace   up 
their  caules,  and  follow  their  confequences.     For  in- 
ftancc,  there  is    a  moft  excellent,    though  very  ihort 
hiftory  of  France,  by  le  Gendre.    Read  that  with  atten- 
tion, and  you  will  know  enough  of  the  general  hiftory  ; 
but  when  you  find  there  iuch  remarkable  periods  as  are 
above  mentioned,  confult  Mezeray,  and  other  the  beft 
and   minuted    hiilorians,  as   well   as   political  treatifes 
upon  thofe  fubje&s.     In  later  times,  Memoirs,  from 
thole  of  Philip  de  Commines,  down  to  the  innumera- 
ble ones  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Xl.Vth,  have  been 
of  great  ufe,  and  thrown  great  light  upon  particular 
parts  of  hiftory. 

Converfation  In  France,  if  you  have  the  addrefs  and 
dexterity  to  turn  it  upon  uleful  fubjefts,  will  exceed- 
ingly . T* prove  your  hiftoricai  knowledge;  for  people 
there,  'aflically  ignorant  they  may  be,  think 

it  a  fh  aie  to  be  ignorant  of  the  hiftory  of  their  own 
country  :  they  read  that,  if  they  read  nothing  elfe,  and 
havin  often  read  nothing  elfe,  are  proud  of  having 
read  that,  and  talk  of  it  willingly  ;  even  the  women  are 
well  inftruft  t  fort  of  reading.  I  am  far  from 

meaning  by  this,  that  you   fliould  always  be  talking 
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fulnefs,  and  mauvaife  bonte.  For  my  parr,  I  fee  no 
impudence,  but,  on  the  contrary,  infinite  utility  and 
advantage,  in  prefenting  one's  felf  with  the  lame  cool- 
nefs  and  unconcern,  in  any,  and  every  company  j  till 
one  can  do  that,  I  am  very  fure  that  one  can  never  pre- 
lent  one's  felf  well.  Whatever  is  done  under  that 
concern  and  embarraflment,  muft  be  ill  done  -,  and, 
till  a  man  is  abfolutely  eafy  and  unconcerned  in  every 
company,  he  will  never  be  thought  to  have  kept  good, 
nor  be  very  welcome  in  it.  A  lleady  afiurance,  with 
feeming  modefty,  is  poffibly  the  mod  ufeful  qualifica- 
tion that  a  man  can  have  in  every  part  of  life.  A  man 
would  certainly  make  a  very  confiderable  fortune  and 
figure  in  the  world,  whofe  modefty  and  timidity  fhould 
often,  as  bafhfulnefs  always  does,  put  him  in  the  de- 
plorable and  lamentable  fituation  of  the  pious  tineas, 
when,  obftuputt  Jleteruntque  corn*  ;  et  vox  faucibus  h<efit< 
Fortune  (as  well  as  women) 

• Born  to  be  controuled, 

Stoops  to  the  forward  and  the  bold* 
Afiurance  and  intrepidity,  under  the  white  banner  of 
feeming  modefty,  clear  the  way  for  merit,  that  would 
otherwife  be  difcouraged  by  difficulties  in  its  journey  5 
whereas  barefaced  impudence  is  the  noify  and  bluftering 
harbinger  of  a  worthlefs  and  fcnfelefs  ufurper. 

You  will  think  that  I  fhall  never  have  done  recom- 
mending to  you  thefe  exterior  worldly  accomplifhmems, 
and  you  will  think  right,  for  I  never  fhall ;  they  are 
of  too  great  confequence  to  you,  for  me  to  be  indifferent 
or  negligent  about  them  •,  the  fhining  part  of  your  fu- 
ture figure  and  fortune,  depends  now  wholly  upon  them. 
Thefe  are  the  acquifitions  which  muft  give  efficacy  and 
fuccefs  to  thole  you  have  already  made.  To  have  ic 
faid  and  believed,  that  you  are  the  moft  learned  man  in 
England,  would  be  no  more  than  was  faid  and  believed 
of  Dr.  Bentley  :  but  to  have  it  faid,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  you  are  alfo  the  beft  bred,  moft  polite,  and  agree- 
VOL.  II.  E 


50      LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  1 

able  man  in  the  kingdom,    would  be  fuch   a  ha; 
compofition  of  a  chara&er,  as   I   never  yet  ki 
one  man  K!    which  I   will  endeavour, 

,  that  you  may.     Abiblute   j 
)n    is,  1    wcril  know,    unattainable ;  but    I    know 
too,  ,s  may  be  unwe. 

arrive  pretty  near  it.      1  per- 

ru. 

I,     1        II       !       R  II. 

London,  8th,  O.  S.  1750. 

:  FRIE1S 

Bou  get  to  Paris,  where  you  will  Toon 
be   left    to    your  own   difcretion,    if  you    have 
::ary   th.it   we    mould   undcriland   one 
another   thoroughly  ;  which  is  the  mod  probable 
of  preventing   difputes.     Money,  the  c.iulc  of  much 
mifchief  in   the  world,  is  the    caufe    of  mod    quar- 

•.veen  fathers  and    fons ;  the  former  comn , 
thinking,  that  they  cannot  give  too  little,  and  the  latter, 
that  the .  i   have  enougli  ;  both  equally  in  the 
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rial  point,  which    I   am  now  going  to  clear  up,  and 
finally  fettle  with  you.     I  will  fix,  or  even   name,  no 
fettled  allowance,  though  I  well  know  in  my  own  mind, 
what  would  be  the  proper  one  j  but  I  will  firft  try  your 
draughts,  by  which  I  can  in   a  good  degree  judge  of 
your  conducl.      This  only  I  tell  you  in  general,  that, 
if  the   channels   through  which  my  money    is   to   go 
are  the  proper  ones,  the   fource   (hall  not  be  fcanty  j 
but  fhould  it  deviate  into  dirty,  muddy,  and  obicure 
ones,  (which  by  the  bye  it  cannot  do  for  a  week,  with- 
out my  knowing  it)  I  give  you  fair  and  timely  notice, 
that  the  fource  will  inftantly   be  dry.     Mr.  Harte,  in 
eftablifhing  you  at  Paris^  will  point  out   to  you  thofe 
proper  channels :  he  will    leave  you   there   upon   the 
foot  of  a  man  of  fafhion,    and  I  will   continue  you 
upon  the  fame ;  you  will  have  your  coach,  your  valet 
de  chambre,  your  own  footman,  and  a  valet  de  place  •, 
which  by  the  way  is   one  fervant  more  than    I  had. 
I  would  have  you  very  well  dreft,  by  which  1  mean, 
dreft  as  the  generality  of  people  of  fafhion  are ;  that 
is,  noc  to  be  taken   notice  of,  for  being  either  more 
or   lefs  fine  than  other  people  :    it   is   by  being  well 
dreft,  not  finely  'dreft,    that   a  gentlemen   mould    be 
diftinguiflied.     You  muft  frequent  les  fpeflades,  which 
expence  I   mail   willingly   fupply.     You    muft    play, 
a  des  petits  jeux   de   commerce,  in    mixed    companies ; 
that  article  is  trifling ;  I  fhall  pay   it  chearfully.     All 
the  other  articles   of  pocket-money   are   very  incon- 
fiderable  at  Paris,    in  comparifon   of    what  they   are 
here ;  the  filly  cuftom  of  giving  money  wherever  one 
dines  or  fups,  and  the  expenfive  importunities  of  fub- 
fcriptions,  not   being  yet  introduced    there,     Having 
thus  reckoned    up    all    the    decent    expences     of   a 
gentleman,  which  I  will  mod  readily  defray  ;  I   come 
now  to  thofe  which  I   will   neither  bear   nor  fupply. 
The  firft   of  thefe  is   gaming,  which  though  1   have 
E  2  not 
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not  the  leall  reafon  to  fufpeft  you  of,  I  think  it  ne- 
celTary  eventually  to  allure  you,  that  no  confideration 
in  the  world  (hail  ever  make  me  pay  your  play  debts : 
fhould  you  ever  urge  to  me  that  your  honour  is  pa 
ed,  I  fhould  mod  immovably  anfwer  you,  that  it 
your  honour,    not  mine,  that  was  pawned  ,  and  that 
your  creditor  might  e'en  take  the  pawn  for  the  debt. 
Low  comp.i  -ilures,  are  always  much 

more  coilly  than  liberal  and  elegant  ones.  The  dii- 
gracct'ul  riots  of  a  tavern,  are  much  more  cxpenfive, 
as  well  as  di (honourable,  than  the  (Ibmetimcs  pardon- 
able) excelfes  in  good  company.  I  mult  abfolutely 
hear  of  no  tavern  fcrapes  and  iquabb 

I  come  now  to  another  and  very   material    point ; 

J   mean   women  \    and  I  will    not   addrefs    myfelf  to 

upon  this   fubjecl:,  cither    in    a  religious,    a   mo- 

;crual   llylc.     I    will  even   by    afidc   my 

member    yours,    and    fpeak  to  you,    as    one 

lure,    ir   he    had    parts    too,    would    fpeak 

to  another.     I    will,  by    no   means,  pay   for  whores, 

anil   their  never-failing   confequcnces,    furgeons  •,    nor 

will     I,    upon    any    account,    keep    fingers,    dancers, 

1    nl  genus  omne  -,    and,    independently  of 

fOpp,   I    mult  tell   you,  that    luch  connections 

•ive  me,    and  all   fenfible  people,  the  utmoit 

and    address  :   a  young 

,  to  venture, 
health,    and    ruin 

,  with    I1  -  ;  in   i\, 

pla<  ly,    where    gallantry    is    both 

LICC  of  every  woma 

!  nly,  I    will   not   forgive  your 

underftaoding  c—  *  --$-,    nor  will   your   con- 

flitutiori  Thole    diltemper 

:.ill  nine  times  in  ten  upon  theli 
i  lure,  ought    to   have   weight 

fcr  1    proteft  to  you,    that   if  you  meet 

with 
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with  any  fuch  accident,  I  would  not  give  one  year's 
purchafe  for  your  life.  Laftly,  there  is  another 
fort  of  expence  that  I  will  not  allow,  only  becaufe 
it  is  a  filly  one ;  I  mean  the  fooling  away  your 
money  in  baubles  at  toy-fliops.  Have  one  hand- 
fome  fnuff-box  (if  you  take  fnuff),  and  one  hand- 
fome.fword;  but  then  no  more  very  pretty  and 
very  ufeiefs  things. 

By  what  goes  before,  you  will  eafily  perceive, 
that  1  mean  to  allow  you  whatever  is  neccfTary, 
not  only  for  the  figure,  but  for  the  pleafures  of 
a  Gentleman,  and  not  to  fupply  the  profufion  of  a 
Rake.  This,  you  muft  confefs,  does  not  favour  of 
cither  the  feverity  or  parfimony  of  old-age.  I 
confider  this  agreement  between  us,  as  a  fubfidiary 
treaty  on  my  part,  for  fervices  to  be  performed  on 
yours.  I  promife  you,  that  I  will  be  as  punctual 
in  the  payment  of  the  fubfidies,  as  England  has  been 
during  the  laft  war  •,  but  then  I  give  you  notice, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  require  a  much  more  fcru- 
pulous  execution  of  the  treaty  on  your  part,  than 
we  met  with  on  that  of  our  allies  -,  or  elfe  that  pay- 
ment will  be  (lopped.  I  hope  that  all  that  I  have 
now  faid,  was  abfolutely  unneceffary,  and  that  fen- 
timents  more  worthy  and  more  noble  than  pecuni- 
ary ones,  would  of  themfelves  have  pointed  out  to 
you  the  conduct  I  recommend  j  but,  in  all  events, 
I  refolved  to  be  once  for  all  explicit  with  you, 
that  in  the  worH  that  can  happen,  you  may  not 
plead  ignorance,  and  complain  that  I  had  not  fuf- 
ficiently  explained  to  you  my  intentions. 

Having  mentioned  the  word  Rake,  I  mod  fay 
a  word  or  two  more  upon  that  fubject,  becaule 
young  people  too  frequently,  and  always  fatally, 
are  apt  to  miftake  that  character  for  that  of  a  man 
of  pleafure ;  whereas,  there  are  not  in  the  world 
two  characters  more  different.  A  rake  is  a  com- 

pofuioa 


RS 
pofjtion  of  all   the  loweft,  moft  ling, 

his  c 

the  p —  -onert,  u 

Kill    as 
the    fiii1 

let    '  in     tin-    wiKiell    part    of  my 

youth,     I    iu-  -jt,   on  rl  rary, 

ter. 

..s    lie  ihmil-l     lv  day   he    \vill 

I    hy 

com  parr  -h    decci 

them  \Mili   digrii 
Ture,  man   m. 

I    11  very    thi:\ 

I    eo'ih 

<'>me, 
lv,  that 

>thing  o;  1  be 

willing  that    men  fliould   ki  but 

:   one  Jlionld    be  willing   tint  ( iod   fhoul-: 

you   would  i  !    Iliould    know.      1  ;. 

1    ht-licvr,    thai  will  be    i 

do  not  want  i    mllrikM  ion,  ire,  you 

never   wanted  , 

!    \vhith  i 

you  b<;: 

an  character.      In    tii.it    i  ajc,    no:; 
• 

.   \YhiT. 
"n    Lor-  •   lee   Mr. 

om 
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whom  I  have  particular  reafons  for  defiring  that  you 
fhould  be  well  with,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  explain  to 
you.  Let  him  know  that  my  orders,  and  your  own 
inclinations,  conipired  to  make  you  deiire  his  friend- 
fhip  and  protection. 

LETTER      XIV. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IH  A  V  E  fent  you  fo  many  preparatory  letters  for 
Paris,  that  this,  which  will  meet  you  there,  fhall 
only   be  a   fummary  of  them  all. 

You  have  hitherto  had  more  liberty  than  any  bo- 
dy of  your  age  ever  had  ;  and  I  muft  do  you  the 
judice  to  own,  that  you  have  made  a  better  uie 
of  it  than  mod  people  of  your  age  would  have 
done  j  but  then,  though  you  had  not  a  gaoler,  you  had 
a  friend  with  you.  At  Paris,  you  will  not  only  be  un- 
confined,  but  unafiifted.  Your  own  good  fenie  muft 
be  your  only  guide  •,  I  have  great  confidence  in 
it,  and  am  convinced  that  I  fhall  receive  juft  iuch 
accounts  of  your  conduct  at  Paris  as  I  could  wifh  -9  for 
1  tell  you  beforehand,  that  i  fhall  be  mod  minute- 
ly informed  of  all  that  you  do,  and  almoft  of  all  that 
you  fay  there.  Enjoy  the  plealures  of  youth,  you  can- 
not do  better  ;  but  refine  and  dignify  them  like  a 
man  of  parts  :  let  them  raife  and  not  fink,  let  them 
adorn  and  not  vilrfy,  your  character  ;  let  them,  in 
ftiort,  be  trie  pleafures  of  a  gentleman,  and  takea 
with  your  equals  at  lead,  but  rather  with  your  fu- 
periors,  and  thofe  chiefly  French. 

Inquire  into  the  characters  of  the  feveral  acade- 
micians, before  you  form  a  connection  with  any  of 
them ;  and  be  the  mod  upon  your  guard  againft 
thofe  who  make  mod  court  to  you. 

You 
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You  cannot  ttudy  much  in  the  academy  ;    but  you 
may  lluv  i    arc   an   cecom 

time,    and   beflow   only   upon    good    books 
thofc  quarters  and    1  nrs,  which    occu 

\-  body  in  the  courfe  of  almoft   every  day  j  and 
which,  at  the  year's  end,  amount  to  a  very  conl, 
f   time.      Let    Greek,  without   fail,   ! 
j   part   of  every   day  :   I    ilo  not    mean  thr  Greek 
poets,   the  catches  c  ,  or  the  tender  ( 

heocriti!  the    porter-like    lan- 

!  lomer's    heroes,    of  whom   all    fmattercrs 
in   Greek    know    a    h:rle,    quote  often,    and    tall 
always  :   but  1  mean   Plato,  Ariltoteles,  Dcmofthenes, 
and  Thucyt:  !,om  none  but  adepts  know.     It 

reck  that  mud  diltinguifh  you  in  the  Itrarned  world, 
will  not.      And  Greek    mull    be  fought 
to  r  \1,  for  it  never  occurs  like  Latin.     \Vhen 

YOU  read   hiltory,  or  other  books  of  amulement,    let 
'gunge  you  arc  mailer  of  have  its  turn  •   lc>  that 
you  may  not  only  retain,  but  improve  in  every  one. 
•  )  dcfire  that  you  will  converfc  in  German  and  Itali- 
an, with  all  the  Germans  and  the  Italians,    with  whom 
you    converfe  a:   all.     This   will   be 
and  flattering  thing   to  them,  and  a   very   ufcful  one 
to  y 

apply   yourfelf  diligently  to  your   exercifes ; 

for   though   the  doing    :  :nely 

'.$  them  ill,  is  illiberal,  vulgar,  and 

1  rcc  or.nr.cnd  t:  Mtions  t8  you  •,  wl, 

•xcellent  at  Paris.     Tlie  tragedies  of  Cornell lc  and 

lolicre,    well   attended 
:c    lefions,  both  for   the   J  i   the 

"  ^  nor,  ;!ny  theatre  ^ 

cnch 

operas  does  not  plealo  your  Italian  ear,   the  words  of 
them,   at   Icall,   are    fcnfe  and  poetry,  which   is  much 

more 
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more  than  I  can  fay  of  any  Italian  opera  that  I  ever 
read  or  heard  in  my  life. 

I  fend  you  the  encloied  letter  of  recommendation 
to  Marquis  Matignon,  which  I  would  have  you  de- 
liver to  him  as  foon  as  you  can  :  you  will,  I  am 
fure,  feel  the  good  effects  of  his  warm  friendship 
for  me,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke ;  who  has  alfo  wrote  to 
him  upon  your  fubject.  By  that,  and  by  other  let- 
ters which  I  have  fent  you,  you  will  be  at  once  fo 
thoroughly  introduced  into  the  bed  French  compa- 
ny, that  you  muft  take  fome  pains  if  you  will  keep 
bad ;  but  that  is  what  I  do  not  fufpect  you  of.  You 
have,  I  am  fure,  too  much  right  ambition,  to  pre- 
fer low  and  difgraceful  company,  to  that  of  your 
fuperiors,  both  in  rank  and  age.  Your  character, 
and,  confequently,  your  fortune,  abfolutely  depends 
upon  the  company  you  keep,  and'the  turn  you  take 
at  Paris.  I  do  not,  in  the  lead,  mean  a  grave  turn ; 
on  the  contrary,  a  gay,  a  fprightly,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  an  elegant  and  liberal  one. 

Keep  carefully  out  of  all  fcrapes  and  quarrels. 
They  lower  a  character  extremely  ;  and  are  particu- 
larly dangerous  in  France  -,  where  a  man  is  difho- 
noured  by  not  refentins;  an  affront,  and  utterly  ruined 
by  refenting  it.  The  young  Frenchmen  are  hafty, 
giddy,  and  petulant  •,  extremely  national,  and  advanta- 
geux.  Forbear  from  any  national  jokes  or  reflecti- 
ons, which  are  always  improper,  and  commonly  un- 
juft.  The  colder  northern  nations  generally  look  up- 
on France,  as  a  whittling,  finging,  dancing,  frivolous 
nation  :  this  notion  is  very  far  from  being  a  true 
one,  though  many  petits  maitres  by  their  behaviour 
feem  to  juftify  it;  but  thofe  very petits  maitres^  when 
mellowed  by  age  and  experience,  very  often  turn  our 
very  able  men.  The  number  of  great  generals  and 
ftatefmen,  as  well  as  excellent  authors,  that  FYance 

has 


has  produced,  is  an  undeniable  proof,  that  it  is  not 
that  frivolous,  unthinking,  empty  nation  that  north- 
ern prcr  >\c  it.  Seem  to  like  and  approve 
of  i  <g  at  tirlt,  and  I  prom::  chat  you 
.  like  and  approve  of  many  things  Js. 

t    that   you    will   write   to  me  conftamly, 

once  nch  I  dciire  may  be  :  !uri- 

.  our  letters  r  your 

whom   you    lee,    an,.  do. 

Be  your  own  monitor,  now   that  you  will  have  no 
othc  '  enunciation,  I  mutt  repeat  it  to  you  a 

kin,  that  there  is  no  one  tiling  fo  i.  ,  all 

other  talents,  withoi.'  'itcly  ulelcis,  ex- 

,our  own  cl 

It  'illy   to  bid  you  fludy  with  your 

j    and  y<-  y   carri- 

1  graces 

^ore  particularly  to  you. 
for  this  time,  my  dear  child.    Yours  tend' 

r     i      r     i     i     R 

1750. 

MM!'/ 

YjfTibly  t!.  "rr  turns  up- 

.ig  objtds  i  and  you  will 

thu,  ou  confulcr  thei:  -.:cly  :   but  if 

u  will  U- clhvinu-d,  that 

.ir.  whole,  called  the 

:r,on,  the  mce. 

I  Il).\ll  not  (iv.cll  now  upon  tliofc  peribnal  graces,  that 

. 

ied    to   you  •,    but    v  ilill 

,    cleanlincls,  and   care   of   your 
per  Ion. 

When 
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When  you  come  to  Paris,  you  mud  take  care  to  be 
extremely  well  dreft  ;  that  is,  as  the  fafliionable  peoi 
pie  are  ;  this  does  by  no  means  confift  in  the  finery, 
but  in  the  tafte,  fitnefs,  and  manner  of  wearing  your 
cloaths :  a  fine  fuit  ill  made,  and  flatternly,  or  itifly 
worn,  far  from  adorning,  only  expofes  the  awk- 
wardnefs  of  the  wearer.  Get  the  bed  French  tay- 
lor  to  make  your  cloaths,  whatever  they  are,  in  the 
fafhion,  and  to  fit  you  :  and  then  wear  them,  but- 
ton them,  or  unbutton  them,  as  the  genteeleft  peo- 
ple you  fee  do.  Let  your  man  learn  of  the  beft 
friftur  to  do  your  hair  well,  for  that  is  a  very  material 
part  of  your  drefs.  Take  care  to  have  your  ftock- 
ings  well  gartered  up,  and  your  fhoes  well  buck- 
led ;  for  nothing  gives  a  more  flovenly  air  to  a  man 
than  ill-drefied  legs.  In  your  perfon  you  mull  be 
accurately  clean  ;  and  your  teeth,  hands,  and  nails, 
mould  be  fuperlativcly  fo :  a  dirty  mouth  has  real 
ill  confequences  to  the  owner,  for  it  infalliably  cau- 
fes  the  decay,  as  well  as  the  intolerable  pain  of  the 
teeth  ;  and  it  is  very  offenfive  to  his  acquaintance, 
for  it  will  mod  inevitably  ftink.  I  infill,  therefore, 
that  you  wafli  your  teeth  the  firfl  thing  you  do 
every  morning,  with  a  foft  fpunge  and  warm  water, 
for  four  or  five  minutes  ;  and  then  wafh  your 
mouth  five  or  fix  times.  Mouton^  whom  I  defire 
you  will  fend  for  upon  your  arrival  at  Paris,  will 
give  you  an  opiate,  and  a  liquor  to  be  ufed  fome- 
times.  Nothing  looks  more  ordinary,  vulgar,  and 
illiberal,  than  dirty  hands,  and  ugly,  uneven, 
and  ragged  nails  :  I  do  not  fufpecl:  you  of  that 
fhocking,  aukward  trick,  of  biting  yours;  but  that 
is  not  enough  ;  you  muft  keep  the  ends  of  them  fmooth 
and  clean,  not  tipped  with  black,  as  the  ordinary 
people's  always  are.  The  ends  of  your  nails  ihould 
be  fmall  ftgments  of  circles,  which,  by  a  very  lit- 
tle care  in  the  cutting  they  are  very  eafily  brought 

to; 
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to-,  every  time  that   you   wi}  hands,  rub  the 

{kin    round   your    nails    luckwai ds,    that  n   may  not 
grow  up,  and  fhorten  you.  o  much.  an- 

of  the  rell  ot"  your  pcrfon,  which  by   the 
vvill  conduce  >-jr  heal'  i    from  time 

.me  to  th  My  mentioning  thole  particu- 

,  (I   freely   own)    fn  c    fufpicion  that 

the   hints  are  not  unnco  ..s  a 

fchoo!-boy,  you  were  flovenly  and  dirty,  above  your 
xvs.       1    muft   add    another    cauiion,    which    is, 
upon    no  account  whatever,    you  put  your  fin- 
.    as  too   many    people  are    apt    to   do,    in   your 
It  is   the  molt    ih»cking,    nafty,  vul- 
rudenefs,    that    can   be  offered  to   company  ;    it 
lU  one,  it  turns  one's  ilomach  ;  and;  for  my  own 
parr,  I  would  much  rather  know  that  a  man's  finger 
were  actually  in  his  breech,  than  fee  them  in  his  nofe. 
h  your  ears  well  every   morning,  and  blow  your 
in    your  handkerchief  whenever  you  have  occa- 
iion  •,  but   by   the   way,  without  looking  at   it  after- 
There   fhould   be  in    the    h  well    in 
the  greateft  parts  of  a  gcntl                 manieres  nobles. 
Senfc  will  teach  you  fome,  obfervation  others  :  attend 
carefully  to  the  manners,  the  diftion,  thr  s  of 
'e  of  d;               >lhion,  and   l                ir  own   upon 
them.      On    the   other   hand,    oblervc    a    little    thole 
•.-r  to  avoid  them  \  for  though  the 
hich  they  lay  or  do  n  :nan- 
ner  .                 totally  d              ,  and  in  that,  and  no- 

confiflsthf  charn6tenl\ic  •  on.   The 

lo«v<.  DC  f|^caks,  mo.  ,1  drinks, 

as    much    a-  the   fin1  -:i ;    hut    does 

them  all  quire  differently  •,   fo  that  by  doinp;  and 

mod  th  t   the 

you  have  a  grt,, 
them   right.      There  are  pr 

arc  in  every  thinf'  elfe.      Les 
inanieres 
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manieres  de  Robe^  though  not  quite  right,  are  ftili 
better  than  les  manieres  Bourgeoifes  -,  and  thefe, 
though  bad,  are  ftill  better  than  les  manieres  de 
Campagne.  But  the  language,  the  air,  the  drcfs, 
and  manners  of  the  court,  are  the  only  true 
ftandard  ;  des  manieres  nobles^  et  dy  tin  bonnete 
bcmme.  Ex  pede  Herculem  is  an  old  and  true 
faying,  and  very  applicable  to  our  prefent  fubject  j 
for  a  man  of  parts,  who  has  been  bred  at  courts, 
and  ufed  to  keep  the  bed  company,  will  diftin- 
guifh  himfelf,  and  is  to  be  known  from  the  vulgar, 
by  every  word,  attitude,  gefture,  and  even  look.  I 
cannot  leave  thefe  feeming  minuties,  without  repeat- 
ing to  you  the  necefiity  of  your  carving  well;  which 
is  an  article,  little  as  it  is,  that  is  ufeful  twice  eve- 
ry day  of  one's  life  •,  and  the  doing  it  ill  is  very 
troubleibme  to  one's  felf,  and  very  difagreeable,  of- 
ten ridiculous,  to  others. 

Having  faid  all  this,  I  cannot  help  reflecting,  what 
a  formal  dull  fellow,  or  a  cloiftered  pedant,  would 
fay,  if  they  were  to  fee  this  letter :  they  would  look 
upon  it  with  the  utmoft  contempt,  and  fay,  that 
furely  a  father  might  find  much  better  topics  for 
advice  to  a  fon.  I  would  admit  it,  If  I  had  given 
you,  or  that  you  were  capable  of  receiving  no  bet- 
ter-, but  if  fufficient  pains  have  been  taken  to  form 
your  heart  and  improve  your  mind,  and,  as  I  hope, 
not  without  fuccefs,  I  will  tell  thofe  (olid  Gentlemen, 
that  all  thefe  trifling  things,  as  they  think  them,  col- 
lectively form  that  pleating  je  ne  ffais  quoi^  that  en- 
femble,  which  they  are  utter  ftrangers  to  both  in 
themfelves  and  others.  The  word  aimable  is  not 
known  in  their  language,  or  the  thing  in  their  manners. 
Great  ufage  of  the  world,  great  attention,  and  a  great 
defire  of  pleafing,  can  alone  give  it ;  and  it  is  no 
trifle,  Ic  is  from  old  people's  looking  upon  thefe 
things  as  trifles,  or  not  thinking  of  them  at  all,  that 

fo 
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»plc  arc   fo    awkward,  and  Ib   ill 

icm  only   the  common  run   of  < 
•1,    univerfity,    and   then    travelling  ; 
without    examining,     and   very  often    withou; 
able    to   judge,    it"   they   . 

nc   of   t 

•:.at  then 

i:kc  oihe:  I  fo  they  do,  that 

>mmonl;  ..7   correct    none    of  the 

which  t!  the 

which   they  conn  aft  at   the    univcr- 

,  nor  the  frivolous  and  fupe:  liich 

it  they    acquire   by   their   tra 

As    they  do  not    tell   them  of  theie   thingSj    nobody 
clfe  can  •,  fo  they  go  on  in  the  practice  of  them,  with- 
out ever  %   or  knowing,    that  they   are    unbe- 
coming, indecent,  and  fhocking.      For,  as  1  hav< 
ten  formerly  obferved  to  you,  nobody  but  a  father, 
can  take  the  liberty  to  reprove  a  young  fellow  grown 
up,   for   thofe-  kind   of    inaccuracies   and   improprie- 
of   behaviour.        The    mod    intimate   friendihip, 
unafTitled  by  the  paternal  fuperiority,  will  not  autho- 
it.       I    may    truly   fay,    therefore,    that  you    are 
happy  in  having  me  for  a  finccre,  friendly  and  quick- 
:r.onitor.      Nothii.g   will  efcapc  me  ^    1    fhall 
pry  for  your  defects,   in   order   to   correct  them,    as 
I    (hall  leek  for  your  perfections,  in  or- 
der and    regard   them;  with   this    differ- 
ence only,    that   I   fhall    publicly   mention   the   1, 
and    never   hint   at    the   former,    but   in   a    letter    to, 
or  a   the  a  \\    you.       I   will    never   put   you 
countenance    before  and    I  hope 
^ive  rm                to  be  out  of  coun- 
vou,  as  any  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
defects   would   rv.                                           .-afi  de   mini- 
>«/';,               ixim  in  t  ^  only  of 

a  cr 
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a  certain  value  were  tried  by  him  ;  but  there  were 
inferior  jurifdictions,  that  took  cognizance  of  the 
fmalleft.  Now  I  fhall  try  you,  not  only  as  Prsetor 
in  the  greateft,  but  as  Cenibr  in  lefier,  and  as  the 
the  lowed  magiftrate  in  the  leaft  cafes. 

I  have  this  moment  received  Mr.  Harte's  letter  of 
the  i  ft  of  November,  new  ftile  ;  by  which  I  am  ve- 
ry glad  to  find  that  he  thinks  of  moving  towards 
Paris,  the  end  of  this  month,  which  looks  as  if  his 
leg  were  better ;  befides,  in  my  opinion,  you  both  of 
you  only  lofe  time  at  Montpelier  •,  he  would  find  bet- 
ter advice,  and  you  better  company,  at  Paris.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  go  into  the  beft  com- 
pany there  is  at  Montpelier,  and  there  always  is 
ibme  at  the  Intendant's  or  the  Commandant's.  You 
will  have  had  full  time  to  have  learned,  les  petites 
Chanfons  Languedociennes,  which  are  exceeding  pretty 
ones,  both  words  and  tunes.  I  remember,  when  I  was 
in  thofe  parts,  I  was  furprifed  at  the  difference  which 
I  found  between  the  people  on  one  fide,  and  thofe  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhone.  The  Provenceaux  were, 
in  general,  furly,  ill-bred,  ugly,  and  fwarthy:  the 
Languedociens  the  very  reverfe;  a  chearful,  well  bred, 
handfome  people.  Adieu  !  Yours  mod  affectionately. 

P.  S.  Upon  reflection,  I  direct  this  letter  to  Paris  -, 
I  think  you  muft  have  left  Montpelier  before  it  could 
arrive  there, 


L  E  T  T  E  R 
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London,  Nov.  the  i9th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MYDi  liND, 

Iery  glad  to  find,    by  your   letter  of  the 
1 2th,  N.  S.  that   you   had    informed   yourfclf  Jo 
well   of  the   (late  of  the  French  marine   at    Tculon, 
and  of  the  commerce  at  Maricilles :  they  arc  objects 
that  dcferve  the  enquiry  and  attention  of  every  man, 
who  intends  to  be  concerned  in  public  affairs.     The 
French  are  now  wifely  attentive  to  both  ;  their  com- 
merce is   incredibly   increaied,  within  theie  laft   thir- 
ty years  :  they    have  beaten  us  out  of  great  part  of 
our   Levant  trade:  their   Kail-India  trade  has  great- 
ly affcdted  ours  •,  and,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  their  Mar- 
tinico  eftablifhment   lupplies,  not  only   France   itfelf, 
but  the  greateit  part  of  Europe,  with  fugars :  where- 
as our  iflands,  as  Jamaica,   Barbadoes,    and  the  Lee- 
ward,   have    now    no   other  market    for   theirs    but 
England.     New  France,   or   Canada,    has  alfo  great- 
-  iTened  our   fur  (kin   trade.     It    is   true  (as    you 
fay)  that   we  have  no   treaty  of  commerce  fubfifting 
lo    not    fay    with   Marfeillcs )     but   with    France. 
:y  of  commerce  made,  between  Eng- 
land   arv  i     the    treaty   of 
Utrecht  i  but   the  whole  treaty  was   conditional,  and 
depend    upon   the    parliament's    enacting    certain 
things,    which    were   (lipulated    in    two   ot"    the    arti- 
:    the   parliament,     after   a  very    famous   del 

>  the  treaty  fell  to  the  ground  : 
however,  the  outlines  of  the  treaty  are,  by  mutual 
and  taat  confent,  the  general  rules  of  our  prrlent 
commerce  v.  It  is  true  too,  that  our 

hich  go  to  France,  mult  go 
bottoms ;  the  French  having  imitated,  in  many 

our 
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our  famous  Act  of  Navigation,  as   it    is  commonly 
called.      This   act   was   made    in    the   year   1652,  in 
the  parliament  held  by  Oliver  Cromwell.    'It  forbids 
all  foreign  mips  to  bring  into  England  any  merchan- 
dize or  commodities  whatfoever,  that  were  not  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  that  country  to  which  thofe 
mips    belonged,    under   penalty   of  the   forfeiture   of 
fuch    fhips.       This   act   was  particularly    levelled    at 
the  Dutch  ;  who    were,  at  that   time,  the  carriers   of 
almoft   all   Europe,    and    got   immeniely    by   freight. 
Upon  this  principle,  of  the  advantages  arifing  from 
freight,    there    is   a   provifion    in   the  fame    act,    that 
even   the  growth   and   produce  of  our  own   colonies 
in  America  fhall  not  be  carried  from  thence  to  any 
other   country    in   Europe,  without   firft  touching  in 
England  ;  but   this  claufe   has  lately    been   repealed, 
in  the  inftances  of  feme  perifliable  commodities,  fuch 
as  rice,  &c.  which   are  allowed  to  be  carried  direct- 
ly from  our   American    colonies    to   other   countries. 
The  act  allb  provides,  that  two  thirds,  I    think,    of 
thofe   who   navigate   the  faid   mips,    mall   be   Britifh 
fubjects.     There  is  an  excellent,  and  little  book,  writ- 
ten by  the  famous   Monfieur  Huet  d'Avranches,  fur 
le    commerce  des   ancient,    which   is    very    well    worth 
your  reading,  and  very  foon   read.     It   will  give  you 
a  clear  notion  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  commerce. 
There  are  many  other  books,  which  take  up  the  hif- 
tory  of  commerce  where  Monfieur  d'Avranches  leaves 
it,  and   bring  it  down   to  thefe  times ;  I  advife  you 
to  read   fome   of  them    with   care ;  commerce   being 
a  very  efiential  part  of  political  knowledge  in  every 
country-,  but   more  particularly  in  this,  which  owes 
all   its  riches  and  power  to   it. 

I  come  now  to  another  part  of  your  letter  •,  which  is 
the  orthography,    if  I   may   call  bad   fpelling  ortho- 
graphy.     You   fpell  induce,    endues  -,    and,  grandeur, 
you   fpell  grandar^;    two   faults,    which  few   of  my 
VOL.  II.  F  houic- 
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houfc  maids  woul  ,ult   tell 

you,  tha;  :hc  true  1,  is 

fo  abfolu:  an  of  letters,  or  a  gen- 

tleman, tha:  on-  up- 

on h  and  I   know   a   nun 

of  q  ridicule  of  i 

ing  :  -boltjom  thew. 

Re  >:n  talfe 

11  Ipelled,  according 

^raphy   of  ti.  c  words  arc 

indeed  doubtful, 

ent  auth.  .  ..  but   thole  are   \ 

and  in   tl  very  man  h.ts  his  option,  becaufc 

he  may   plead   his   authority  but,  where 

there  is  but  one  right  way,  as  in  the  two  words  above- 
mentioned,  it  is  unpardonable,  and  ridiculous,  for  a 
gentleman  to  mifs  it  tolerable 

education,  wouKi  ,  and  laugh  at  a  lover,  who 

fhou:  her   an  :  i  billet-doux.      I   tear,  and 

ct,  that  you  ha\  it  into  your  head,  in  moll 

,  that  the  Matter  is  all,  and  the  Manner  little  or 
nothing.  It  you  have,  undeceive  yourlelf,  and  be 
convinced,  that,  in  every  thing,  the  Manner  is  full  as 
important  as  the  M.i  rn.  I  the  fenle  of 

,.ngel,  in    bail    v  1    with  able    ut- 

terai  \\  tv.  ice,  n  help  it. 

cero-,  but  in   a 

,  Ty  ill    fpelled,   v.  ,   will 

lau(.  onis, 

.itinRead 

• 

My  principal  cnc] 
".i,  will  be  rel 
to  your 

,    whetli 

:    the  JH  m    imperil  •,     but    I 

.ire,  whether  your  ur 

not 
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not  only  pure,  but  elegant,  your  manners  noble  and 
eafy,  your  air  and  addrefs  engaging;  in  fhort,  whe- 
ther you  are  a  gentleman,  a  man  of  fafhion,  and 
fit  to  keep  good  company,  or  not ;  for  till  I  am 
fatisficd  in  thefe  particulars,  you  and  I  muft  by  no 
means  meet  •,  I  could  not  poffibly  (land  it.  It  is  -in 
your  power  to  become  all  this  at  Paris,  if  you  pleafe. 
Confult  with  Lady  Hervey,  and  Madame  Moncon- 
feil  upon  all  thefe  matters;  and  they  will  ipeak  to  you, 
and  advife  you  freely.  Tell  them,  that  bifogna  com- 
patire  ancoray  that  you  are  utterly  new  in  the  world, 
that  you  are  defirous  to  form  yourfelf,  that  you  beg 
they  will  reprove,  advife,  and  correct  you,  that  you 
know  that  none  can  do  it  fo  well  ;  and  that  you 
will  implicitly  follow  their  directions.  This,  toge- 
ther with  your  careful  obfervation  of  the  manners  of 
the  beft  company,  will  really  form  you. 

Abbe  Guafco,  a  friend  of  mine,  will  come  to  you, 
as  foon  as  he  knows  of  your  arrival  at  Paris ;  he  is 
well  received  in  the  beft  companies  there,  and  will 
introduce  you  to  them.  He  will  be  defirous  to 
do  you  any  fervice  he  can  :  he  is  active  and  curious, 
and  can  give  you  information  upon  moft  things. 
He  is  a  fort  of  complaifant  of  the  Prefident  Mon- 
tefquiou,  to  whom  vou  have  a  letten 

I  imagine  that  this  letter  will  not  wait  for  you 
very  long  at  Paris,  where  I  reckon  you  will  be  in 
about  a  fortnight.  Adieu* 


Fa  LETTER 
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LETTER      XVI. 

A  Londrcs,  Ic  24  Deccmbre,  V.  S.  1 750. 
MON  CHER  AMI, 

VO  U  S  voila  a  la  fin  Parifien,   et  il  faucs  s'adref- 
;fien   en   Francois.      Vous   vou- 
:i    aufli   me    repondre    dc   mcme,    puiique  jc 
bicn    aiic  dc    voir   a    quel  point   vous   pofiedez 
:.ince,   la  delicatcfic,   ct  1'ortographe  dc  ccttc  lan- 
gue  qui  eil   dcvenuc  pour   ainfi   dire  la   langue  uni- 
verfcllc  de  TEurope.     On  m'alTure  quc  vous  la  par- 
lez   fort   bien,    mais    il    y    a   bien   et    bicn.       Et    tcl 
paflera  pour  la  bien   parlcr  hors  de  Paris,    qui   paf- 
feroit  luimeme  pour  Gaulois  a  Paris.     Dans  cc  i 
de  modes  le  langage  meme  a   la  fiennc,  ct  qui  change 
prefqu1   aufll   fouvent   que  celle  cles  habits. 

/, ' affefti^  le  precieux,  le  neologique^  y  font  trop  a  la 
mode  d'aujourd'hui.  Connoiflez  les,  remarquez  les,  et 
parlez  les  meme,  a  la  bonne  heure,  mais  ne  vous 
en  laiflez  pas  infect er :  1'eiprit  aulli  a  U  mode  et 
a6tucllemenc  a  Paris,  c'cit  la  mode  d'cn  avoir,  en 
depit  mcme  de  Mincrve  ;  tout  le  mondc  court  apres 
it,  qui  par  paramhefe  ne  Ic  laifle  jamais  attra- 
per-,  s'll  (jurir.  / 

malheureufemcnt  po,  :cnt  apres   ils  at- 

cjUclque  cho:  mu-nt    pour   de 

prir,  ,is  donncnt  pour  tel.     Cell  tout   an   plus 

;•    fortune    d'lxion,    c'ell    une    vapeur    quails 
embraflcnt,    au    lieu    de    la  deefle  cju'ils   pourfuivent. 
cur  rclultent  ces   beaux  fentimens  qu'on 
n\i  jftmail  u-nti,  CCl  pnilrcs  raulfes  que  la   nature 

.is  produite,  ct  ccs  exprcilions  entortiliccs  et  ob- 

Icurcs,  que   non    fculement  on    nVntend    point,    mais 

qu'on  ne  pent  pas  meme  dcchiflrcr  ni  devincr.     C'eft 

tous    ces   ingrcdiens  que  font  compoicz   les  deux 

tiers 
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tiers  dcs  nou  vcaux  livres  Francois  qui  paroiflent. 
Cell  la  nouvcllc  cuifme  due  Parnafle,  ou  1'alambic 
travaille  au  lieu  du  pot  et  de  la  broche,  et  ou  les 
quinteflences  ct  les  extraits  dominent.  N.  B.  Le  fel 
Attique  en  eft  banni. 

II  vous  faudra  bien  de  terns  en  terns  manger  de 
cette  nouvelle  cuifme.  Mais  ne  vous  y  laiflez  pas 
corrompre  le  gout.  Et  quand  vous  voudrez  donncr 
a  manger  a  votre  tour,  etudiez  la  bonne  vieille  cui- 
fme du  terns  de  Louis  quatorze.  II  y  avoic  alors 
des  chefs  admirables,  comme  Corneille,  Boileau,  Ra- 
cine, et  la  Fontaine.  Tout  ce  qu'ils  appretoient 
etoit  fimplc,  fain,  et  folide.  Sans  metaphore,  ne  vous 
laiflez  pas  eblouir  par  le  faux  brillant,  le  recherche, 
les  antithefes  a  la  mode ;  mais  fervez  vous  de  votre 
propre  bon  fens,  et  appellez  les  anciens  a  votre  fe- 
cours,  pour  vous  en  garantir.  D'un  autre  cote,  ne 
vous  moquez  pas  de  ceux,  qui  s'y  font  laiffez  feduire* 
vous  etes  encore  trop  jeune  pour  faire  le  critique,  et 
pour  vous  eriger  en  vengeur  fevere  du  bons  fens 
leze.  Seulement  ne  vous  laiflez  pas  pervertir,  mais 
ne  fongez  pas  a  convertir  les  autres.  Laifiez  les 
jouir  tranquillement  de  leurs  erreurs  dan  le  gout, 
comme  clans  la  religion.  Le  gout  en  France  a  de- 
puis  un  fiecle  et  demi,  en  bien  du  haut  et  du  bas, 
aufli  bien  que  la  France  meme.  Le  bon  gout  com- 
men9a  feulement  a  fe  faire  jour,  fous  le  regne,  je 
ne  dis  pas  de  Louis  treize,  mais  du  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu,  et  fut  encore  epure  fous  celui  de  Lou's 
quatorze,  Grand  Roi  au  moins,  s'il  n'etoit  pas  grand 
homme.  Corneille  etoit  le  reftaurateur  du  vrai,  et 
le  fondateur  du  theatre  Francois-,  fe  reflfentant  tou- 
jours  un  peu  des  Concetti  des  Italiens  et  des  Agudeze 
des  Efpagnols  ;  temoin  les  epigrammes  qu'il  fait  de- 
biter  a  Chimene  dans  tout  1'exces  de  fa  douleur. 

Mais  avant  ion  terns,  les  Troubadours,  et  les 
Romanciers  etoient  autant  de  fous,  qui  trouvoient 

des 


70     LORP  RS 

Vers   la   fin   du    rcgnc 

clu  (  r    au  commencement 

c"clu;  ;lcr  ctoi: 

encore  tout 
iprit, 

on   Ton   d'vinoit  l.i   t  u   hon    ; 

rcr   une  trt  fuoic 

lies   goir 

ct  Moli'  "jt  du   \ 

en  ('. 

Ju~ 

,;ms, 

qui  :rrant    Cn 

fous 

quclques   rnelles.     Je  vo 

un  torn:-  >\   \\ 

•  >rmer  \\\  ;  ex- 

'.i'au 
douzicme. 

•    rcfla   pur  rr    \  'qne  tout 

le   regnr  (junior?' 

le    von 
quc! 
avec    lout    IVfprit    iiu    niorv  lVoir 

• 
init.r 

dn  fc-ul. 

me 
pare  j    il    fub- 

iltls  ; 
- 
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lettes,  celui  des  fades  auteurs  dont  les  ouvrages  font, 
verba  et  'voces  et  praterea  nihil,  et  en  fin  un  parti 
nombreux  et  fort  a  la  mode,  d'auteurs  qui  dcbitent  dans 
tin  galimatias  metaphyfique  leurs  faux  raftinemens, 
fur  les  mouvemens  et  les  fenximens  de  /'  amet  du 
ccKur^  ct  de  /'  efprit. 

Ne  vous  en  laifTez  pas  impofer  par  la  mode  ;  ni 
par  des  cliques  que  vous  pourrez  frequenter ;  mais 
eflai'ez  toutes  ces  differentes  efpeces,  avant  que  de 
les  recevoir  en  paiement  au  coin  du  bon  fens  et 
de  la  raifon;  et  fbi'ez  bien  perfuade  que,  run  rfejl 
beau  que  le  mat.  Tout  brillant  qui  ne  refulte  pas 
de  la  folidite  et  de  la  juftefle  de  la  peniee,  n'eft 
qu'un  faux  brillant.  Le  mot  Italien  fur  le  diamant 
eft  bien  vrai  a  cet  egare,  quanta  piu  fodezza,  tanto 
piii  fplendore. 

•Tout  ceci  n'empeche  pas  que  vous  ne  deviez  vous 
conformer  exterieurement  aux  modes  et  aux  tons  des 
differentes  compagnies  ou  vous  vous  trouverez.  Pai  - 
lez  epigrammes  avec  les  petits  maitres,  fentimens 
faux  avec  les  caillettes,  et  galimatias  avec  les  beaux 
efprits  par  etat.  A  la  bonne  heure  j  a  votre  age,  ce 
n'eft  pas  a  vous  a  donner  le  ton  a  la  compagnie, 
mais  au  contraire  a  le  prendre.  Examinez  bien  pour- 
tant,  et  pefez  tout  cela  en  vous  meme  -9  diftinguez 
bien  le  faux  du  vrai,  et  ne  prenez  pas  le  clinquant 
due  TafTe  pour  Tor  de  Virgile: 

Vous  trouverez  en  meme  terns  a  Paris,  des  au- 
teurs, et  des  compagnies  tres  folides.  Vous  n'enten- 
drez  point  des  fadaifes,  du  precieux,  du  quinde, 
chez  Madame  de  Monconfeil,  ni  aux  hotels  de 
Matignon  et  de  Coigny,  ou  elle  vous  prefentera ; 
le  Prefident  Montefquiou  ne  vous  pariera  pas 
pointes.  Son  livre  de  1'Ffprit  des  Loix  ecrit  en 
langue  vulgaire.  vous  plaira,  et  vous  inftruira  ega- 
lemen't 

Frequentez 


Ic  US 

,uand  on  y  jouera  Ics  pi 
,    rt  tic    Moliere,   ou    il    n'y 
a   que   du   nature  1  ct   du    vrai.       Je  nc   pretends 

xclufion  a  plufic  .lodernes 

qui  font  ;e,  piece 

utu- 

reconnoit.      \  vous 

connuitn.  res    du  jour,    litcz    Ics    ouv: 

dc  Crcbillon   le  fils,  ct  dc  Marivaux       Lr  r  ell 

un  pein:  ilent -,  le  iccond  a  i:p  ctuil 

connoit   bicn  le  coeur,   peut-etrc  \  cu  crop. 

ns   du   cuc-ur  ct   de  i'clprit   \  :llon 

.n  iivrc  excellent    dans  ce   genre-,    les   c. 
y   font   bicn   marquez  •,    il    \  ulera    infinimenr, 

ct   ne  vous    1  laponoife 

de    TanzaV,  et    dc   Ncadame,    du   n  :eur,    eft 

une  aimable  extravagant  xiotis 

tres  .     entin     vous    trouverez    bien          :      b   dc 

quoi  vous   former  un   gout   lur  ct  Julie,    pourvu  quc 
vous   nc   preniez  pas  le  . 

C<  isile  lur   \utre   bonne  foi  a  Paris 

fans   furveillant,  attc  quc  vous   n'abuiercz  pas 

.nee.     Jc  ne  den  18  que   vous  ! 

•f    bicn  trairc,   je    vous    reconin-. 

les   plafi:  ..;e  que  »  lirs  d'un 

honncte   hon  :  clonncnt  du  brillant 

:a  debauche  avilit 
J'aurai  dcs  iclat  vr.ii\  et 

de  v  !,  et  felon  rcsrcl..  ljlus,  ou 

inoins,  ou  point  tiu  tout,   , 

T  -is  la  fcmaine,  ct 

;  •    •    i  vous  tanr  que 

vous  le  pourrez  chez  Ics  . 

ii    a  tous   les    Iia', 

les   Allcmands    que    vous   trouvcrcz,    pour  cntrttenir 
res  deux    langucs. 

Je 
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Je  vous  fouhaite,  mon  cher,  autant  de  nouvelles 
annees  que  vous  meriterez,  et  pas  une  de  plus.  Mais 
puiffiez  vous  en  meriter  un  grand  nombre. 

TRANSLATION. 

London,  Dec,  the  24th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AT  length  you  are  become  a  Parifian,  and  con- 
fequently  muft  be  addrefied  in  French  •,  you 
will  allb  anfwer  me  in  the  lame  language,  that  I 
may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  degree  in  which  you 
poflefs  the  elegancy,  the  delicacy,  and  the  orthogra- 
phy of  that  language,  which  is,  in  a  manner,  be- 
come the  univerfal  one  of  Europe.  I  am  allured 
that  you  fpeak  it  well ;  but  in  that  well  there  are 
gradations.  He,  who  in  the  provinces  might  be 
reckoned  to  fpeak  correctly,  would  at  Paris  be  look- 
ed upon  as  an  ancient  Gaul.  In  that  country  of 
mode,  even  language  is  fubvervient  to  fafhion,  which 
varies  almoft  as  often  as  their  clothes. 

The  affeffed,  the  refined,  the  neological^  cr  new  and 
fa/hionable  ftyle,  are  at  prefent  too  much  in  vogue 
at  Paris.  Know,  obfcrve,  and  occafionally  converfe 
(if  you  pleafe)  according  to  thofe  different  ftyles  •, 
but  do  not  let  your  tafte  be  infected  by  them.  Wit 
too  is  there  fubiervient  to  fafhion ;  and  actually,  at 
Paris,  one  muft  have  wit,  even  in  defpite  of  Mi- 
nerva. Every  body  runs  after  it;  although  if  it  does 
not  come  naturally,  and  of  itfelf,  it  never  can  be 
overtaken.  But,  unfortunately  fur  thofe  who  purlue, 
they  feize  upon  what  they  take  for  wit,  and  endea- 
vour to  pafs  it  for  fuch  upon  others.  This  is,  at  beft, 
the  lot  of  Ixion,  who  embraced  a  cloud  inftead  of 
the  Goddefs  he  purfurd.  Fine  fcntiments,  which  ne- 
ver 


us 

- 
but  rven   impoffiblc 

nts.      It  is  the  new  c 

•lc   is 

^  and  then  ! 

our    tafte    to   be 

>ur  turn, 
.^ke  the  good  old  cookery 

. 

a:  t;  -ille, 

i.taine.       \Vi.  never    they 
,   and  iulid  —  ! 

.o  be 

nor  :  n  :   as  a 

.(I  luch  inno\ 

MS.       On  the 
who   give    into 
ig  to  a<5b  thr 

with 
:     think 

their    < 

i  (as 
kingdom  in-  icrgone  many  v.< 

do  not  fay)  Lewis  the 
thirteenth,   but  of  Cardinal  :,    good 

iy.      It  was  refint  rhat 

.•at  king  at  lead,  if  not  a 

great 
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great  man.  Corneille  was  the  reftorer  of  true  tafte, 
and  the  founder  of  the  French  theatre ;  although 
rather  inclined  to  the  Italian  Concetti,  and  "the  Spanifh 
Agudeze.  Witnefs  thofe  epigrams  which  he  makes 
Chimene  utter  in  the  greateft  excefs  of  grief.  • 

Before  his  time  thofe  kind  of  itinerant  authors  call- 
ed Troubadours^  or  Romanciers,  were  a  fpecies  of  mad- 
men, who  attracted  the  admiration  of  fools.  Towards 
the  end  of  Cardinal  de  Richelieu's  reign,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  Lewis  the  fourteenth's,  the  Temple  of 
Tafte  was  eftabiilhed  at  the  hotel  of  Rambouillet ; 
but  that  tafte  was  not  judicioufly  refined  :  this  Tem- 
ple of  Tafte  might  more  properly  have  been  nam- 
ed, a  Laboratory  of  Wit,  where  good  fenfe  was  put 
to  the  torture,  in  order  to  extract  from  it  the  moft 
fubtil  eflTence.  There  it  was,  that  Voiture  laboured 
hard,  and  incefiantly,  to  create  wit.  At  length  Boi- 
leau  and  Moliere  fixed  the  itandard  of  true  tafte. 
In  fpite  of  the  Scudery's,  the  Calprenede's,  &c.  they 
defeated  and  put  to  flight  Artamenes^  Juba,  Oroon- 
dates,  and  all  thofe  heroes  of  romance  who  were 
notwithstanding  (each  of  them)  as  good  as  a  whole 
army.  Thofe  madmen  then  endeavoured  to  obtain 
an  afylum  in  libraries ;  this  they  could  not  accom- 
plifh,  ,  but  were  under  a  necefiliy  of  taking  fhelter 
in  the  chambers  of  fome  few  ladies.  I  would  have 
you  read  one  volume  of  Cleopatra,  and  one  of  Cle- 
lia,  it  will  other  wife  be  impofiible  for  you  to  form 
any  idea  of  the  extravagancies  they  contain  :  but 
God  keep  you  from  ever  perfevering  to  the  twelfth. 

During  almoft  the  whole  reign  of  Lewis  the  four- 
teenth, true  tafte  remained  in  its  purity,  until  it 
received  fome  hurt,  although  undefignedly,  from  a 
very  fine  genius,  I  mean  Monfieur  de  Fontenelle; 
who  with  the  greateft  ienfe,  and  moft  folid  learning, 
facrificed  rather  too  much  to  the  graces,  whole  molt 

favourite 


II.KFIKLD'S  LETTERS 

<uritc   child   and  pupil   he   \v  \vith 

n,  oihc 
ly   lor    u 

>und 

fewer    imitators,    than   th  did    mi- 

:aken  off  by    a  thoufand 

authors;  bu:  really  it:  :>y   any  one  that 

I  know 

time,    d  true    taftc   in    France 

s    to   me   not    well  cllablifhed.        It    cxifts,    but 
torn  0ns,      1  :u:c        one  party  of  perils  mai- 

of   hul:  :    women,   another  of   infipid 

authors,  whole  works  are  verba  et  voces  et  pr*terca 
J,  in  fhort,  a  numerous,  and  very  fafh ion- 
able  riters,  who,  in  a  metaphyfical  jum- 
ble, introduce  their  fallc  and  fubtil  :igs,  up- 
on the  movements  and  the  fentiments  of  the  foul, 
the  heart  and  ; 

1)  If    be  overpowered   by    fafhion, 

nor   by    particular    Jets   of   people,    with    whom    you 
be   connected  -,    but    try    all    th 

-.ny    in    |  own 

. 

hat  nothing   can  be   beautiful  un- 

btillia:  DOI    the    refult    of 

ty  and   juil:  ht,    is   but  a  falie 

ijiial- 
ird  to  thou:  .into  piu  fodezza% 

I    i.ot   to   hinder 

ing  externally   to   the   IT.-  ;  fTer- 

vou    may  chance  to  be. — 

\Vith    the   /••  :rcs  fpeak  epigrams,    falle   fenti- 

i^er-.rs    with    '  U  j   and  a   mixture  of  all 

theie  together,  with  profefied  beaux  efprits.     I  would 

tor,    at   your  as.  'it  not  to 

at    changing    the    tone    of    the    company,    but 

conform 
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conform  to  it.  Examine  well,  however;  weigh  all 
maturely  within  yourfelf-,  and  do  not  miftake  the 
tinfel  of  Tafib,  for  the  gold  of  Virgil. 

You  will  find  at  Paris  good  authors,  and  circles 
diftinguifhed  by  the  folidity  of  their  reafoning.  You 
will  never  hear  trifling^  affefted,  and  far  fought  con- 
verfations,  at  Madame  de  Monconleil's,  nor  at  the 
hotels  of  Matignon  and  Coigni,  where  (he  will  in- 
troduce you.  The  Prefi^ent,  Montefquiou,  will  not 
fpeak  to  you  in  the  epigrammatic  ftyle.  His  book, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Laws,  written  in  the  vulgar  tongue, 
will  equally  pleafe  and  inftruct  you. 

Frequent  the  theatre,  whenever  Corneille,  Racine, 
and  Moliere's  pieces  are  played.  They  are  accord- 
ing to  nature,  and  to  truth.  I  do  not  mean  by 
this  to  give  an  exclufion  to  feveral  admirable  mo- 
dern plays,  particularly  Cenie,  *  replete  with  fenti- 
mcnts  that  are  true,  natural,  and  applicable  to  one's 
felf.  If  you  chufe  to  know  the  characters  of  peo- 
ple, now  in  fafhion,  read  Crebillon  the  younger,  and 
Marivaux's  works.  The  former  is  a  moft  excellent 
painter;  the  latter  has  iludied,  and  knows  the  hu- 
man heart,  perhaps  too  well.  Crebillon's  Egaremens 
du  Cceur  et  de  I'Efprit  is  an  excellent  work  in  its 
kind ;  it  will  be  of  infinite  amufement  to  you,  and 
not  totally  ufelefs.  The  Japanefe  hiftory  of  Tanzai 
and  Neadarne,  by  the  fame  author,  is  an  amiable 
extravagancy,  interfperfed  with  the  moft  juft  reflecti- 
ons. In  fhort,  provided  you  do  not  miftake  the 
objects  of  your  attention,  you  will  find  matter  at 
Paris  to  form  a  good  and  true  tafte. 

As  I  fhall  let  you  remain  at  Paris,  without  any 
perfon  to  direct  your  conduct,  1  flatter  myfelf,  that 
you  will  not  make  a  bad  ule  of  the  confidence  I 
repofe  in  you.  I  do  not  require  that  you  fhould 

lead 

*  Imitated  in  Englifti  by  Mr.  Francis,  in  a  play  called  Eugenia. 


RS 

lead   the  ,  hin   friar  ;  quite  the  co; 

you  ;    but    1 

they   ihall    be    the  a  gentleman.  — 

Thi  >'oung    man's    ci 

but  debauch  and  degrades  it.      1  ihall 

-J  cxadt  accounts  of  your  conduct;  and, 
g  to  the  informations  1   receive,  ihail  be  more 
or  Ids,  or   not    at    all    yours. 

P.  S.  Do   not  omit  writing  to  me  on 

let     yo'.  :T    to    this    letter    be    in    J-'rench. 

i    as   much    as    poflible   with   the   fo- 
reign which  is  properly  travelling  into 

,t  countries,  without  going  from  one  place.     Speak 
.in    to   all    the    Italians,    and    German    to    all    the 
nans  you   meet,  in  order  not  to  forget  thole 
es. 

h   you,  my   dear  friend,  as   many  happy  new 
I  as  you  deierve  and  not  one  more.  —  May  you  de- 
ferve  a  great  number  ! 

!.      !        IT!       K        XVIII. 


B 


:ulon,  Jan.  the  3d,  O.  S 

4D, 

r  of  the  5th.  1   find  that  your 


ijond   one;   you  are 
entered    into    go  I     dare    fay    you 

will  not   link  into   b  ,-.t   the  houfcs  where 

you   have  been  once  invited,  and   have   none  of 
fliynefs  which  makes  mod  of  your  countrymen  11 
,  where  they  be  intimate,  and   domeftic  if 

•-•ver  yo-j  ;i  general   ir. 

you  pU  ...  ith  decency, 

.nd  then.     Lorj  Albemarle  will, 

I  am 
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am  fare,  be  extremely  kind  to  you  •,  but  his  houle 
is  only  a  dinner  houle  -,  and,  as  1  am  informed, 
frequented  by  no  French  people.  Should  he  hap- 
pen to  employ  you  in  his  bureau,  which  I  much 
doubt,  you  muft  write  a  better  hand  than  your 
common  one,  or  you  will  get  no  great  credit 
by  your  manufcripts  •,  for  your  hand  is  at  prefcnt 
an  illiberal  one,  it  is  neither  a  hand  of  bufmds, 
nor  of  a  gentleman  -,  but  the  hand  of  a  fchool  boy 
writing  his  exercife,  which  he  hopes  will  never  be 
read. 

Madame  de  Monconieil  gives  me  a  favourable  ac- 
count of  you,  and  ib  do  Marquis  de  Matignon,  and 
Madame  du  Boccage  •,  they  all  fay  that  you  defire  to 
pleafe,  and  coniequently,  promife  me  that  you  will : 
and  they  judge  right ;  for  whoever  really  defires 
to  pleafe,  and  hath  (as  you  now  have)  the  means 
of  learning  how,  certainly  will  pleafe  :  and  that  is  the 
great  point  of  life;  it  makes  all  other  things  eafy. 
Whenever  you  are  with  Madame  de  Monconfeil, 
Madame  du  Boccage,  or  other  women  of  fafhion, 
with  whom  you  are  tolerably  free,  fay  frankly  and 
naturally,  f  Je  tfai  point  d9  ufage  du  monde,  fy'  fids 
encore  bien  neuf^  je  foubaiterois  ardemment  de  pi  air  e^ 
mvis  je  ne  ffais  gueres  comment  m'y  prendre  ;  a'iez  la 
bonte  Madame  de  me  faire  part  de  votre  fecret  de 
plaire  a  tout  le  monde.  J'en  ferai  ma  fortune^  et  il 
<vous  ue  reftcra  pourtant  toujours,  plus  qtfil  ne  vous  en 
faut.  When,  in  confcquence  of  this  requeft,  they 
mall  tell  you  of  any  little  error,  awkwardneis,  or 
impropriety,  you  fhould  not  only  feel,  but  exprefs  the 
warmeft  acknowledgment.  Though  nature  fhould 

Coffer, 

t  "  I  know  little  of  the  world,  I  am  quite  a  novice  in  it; 
"  and  although  very  defirous  of  pleafing,  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  the 
*'  means.  Be  fo  good,  Madam,  as  to  let  me  into  your  fecret 
**  of  pleafing  every  body.  I  mail  owe  my  fuccefs  to  it,  and  you 
"  will  always  have  more  than  falls  to  vour  fiiare." 


8o      LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  LE'i 

fuffer,  and  me  will  at  firit  hearing  them  ;  tell  them,  J 
$ue  la  critique  Li  plus  feverey  eft  a  votre  igard 
la  plus  marquee  de  leur  ami  tie.     Madame  du  Boc 
tells  me  particularly    to  inform  you,  f  £V//  ;;;,- 
toujours  piiiftr  ft   bcnneur  de  me  vtnir  voir,  il  ejl 
qu'a  fon  age  le  plaf.r  de   caufer   eft  froidy   mats  je  ta- 
cberai   de  lui  fane  connoijfance,    avec  des  jeunes  gens, 
ufc  of  this   invitation,  and   as  you  live 
in  a  manner  next  door  to   h  and  out  there 

frequently.     Monfieur  du  Boccage  will  go  with  you, 
he   tells    me,  with    great   pleafure,  to    the   pi 
point   out   to    you    whatever    dcferves   your    knov 
there.      This  is  worth  your   acceptance   too,  he 
a  very   good   tafte.     1   have  not    yet  heard  from  La- 
dy Hervcy   upon   your  fubjcct,    but  as    you    inform 
me  that   you   have  already    hipped   with    her  on> 
look  upon   you  as   adopted   by   her :    confult   her  in 
all   your  little  matters  -,  tell    her    any  difficulties   that 
may    occur  to   you ;    afk    her    what   you    fhould   do 
or    fay,    in   fuch  or   fuch    cafes;    Jhe   has    Pufage  du 
monde  en  perfect 'ion,  and   will   help  you   to  acquire  it. 
Madame    de    Bcrkenrode   eft  pat  trie   de   graces \    and 
your  quotation   is  very  applicable  to  her.     You  may 
nere,   1  dare  fay,  as   often   as    you    plcaie,   and    I 

once  a  week. 

You   f.iy,  very  jullly,  that  asM,.  ll.utr  is   leaving 

you   lhall    want    advice    more   than    ever  ;    you 

ihall   never    I  ,u    have    already 

much    of     it,  J     mult     rather     repeat,    than 

to  what   1   have    air  .en  you  :   but  tL 

will 

1  That  you  will  look  upr>n  the  moft  fcvcre  criiicilms  at  the 
.tcft  pr<x>t  ::cnd(hip." 

f   "  I  (lull  always  receive  the  honour  of  his  vifui  with  pleafure  : 
"  it  is  true,    that   at    his    age  the  pleafures  of  converfation    are 
"  cold;    but   I    vvi.l    endeavour   to    bring    him   acquainted 
.i.g  people,  &c. 
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will  do,  and  add  to  it  occafionally,  as  c  ire  urn  (lances 
may  require.  At  p  re  lent,  I  (hall  only  remind  you 
of  your  two  great  object^,  which  you  fhoukl  al- 
ways attend  to  :  they  are  parliament  and  foreign  af- 
fairs. \Vith  regard  to  the  former,  you  can  do  no- 
thing, while  abroad,  but  attend  carefully  to  the  pu- 
rity, correctnds,  and  elegancy  of  your  diclion  •,  the 
clearnefs  and  gracefulnefs  of  your  utterance  in  what- 
ever language  you  fpeak.  As  for  the  parliamentary 
knowledge,  I  will  take  care  of  that,  when  you  come 
home.  With  regard  to  foreign  affairs,  every  thing 
you  do  abroad  may  and  ought  to  tend  that  way. 
Your  reading  fhould  be  chiefly  historical  •,  1  do  not 
mean  of  remote,  dark,  and  fabulous  hiftory,  ftill 
lefs  of  jimcrack  natural  hiftory  of  foffils,  minerals, 
plants,  &c.  but  I  mean  the  ufeful,  political,  and 
conftitutional  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  thefe  laft  three 
centuries  and  an  half.  The  other  thing  necefiary 
for  your  foreign  object,  and  not  lefs  riecefiary  than 
either  ancient  or  modern  knowledge,  is  a  great 
knowledge  of  the  world,  manners,  poSitenefs,  ad- 
cirefs,  and  k  ton  de  la  bonne  campaignie.  In  that 
view,  keeping  a  great  deal  of  good  company  is  the 
principal  point  which  you  are  now  to  attend  to. 
It  feems  ridiculous  to  tell  you,  but  it  is  moll  cer- 
tainly true,  that  your  dancing- mailer  is  at  this  time 
the  man  in  all  Europe  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
you.  You  mufl  dance  well,  in  order  to  fit,  (land, 
and  walk  well ;  and  you  mull  do  all  thefe  well  in  or- 
der to  pleafe.  What  with  your  exercifes,  fome  read- 
ing, and  a  great  deal  of  company,  your  day  is,  I  confefs, 
extremely  taken  up  ;  but  the  day,  if  well  employed, 
is  long  enough  for  every  thing  ;  and  I  am  lure  you 
will  not  flattcrn  away  one  moment  of  it  in  inaction. 
At  your  age,  people  have  ftrong  and  active  fpirits, 
alacrity  and  vivacity  in  all  they  do,  are  impigri,  in- 
defatigable, and  quick.  The  difference  is,  that  a 
VOL.  II.  G  -young 
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young    fellow  dif- 

pofmoiH   in    the    puriim    c;f    proper   <  dea- 

vours  to  excel  in  thr  and   in  t  :h  pans 

of    1  /reas   a 

all    his    youth    . 

i    he    is    ferious,  or   upon   d 1 1 1; r archil    vices,  while 
pleafure-          !  I   am   lure,    will 

.-lie  and   your  ^ood    con- 
duel  hitherto,  are   your  with   me   tor  the 
futu:                :inue  only   at    Paris  as   you 
and    your    Hay    there    will    make   you,    what    I 
always  wifhed  you  to  be-,  as   near  perfection  as  our 
nature    permits. 

.r-,    remember  t<>  ro  me  once 

a   week,  not  as  to  a  father,    but   without  reierve  as 
rid. 

I  IX. 

London,  Jan.  the  1 4th,  O.  S.  1751. 
DEARFRI! 

A  good    things  Mr    I  I.m 

t<;ld    me  of   you,    two    in    pa.  me 
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knowledge, 
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knowledge,  little  attended  to  here,  will  make  you 
not  only  uleful,  but  necefiary,  in  your  future  defli- 
nation,  and  carry  you  very  far.  He  added,  that  you 
wanted  from  hence  fome  books,  relative  to  our  laws 
and  conilitution,  our  colonies,  and  our  commerce  ; 
which  you  know  Ids  of  than  of  thole  of  any  other  part 
of  Europe.  I  will  fend  you  what  ihort  books  I  can 
find  of  that  fort,  to  give  you  a  general  notion  of  thofe 
things  ;  but  you  cannot  have  time  to  go  into  their 
depths  at  preient,  you  cannot  now  engage  with  new- 
folios  •,  you  and  I  will  refer  the  conftitutional  pare 
of  this  country  to  our  meeting  here,  when  we  will 
enter  ferioufly  into  it,  and  read  i&fcMiecelTary  books 
together.  In  the  mean  time,  go  on  in  the  courfe 
you  are  in,  of  foreign  matters ;  cpnverie  with  mi- 
nifters  and  others  of  every  country,  watch  the  tj-anf- 
actions  of  every  court,  and  endeavour  to  trace  them 
up  to  their  fource.  This,  with  your  phyfics,  your 
geometry,  and  you  exercifesr,  will  be  all  that  you 
can  pofiibly  have  time  for  at  Paris;  for  3011  mud 
allow  a  great  deal  for  company  and  pleafures :  in 
is  they  that  muft  give  you  thofe  manners,  that  ad- 
drefs,  that  tournure  of  the  beau  monde,  which  will 
qualify  you  for  your  future  deftination.  You  muft 
firlt  pleafe,  in  order  to  get  the  confidence,  and  con  - 
fequently  the  fecrets,  of  the  courts  and  minifters  for 
whom  and  with  whom  you  negociate. 

I  will  fend  you  by  the  firil  opportunity,  a  fiiort 
book  written  by  Lord  Bolingbroke,  under  the  name 
of  Sir  John  Oldcaftle,  containing  remarks  upon  the 
Hiftory  of  England;  which  will  give  you  a  clear 
general  notion  of  our  conititution,  and  which  will 
ferve  you,  at  the  fame  time  (like  all  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  works)  for  a  model  of  eloquence  and  ftyle. 
I  will  alfo  fend  you  Sir  Jofiah  Ghilde's  little  book 
upon  trade,  which  may  properly  be  called,  the  Com- 
mercial Grammar.  He  Jays  down  the  true  princi- 
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will   have  but  barely   time  to  dip  now   and  then   in 
other  lefs  important  books. 

Lord   Albemark  has  (I  know)  wrote  to  a  friend  of 
his  here,  that  you  do  not  frequent  him  fo  much  as  he 
expected  and  dcfired  •,  that   he  fears  fomebody  or  other 
lias  given   you  wrong  imprelTions  of  him  ;  and  that  I 
may   pofiiblv    think,   from    your  being  feldom   at  his 
houfe,  that    he  has  been  wanting  in  his  attentions  to 
you.     I  told  the  perfon  who  told  me  this,  that,  on  the 
contrary,   you  feemed,  by  your  letters  to  me,  to  be  ex- 
tremely pleafed  with  Lord  Albemarle's  behaviour   to 
you  ;    but  that  you  were  obliged   to   give   up   dining 
abroad,    during  your  courfe  of  experimental   philofo- 
phy.       I  gueflcd  the  true   reafon,   which  1  believe  was, 
that,   as  no  French  people  frequent  his  houfe,   you  ra- 
ther chofe  to  dine  at  other  places,    where  you   were 
likely  to  meet  with  better  company  than  your  country- 
men i   and    you  were  in  the  right   of   it.     However, 
I  would  have  you  (hew  no  fhynefs  to  Lord  Albemarle, 
but  go  to  him,   and  dine  with  him  oftener  than  it  may 
be  you  would  svifb  ;    for  the  fake  of  having  him  fpeak 
well  of  you   here,  when    he  returns.       He  is  a  good 
deal  in  fafhion  here,  and  his  puffing  you  (to  ufe  an  awk- 
ward exprefllon)    before  your  return    here,    will  be  of 
s^reat  ufe  to  you  afterwards.     People   in  general  take 
characters,  as  they  do  mod  things,  upon  trufr,   rather 
than   to  be  at  the   trouble  of  examining   them  them- 
felves ;    and    the  decifions  of     four    or  five  fafh  ion- 
able    people,    in    every    place,    are  final,    more    par- 
ticularly   with   regard    to    characters,   which    all    can 
hear,    and    but     few    judge    of.      Do     not    mention 
the  lead  of  this  to  any  mortal,    and    take   care  that 
Lord  Albemarle  do  not  fufpect  that   you   know  any 
thing  of  the  matter. 

Lord  Huntingdon  and  Lord  Stormont  are,  I  hear, 
arrived  at  Paris  •,  you  have,  douhtlefs,  feen  them. 
Lord  Stormont  is  well  fpoken  of  here  -,  however,  in 
your  connections,  if  you  form  any  with  them,  (how 
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bientot  ccmme  un  de  nous  autres.  However  unbecom- 
ing this  fpeech  may  be  in  the  mouth  of  a  French- 
man, I  am  very  glad  that  they  think  it  applica- 
ble to  you  ;  for  I  would  have  you  not  only  adopr, 
but  rival,  the  bed  manners  and  ulagcs  of  the  place 
you  are  at,  be  they  what  they  will ;  that  is  the  verfatili- 
ty  of  manners,  which  is  fo  ufeful  in  the  courfe  of  the 
world.  Chufe  your  models  well  at  Paris  :  and  then  rival 
them  in  their  own  way.  There  are  fafhionable  words, 
phrafes,  and  even  geliures,  at  Paris  ;  which  are  called 
du  bon  ton  -9  not  to  mention  cer fames  petit  es  politeffes 
et  attentions,  qui  ne  font  rien  en  elks  memes,  which 
fafhion  has  rendered  necefiary.  Make  yourielf  mailer 
of  all  thefe  things  ;  and  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
make  the  French  fay,  qu'on  dirvit  que  c*eft  un 
Franfois;  and  when  hereafter  you  fhall  be  at  other 
courts,  do  the  fame  thing  there,  and  conform  to  the 
fafhionable  manners  and  ufage  of  the  place  ;  that  is 
what  the  French  themfelves  are  not  apt  to  do  : 
wherever  they  go,  they  retain  their  own  manners,  as 
thinking  them  the  beftj  but,  granting  them  to  be 
fo,  they  are  ftill  in  the  wrong,  not  to  conform  to 
thofe  of  the  place.  One  would  defire  to  pleafe^ 
wherever  one  is  -,  and  nothing  is  more  innocently  flat- 
tering, than  an  approbation,  and  an  imitation  of  the 
people  one  converfes  with. 

I  hope  your  colleges  with  Marcel  go  on  profper- 
oufly.  In  thofc  ridiculous,  though,  at  the  fame 
time,  really  important  lectures,  pray  attend  ±  and  defire 
your  profefibr  alfo  to  attend  more  particularly  to  the 
chapter  of  the  arms.  It  is  they  that  decide  of  a  man's 
being  genteel  or  otherwife,  more  than  any  other 
part  of  the  body.  A  twift,  or  ftiflhefs  in  the  wrift, 

will  make  any   man  in    Europe  look  awkward. 

The  next  thing  to  be  attended  to,  is  your  coming 
into  a  room,  and  preferring  yourielf  to  a  company. 

This 
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Jy  value  ;  I  mean  Vaimable,  This  douceur  is  not  fo  ea- 
fily  defcribed  as  felt.  It  is  the  compound  relult  of 
different  things  :  a  co'.nplaifunce,  a  flexibility,  but  not  a 
fervility  of  manners :  an  air  of  foftnefs  in  the  counte- 
nance, gefture,  and  expreflion  ;  equally,  whether 
you  concur,  or  differ,  with  the  perfon  you  converfe 
with.  Obterve  thofe  carefully,  thofe  who  have 
that  docenr^  that  charms  you  and  others ;  and  your 
own  good  fenfe  will  foon  enable  you  to  dilcover 
the  different  ingredients  of  which  it  is  compofed. 
You  mull  be  more  particularly  attentive  to  this 
douceur i  whenever  you  are  obliged  to  refufe  what  is 
afked  of  you,  or  to  fay  what,  in  itfelf,  cannot  be  ve- 
ry agreeable  to  thofe  to  whom  you  fay  it.  It  is 
then  the  necefTary  gilding  of  a  difagreeable  pill. — 
Uaimable  confifts  in  a  thoufand  of  thefe  little  things 
aggregately.  It  is  the  fuaviter  in  modo,  which  I  have 
fo  often  recommended  to  yon.  The  refpeftable,  Mr. 
Harte  affures  me,  you  do  not  want  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve him.  Study,  then,  carefully,  and  acquire  per- 
fectly the  aimable^  and  you  will  have  every  thing. 

Abbe  Guafco,  who  is  another  of  your  panegyrifts, 
writes  me  word,  that  he  has  carried  you  to  dinner  at 
Marquis  de  St.  Germain's;  where  you  will  be  wel- 
come as  often  as  you  pleafe,  and  the  oftener  the 
better.  Profit  of  that,  upon  the  principle  of  travel- 
ling in  different  countries,  without  changing  places. 
He  fays  too,  that  he  will  carry  you  to  the  parlia- 
ment, when  any  remarkable  caufe  is  to  be  tried. 
That  is  very  well ;  go  through  the  feveral  cham- 
bers of  the  parliament,  and  fee  and  hear  what  they 
are  doing :  join  practice  and  obfcrvation  to  your 
theoretical  knowledge  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
No  Englifhman  has  the  leaft  notion  of  them. 

I  need 
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foon   be  at   the  head   of  that   afTembly  i  but   without 
thofe  two,  no  knowledge  is  iufticient. 

Lord  Huntingdon  writes  me  word,  that  he  has 
feen  you,  and  that  >ou  have  renewed  your  old  fchool- 
..iintance.  Tell  me  fairly  your  opinion  of  him, 
ana  of  his  friend  Lord  Stormont ;  and  alib  of  the 
inner  Lnglifh  people  of  faihion  you  meet  with.  1 
pronme  you  inviolable  lecrecy  on  my  part.  You 
ana  i  malt  now  write  to  each  other  as  friends,  and 
without  the  leait  referve ;  there  will  for  the  future  be 
a  thoiiland  things  in  my  letters,  which  I  would  noc 
have  any  mortal  living  but  yourielf  fee,  or  knowa 
Thofe  you  will  eafily  diitinguilh,  and  neither  fhow  nor 
repeat  ;  and  i  will  do  the  fame  by  you. 

To  come  to  another  fubjedt,  for  I  have  a  pleaiurc 
in  talking  over  every  fubject  with  you  ;  how  deep  are 
you  in  Italian  ?  Do  you  underftand  Ariofto,  Taffo5 
Boccaccio,  and  Machiavelli  ?  If  you  do,  you  know 
enough  of  ir,  and  may  know  all  the  reft,  by  reading, 
when  you  have  time.  Little  or  no  bufmefs  is  writ- 
ten in  Italian,  except  in  Italy  ±  and  if  you  know- 
enough  of  it,  to  underftand  the  few  Italian  letters,  that 
may  in  time  come  in  your  way,  and  to  fpeak  Italian  to- 
lerably to  thofe  very  few  Italians  who  fpeak  no  French, 
give  yourielf  no  farther  trouble  about  that  language, 
till  you  happen  to  have  full  leifure  to  perfect  yourielf 
in  it.  It  is  not  the  fame  with  regard  to  German  ;  your 
Ipeaking  and  writing  that  well,  will  particularly  diltin- 
guifh  you  from  every  other  man  in  England  ,  and  is, 
moreover,  of  great  ule  to  any  one  who  is,  as  pro- 
bably you  will  be,  employed  in  the  empire.  There- 
fore, pray  cultivate  them  feduloufly,  by  writing  four 
or  five  lines  of  German  every  day,  and  by  fpeaking 
it  to  every  German  you  meet  with. 

You  have  now  got  a  footing  in   a  great  many  good 
houfes   at   Paris,    in    which    1    advile   you    to  make 
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LETTER        XXI. 

London,  Jan.  the  28th,  O.  S.  1751. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

A  Bill,  for  ninety  pounds  flerling,  was  brought  me 
the  other  day,  laid  to  be  drawn  upon  me  by 
you;  I  fcrupled  paying  itatfirft,  not  upon  account  of 
the  fum,  but  becaufe  you  had  lent  me  no  letter  of  ad- 
vice, which  is  always  done  in  thofe  tranfadions  ;  and 
ftill  more,  becaufe  I  did  not  perceive  that  you  had 
figned  it.  The  perfon  who  p  relented  it,  defired  me 
to  look  again,  and  that  I  mould  difcover  your  name 
at  the  bottom  •,  accordingly  I  looked  again,  and, 
with  the  help  of  my  magnifying  glafs,  did  perceive, 
that  what  I  had  at  firft  taken  only  for  fomebody's 
mark  was,  in  truth,  your  name,  written  in  the 
worft  and  fmallefl  hand  I  ever  faw  in  my  life.  I  can- 
not write  quite  fo  ill,  but  it  was  fomething  like  this, 
y#/vV^4  tsfasSyfaft'*'*  However,  I  paid  it  at  a 
venture;  though  I  would  almofl  rather  lofe  the  mo- 
ney, than  that  fuch  a  fignature  mould  be  yours. 
All  gentlemen,  and  all  men  of  bufinefs,  write 
their  names  always  in  the  fame  way,  that  their  fig- 
nature  may  be  fo  well  known  as  not  to  be  eafiiy 
counterfeited;  and  they  generally  fign  in  rather 
a  larger  character  than  their  common  hand; 
whereas  your  name  was  in  a  lefs,  and  a  worfe, 
than  your  common  writing.  This  fug^efted 
to  me  the  various  accidents  which  may  very  pro- 
bably happen  to  you,  while  you  write  fo  ill.  For 
inftance,  if  you  were  to  write  in  fuch  a  character 
to  the  fecretary's  office,  your  letter  would  immedi- 
ately be  fent  to  the  decypherer,  as  containing  mat- 
ters of  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  not  fit  to  be  trailed  to  the 
common  character.  If  you  were  to  write  fo  to  an  anti- 
quarian, 
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is)  is  too  big  for  them  ;  they  run,  they  hare,  they 
puzzle,  confound,  and  perplex,  themfelves  ;  they  want 
to  do  every  thing  at  once,  and  never  do  ic  at  all. 
But  a  man  of  fenfe  takes  the  time  neceffary  for 
doing  the  thing  he  is  about,  well  -,  and  his  hade  to 
difpatch  a  bufinefs,  only  appears  by  the  continuity 
of  his  application  to  it  :  he  purfues  it  with  a  cool 
fteadineis,  and  finifhes  it  before  he  begins  any  other. 
I  own  your  time  is  much  taken  up,  and  you  have  a 
great  many  different  things  to  do :  but  remember, 
that  you  had  much  better  do  half  of  them  well, 
and  leave  the  other  half  undone,  than  to  do  them 
all  indifferently.  Moreover,  the  few  leconds  that  are 
faved  in  the  courie  of  the  day,  by  writing  ill  in- 
(lead  of  well,  do  not  amount  to  an  object  of  time, 
by  any  means  equivalent  to  the  difgrace  or  ridicule 
of  writing  the  fcrawl  of  a  common  whore.  Confi- 
der,  that  if  your  very  bad  writing  could  furnifh  me 
with  matter  of  ridicule,  what  will  it  not  do  to  others, 
who  do  not  view  you  in  that  partial  light  that  I  da. 
There  was  a  Pope,  I  think  it  was  Cardinal  Chigi, 
who  was  juftly  ridiculed  for  his  attention  to  little  things, 
and  his  inability  in  great  ones ;  and  therefore  called 
maximus  in  minimis,  and  minimus  in  maximis  \  Why  ? 
Becaufe  he  attended  to  little  things,  when  he  had 
great  ones  to  do.  At  this  particular  period  of 
your  life,  and  at  the  place  you  are  now  in,  you 
have  only  little  things  to  do ;  and  you  fhould 
make  it  habitual  to  you  to  do  them  well,  that  they 
may  require  no  attention  from  you  when  you  have, 
as  I  hope  you  will  have,  greater  things  to  mind. 
Make  a  good  hand-writing  familiar  to  you  now,  that 
you  may  hereafter  have  nothing  but  your  matter  to 
think  of,  when  you  have  occafion  to  write  to  Kings 
and  Minifters.  Dance,  drefs,  prefent  yourfelf,  habitu- 
ally well  now,  that  you  may  have  none  of  thofc  little 
things  to  think  of  hereafter,  and  which  will  be  all 

neceflury 
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i*  done 

do. 

As    1    am 
can  be  r-v 

. 

your  firft  acquaiiv  :j  much  . 

no  others. 

chiefly  .. 

have  got  fo  m  nnot 

be  at  ti 

care  noc  to  u  ik,    that 

you  ncglccl  o 
more    iligni!; 

would   be  u:  i    and    imprudent    on    your    j 

and  >rgivcn  on  tlu-iis.      Call  upon  the 

though   \  not   Hay   with   them  io  Ion- 

:cll   them  that  you  are  forry   you   arc  obi 
to  go   av  !i    and    : 

gagcments,  which  good  breeding  obi; 

;ul    iniinuate  that   you  woulJ 

In    ihort,   t. 
friends,  and  as  tew  \ 
1    do  not    mean    by    perfonal    : 

of'  which  no   man  can    : 
dozen    in   the    whc/i 

itioo 
.c  word  -,  >ple  wh 

!l,  and  :  Up- 

iie    who'-  onimend   to  you 

Usg> 

do  \'.  /  ith- 

out   them    your   bell    qm  ; 

cffi< 
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efficacy.  Endeavour  to  be  fafhionable  among  the 
French,  which  will  foon  make  you  fafhionable  here. 
Monfieur  de  Matignon  already  calls  you  le  petit  Fran- 
fois.  If  you  can  get  that  name  generally  at  Paris,  U 
will  put  you  a  la  mode.  Adieu,  my  dear  child. 

LETTER       XXII. 

London,  Feb.  the  4th,  O.  S.   175!' 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  accounts  which  I  receive  of  you  from  Paris 
grow  every  day  more  and  more  fatisfactory. 
Lord  Albemarle  has  wrote  a  fort  of  a  panegyrick 
of  yon,  which  has  been  feen  by  many  people  here,  and 
which  will  be  a  very  ufeful  forerunner  for  you.  Be- 
ing in  famion,  is  an  important  point  for  any  body, 
any  where  •,  but  it  would  be  a  very  great  one  for  you 
to  be  eftablifhed  in  the  famion  here,  before  you  return. 
Your  bufmefs  would  be  half  done  by  it,  as  I  am  fure  you 
would  not  give  people  reafon  to  change  their  favourable 
prae-fentiments  of  you.  The  good  that  is  faid  of  you 
will  not,  I  am  convinced,  make  you  a  coxcomb ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  being  thought  (till  to  wane 
Ibme  little  accomplimments,  will,  I  am  periuaded, 
not  mortify  you,  but  only  animate  you  to  acquire 
them  :  I  will,  therefore,  give  you  both  fairly  in  the 
following  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  lately  received 
from  an  impartial  and  difcerning  friend. 

"  *  J'ofe  vous  aiTurer  que  Monfieur  Stanhope  reuf- 
"  fira.  II  a  un  grand  fond  de  Icavoir,  et  une  rnemoire 

VOL.  II.  H  "  prodigieiile, 

"  *  Permit  me  to  afTure  you,  Sir,  that  Mr.  Stanhope  will  fuc- 
"  ceed.  He  has  a  great  fund  of  Knowledge,  and  an  uncommonly 
"  good  memory,  although  he  does  not  make  any  parade  of  either 
"  the  one  or  the  other.  He  is  defirous  of  pleating,  and  he  will 
"  pleafe.  He  has  an  expreffive  countenance  ;  his  figure  is  elegant, 

"  although 
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"  prodigicufe,  fans  faire  parade  de  Tun  (  . 

k-   I!  laire,  ct  il  plaira.     II  a  dc  la  pi. 

"  nomic  quoiquc   petite.     I! 

"  ricn   dc  gauche,  q 

rcquilcs,  quc   Marcel   ct   les   fcmmes  lui 
"  donneront  bir  nfin  il  ne  lui   manque  qu. 

"  qui  dcvoit  necefiairement  lui  manquer  ,  jc 

"  vcux  dire,  Les  ufages,  ecu: 

qui  nc  s'..  :it  (jue  \  .  :\s  ct 

"  la  bonne  comp  [>rit,  il  les  prcn- 

"  dra   b 

'mpagnies   les  plus  propr  lui 

By  this  extract,  which  I   can  allure  you  is  a  faithful 
one,  I    !   have   both  of  us    t; 

>.v    much  you  have,    and    how    1: 
want  '    yon  have  i;ive  you     :r' 

ther  ming  modcfty,  but  aL   th-  :nore 

interior    firmncfs   and    a! 
want,  which 

• 
truti  a    very 

. 

fpeft 

ihot  -he  little-  oms, 

and  ii   mull:  ailopf,   and  nuke  ha- 

bitu  ',ow  your  only    i  uni 

vcrfuies  ,  in  ,f)ung  fellows  and  tine  wo:i;cn  will 

ires. 

Monfieur 

hom-h  little.      He  has  not  the  }c.i\}  awkwardncfs,  though    he 

. 

"  the  ladp 
««  thofc  things.   V  igr,  mull  , 

.nncrs,  u: 
:.iny.     Ready, 

he  will   foon  learn  them  ;  particularly  as  he  frequents  fuch 
"  companies  as  are  the  m&ft  proper  to  gi 
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Monfieur  du  Boccage  is  another  of  your  panegy- 
rifts ;  and  he  tells  me  that  Madame  du  Boccage  a 
pris  avec  vous  le  ton  de  mie  et  de  bonne  ,  and  that  you 
like  it  very  well.  You  are  in  the  right  of  it ;  it  is  the 
way  of  improving :  endeavour  to  be  upon  that  foot 
with  every  woman  you  converie  with  ;  excepting  where 
there  may  be  a  tender  point  of  connection ;  a  point 
which  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  :  but  if  fuch  a  one 
there  is,  I  hope  (lie  has  not  de  mauvais  nl  de  vilains  bras* 
which  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking  a  very  difagreeable 
thing. 

I  have  fcnt  you,  by  the  opportunity  of  Pollock  the 
courier,  who  was  once  my  fcrvant,  two  little  parcels  of 
Greek  and  Englifh  books  j  and  fhall  fend  you  two 
more  by  Mr.  Yorke  :  but  1  accompany  them  with  this 
caution  ;  that,  as  you  have  not  much  time  to  read, 
you  mould  employ  it  in  reading  what  is  the  moft  ne- 
ceflary,  and  that  is,  indifputably,  modern  hiftorical, 
geographical,  chronological,  and  political  knowledge ; 
the  prefent  constitution,  maxims,  force,  riches,  trade, 
commerce,  characters,  parties,  and  cabals,  of  the  fe- 
veral  courts  of  Europe.  Many  who  are  reckoned 
good  fcholars,  though  they  know  pretty  accurately 
the  governments  of  Athens  and  Rome,  arc  totally 
ignorant  of  the  constitution  of  any  one  country  now  in 
Europe,  even  of  their  own.  Read  juft  Latin  and 
Greek  enough  to  keep  up  your  clafilcal  learning, 
which  will  be  an  ornament  to  you  while  young,  and 
a  comfort  to  you  when  old.  But  the  true  nfeful  know- 
ledge, and  efpecially  for  you,  is  the  modern  know- 
ledge above-mentioned.  It  is  that  which  muft  qua- 
lify you  both  for  domeftic  and  foreign  bufineis,  and 
it  is  to  that,  therefore,  ihat  you  mould  principally 
direct 'your  attention  ;  and  I  know  with  great  pleafurc, 
that  you  do  fo.  1  would  not  thus  commend  you  t:> 
youricif,  if  1  thought  commendations  would  have  upon 
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you  thofe  ill  effects,  whicli  the-  pon 

weak  min.:        I    thin  ich    abcv.e   being   a 

vain  coxcomb,  o<  -g   your  own    merit,  anc: 

lulling  others  with  a  fuperabu; 

;  d  that  the  confciouihcfs  of  n 

makes  a  man  of  lenic  moir 

A  man  who  v  his  own  mer:r  xcomh, 

a  man  who  docs  not  know   r  man  of 

fenfe   knows  ir,    exerts  it,    avails    hin  it,    but 

r   boaits  of  it  ;  and  always  fmns  rather  to  under 
over  value  it,  though,  in  truth,   i  :  he  right 

value  upon  it.     It  is  a  very  true  maxim  of  la  Bruycre's 
(an  author  well  worth  your  ftudying)  qtfon  ne  vaut  dans 
*dtj  que  ce  quc  Von  :nan   who   is 

really  diffident,  n  ..Ihful,  be   \\\ 

it  will,  never  can  pufli  himlelf  in    the    world;   hi- 
fpondency  throws  him  into  inadion  -,  arid  > 
the  bullling,  and   tlv  .ut,  will    .  the 

better  of  him.     The  manner  the   whole   diffe- 

rence.     What  would  be  impudence  in  one  Mannc; 
only  Another. 

of   l  knowk-i1  iie   world,  will   alfert 

Cue  his  own  ol  adily 

IS   the  moft  impudent  ;ng,  and 

comiiy)rily  more   •  then    1,<  .  ii  to 

eagages  and 

ver-bearing    . 
•r       1    repeat  my 
fcrtittr   in  re. 
.idlers,   mod<  i.inners,  of  r 

i:ch   are    very   1;!,  the    pre- 

'•uycre.      But   would   you   know   , 
X  of  mo  'iicault,  who, 

I  an.  :.ts  him  very 
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Give  the  enclofed  to  Abbe  Guafco,  of  whom  you 
make  good  ufe,  to  go  about  with  you,  and  fee 
things.  Between  you  and  me,  he  has  more  know- 
ledge than  parts.  Mais  un  habile  homme  faait  tirer 
parti  dc  tout*,  and  every  body  is  good  for  fomething. 
Prefident  Monrdquieu  is,  in  every  fenfe,  a  moft  ufe- 
ful  acquaint*-.  :e.  He  has  parts,  joined  to  great 
reading  and  knowledge  of  the  world.  Puifez  dans 
cette  fource  tant  que  vous  pourrez. 

Adieu  !  May  the  graces  attend  you  ;  for  without 
them  ogni  fatica  e  vana.  If  they  do  not  come  to 
you  willingly,  ravifh  them,  and  force  them  to  ac- 
company all  you  think,  all  you  fay,  and  all  you 
do. 
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London,  Feb.  the  nth,  O.  S.  1751, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

WHEN  you  go  to  the  play,  which  I  hope  you  do 
often,  for  it  is  a  very  inftructive  amuiement, 
you  muft  certainly  have  obferved  the  very  different 
effects  which  the  feveral  parts  have  upon  you,  ac- 
cording as  they  are  well  or  ill  acted.  The  very 
bed  tragedy  of  Corneille's,  if  well  fpoken  and  acted, 
interefts,  engages,  agitates,  and  affects  your  paffions. 
Love,  terror,  and  pity,  alternately  poffeis  you.  But, 
if  ill  fpoken  and  acted,  it  would  only  excite  your  in- 
dignation or  your  laughter.  Why  ?  It  is  dill  Cor- 
neille's  it  is  the  fame  fenfe,  the  fame  matter,  whether 
well  or  ill  a&ed.  It  is  then  merely  the  manner  of 
fpeaking  and  acting  that  makes  this  great  difference 
in  the  effects.  Apply  this  to  yourfelf,  and  conclude 
from  it,  that  if  you  would  either  pleafe  in  a  private 
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looks,  £'  on,    proper   aco 

jllll 

t,   and  dull  fellows,  will 

in   1 1  i     their    iolid   matter,    and    rtrong   irafon- 

J  let  thf  ,  1  thofe  graces   and  c- 

men-  !    and    t  the 

ill   poflV. 

but   lliong  will 

neitl 

iifguil.     \Vr 
-e    to    I  «n   to  be 

it  implies   our  previous    ignora  mutt 

1". 

know  that  i 
•IK-    in    (!i;^  pailia- 

as   ;•  .      T  it,   that  lu 

Manner    than    1\  Mr. 

;  eak- 

: 

• 

tii.it   t1 

-nts    ftronger,    than  other   j 
\pe<fl    cxtraordir, 

he   lead,  but   the    houfe  ex- 
,ind    t 
. 

very   little  parliamentary    knowledge ;    his 

arguments  often 
'.•nee  is  fuperior,  his  adlion  grace- 
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fill,  his  enunciation  jufl  and  harmonious  •,  his  periods 
are  well  turned,  and  every  word  he  makes  ufc  of 
is  the  very  befl,  and  the  mod  exprefilve,  that  can 
be  uled  in  that  place.  This,  and  not  his  matter, 
made  him  pay- matter,  in  fpite  of  both  King  and 
Minifters.  From  this,  draw  the  obvious  conclufion. 
The  fame  thing  holds  full  as  true  in  convention  ; 
where  even  trifles,  elegantly  exprefled,  well  looked, 
and  accompanied  with  graceful  action,  will  ever  pleafe, 
beyond  all  the  home-fpun,  unadorned  fenfe  in  the 
world.  Reflect  on  one  fide,  how  you  feel  within  your- 
felf,  while  you  are  forced  to  fuffer  the  tedious,  mud- 
dy, and  ill-turned  narration  of  fome  awkward  fellow, 
even  though  the  fa<5t  may  be  interefting ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  with  what  pleafure  you  attend  to 
the  relation  of  a  much  lefs  interefting  matter,  when 
elegantly  exprefled,  genteely  turned,  and  gracefully 
delivered.  By  attending  carefully  to  all  thefe  agrL 
mem  in  your  daily  converfation,  they  will  become 
habitual  to  you,  before  you  come  into  parliament ; 
and  you  will  have  nothing  then  to  do,  but  to  raife 
them  a  lictle  when  you  come  there.  I  would  wifh 
you  to  be  fo  attentive  to  this  object,  that  I  would 
not  have  you  fpeak  to  your  footman,  but  in  the 
very  bed  words  that  the  fubjedl  admits  of,  be  the 
language  which  it  will.  Think  of  your  words,  and 
of  their  arrangement,  before  you  fpeak ;  chufe  the 
mod  elegant,  and  place  them  in  the  beft  order. 
Confult  your  own  ear,  to  avoid  cacophony;  and 
what  is  very  near  as  bad,  monotony.  Think  alfo 
of  your  gedure  and  looks,  when  you  are  fpeaking 
even  upon  the  mod  trifling  fubjedts.  The  fame 
things,  differently  exprcfled,  looked,  and  delivered, 
ceafe  to  be  the  fame  things.  The  mod  paffionate 
lover  in  the  world  cannot  make  a  dronger  declara- 
tion of  love,  than  the  "Bourgeois  gentilhomme  does  in 
this  happy  form  of  words,  Mourir  d*  amour  me  font 
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belle  Mar  quiff  vos  beaux  yeux.      I  defy  any  hoc! 

moi\  .  Jvife  no  bo 

and    I    \snuld  recommend  to  you,  rather  to   Imother 

and  con«  ,    th.m    to  reveal    it 

in  thefe   words.     Serioufl),  this  holds  in  r 

as  u  i    that   ludicrous    inftance.     The  \ 

attend  ver\    minutely  to  the 
the   CO::  .ind    the    el--  of  their  (\ 

m,    and  in  their  letters.      Bien  natr<> 
an    object    of     their    Ihidy ;    and   though 

ry    it    t  ition,    they    r  nk    into 

:rh   the  worft  extreme- 
,    and   form    your    French    ftyle 
;    elegancy    in  one  language    will   re- 
t    in    all.     I    knew    a   young   man,  who, 
',   jiilt   tl  ner    of    parliament, 

r  being  difcovt-red,  through  the    key 

lelf   in  the  r 

and  iurcs.      I     could    iv>t 

:c   contrary,  thought 
than   thole    who    laughed     at    him  •, 
for   he   knew    t!  nance   o;  little    o 

i   not.     Your  lit- 
tle pcMicM,   iuhu  hi  1  by   the 
turned;  or   a    hlank< 

ilv   tlu-  ct,  I  believt  hufc 

the    io:  ..re   in    the    right,  for 

•   \vorll  bred   man    in 
t  ill   her  fan,    would  cert. 
re   it    her  man    in 

'.o  no  more.     The  tl  however 

would   be   confiderable  •,    the    latter  pleafe   by 

IK  -,  the  former  would  be  laughed  at 
for  d.>ir,p    i:  ;  .!y.      !  and  repr 

li   never  repeating   it    to   you, 

id    all     thofe. 

ornaments,  mud  now  be    the   only   objects    of  your 

attention  i 
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attention  -,  it  is  now,  or  never,  that  you  muft 
acquire  them.  Poftpone,  therefore,  all  other  con- 
fiderations ;  make  them  now  your  ferious  ftudy : 

you   have   not  one    moment   to    lofe. The   folid 

and  the  ornamental  united,  are  undoubtedly  bed ; 
but  were  I  reduced  to  make  an  option,  I  mould 
without  hefitation  chufe  the  latter. 

I  hope  you  afliduoufly  frequent  Marcel,*  and  car- 
ry, graces  from  him  •,  nobody  had  more  to  fpare 
than  he  had  formerly.  Have  you  learned  to  carve  ? 
for  it  is  ridiculous  not  to  carve  well.  A  man  who 
tells  you  gravely  that  he  cannot  carve,  may  as  well 
tell  you  that  he  cannot  blow  his  nofe-,  it  is  both  as  ne- 
cefiary,  and  as  eafy. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Huntingdon, 
whom  I  love  and  honour  extremely,  as  I  dare  fay 
you  do  •,  I  will  write  to  him  loon,  though  I  believe 
he  has  hardly  time  to  read  a  letter  •,  and  my  letters 
to  thofe  I  love  are,  as  you  know  by  experience,  not 
very  Ihortones  :  this  is  one  proof  of  it,  and  this  would 
have  been  longer,  if  the  paper  had  been  fo.  Good 
night  then,  my  dear  child. 

LETTER      XXIV. 

London,  Feb.  the  28th,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THIS  epigram  in  Martial, 
Non  amo  te,  Sabidi,  nee  poffum  dicere 
Hoc  tantum  poffum  dicere^  non  amo  te, 
has  puzzled  a  great  many  people ;  who  cannot  con- 
ceive how  it  is  poilible  not  to  love   any  body,  and 
yet  not  to  know  the  reafon  why.      I   think  I   con- 
ceive Martial's  meaning  very  clearly,  though  the  na- 
ture 
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ture  of  epig:  is  to  be  fhor  :  al- 

low him  to  explain  it   more-  Ac  it  to 

be  this,   O  Sabidis,  you  are   a   very  worthy  defei 
man-,  you  i\.  oufand  good  qualities,  you  have  a 

great  deal  of  learning  ;    /  ejleem,   I  refpefi,  lut  for  the 
foul  of  me  I  cannot   love  you,   though 
cularly  fay  why.     Tou  are  not  an  not 

tbofe  engaging  manners*  tbofe  pleafing  attentions,  tbofe 
graces,  and  that  addrefs,  which  are  abfolutety  necejjary 
to  pleafe,  though  impoJfibU  to  define.  I  cannot  fay  it 
is  this  cr  that  particuitr  thing  that  hinders  me  from  loving 
you,  it  is  the  whole  together  -,  and  upon  ;  -  you  are 

not  agreeable.     How   often   have   I,  in    t!  le  of 

my   hie,  found   myfelf  in   this  fmiation,    wi:;, 
to  many  of  my   acquaintance,  whom   I   have   honour- 
',     without    being   a'  love?      I 

did  not  kno  when  one  is  young,  one 

does    not   take  the    trouble,  nor   allow  o  ;    the 

time,  ,  and   to    trace   i 

up   to  their  lource.     But  fublequent  obfervation 
reflection   have    taught   me   why.       There    i 
uhoie    moral   charac:  ..rning,    and 

,  I  acknowls  ,  and  rel, 

it  is  fo  impoffible  for  me  t(; 

in  a   fever    whenever    1   am    in  .       His 

ngure  (without  being  dcforn  dil- 

>.:  or  ridicule   the    common    flructun  hu- 

body.     His  legs  and  arms  are  i 
fition,  which,  according  to  the  fituation  of  his  b 
10    be  in  i    but  conllantly    employe: 

sitting  a6ls  of  hoftility  upon  the  graces.  1  le 
throws  any  where,  but  down  his  throat,  whatever, 
he  means  to  drink  •,  and  only  mangles  what  he  means 
to  ca  'entive  to  all  the  regan 

life,  he  :  I  or  mifplaces  every  thing.       i 

putes  with  heat,  and  indifcriminatcly  ;   mindlefs  of  the 

rank, 
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rank,  character,  and  fituation  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  diiputes ;  abiblutely  ignorant  of  the  feveral  gra- 
dations of  familiarity  or  refpeft ;  he  is  exactly  the 
fame  to  his  fuperiors,  his  equals,  and  his  inferiors ; 
ancj  therefore,  by  a  neceflary  confequence,  abfurd  to 
two  of  the  three.  Is  it  poffible  to  love  fuch  a 
man  ?  No.  The  utmoft  I  can  do  for  him,  is  to  con- 
fider  him  as  a  refpectable  Hottentot. 

I  remember,  that  when  1  came  from  Cambridge, 
I  had  acquired,  among  the  pedants  of  that  illiberal  fe- 
minary,  a  faucinefs  of  literature,  a  turn  to  fatire  and 
contempt,  and  a  ftrong  tendency  to  argumentation  and 
contradiction.  But  I  had  been  but  a  very  little  while  in 
the  world,  before  I  found  that  this  would  by  no 
means  do  ;  and  I  immediately  adopted  the  oppofite 
character :  I  concealed  what  learning  I  had ;  I  ap- 
plauded often,  without  approving  ;  and  I  yielded  com- 
monly, without  conviction.  Suaviter  in  modo  was  my 
Jaw  and  my  prophets  j  and  if  I  pleafed  (between  you 
and  me)  it  was  much  more  owing  to  that,  than  to  any 
fuperior  knowledge  or  merit  of  my  own.  A  propos^ 
the  word  pleafing  puts  one  always  in  mind  of  Lady 
Hervey :  pray  tell  her,  that  I  declare  her  refponiible 
to  me  for  your  pleafing  :  that  I  confider  her  as  a  pleaf- 
ing  Falftaff,  who  not  only  pleafes,  herfelf,  but  is  the 
caufe  of  p  leafing  in  others  :  that  I  know  fhe  can  make 
any  thing  of  any  body ;  and  that,  as  your  governefs, 
if  me  does  not  make  you^  pleafe,  it  mult  be  on- 
ly becaufe  fhe  will  not,  and  not  becaufe  (he  can- 
not. ,1  hope  you  are,  du  bois  dont  on  en  fait  ;  and 
if  fo,  ihe  fo  is  good  a  iculptor,  that  I  am  lure  fhe  can 
give  you  whatever  form  fne  pleafes.  A  verfatility  of 
manners  is  as  necefTary  in  focial,  as  a  verfatility  of 
parts  is  in  political  life.  One  muft  often  yield,  in  or- 
der to  prevail  -,  one  muft  humble  one's- fe!f  to  bs  exalt- 
ed ^  one  muft,  like  St.  Paul,  b'.ro.me  all  things  to  all 

men, 
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men,  .  fomc  ;  and   (by  the  -n  arc  ta 

.  ime  means,  mutatis  muta>  <men  arc 

infinuatkm,   and 

:heie  luv  .  ill  hold  ' 

.is  to  a  i: 

The  prollratc  lover,  when  he  lowed  1 
But  ftoop^  to  conquer,  and  but  knee! 

In  the  courfe  of"  the   world,  the  qualifications  of  the 

•nuit    be 

ricd   a   little  farther,   and    exerted   a    i 
you  mould,  to  a  certain  degree,  take  the  hue  of  either 
the  nun  or  the  woman  that  \ou  want,  and    wilh  to  be 
upon  terms  with.    A propos.  Have  you  yet  found  out  at 
Paris  any  friendly  and  hoipitable  Madame  dc  Lui 
qui  i  fe  charger  du  foin  dc  vous  eduqua 

have  occafion    of  to   her, 

qtfelle  faifoit  done  dcs  n&uds  ?     But  J  afk 

the  abruptnefs  of  the  queltion,  and 
c  that  1  am  meddling  with  matters   that  are  o. 
my  department.     However,  in   matters  of  Ids   in 

e   I  defire  to  be,  dc  vos  fecrets  Ic  fiiclc  depofttaire, 

general   turn 

lemcnts   at   Paris.      Is  it  Ic  fracas  du  grand  mondf^ 

'JieSy  bals^  operas^  tcu>  is   it,  dcs  petit  a  ^ 

tins  bruiantes  man  pas  pour  ccla  moins  agi  ic 

u  Ic  petit 

Stanhope?  fr'c'ifZ  vous  encore  jour,   a  qyelque  arrang< 
bonnite  ?     Have  acquaintance^  among 

*ie  at  you:  and 

who  are  the  d  me  this  lort  of  chit-chat  in 

lette  h  you   would  honour 

with  fomcwhat  <  If  you  frequent  any  of 

the  myt  nglifhmen,  who  infcll    i 

who  are  the        biavc  you  finilhed  w-ith 
and  are  you  an  fait  of  all  the  properties  and  effects  of 
air  ?     \Vere   I   inclined  to  quibble,  I  would  lay,  that 

the 
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the  effects  of  air,  at  lead,  are  bed  to  be  learned  of  Mar- 
cel. If  you  have  quite  done  with  1'Abbe  Nolet,  afk  my 
friend  1'Abbe  Sallier  to  recommend  to  you  fome  mea- 
gre philomath,  to  teach  you  a  little  geometry  and 
adronomy  ;  not  enough  to  abforb  your  attention,  and 
puzzle  your  intellects,  but  only  enough,  not  to  be 
grofsly  ignorant  of  either.  I  have  of  late  been  a  fort 
of  an  aftronomemalgremoy,  by  bringing  in  laft  Monday, 
into  the  houfe  of  Lords,  a  bill  for  reforming  our  pre- 
fent  Calendar,  and  taking  the  new  Style.  Upon  which 
occafion  I  was  obliged  to  talk  fome  adronomical  jar- 
gon, of  which  I  did  not  underdand  one  word,  but  got 
it  by  heart,  and  fpoke  it  by  rote  from  a  mader.  I 
wifhed  that  I  had  known  a  little  more  of  it  myfelf  •,  and 
fo  much  I  would  have  you  know.  But  the  great  and* 
neceflary  knowledge  of  all  is,  to  know  yourfelf  and 
others :  this  knowledge  requires  great  attention  and 
long  experience  ;  exert  the  former,  and  may  you  have 
the  latter  !  Adieu. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letters  of 
the  27th  of  February,  and  the  2d  of  March,  N.  S. 
The  feal  mail  be  done  as  foon  as  poflible.  I  am  glad 
that  you  are  employed  in  Lord  Albemarle's  bureau  ;  it 
will  teach  you,  at  lead,  the  mechanical  part  of  that  bu- 
fmefs,  fuch  as  folding,  entering,  and  docketing,  let- 
ters; for  you  mud  not  imagine  that  you  are  let  into 
\hefinjin  of  the  correfpondence,  nor  indeed  is  it  fit  that 
you  mould,  at  your  age.  However,  ufe  yourfelf  to 
fecrecy  as  to  the  letters  you  either  read  or  write,  that 
in  time  you  may  be  truded  with,  fecref,  very  fecret^  fe- 
parate,  apart,  &c.  I  am  forry  that  this  bufmefs  inter- 
feres with  your  riding ;  I  hope  it  is  but  feldom  ;  but 
I  infid  upon  its  not  interfering  with  your  dancing- ma- 
fter, who  is  at  this  time  the  mod  ufeful  and  neceflary 
of  all  the  maders  vou  have  or  can  have. 


no    LORI 

L     1.      1       ( 
\D, 

I  Mentioned   to   you,    fome    tim  c  -, 

whic  !li  you  *i 

.n  in  your  th<>  p.d  obierve  in  t.  Ic 

isfitavifer  in  modo,fortiter  in  re.  I  do  not  know  any  one 
ruielbunexceptionably  ulcfulnnd  neccfTary  in  r. 

ie.      I  fhall  therefore  take  it  for  my  ' 
and,  as  old  men  love  preaching,  and  1  have  lon.e  ; 
to  preach  to  you,  I  her:  you  with  my   icrmon 

napon  thefc  words.       To   proceed   then  n 

tically\  I   will  firfl  fi:  my  beloved,  the  ne- 

.ry  connexion  of  the  two  mcml 

•:ter  in  modo\  for  liter  in  re.     In  the  next  }>!.: 
lha!l  let  forth  the  advantages  and  utility  reiuh, 
a  llrid  oblervance  of  the  ;  .1  in  my  text  -, 

anti  conclude  with  an  application  of  the  whole.     The 

:tcr  in  modo  alone  would  de<;  .md  iin'. 

to   a  mean,  timid    complaifance,    aru 
not    fupported   and    dignified    by   the  fortiicr  in 
which  would  allo  run  into  impetuofity  and  bn 
not   tempered   and    :  ;cdo: 

•vcr,    they    .  d. The   v 

choleric    man,    with     fl: 
the  fua:  modo,    and     thinks    to    i 

fore  him  i 

accident,    now  and    tlien   luc 

K  and   timid  people  :  <-.th-,   Im 

•   will   be,  to   (h 

On   the  other  hand,  the  eunnin: 
to  gain   all  hr,  en  's    by   the 

becomes  all  ti  opi- 

c(ent 
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opinion  of  the  prefent  perfon  ;  he  infmuates  himfclf 
only  into  the  efteem  of  fools,  but  is  foon]  detect- 
ed,  and  furely  defpifed  by  every  body  elie.  The 
wife  man  (who  differs  as  much  from  the  cunning, 
as  from  the  choleric  man)  alone  joins  the  fuaviter  in 
modo  with  the  fortiter  in  re.  Now  to  the  advantages 
arifing  from  the  ftrict  obfervance  of  this  precept. 

If  you  are  in  authority,  and  have  a  right  to  com- 
mand, your  commands  delivered  fuaviter  in  modo  will 
be  willingly,  chearfully,  and  confequently  well 
obeyed;  whereas,  if  given  only  fortiter^  that  is  bru- 
tally :  they  will  rather,  as  Tacitus  fays,  be  interpret- 
ed than  executed.  For  my  own  part,  if  I  bid  my 
footman  bring  me  a  glafs  of  wine,  in  a  rough  in- 
fulting  manner,  I  fhould  expect,  that  in  obeying 
me,  he  would  contrive  to  fpill  fome  of  it  upon 
me;  and  I  am  fure  I  fhould  deferve  it.  A  cool 
fteady  refolution  mould  fhow,  that  where  you  have 
a  right  to  command,  you  will  be  obeyed ;  but,  ac 
the  fame  time,  a  gentlenefs  in  the  manner  of  en- 
forcing that  obedience,  fhould  make  it  a  chearfui 
one,  and  foften,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  mortify- 
ing confcioufnefs  of  inferiority.  If  you  are  to  afk 
a  favour,  or  even  to  folicit  your  due,  you  mull  do 
it  fuaviter  in  modo,  or  you  will  give  thofe,  who  have 
a  mind  to  refufe  you  either,  a  pretence  to  do  ir, 
by  refenting  the  manner ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
muft,  by  a  fteady  perfeverance  and  decent  tenaciouf- 
nefs,  fhow  the  fortiter  in  re.  The  right  motives  are 
fcldom  the  true  ones,  of  men's  actions,  efpccially  of 
kings,  minifters,  and  people  in  high  ftations ;  who 
often  give  to  importunity  and  fear,  what  they  would 
refufe  to  juftice  or  to  merit.  By  the  fuaviter  in  modo 
engage  their  hearts,  if  you  can  ;  at  leaft,  prevent  the 
pretenre  of  offence  :  but  take  care  to  fhew  enough  of 
the  fortiter  in  *rs  to  extort  from  their  love  of  eafe  or 

their 
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their  fear,    what  yo 

their    juftice    or    good  nature 

are    hardened    to   the    wants    aru:  un- 

l,    as    iurgcons   are   to   t  they 

fee  and  hear  of  them   all  day  long,  and  even   < 
many  fimul;  -,  that   they  do  not  kno 

are  real,  and  which   not.     Other  fen* 
fore  to  be  applied  to,  than  thole  of  met 
humanity-,    their  favour   mud   be    captiv 
fuavitcr  in  modo :  their   love  of  eaie  diiturbc 
;ed  importunity,  or  their  fears   wrought 
a  decent  intimation  of  implacabi  rclentn, 

this  is  the   true  fo>  liter  in  re.      This  precept   is 
only  way  I  know  in  the  world,  of  bein.  ith- 

out  being  deipifcd,    and  feared   with- 
it  conilitutes    the  dignity    01 
wife  man  mull  endeavour  to  eftabi 

Now  to  apply  NN  hat  has  been  faid,    and  ib  conclude. 
If   you   find     that    you    have    a    hailinefs    in    your 
temper,   which   unguardedly     breaks    out    into 
erect  fallies,  or  rough  exprefllons,   to  either  your   fu- 
periors,  your  equals,  or  your  inferiors,   watch   it  nar- 
rowly,  check    it  carefully,    and    call   the  fu* 
modo  to  your  afiillancc:    at  the  firft   inij  paf- 

,   be    filent,  till    you  can   be  Labour 

to   get  the    command   of  your    countenance    fo  well, 
that  thofe  emoti<  v   not  be  i   it:   a  niofl 

unfpe.ikable  .i;c   in    bufmefs  !      C  ,ther 

;,    let  no  complailance,  no  gentl 
no  weak  defire  of  pleafing  on  your  part,  no  \v 

,    coaxing,   nor  i  ;;n   other  people's,  make 

you   recede   one  jot  from  any  point    that  reulbn  and 
you   purfue  i    but    n  •   t  he- 

charge,     perfift,  ..nd   you    wi'l    find     mo(t 

things   attainable    that    are    poflible.       A    y'u-ldin; 
mid   nuc.  I  and  -   by  the 

unjuft  and  the  unfeeling;  but  when  fuftaincd    by  the 

fortiter 
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jortiter  in  re,  is  always  refpefted,  commonly  fucceis- 
rul.  In  your  friendfhips  and  connections,  as  well  as 
in  your  enmities,  this  rule  is  particularly  ufcful;  let 
your  firmnefs  and  vigour,  preferve  and  invite  attach- 
ments to  you  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time^  let  your  manner 
hinder  the  enemies  of  your  friends  and  dependants 
from  becoming  yours  :  let  your  enemies  be  ,difarmed 
by  the  gentlenefs  of  your  manner  >9  but  let  them  feel, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  fteadinefs  of  your  juft  refentmenr-, 
for  there  is  a  great  difference  between  bearing  malice, 
which  is  always  ungenerous,  and  a  reiolute  felt-defence, 
which  is  always  prudent  and  juiliriable.  In  negociati- 
ons  with  foreign  minifters,  remember  the  fortiter  in 
re-,  give  up  no  point,  accept  of  no  expedient,  till  the 
utmoft  neceffity  reduces  you  to  it,  and  even  then  clif- 
pute  the  ground  inch  by  inch  •,  but  then,  while  you  are 
contending  with  the  minifter  fortiter  in  re>  remember 
to  gain  the  man  by  the  fuaviter  in  modo.  If  you  en- 
gage his  heart,  you  have  a  fair  chance  for  impoling  up- 
on his  underftanding,  and  determining  his  will.  Tell 
him,  in  a  frank  gallant  manner,  that  your  miniftcrial 
wrangles  do  not  leflcn  your  perfonal  regard  for  his  me- 
rit ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  his  zeal  and  ability,  in 
the  fervice  of  his  mafter,  increafe  it;  and  that,  of 
all  things,  you  defire  to  make  a  good  friend  of 
fo  goad  a  fervanc.  By  thefe  means  you  may  and  will 
very  often  be  a  gainer,  you  never  can  be  a  iofcr. 
Some  "people  cannot  gain  upon  themfelves  to  be  eafy 
and  civil  to  thole  who  are  either  their  rivals,  competi- 
tors, or  oppo&rs,  though  independently  of  thofe  ac- 
cidental circumftances,  they  would  like  and  efleem 
them.  They  betray  a  fhynefs  and  an  awkwardnefs  in 
company  with  them,  and  catch  at  any  little  thing 
to  expofe  them  ;  and  fo,  from  temporary  and  on- 
ly occafional  opponents,  make  them  their  perfonal  ene- 
mies. This  is  exceedingly  wenk  and  detrimental,  as, 
indeed,  is  all  humour  in  buftncfs  ;  which  can  only 
VOL.  II.  I  be 
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be  carried  on  fuc  iJulterated   good  po- 

and  right  re.  In  fuch   fit 

be   more   particularly   and   uoblemert,  civil,  t. 
frank,    with    the    man    whole    d<  1     travel 

this    is  commonly   called   generolity   and   magnanimi- 
;n    truth,  good    Icnfr  The 

manner  is   often   as    important    as    the   matter,    fomc- 

s  morr  Ib  -,  fl  kc  an  enemy,  and  an 

injury    may   make   a  frn  >    the  differ- 

ent manner  in  which   they   ;uc  1  done.     The 

countenance,    the  addrei's    the   word-,    the  enun< 
on,  the  graces,  add  great  efficacy  to   the  fuaviter  in 
modo,    and   great   dignity   to   the  fcrtstcr  in   re  •>    and 
confequently    they   defervc   the  utmolt  attention. 

•om   what    has   been    laid,    I    conclude    with 
obfervation,  that  gerv  >f  manners,  with  fin 

of  mind,  is   a    ihort,  but   full   deknption    of    human 
perfedtion,  on    this    fide  of    ;  and    moral  du- 

ties :    that    you    may    be   ferioufly    convinced  of  this 
truth,  and   (how  it   in    \  and  cnnveriation,  is 

the  moft   fmcere  and  ardent  wifli  of  yours. 


London,  March  the  i  ith,  (). 

ND, 

1)   by  the  h(l  poll  a  letter  from  Abbe 
!i    he  joins    his    repreien 

t hole  of  Lord  Albcir.  imll   your  remaining  any 

longer   in   your  very   ba  .t    the  a 

and,  as   I  do   not    find   that   any  anlc 

to  you,  from  being  interne   in  at, 
full   as  far  from  the  riding  hou:  all  your 

other   mailers,  as  your  lodgings    will  probably    ': 
agree    to    your    remov,  ,    the 
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Abb<£  will  help  you  to  find   one,  as  I  defire   him  by 
the   encloled;   which   you    will   give   him.      I    mud, 
however,    annex   one   condition    to   your   going   into 
private    lodgings,    which    is,    an    abfolute    exclufion 
of  Englifh  breakfafts  and  fuppers  at  them  ;  the  for- 
mer   confume    the    whole    morning,    and    the    latter 
employ  the  evenings  very  ill,  in  fenfelefs   toafting  a 
VAnglotfe   in   their   infernal  claret.     You  will   be  lure 
to  go  to  the   riding-houfe   as  often    as  poffiblc,  that 
is,  whenever  your  new  bufmefs  at  Lord  Albemarle's 
does  not  hinder  you.     But  at  all  events,  I   infill  up- 
on your  never   miffing  Marcel,  who  is  at  prefent  of 
more   confequence    to   you    than    all   the    bureaus   in 
Europe  •,    for    this    is   the   time   for   you   to   acquire 
tons   ces  petits    riens,    which,    though     in     an    arith- 
metical account,    added  to  one   another   ad  infinitum, 
they  would   amount   to   nothing,    in   the  account   of 
the  world   amount  to  a  great  and  important   fum. — 
Les  agremens   et  hs  graces^    without    which  you   will 
never  be   any  thing,    are  absolutely  made  up  of  all 
thofe  riens,  which   are  more   eafily  felt  than  defcrib- 
ed.      By    the  way,  you   may   tuke  your  lodgings  for 
one  whole  year   certain,    by   which  means  you    may 
get  them  much  cheaper ;  for  though  I  intend  to  fee 
you  here  in   Ids  than    a  year,  it  will  be  but   for  a 
little  time,  and  you  will  return  to  Paris  again,  where 
I  intend  you  (hall  (lay  till  the  end  of  April  twelve- 
month,  1752  -,    at  which  time,  provided  you  have  got 
all  la  politejft,    ks  manures ',    les   attentions,  et   les  gra- 
ces du  beau  monde,  I   mail  place  you  in  fpmc  bu  fine  is 
fuitable  to  your  deftinatipn. 

I  have  received,  at  lall,  your  prefent  of  the  car- 
ton, from  Dominichino,  by  Blanchet.  It  is  very  fine- 
Iv  done;  it  is  pity  that  he  did  not  take  in  all  the 
figures  of  .the  original.  I  will  hang  it  up,  where  ic 
fball  be  your  own  again  fome  time  or  other. 

I  2  Mr. 


ri6     Lc 

Mr.    Harte   is   n  Uh     froni 

i  . 

dal  houfe    at    \\'  whiJi  i 

As  I  iy  you  will  alw.-.  ! 

always  cxprels,  the    ,  lemur 

and  friend  flv; 

and   attend  r  n    him.     1  lc 

fhall  be  \M?.h   us  at  BLu  Babiole^  all 

time  that  I    prop'  1   be  tin  ii,  I  be- 

lieve will  be   the  month  of  Augull 

Having  thus  mentioned  to  yo  .  :  obable   t 

of  our   meeting,    1   will    prep  .re    you    a  little   for   it. 
Hatred,  jealoufy,  or  '.ten- 

over   the  leafts   defects  Oi  they    do 

not  love-,  they    rejoice   at  every   new    di, 
make   of  that   kind,  and    take  care  to  nublilh   it.     I 
than'  . now   what  thole  three  unge- 

nerous  pafllons   are,  having  never    felt    them   in    my 
own  breaft  •,  but  love  has  juft  the   lame  effect 
me,  except  that  I   conceal,  indead  of  publifhing,  the 

:s    which   tr  !;es    me    did 

thole   I   love.      I    ctirioufly   pr\    into   the  in  -,    ! 
them-,    and  ,   or 

' 

difcover  ever  that 

perfection. 

criti<  v  underwent  :    I 

difcover 

and   I   fhall   ver>  n,  Non  c/uod 

odio   baleam^  fed  fjttod  amein.       \\^    I   (1) 
you  telc-a-tite,  a; 

tell    the;.  I    think    if 

infor  ere    I 

and    that   is   more  upon 

the  outward,  than    upon   the    inward  man.     I   m 
fufpeft  \ 

with  you,  I  have  a  firing j  dillruit  of  you  air,  \our 

addrefs, 
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addrefs,  your  manners,  your  tournure,  and  particular- 
ly  of  your  enunciation  and  elegancy  of  ftyle.  Thefe 
will  be  all  put  to  the  trial ;  for  while  you  are  with 
me,  you  muft  do  the  honours  of  my  houfe  and  ta- 
ble-, the  leait  inaccuracy  or  inelegancy  will  not  ef- 
cape  me  •,  as  you  will  find  by  a  look  at  the  time, 
and  by  a  remorjttrance  afterwards  when  we  are  alone. 
You  will  fee  a  greac  deal  of  company  of  all  forts 
at  Babiole,  and  particularly  foreigners.  Make,  there- 
fore, in  the  mean  time,  all  theie  exterior  and  orna- 
mental qualifications  your  peculiar  care,  and  difappoint 
all  my  imaginary  fchemes  of  criticifm.  Some  authors 
have  criticifed  their  own  works  firft,  in  hopes  of 
hindering  others  from  doing  it  afterwards :  but  then 
they  do  it  themfclves  with  fo  much  tenderneis  and 
partiality  for  their  own  production,  that  not  only  the 
production  itfelf,  but  the  preventive  criticifrn,  is  cri- 
ticifcd.  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  authors  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  my  feverity  jncreafes  with  my  fondnefs 
for  my  work ;  and  if  you  will  but  effectually  cor- 
rect all  the  faults  I  (hall  find,  I  will  jnfure  you  from 
all  fubfequent  criticifms  from  other  quarters. 

Are  you  got  a  little  into  the  interior,  into  the 
confutation  of  things  at  Paris  ?  Have  you  feen  what 
voii  have  feen  thoroughly  ?  For,  by  the  way,  few 
people  fee  what  they  fee,  or  hear  what  they  hear  \ 
for  example,  if  you  go  to  les  Invalides,  do  you  content 
yourkif  with  leeing  the  building,  the  hall  where  three 
or  four  hundred  cripples  dine,  and  the  galleries  where 
they  liej  or  do  you  inform  yourfelf  of  the  numbers, 
the  conditions  of  their  admiftion,  their  allowance, 
the  value  and  nature  of  the  fund  by  which  the  whole 
is  fupported  ?  This  latter  I  call  feeing,  the  former 
is  only  ttaring,  Many  people  take  the  opportunity 
of  les  vacances,  to  go  and  fee  the  empty  rooms,  where 
the  feveral  chambers  of  the  parliament  did  fit ;  which 
rooms  arc  exceedingly  like  all  other  large  rooms  : 

1     when 


when  yr  it    be  when 

ice   and    hear   what    is    doin^    in 

refpedlive  conftitutions,  juri{dt&io  me- 

I  or"  proceeding  -9    hear  fome  car, 

t  the  different  chambers,      jipprofon 
'&, 

to  hear  that  you  are   B    v/ell  at    Mar- 

!iom  I   hear 

.:ter.      I  •!  with   the  other  i  mi- 

nillt  die   Dutch   Em- 

: 

lo's,  or  at  the  Impciia!   and   S|Kin!fli  i 
baflador's  ?   It  is  ul'dul.     Be  motr  particular  in  your 
^    to    me  iiir    manner 

,  and   ii.  :iere  do    you 

afeft,  wliofe  houie  is  mod  your  hr, 
:\racfs>  ks graces. 

I       I       T  K  \'II. 

London,  ^: 
MY  PI  XI), 

I  you     in  ,    that    I 

broi:  1  I.mle  of  j 

•pting  ti;  1    will 

.e    you    a    more    particular    account    ot" 

ill  natin  • 
it    I    ho;  il,   and    V 

.ade.      It   was   notorious   that   tlv 
I,  and  had  overcharge 
Hope  Gregory  the 
corrected  th  :  alendar 

mediately 


'•t  tint  time  EmbaiTador  from  the  King  of  Sardinia  ; 
court  of  France. 
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mediately  received  by  all  the  Catholic  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, and  afterwards  adopted  by  all  the  Proteftant 
ones,  except  Kufiia,  Sweden,  and  England.  It  was 
not,  in  my  opinion,  very  honourable  for  England 
to  remain  in  a  grofs  and  avowed  error,  efpecially 
in  fuch  company  ^  the  inconveniency  of  it  was  like- 
wife  felt  by  all  rhofe  who  had  foreign  correfpon- 
dences,  whether  political  or  mercantile.  I  determin- 
ed, therefore,  to  attempt  the  reformation ;  J  confult- 
ed  the  beft  lawyers,  and  die  moll  fkilful  aftrono- 
mers,  and  we  cooked  up  a  bill  for  that  purpofe. 
But  then  my  difficulty  began :  I  was  to  bring  in 
this  bill,  which  was  necefiarily  compoied  of  law  jar- 
gon and  aftronomical  calculations,  to  both  which  I 
am  an  utter  ft  ranger.  However,  it  was  abiblutely 
necefTary  to  make  the  Houfe  of  Lords  think  that 
I  knew  fomething  of  the  matter ;  and  alfo,  to  make 
.them  believe  that  they  knew  fomething  of  it  themfelves, 
which  they  do  not.  For  my  own  part,  I  could  juft 
as  foon  have  talked  Celtic  or  Sclavonian  to  them, 
as  aftronomy,  and  they  would  have  underilood  me 
full  as  well :  ib  J  refolved  to  do  better  than  fpeak 
to  the  purpofe,  and  to  pleafe  inflead  of  informing 
them.  I  gave  them,  therefore,  only  an  hiftorical 
account  of  calendars,  from  the  Egyptian  down  to 
the  Gregorian,  amufing  them  now  and  then  with  little 
<?pitbdesj  but  I  was  particularly  attentive  to  the  choice 
of  my  words,  to  the  harmony  and  roundnefs  of  my 
periods,  to  my  elocytion,  to  my  action.  This  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  ever  will  fucceed  ;  they  thought  I  in- 
formed, becaufe  I  pleafed  them :  and  many  of  them 
faid,  that  J  had  made  the  whole  very  clear  to  them  ; 
when,  God  knows,  I  had  not  even  attempted  it. — 
Lord  Macclesfield,  who  had  the  greateft  fhare  in 
forming  the  bill,  and  who  is  one  of  the  greateft  ma- 
thematicians and  aftronomcrs  in  Europe,  fpoke  af- 
perwards,  with  infinite  knowledge,  and  all  the  clear- 

nefs 
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nefs  that  io  intricate  a  matter  would  admit  of :  but 
as   his   words,    his   periods,    and    his  utterance,    v 
not  near    io    pood  as   mine,  the    prti-  .noft 

unanimoufty,  though  molt  unjuftly,  given  to  me. — 
This  will  ever  be  the  cafe  ;  every  numerous  aflcm- 

is    mob,  let   the   individuals    who  compoif    it   be 
they   will.     Mere   reafon    and  good   fenle   is    ne- 
ver   •  i!ked   to  a  mob:  their  pailions,  their  fen- 

timent*,  their   fenfcs,  and    their    1-  mterelts,  are 

alone  to  b  x     Underllanding  they  have  col- 

leftively  none  •,  but  they  have  ears  and  eyes,  which 
mult  be  flattered  and  ieduced  •,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  eloquence,  tuneful  periods,  graceful  aclion, 
and  all  the  various  parts  of  orate 

When  you  come  into  the  lloulc  of  Commons, 
if  you  imagine  that  fpeaking  plain  and  unadorned 
fen le  and  realon  will  d<»  your  buflflcfs,  you  will  iind 
yourfelf  molt  grofly  millaken.  As  a  ipeaker,  you 
will  be  ranked  only  according  to  your  eloquence, 
and  by  no  means  according  to  your  matter  •,  every 
body  knows  the  matter  almoit  alike,  but  few 

rn  it.  I  was  mrly  convinced  of  the  importance 
and  pov  •  •,  and  from  that  moment  I 

applied  nr  fclf  to  it.  I  rclolvrd  not  to  utter  one 
word,  even  in  comrr.  rion,  that  fliould  not 

',e   moll    exprelTivr,    and    tin  -Irgant,     that 

the  language  could  fupply  me  with  for  that  purpofc  , 
by  which  means  1  have  acquired  fuch  a  certain 
.f  habuqal  eloquence,  that  I  muft  now  re- 
ally take  fome  pains,  if  I  would  exprei  t  ve- 
ry inelegantly.  I  want  to  inculcate  this  known  truth 
into  you,  which  you  leem  by  no  means  to  be  con- 
vinced of  yet,  that  ornaments  are  at  prefent  your 
only  objects.  Your  fole  bufmefs  now,  is  to  fhine,  not 
to  \veigh.  Weight  without  luftre  is  lead.  You  had  better 
talk  tr.fUs  elegantly,  to  the  mod  trifling  woman,  than 

coaric 
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coarfe  inelegant  ienfe,  to  the  moil  folid  man  :  you  had 
better  return  a  dropped  fan  genteely,  than  give  a 
thoufand  pounds  awkwardly  :  and  you  had  better 
refuie  a  favour  gracefully,  than  grant  it  clumfily. 
Manner  is  all,  in  every  thing :  it  is  by  Manner  only 
that  you  can  pleafe,  and  confequentJy  rife.  All  your 
Greek  will  never  advance  you  from  fecretary  to 
envoy,  or  from  envoy  to  embaflador  j  but  your  ad- 
drefs,  your  manner,  your  air,  if  good,  very  proba- 
bly may.  Marcel  can  be  of  much  more  ufe  to 
you  than  Ariftotle.  I  would,  upon  my  word,  much 
rather  that  you  had  Lord  Bolingbroke's  ftyle  and 
eloquence,  in  fpeaking  and  writing,  than  all  the 
learning  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  the  iloyaj 
Society,  and  the  two  Univerfuies  united. 

Having  mentioned  Lord  Bolingbroke's  ftyle,  which 
is,  undoubtedly,  infinitely  fuperipr  to  any  body's  ; 
I  would  have  you  read  his  worjcs,  which  you  have, 
over  and  ever  again,  with  particular  attention  to 
his  ftyle.  Tranfcribe,  imitate,  emulate  it,  if  poffible  : 
that  would  be  of  real  ufe  to  you  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  in  negotiations,  in  converfation  ;  with 
that,  you  may  juftly  hope  tp  pleafe,  to  perfuade, 
to  feduce,  to  impofe ;  and  you  will  fail  in  thofe 
articles,  in  proportion  as  you  fall  fhort  of  it.  Upon 
the  whole,  lay  afide,  during  your  year's  refidence  at 
Paris,  all  thoughts  of  all  that  dull  fellows  call  folid, 
and  exert  your  utmoft  care  to  acquire  what  peo- 
ple of  fafhion  call  mining.  Prenez  r eclat  et  k  bril- 
lant  cTun  galant  bomme. 

Among  the  commonly  called  little  things,  which 
you  do  not  attend  to,  your  hand-writing  is  one, 
which  is  indeed  fhamefully  bad,  and  illiberal;  it 
js  neither  the  hand  of  a  man  of  bufmefs,  nor  of 
a  gentleman,  but  of  a  truant  fchool-boy  ;  as  foon, 
therefore,  as  you  have  done  with  Abbe  Nolet,  pray 
get  an  excellent  writing-mafter,  fince  you  think  that 

you 
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you  cannot  teach   yourfclf  to    wr  :    hand 

pica)  ii-t    him    teach    you    to 

legible,    liberal    hand,  and    quick  ;    not    die    hand    of 

a  procure  .1    writing- mailer,    but    that 

hand    in    which    the    firll   Commis   in   foreign    bui 

commonly  write  tell   you   tn  were   I 

Lord  Albemarle,  nothing   Ihould  remain   in    my   bu- 

,  written   in    your   prefent  ha  >m   hand    to 

arms  the    tranfition  is   natural  ,    is    the    carriage    and 

•  >n  of  your   arms  fo   too  ?    The  motion    of  the 
arms   is  the  mod  material  parr  of  a  ..ir,  efpe- 

cially  in  dancing  •,  the  feet  are  not   near 
If  a    man     dances     well    from    the    waift    upw. 
wears    his  hat   well,    and    moves    his   head    prop 
he  dances  well.     Do  the  women   fay   that  you  drels 
well;  for  that  is  neceflary  too  for  a  youn<;  id; 
Have   you   un  gout  vif,  or  a   pafllon    fur   any  b<> 
I   do  not  afk   for  whom;    an  Iphigenia  would    both 
give  you    the  defire,    and  teach   you    the  means  to 
pleafe. 

In    a  fortnight  or    three   weeks,    you   will    fre    Sir 
Charles  Hotham   at   Paris,  in    h;  ->ufe, 

where  he  is  to  flay   a  year  or  two.     Pray  be 
civil    to   him,  but  do  not   carry   him  in  ^ny, 

except  prefcnting  him  to  Lord  Albemarle ;  for  as 
he  is  not  to  (lay  at  Paris  above  a  week,  we  do 
not  defire  that  he  fhould  talle  of  that  d :• 

may  fliew  him   a   play    and    an  opera.     Adieu, 
:    child. 

1      I      R       XXVill. 

London,  March  the  251!),  O.  S.  1751. 

MY  Di-.AR  I  KH  ND, 

WHAT  a  happy  period  of  your  life   is   this! 
Pleafure  is  now,  and  ought  to  be,  your   bu- 
finefs.     \Vhile  you  were  younger,  dry  rules  .ind  un- 
connected 
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connected  words,  were  the  unpleafant  objects  of  your 
labours.  When  you  grow  older,  the  anxiety,  the 
vexations,  the  difappointments,  infeparable  from  pub- 
Hc  bufincfs,  will  require  the  greateft  fhare  of  your 
time  and  attention ;  your  pleafures  may,  indeed, 
conduce  to  your  bufmefs,  and  your  bufmefs  will 
quicken  your  pleafures  -9  but  ftijl  your  time  muft? 
at  leaft,  be  divided  :  whereas  now  it  is  wholly  your 
own,  and  cannot  be  fo  well  employed  as  in  the 
pleafures  of  a  gentleman.  The  world  is  now  the 
only  book  you  want,  and  almoft  the  only  one  you 
ought  to  read :  that  neceflary  book  can  only  be  read 
in  company,  in  publick  places,  at  meals,  and  in 
ruelles.  You  muft  be  in  the  pleafures,  in  order  to 
learn  the  manners  of  good  company.  In  preme- 
ditated, or  in  formal  bufmefs,  people  conceal,  or  at 
lead  endeavour  to  conceal,  their  characters  •,  whereas 
pleafures  difcover  them,  and  the  heart  breaks  out 
through  the  guard  of  the  underftanding.  Thofe 
are  often  propitious  moments,  for  fkilful  negotia- 
tors to  improve.  In  your  deftination  particularly, 
the  able  conduct  of  pleafures  is  of  infinite  ufe : 
to  keep  a  good  table,  and  to  do  the  honours  of  it 
gracefully,  and  fur  le  ton  de  la  bonne  compagnie,  is 
abfolutely  necefiary  for  a  foreign  minifter.  There 
is  a  certain  light  table  chit-chat,  ufeful  to  keep  off 
improper  and  too  ferious  fubjects,  which  is  only 
to  be  Jearned  in  the  pleafures  of  good  company. 
In  truth,  it  may  be  trifling;  but,  trifling  as  it  is, 
a  man  of  parts,  and  experience  of  the  world,  will 
give  an  agreeable  turn  to  it.  L'art  de  badiner  agre- 
ablement  is  by  no  means  to  be  defpifed. 

An  engaging  addrefs,  and  turn  to  gallantry,  is 
often  of  very  great  fervice  to  foreign  minifters. 
Women  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  a  good  deal  to 
fay  in  mod  courts.  The  late  Lord  Straffbrd  go- 
verned, for  a  confiderable  time,  the  court  of  Ber- 
lin, 


LORDCJH 

fortune,  by  beir 
Ma-  :cmberg,  the 

miltrcis.     1  could  name  n 
kind.       !  :ift  dcfemmes,  the  ne- 

;  ore- run  r 

be   got  by    frequenting  women 
tt  qui  donntnt  le   ton.     Let  every    other    book     • 
give  'r>     this   great    and  .    book     the 

world  •,    of  which    there    arc    fo    mar 

.  that  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  time  and  at- 
tention to  underftand  k  ill  other 
books,  you  mult  not  fL 

K  •,  and,  when   you  leek    it  abro  . 
not     find     it    in   bookfellers    fhops     and    flails 
in  courts,  in 

blies,    fucctacle=,    &c.       Put 

of  an    eaiy  domed ic,  but  polite  inti- 

macy, in   the   fevcral  French     iv  which 

have  been  introduced.     Cultp 
and  (liew  a  defire  of  becoming    enfant  <; 
Get  acquainted  as  much  as  you  is  de 

ccur :   and  obfcrve,  carefully,   how    politely    : 

r,  and   how   civilly  they  can  hate  .  and 

idle  they  can  Iccm  in  the  multiplicity  of  their  bufil 
and  how  they  ca' 
on,   in  t; 

• ,  teach  ver*.. 

livin  them.     Lord    Albemarl 

hear,  i  very  gl  •  '   you  into  the  hands 

of  iV  Trolit  of  that,  ami 

to  let  you  a"  \\   in    all  the  co- 

failles  ai  ;n,  at  leaft,   will  naturally 

carry  you  to  Madame  de  unlefs    ; 

carded  by  this  time,  andGeUiot*    retaken.       I 
frankly  que  vous  cbercbez  a  vous  former,  quc  vous  etes 

en 

•  A  .arr,ou3  Opera  finger  at  Paris. 
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en  mains  de  maitres^  fils  veulent  bien  3' en  donner  la  peine. 
Your  profeffion  has  this  agreeable  peculiarity  in  »it, 
which  is,  that  it  is  connected  with,  and  promoted  by 
pleafures ;  and  it  is  the  only  one,  in  which  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  world,  polite  manners,  and 
an  engaging  addrefs,  are  abfolutely  neceflary.  If  a 
lawyer  knows  his  law,  a  parfon  his  divinity,  and  a 
financier  his  calculations,  each  may  make  a  ngure  and 
a  fortune  in  his  profellion,  without  great  knowledge 
of  the  world,  and  without  the  manners  of  gentle- 
men. But  your  profeflion  throws  you  into  all  the  in- 
trigues, and  cabals,  as  well  as  pleafures,  of  courts  :  in 
thofe  windings  and  labyrinths,  a  knowledge  of  the 
world,  a  difcernment  of  characters,  a  fupplcncfs  and 
verfadlity  of  mind,  and  an  elegancy  of  manners,  muft 
be  your  clue  :  you  mud  know  how  to  footh  and  lull 
the  menders  that  guard,  and  how  to  addrefs  and  gain 
the  fair  that  keeps,  the  golden  fleece.  Thefe  are  the 
arts  and  the  accomplifhments  abfolutely  necefTary  for  a 
foreign  minifter  -,  in  which  it  mud  be  owned,  to  our 
fhame,  that  molt  other  nations  out-do  the  Englim  j  and, 
coeteris  paribus,  a  French  minifter  will  get  the  better  of 
an  Englim  one,  at  any  third  court  in  Europe.  The 
French  have  fomething  more  liant,  more  infmuating 
and  engaging  in  their  manner,  than  we  have.  An  Eng- 
lim minifter  (hall  have  refided  feven  years  at  a  court, 
without  having  made  any  one  perfonal  connection 
there,  or  without  being  intimate  and  domeftic  in  any 
one  houfe.  He  is  always  the  Englifh  minifter,  and 
never  naturalized.  He  receives  his  orders,  demands  an 
audience,  writes  an  account  of  it  to  his  court,  and  his 
bufinefs  is  done.  A  French  minifter,  on  the  contrary, 
has  not  been  fix  weeks  at  a  court,  without  having,  by  a 
thoufand  little  attentions,  infmuated  himfelf  into  fome 
degree  of  favour  with  the  Prince,  his  wife,  his  miftrefs, 
his  favourite,  and  his  minifter.  He  has  eftablifhed 
himfelf  upon  a  familiar  and  domeftic  foot,  in  a 
dozen  of  the  belt  houfes  of  the  place,  where  he 

has 
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has  ace u (torn t 

ungi;.  .it  iiomc 

there,  and    they   thin:  lie 

Courts, 
write  proplu 

the  weakness,  of  the  aclurs. 

looked  upon  at  Rome  as  an  Italian,  and  not  as  a 
:h  Cardinal-,  and   Monlicur   D'Avaux,  wherever 
he   went.  vcr  confidered    ;;  tier, 

but   as   a   native,  and  a  pcrlonal   f.ier.d. 
truth,    k-nle,    anil    knowledge  S  do 

alone  in  cou:  ..nents  n 

:s    mull  -,  the   mollia 

tempera  mull  be  fludied  and  known:  confidence,  ac- 
quired by  iecmino  franknefs,  and  'jy  filcnt 
Jkill.  And,  above  all,  you  mu(\  gain  and  engage  the 
heart,  to  betray  the  underftanding  to  you.  11  #  fiii 
crunt  artes. 

The  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  more 
bcloved'for  his  affability  and  good  nature,  than  efteem- 
ed  for  his  fteadmefs  and  conduct,  has  given  concei 
many,  and  apprehenfions  to  all.     The  gr  rencc 

of  the  a  •   the  King  and  Prince  George, 

the  profpccl 

any  nation  !    But  it  is  to 
ble,  that  the  Ku 

|  grandluii  of 
He  is,  feriouQy,  a   moll   hopciul    ' 

,:urcd,   with  good  found  lenfe.       1  ii     event 

litre  hill  .11  as 

pur  1  d    for   all  the 

particular  circumllances   ot  the  i  we  have 

\fn  of  i  km  ,  in.  Ld- 

ward  111.  Ki.hard  11.    H':.:;.   V]  i  td- 

1    VI.    and   the   reafoniogs,   the  fpeculations,    the 

Lures, 
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conjectures,  and  the  predictions,  you  will  eafily  ima- 
gine, muft  be  innumerable  and  endlefs,  in  this  nation, 
where  every  porter  is  a  confummate  politician.  Doc- 
tor Swift  fays,  very  humoroufly,  that  every  man 
knows  that  he  underftands  religion  and  politics,  though 
he  never  learned  them  ;  but  that  many  people  are  con- 
fcious  that  they  do  not  underftand  many  other  fcien- 
ces,  from  having  never  learned  them.  Adieu. 

LETTER      XXIX. 

London,  April  the  7th,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

HERE  you  have  all  together,  the  pocket  books, 
the  compafies,  and  the  patterns.  When  your 
three  graces  have  made  their  option,  you  need  only 
fend  me,  in  a  letter,  fmall  pieces  of  the  three  mohairs 
they  fix  upon.  If  I  can  find  no  way  of  fending  them 
fafely,  and  directly  to  Paris,  I  will  contrive  to  have 
them  left  with  Madame  Morel,  at  Calais  •,  who,  being 
Madame  Monconfeil's  agent  there,  may  find  means  -of 
farthering  them  to  your  three  ladies,  who  all  belong  to 
your  friend  Madame  Monconfeil.  Two  cf  the  three, 
I  am  told,  are  handfome;  Madame  Polignac,  I  can 
fwear,  is  not  fo  j  but  however,  as  the  world  goes,  two 
out  of  three  is  a  very  good  cornpofition. 

You  will  alfo  find,  in  the  packet,  a  compafs  ring 
fet  round  with  little  diamonds,,  which  I  advife  you 
to  make  a  prefent  of  to  the  Abbe  Guaico,  who  has 
been  ufef'ul  to  you,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo;  as 
it  is  a  mere  bauble,  you  muft  add  to  the  value  of 
it  by  your  manner  of  giving  it  him.  Shew  it  him 
firft,  and,  when  he  commends  it,  as  probably  he  will, 
tell  him  that  it  is  at  his  fervice,  et  que  commns  il  eft 
toujours  par  vc'ie  et  par  chemins,  il  eft  abfolument  ne- 
ceffaire  qiiil  a'ie  une  boujfik.  All  thof-  liule  gallan- 
tries 


LORD  Cl 

tries  depend  '.jpon  the 

as,    in  truth,  what   docs  I 

be  done  fo  awkwardly  >  of- 

fend i 
ably    as  me 

10   be  foiiru. 
worth    a  grand    ; 

be  found.      This    is  only    to   be 

where   c'.alhmg    views,    jarm  !    cordial 

hatreds,    areiuiu.  •  ::hin  decent    bounds, 

by  poli  tends   and  n.  '-quern, 

,   courts.       Arc  that   ot 

you   often   at    Verlaille*  ?      Inlinuate    ai 
gle  vour    at    thole    places.       I  / Abbe 

de  la  Ville,  my  old  friend,  will  hd|)  you   at  the 
ter  i  your  three    ladies  may  eftabhfh   you   in    the 
mcr.       I  he   good- breeding  de  la  Villt  tt  de  la  Cour 
are   different  -,  but,  without  deciding  which  is  intnn- 
fically  the  bed,  that  of  the  court  is,  withoot  dmibr, 
the  moll  neccilar)  ior  you,  who   are  to  live,  to  grow, 
and   to  rife  in  courts.     In  two  years  time,  which 
be  as  foon   as    >ou  are  fit  for  i:  c  to  be  able 

!ant  )ou  in  the  foil  of  a  young  court  here 

.)U    have  ail   the   adt.; 
fatility  of  a  good  coi 

Driving  and  tiounllr.  ung  fav 

ly    acquired,    if    the    proper    means    are    en 

,    when 

>   mull   be    inatched    and   im- 
proved.    $uite  pour  ce  f/ui  en  pcut   arriver   aprts. — 

not  mention   this    view  of  mine   ior   yoi 

one   mortal  -,   but   learn   to  .»ur   own 

by   the   way,  very    few  people  can    . 


If 
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If  your   courfe    of    experimental    philofophy,    with 


Abb6  Nolet,  is  over,  I  would  have  you  apply  to 
Sallier,  for  a  mafter  to  give  you  a  general  notion  of 
aftronomy  and  geometry  j  of  both  which  you  may 
know  as  much  as  I  defire  you  fhould,  in  fix  months 
time.  I  only  defire  that  you  mould  have  a  clear  notion 
of  the  prefent  planetary  fyflem,  and  the  hiftory  of  all 
the  former  fyftems  :  Fontenell's  Pluraliie  dss  m*n-ic.  , 
will  almoft  teach  you  all  you  need  know  upon  that  fub- 
jecl.  As  for  geometry,  the  feven  firft  books  of  Euclid 
will  be  a  fufficient  portion  of  it  for  you.  It  is  right  to 
have  a  general  notion  of  thofe  abftrufe  fciences,  fo  as 
not  to  appear  quite  ignorant  of  them,  when  they  hap- 
pen, as  fometimes  they  do,  to  be  the  topics  of  conver- 
fation  j  but  a  deep  knowledge  of  them  requires  too 
much  time,  and  engrofies  the  mind  too  much.  I 
fepeat  it  again  and  again  to  you,  let  the  great  book  of 
the  world  be  your  principal  ftudy.  Nofturna  v  erf  ate 
manuy  verfate  diurnd;  which  may  be  rendered  thus  in 
Englim  :  Turn  over  men  by  day,  and  women  by  night. 
I  mean  only  the  beft  editions. 

Whatever  may  be  faid  at  Paris  of  my  fpeech  upon 
the  bill  for  the  reformation  of  the  prefent  calendar,  or 
whatever  applaufe  it  may  have  met  with  here,  the  whole* 
I  can  allure  you,  is  owing  to  the  words  and  to  the  deli- 
very, but  by  no  means  to  the  matter  ;  which,  as  I  told 
you  in  a  former  letter,  I  was  not  mafter  cf.  I  mention 
this  again,  to  mow  you  the  importance  of  well-chofen 
words,  harmonious  periods,  and  good  delivery  ;  for, 
between  you  and  me,  Lord  Maccles  field's  fpeech  was, 
in  truth,  worth  a  thoufand  of  mine.  It  will  foon  be 
printed,  and  I  will  fend  it  you.  It  is  very  inftructive. 
You  fay,  that  you  wifh  to  fpeak  but  half  as  well  as  I 
did  ;  you  may  eafily  fpeak  full  as  well  as  ever  I  did, 
if  you  will  but  give  the  fame  attention  to  the  fame  ob- 
jects that  I  did  at  your  age,  and  for  many  years  after- 

VOL.  II.  K  wards  ; 
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corrcctnefs,   purity  and  elegancy   of 
,  harmony  of  periods,  and  gracefu 

ver  again  the  third  book  of  Cicero  de 
/v,   in  which  he  particularly   treats   of  the  orna- 
mental   parts    of  oratory  :     they   are  indeed    proj 
orat(  ill   the  reft  depends  only  upon  common 

<nc    knowledge  of  the  fubjeos   you  fpealc 
i.      But  if  you  would  plcafe,  pcrfuade,  and  prevail 
in  fpcakincr,  it  muft  be  by  the  ornamental  parts  of  ora- 
tory, them,    therefore,   habitual    to  you  i    and 
,ve  never  to  fay  the  moft  common  things,  even  to 
footman,  but  in  the   beft  words  you  can  find,  and 
the    beft  utterance.     This,  with  ,    la 
eait  monde,   are  the  only  two 

things  you  want  i     fortunately   they    are  both  in  your 
power  ;  may  YOU  have  them  both  !      Adieu. 

:  K 

A  Londrcs,  15  d'Avril,  V.  S.  1751. 
M<  -If, 

X^>|Ommcnt  vont  les  graces,    Ic 
\^J(  mens,  et  tous  •  ;  ricns  fi  neccflaircs  pour 

:e  un  hpmmc  aima!)!'  .^rcnc?.  vous  : 

.^rcs  ?  L  cit  Part  de  plairc, 

et  c\  '  nu'il  nc  ticnt  q-  '-.acun  d'.icqi; 

-tain  fond   dc  fens  commun.      I'n  tel 

pourquoi,    t 
:nc  lui,    ct  vous  plairez   par  Ic   meme  endroit 

Pour  plaire  aux  femmcs,  il  faut  etre  confidere 
des  hommes.  Et  pour  plaire  aux  hommcs  il  faut 
fcavoir  plairc  .  Le3  femmes,  dont  la  vanik- 

eft  i  ilion   dominantc,   la    trouvent 

i'un  homme  qui  eft  generale- 

menr  eftime  parmi  les  hommes.     Quand  il  eft  marque 

ace 
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a  ce  coin,  clles  lui  donnent  le  cours,  c'eft  a  dire,  la 
mode.  De  1'autre  cote  un  homme  fera  eftimable  par  mi 
les  hommes,  fans  pourtant  etre  aimable,  fi  les  femmes 
n'y  ont  pas  mis  la  derniere  main.  II  eft  aufli  neceiTaire 
que  les  deux  fexes  travaillent  a  fa  perfection  qu'a  fon 
etre  •,  portez  aux  femmes  le  merite  de  votre  fexe,  vous 
en  rapporterez,  la  douceur,  les  agremens  et  les  graces 
du  leur,  et  les  hommes  qui  vous  eftimoient  feulement 
auparavant,  vous  aimeront  apres.  Les  femmes  font 
les  veritables  raffineufes  de  Tor  mafculin  ;  elles  -n'y 
ajoutent  pas  du  poids  il  eft  vrai,  mais  elles  y  donnent 
1'eclat  et  le  brillant.  A  propos,  on  m'aflure  que  Madame 
de  Blot  fans  avoir  des  traits,  eft  jolie  comme  un  cceur,  et 
que  nonobftant  cela,  elle  s'en  eft  tenue  jufqu'ici  fcrupu- 
leufement  a  fon  mari,  quoiqu'il  a'ie  deja  plus  d'un  an 
qu'elle  eft  mariee.  Elle  n'y  penfe  pas  •,  il  faut  decrot- 
ter  cette  femme  la.  Decrottez  vous  done  tous  les  deux 
reciproquement.  Force,  affiduites,  attentions,  regards 
tendres,  et  declarations  paffionees  de  votre  cote,  pro- 
duiront  au  moins  quelque  velleite  du  fien.  Et  quand 
une  fois  la  velleite  y  eft,  les  ceuvres  ne  font  pas  loin. 

Comme  je  vous  tiens  pour  le  premier  juris-peritus  et 
politique  de  tout  le  corps  Germanique,  je  fuppofe  que 
vous  aurez  lu  la  lettre  du  Roi  de  Pruffe  a  TEledeur  de 
Mai'ence,  au  fujet  de  Telection  d'un  Roi  des  Remains. 
Et  de  Tautre  cote,  une  piece,  intitulee,  Representation 
impartiale  de  ce  qui  eft  jufte  a  I'egard  de  I* election  d*un 
Roi  des  Remains,  &c.  La  premiere  eft  tres  bien  ecrite, 
mais  pas  fondee  fur  les  loix  et  les  ufages  de  1'erhpire  ; 
la  feconde  eft  tres  mal  ecrite,  au  moins  en  Fran9ois, 
mais  fondee.  Je  croi  qu'elle  aura  etc  ecrite  par  quel- 
que Allemand  qui  s'etoit  mis  dans  Pefprit  qu'il  enten- 
doit  le  Francois.  Je  fuis  perfuade  pourtant  que  Tele- 
gance  et  la  delicatefie  de  la  lettre  du  Roi  de  Prufle  en 
impoferont  aux  deux  tiers  du  public  en  dedit  de  U 
K  2  folidite 
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foil  ie  la  verite  dc  Pautre  piece.      Telle   i 

force  de  Telega nc 

fouhaiterois  quc  vous  eullicz  la   bonte  de  me 
tailicr  t:  -is  particulierement  vos  allure 

Ou  eft  ce  par  ex,  .e  vous  dinez  tous  Icb 

dis,  aimable  etrefpecftable  ,cllc  ? 

:!on  qui  eft  pour  ainfi  dire  votrc  domi- 
cile? Car  on  en  a  toujours  unc,  ou  Ton  e  :abli, 
et  \- .  qu'aillcurs.  Qui  font  Jesjcufl 
cois  avec  lefquels  vous  ctes  le  plus  lie  ?  Frequentez  vous 
llande;  et  -  s  vous  fourrc  encore 
dans  celui  du  Comte  de  Caunitz  ?  Monfieur  de  Pigna- 
telli,  a-t-il  I'honnein  >lu  nombre  de  vos  l 
teurs  ?  Ft  le  Nonce  du  Pape  vous  a-t-il  compris  dans 
fon  Jubile?  Dites  moi  aulii  naturellcment  comment  vous 
•ioid  1  luntingdon  ;  le  voiez  vous  fouvcnt : 
Le  cultivez  vous  ondt-z  fpecifiquement  a  toutes 
ces  queftions  dans  votre  premiere  lettre. 

On  me  dit    quc   le  livre  de   du  Clos    n'eft  pas  a  la 

mode   a  Paris,    et  qu'on  le  critique  furicufement,   c'eft 

irement   parce  qu'on  TentJiui,    et   ce   n'eft  plus  la 

moci  intelligible.       Je   refpccle    infiniment    la 

mov!  jc   refpcde  bien  plus  ce  livre  queje  trouve 

•:)lide,  et  brillant.      11  \  c  des 

ius  ? 
p.     *  *  *    fera   parti    (je  compte)  de  Paris  pour 

•  Touloi. 
.,  au  inoin^  en  a-t-il  bicn  beioin.     11  eft  gai, 

ii 
fTaires  pour  fe  diftii; 

;:u  monde.     Au  vrai,  ces  deux 
qu'un  hommc    ne   figurera  j;t: 

fe.iit  pas   briller  aulii   dnns  le 

i    monde.      Ft  pour  reufilr  j^arfaitemcnt   bien  dans 
19  Tautre,  il  faut  ttre   in  ulruwqu: 

Puii 
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Puifllez  vous  1'etre  mon  cher  ami,  et  fur  ce,   nous  vcus 
donnons  le  bon  foir. 

P.  S.  Lord  and  Lady  Bieflington,  with  their  {on 
Lord  Mountjov,  will  be  at  Paris  next  week,  in  their 
way  to  the  South  of  France  ;  I  fend  you  a  little  packet 
of  books  by  them.  Pray  go  to  wait  upon  them,  as 
foon  as  you  hear  of  their  arrival,  and  fhow  them  all  the 
attentions  you  can. 

TRANSLATION. 

London,  April  the  i5th,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

WHAT  fuccefs  with  the  graces,  and  in  the  ac- 
compli foments,  elegancies,  and  all  thofe  little 
nothings  fo  indifpenfably  neceftary  to  conftitute  an  ami- 
able man  ?  Do  you  take  them,  do  you  make  a  progrefs 
in  them  ?  The  great  fecret  is  the  art  of  pleafing ;  and 
that  art  is  to  be  attained  by  every  man  who  has  a  good 
fund  of  common  fenfe.  If  you  are  pleafed  with  any 
perfon,  examine  why  ;  do  as  he  does,  and  you 
will  charm  others  by  the  fame  things  which  pleafe  you 
in  him.  To  be  liked  by  women,  you  muft  be  efteemed 
by  men  ;  and  to  pleafe  men,  you  muft  be  agreeable  to 
women.  Vanity  is  unqueftionably  the  ruling  paflion 
in  women ;  and  it  is  much  flattered  by  the  attentions 
of  a  man,  who  is  generally  efteemed  by  men :  when 
his  merit  has  received  the  ftamp  of  their  approbation, 
women  make  it  current,  that  is  to  fay,  put  him  in  fafhi- 
on.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man  has  not  received  the 
laft  polim  from  women,  he  may  be  eftimable  among 
men,  but  he  will  never  be  amiable.  The  concurrence 
of  the  two  fcxes  is  as  necefiary,  to  the  perfection  of  our 
being,  as  to  the  formation  of  it.  Go  among  women 

with 
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with  the  good  qualities  of  your  fax,  .  will  acquire 

from  :s  and  the  graces  .      Men 

1  affection,  to  the  eftcem  which  thv 

en   arc    the  only  refiners   of  the 

merit  of  men  -,   it  is  true,  they  cannot  add  weight,  but 

to  it.     si  propo'^  \  am  allured 
that  Madame  de  i  uough  (he  has  no  great  p. 

:tanding,  exceiTively  pret- 
thar,    for  all  that,   fhe   hath  as  yet  been  fcru- 
to  her  i  .igh  fhe  has  now 

been  !  above  a   year.     Surely  fhe  does  not  re- 

flect, that   u  noli  mi  ru 

polim  one  another  reciprocally.      For, 
tendons,   tor.  larations,  on 

your  fide,  will  jvoduce  fume  irrcfolute  wiPnes  at  lead, 

I  the  flighted 
reft  will  foon  foli 

ro  be   the  gn  ami 

poiit  you 

read  the  Kingof  Prulii.rs  letter  to  the  liledor 
of   Maiencr,     upon    the  ^    of  the 

Ron  Q  the  other  fiJe,  a  memorial,  intituled, 

Impartial  re/  >  J  to 

tbt  ,  :fl  is 

extremcl  •;,  but  not  groun  .  the  laws 

t^ms  of  the  en 

n  (at  L  ;t  well  grounded  ; 

author   is  for  an,    who  has  taken   into  his 

underftands  French.      I  am,  however,  per- 
!   delicacy  of  the  King  of 
th  two- thirds   of  the  pub- 
lic, of  the  i:  'd  in  the 
,;h  is  the  (or<.                        mt  and  deli- 
Ay  le  ! 

1  wifh  ••  i  as  to  give  me   a  more 

part  1  circumilajitial  account  of  the  method  of 

pafling 
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pafllng  your  time  at  Paris.  For  inftance,  Where  is  it 
that  you  dine  every  Friday,  in  company  with  that  amia- 
ble and  refpectable  old  man,  Fontenelle  ?  Which  is  the 
houfe  where  you  think  yourfelf  at  home  ?  for  one  al- 
ways has  fuch  a  one,  where  one  is  better  eftablifhed, 
and  more  at  eafe,  than  any  where  elfe.  Who  are  the 
young  Frenchmen  with  whom  you  are  moft  intimately 
connected  ?  Do  you  frequent  the  Dutch  Embafiador's  ? 
Have  you  penetrated  yet  into  Count  Caunitz's  houfe  ? 
Has  Monfieur  de  Pignatelli  the  honour  of  being  one 
of  your  humble  fervants  ?  And  has  the  Pope's  Nuncio 
included  you  in  the  jubilee  ?  Tell  me  alfo  freely,  how 
you  are  with  Lord  Huntingdon  :  Do  you  fee  him 
often  ?  Do  you  conned:  yourfelf  with  him  ?  Anfwer  all 
thefe  queftions  circumftantially  in  your  firft  letter. 

I  am  told  that  du  Clos's  book  is  not  in  vogue  at 
•Paris,  and  that  it  is  violently  criticifed  ;  I  fuppofe  that 
is,  becaufe  one  underftands  it  j  and  being  intelligible  is 
now  no  longer  the  fafhion.  1  have  a  very  great  re- 
fpect  for  faihion,  but  a  much  greater  for  this  book; 
which  is,  all  at  once,  true,  folid,  and  bright.  It  contains 
even  epigrams  ;  what  can  one  wifh  for  more  ? 

Mr.  *  *  *  will,  I  fuppofe,  have  left  Paris  by  this 
time,  for  his  refidence  at  Touloufe.  I  hope  he  will 
acquire  manners  there;  I  am  fure  he  wants  them.  He 
is  awkward,  he  is  filent,  and  has  nothing  agreeable  in 
his  addrefs  :  moft  necefTary  qualifications  to  diftinguifh 
one's- felf  in  bufmefs,  as  well  as  in  the  polite  world  !  In 
truth,  thefe  two  things  are  fo  connected,  that  a  man  can- 
not make  a  figure  in  bufinefs,  who  is  not  qualified  to 
fhine  in  the  great  world ;  and  to  fucceed  perfectly  in 
either  the  one  or  the  other,  one  muft  be  in  utrumque 
paratus.  May  you  be  that,  my  dear  friend  !  and  fo  we 
wifh  you  a  good  night. 

L  E  T  T  R  R 
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London,  April  the   22d,  O.  S.    i 

IV  to  you  now,  as  to  the  <:  irtucfo  of 

haps  any  other  age  ;    one  whofe  fupe- 
rior  judgment  and  diftinguifliing  eye  h 
of  Poland  from  buying  a  had  picture  at  Venice,   and 
xvhofe  dccifions  in  the  realms    of  -re  final,    and 

out  appeal.      Now   to   the   point.      I    have  had   a. 

tit  me,    < •' 

des  plus  grands  m  Araignon 

Apcrin,  inlet  de  chambre  de  la  Reine  fur  le  r,-  Me- 

giJJ<:>     -  "     '  V     9091.     There  1  obi 

two  large   pictures    of  Titian,    as  dti  Q  the  en- 

clofed  page  of  the  catalogue,  NY  iich  I  fliould 

be  glad  to  purchafc,  upon  t\vo  conditions  ;  the  fu 
that   they  be  undoubted    originals  of  Titian,   in   good 
prefervation  ;  and  the  other,  that    tb 
To  afccrtain  the  firft    (but   without   . 

I  wi/h 
fcurs  to  examine   them  carefullv. 

;al  examination,   they   fhould   be    ontnimooily   al- 
lowed to   be  undifpu:  -als    of  Tiri.in,    and  well 
pref                 ien  com<  " :   I 
:bove  two  hundred  j^                       ;:  for  the 
two  together  ;    hut   as  rm:                                             them 

I  acknowledge  that  two  hundred  pounds  fecr 
beavcry  fmall  fum  for  two  Ui  of  that 

fize;    but,  on  the  other  hand,    as  large  If.nlnn  pictures 
are  now  out   of  famion  at   I'nris, 

of  every  thing,  •          ures  are  too  large  for 

common  ror  .ay  poffibly    come  vvithin  the 

price   above  linrirr  ;       I  leave  the  whole  of  this  tranf- 

aclion 
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a&ion  (the  price  excepted,  which  I  will  not  exceed) 
to  your  confummate  fkill  and  prudence,  with  proper 
advice  joined  to  them.  Should  you  happen  to  buy 
them  for  that  price,  carry  them  to  your  own  lodgings, 
and  get  a  frame  made  to  the  fecond,  which  I  obferve 
has  none,  exactly  the  fame  with  the  other  frame,  and 
have  the  old  one  new  gilt ;  and  then  get  them  carefully 
packed  up,  and  fent  me  by  Rouen. 

I  hear  much  of  your  converfing  with  les  beaux  efprits 
at  Paris:  I  am  very  glad  of  it;  it  -gives  a  degree  of 
reputation,  efpecially  at  Paris  ;  and  their  converfation 
is  generally  inftructive,  though  fometimes  affected. 
It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  polite  converfation  of  the 
men  and  women  of  fafhion  at  Paris,  though  not  always 
very  deep,  is  much  lefs  futile  and  frivolous  than  ours 
here.  It  turns  at  lead  upon  fome  fubject,  fomething 
of  tafte,  fome  point  of  hiftory,  criticifm,  and  even  phi- 
lofophy  ;  which,  though  probably  not  quite  fo  folid  as 
Mr.  Locke's,  is  however  better,  and  more  becoming 
rational  beings,  than  our  frivolous  difTertations  upon 
the  weather,  or  upon  whift.  Monfieur  du  Clos  ob- 
ferves,  and  I  think  very  juftly,  qtfil  y  a  a  prefcnt  en 
France  une  fermentation  univerfelle  de  la  raifon  qui  tend 
afede  developper.  Whereas,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
here  that  fermentation  feems  to  have  been  over  fome 
years  ago,  the  fpirit  evaporated,  and  only  the .  dregs 
left.  Moreover,  les  beaux  efprits  at  Paris  are  common- 
ly well  bred,  which  ours  very  frequently  are  not :  with 
the  former  your  manners  will  be  formed ;  with  the  lat- 
ter, wit  mult  generally  be  compounded  for  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  manners.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mari- 
vaux,  who  has  certainly  ftudied,  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  heart ;  but  who  refines  fo  much  upon  its  plis 
et  repliS)  and  defciibes  them  fo  affectedly,  that  he  often 
is  unintelligible  to  his  readers,  and  fometimes  fo,  I  dare 
fay,  to  himfelf  ?  Do  you  know  Crcbilion  le  f.ls?  He  is 
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a  fine  painter,  and  a  plcafir^  writer  ;  his  characters  arc 
admirable,   and   his  reflections    j;  cquent  thefc 

people,  and   bL'   glad,  but  not  proud,  of  frequenting 
then,  r  boait  oi  proof  of  your  own  r. 

infult,   in   n   manner,  'ling 

them  affeclc  u,    Montefquieu,  and  Fonte- 

•e  talking  of  the  other  dav  •,  as  I  have  known 
many  people  do  here,  with  regard   to  Pope  and  ^ 
who  had   never   been  tv\icc   in   company   with  either: 
nor  carry  into  other  compani*  -ic  of  thofc  meet- 

ings of  beaux  efpt'its.     Talk   literature,  tafle,  philoib- 
:th  them,  a  la  bonne  beure  \  but  then  with 
the   fame   cafe,    and   more    enjou. 
moires^  &c.  with  Madame  de  Blot,  if  me  require 
Almoit  every  fubjecl   in  the  world  has  its  rime 

and  i  in  which  no  one  is  above  or   below   Ji 

fion.      The  point  is,  to  talk  well  upon  the  fubje<Sl  '\ou 
talk  upon  ;  and   the   moft  trifling,  frivolous    fubi 
will  dill  give  a  man  of  parts  an  Opportunity  of  mowing 
them.     Uufage  dii  grand  monde   can  alone  teach  that. 
That  was  the  difttngui filing  d 

and  a  happy  one  it  was  -,  that  he  could  occafionally,  and 
with  fo  much.  lopt  the  moft  different,  and  even 

the  moft  oppofite  habits  and  man;1  •  each  fcemcd 

natural  to  him.  it  world, 

as  t:,  Id  to  do 

may  ufe  that  cxprcllion)  \our  mind,  and  your  manners, 
to  g;  the   neceffary  fupplenefs  and   flexibility  ; 

c  are  too 
to  think. 

i  low  do     our  excrcifes  go  on  ?   Can   you   manage  a 
pretty  vigorous  he   pillars?   Are  you 

into  flirrups 

,   above  all,  what  does  Marcel  fay  of  you  r  Js  he 
'-"  more  particular  in  your  accounts  of 

trfclf; 
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yourfelf;  for  though  I  have  frequent  accounts  of  you 
from  others,  I  defire  to  have  your  own  too.     Adieu. 

Yours,  truly  and  friendly. 

LETTER      XXXII. 

London,  May  the  zd,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TW  O  accounts,  which  I  have  very  lately  received 
of  you,  from  two  good  judges,  have  put  me  in- 
to great  fpirits ;  as  they  have  given  me  reafonable 
hopes,  that  you  will  foon  acquire  all  that  I  believe  you 
want  5  I  mean,  the  air,  the  addrefs,  the  graces,  and 
the  manners  of  a  man  of  fafhion.  As  thefe  two  pic- 
tures of  you,  are  very  unlike  that  which  I  received, 
and  fcnt  you  fome  months  ago,  I  will  name  the  two 
painters :  the  firft  is  an  old  friend  and  acquaintance  of 
mine,  Monfieur  D'Aillon.  His  pidlure  is,  I  hope 
like  you  ;  for  it  is  a  very  good  one  :  Monfieur  Toilet's 
is  ftill  a  better  ;  and  fo  advantageous  a  one,  that  1  will 
not  fend  you  a  copy  of  it,  for  fear  of  making  you  too 
vain.  So  far  only  I  will  tell  you,  that  there  was  but 
one  but  in  either  of  their  accounts;  and  it  was  this.:  I 
gave  D'Aillon  the  queftion,  ordinary  and  extraordina- 
ry, upon  the  important  article  of  Manners  ;  and  export- 
ed this  from  him  :  *  Mais  fi  vous  voulez  il  lui  manque 
encore  ce  dernier  beau  verms  qui  releve  les  couleurs^  et  qui 
donne  F  eclat  a  la  piece.  Comptez  qit'il  l*auray  il  a  trop 
d'efprit  pour  tfen  -pas  connoitre  tout  leprix^  et  je  me  trompe 
^  ou  plus  d'une  performs  travaille  a  le  lui  donner, 

Monfieur 


*  "  Bur,  fince  you  will  know  it,  he  ftill  wants  that  laft,  beau- 
tiful varnifh,  \vhich  raifes  the  colours,  and  gives  brilliancy  to 
the  piece.  Be  periuaded  that  he  will  acquire  it  ;  he  has  too 
much  fenfe  not  to  know  its. value;  and,  if  I  a:n  not  greatly 
miftaken,  more  perfons  than  one  are  new  endeavouring  to  give 
it  him." 
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. 
!•/>;/*,  crsgr\; 

tering  in*  n  of  the  laft  queftion,  I  i 

that 

point  which  I  fo  >u   may  a  I 

your  au,  II  be 

I,  if  exerted,  they  will  fuccced. 

that  you    are    inclined   to   IK  ".ope 

will  decline  it  as  much  as  yju  cap.  -,   not  by  taking 

thing  corrofive  to  make  you  i  g  as 

little  as  you  can  of  thofe  things  that   would  make  you 

fat.      Drink  no   chocolate,    take  your  coffee   without 

cream  •,  you  cannot  {  ,  un- 

lefs  you  avoid   company,  tor,  i    by    no 

meai  do;  but  eat  as  i;  r  as  you 

can,  and  nnke  even  an  allowance  for  that  little  at  your 

.  occ.ifion.dl)',  a  double  dofe  of  riding 

and  fummer  is  come,  walk 

a  good  deal  in  th 

:iy  body  to  be  f..  ,  it  is  u; 

for  :  like  to  have  for- 

got  *  )U,  that  ;  ;irti- 

>  your  utterance  points  o 

Al    importance.  fnft   he  fays,    *    //  ne 


• 

I  do 

'<  ai  it 
than 
mftnuft  li, 
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s* /nonce  pas  mal^  mais  il  feroit  afoubaiter  qtfillefit  encore 
mienx  -,  et  il  s'exprimf  avec  plus  de  feu  qite  d*  elegance. 
Uufage  de  la  bonne  compagnie  mcttra  aujfl  ordre  a  tout 
cela.  Thefe,  I  allow,  are  all  little  things,  feparately  •, 
but,  aggregately,  they  make  a  moft  important  and 
great  article  in  the  accou/it  of  a  gentleman.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  you  can  never  make  a  figure,  with- 
out elegancy  of  ftile,  and  gracefulnefs  of  utterance  ; 
and  you  can  never  fucceed  as  a  courtier,  at  your  own 
court,  or  as  a  minifter  at  any  other,  without  thofe  in- 
numerable petiis  riens  dans  hs  manieres^  et  dans  les  atten- 
tions. Mr.  Yorke  is  by  this  time  at  Paris  ;  make  your 
court  to  him,  but  not  fo  as  to  difguft,  in  the  leall, 
Lord  Albemarle ;  who  may  poffibly  diflike  your  ccn- 
lidering  Mr.  Yorke  as  the  man  of  bufinefs,  and  him  as 
only  pour  orner  lafcene.  Whatever  your  opinion  may 
be  upon  that  point^  take  care  not  to  let  it  appear ; 
but  be  well  with  them  both,  by  fhowing  no  public  pre- 
ference to  either. 

Though  I  muft  neceflarily  fall  into  repetitions,  by- 
treating  the  fame  fubject  fo  often,  I  cannot  help  recom- 
mending to  you  again  the  utmoft  attention  to  your  air 
and  addrefs.  Apply  yourfelf  now  to  Marcel's  lectures, 
as  diligently  as  you  did  formerly  to  Profeflbr  Maf- 
cow's  ;  defire  him  to  teach  you  every  genteel  attitude, 
that  the  human  body  can  be  put  into ;  let  him  make 
you  go  in  and  out  of  his  room  frequently,  and  prefent 
yourfelf  to  him,  as  if  he  were  by  turns  different  per- 
fons  ;  fuch  as  a  minifter,  a  lady,  a  fuperior,  an  equal, 
an  inferior,  &c.  Learn  to  fit  genteelly  in  different 
companies,  to  loll  genteelly,  and  with  good  manners, 
in  thofe  companies  where  you  are  authorized  to  be  free, 
and  to  fit  up  refpectfully  where  the  fame  freedom  is 
not  allowable.  Learn  even  to  compofe  }our  counte- 
nance occasionally  to  the  refpedful,  the  chearful,  and 
the  infinuating.  Take  particular  care  that  the  motions 

of 


i4z    LORD 

our  hands  and  arms  h 

genteelnefs  of  a  man  confifts  more  in  them  than  in  anv 
thing  elfe,  cfpccially  in  his  dancing.  Defire  fomc  wo- 
men to  tell  you  of  any  little  awkwardncls  that  they  ob- 
Mgc  :  they  are  the  beft judges  of  thofe 
things  •,  and  if  they  are  fatisfied,  the  men  will  be  io 
too.  Think,  now,  only  of  the  decoratior.  you 

acquainted  with  Madame  GeofFrain,  who  has  a  great 
of  wit  •,  and  who,  I  am  informed,  receives  only 
the  very  beft  company  in  her  houfe.  Do  you  know 
Madame  du  Pin,  who,  I  remember,  had  beauty,  and 
I  hear  has  wit  and  reading  ?  I  could  wim  )ou  to  con- 
verfe  only  with  thofe,  who,  either  from  their  rank, 
fheir  merit,  or  their  beauty,  require  conftant  attenti- 
on •,  for  a  young  man  can  never  improve  in  company, 
where  he  thinks  he  may  neglect  himfelf.  A  new  bow 
muft  be  conftantly  kept  bent ;  when  it  grows  oKier, 
and  has  taken  the  right  turn,  it  may  now  and  then  be 
relaxed. 

I  have  this  moment  paid  your  draught  of  £.  89.  i 
it  was  figned  in  a  very  good  hand  -,  which  proves  that 
a  good  hand  may  be  written    without  the  afli 
magic.     Nothing  provokes    me    much  more,  than  to 
hear  people  indolently  fay,  that  they  cannot  do,  v 
is    in    every  body's   ;  it  be  but  in  their 

will.     Adieu. 

1,  i      1       R       XXXIII. 

London,  May  the  6th,  O.  S. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  beft  authors  are  always  the  fevcreft  critics  of 
their  own  works  ;  they  revife,  correct,  file,   and 
polifh  them,  till  they  think  they  have  brought  them  to 
perfection.     Confidering  you   as   my  work,   I   do  not 
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look  upon  myftlf  as  a  bad  author,  and  am  therefore  a 
fevere  critic.  I  examine  narrowly  into  the  lead  inac- 
curacy or  inelegancy,  in  order  to  correct,  not  to  expofe 
them,  and  that  the  work  may  be  perfect  at  laft.  You 
are,  I  know,  exceedingly  improved  in  your  air,  ad- 
drefs,  and  manners,  fince  you  have  been  at  Paris  •>  but 
ftill  there  is,  I  believe,  room  for  farther  improvement, 
before  you  come  to  that  perfection  which  I  have  fet  my 
heart  upon  feeing  you  arrive  at :  and  till  that  moment, 
I  muft  continue  filing  and  polifhing.  In  a  letter  that  I 
received  by  laft  poft,  from  a  friend  of  yours  at  Paris, 
there  was  this  paragraph  :  *  Sans  flatterie^  fay  I'hon- 
neur  de  vous  ajfurer  que  Monfieur  Stanhope  reujfit  id  an 
de  la  de  ce  qu'on  atlendroit  dyune  perfonne  de  fon  age  \  it 
'uoit  tres  bonne  compagniey  et  ce  petit  ton  qu'on  regardoit 
d'abord  comme  un  peu  decide  et  un  peu  brvfque^  tfeft  rim 
mains  que  cela^  parcequ'il  eft  Feffet  de  la  francbife^  accom- 
pagnee  de  la  politeffe  et  de  la  deference.  II  fetudie  & 
plaire,  et  il  y  reuffif.  Madame  de  Puifieux  en  parloii 
Pautre  jour  avec  complaifance  et  interet :  vous  en  ferez 
content  a  tous  egards.  This  is  extremely  well,  and  I 
rejoice  at  it :  one  little  circumftance  only  may,  and  I 
hope  will,  be  altered  for  the  better.  Take  pains  to  un- 
deceive thofe  who  thought  petit  ton  un  peu  decide  et  un 
•peu  brufque  ;  as  it  is  not  meant  fo,  let  it  not  appear  fo. 
Compofe  your  countenance  to  an  air  of  gentlcnefs  and 

douceur ) 


*  I  have  the  honour  to  allure  you,  without  flattery,  thai 
Mr.  Stanhope  fucceeds,  beyond  what  might  be  expe&ed  from 
a  perfon  of  his  age.  He  goes  into  very  good  company;  and 
that  kind  of  manner,  which  was  at  firft  thought  to  be  too 
decifive  and  peremptory,  is  now  judged  otherwite  ;  becaufe  ir 
is  acknowledged  to  be  the  effect  of  an  ingenuous  franknefs, 
accompanied  by  politenefs,  and  by  a  proper  deference.  He 
ftudies  to  pleafe,  and  fucceeds.  Madame  dc  Puifieux  was  the 
other  day  fpeaking  of  him  with  complacency  and  friendihip. 
You  will  be  fatisfied  with  him  in  all  refpe&s." 
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douceur^  ufe  fome  cxprcHi  of  )our 

opinion,  and  her    people'.s 

'.f  le  dit\ 

pluti  ':t  mows  fai  tout  i: 

mot  tncmc :  fuch  mitigating,  engaging  words  do  b 
means  weaken  \our  argument  i   bur,  on  the   conti 

more   powerful,   by  making  it  m> 
If  it  is  a  quick  and  haily  manner  of  {peaking  that  peo- 
ple miftake,:/>0w  lrujque^  \ 
for  the  future,   by    (peaking    more    dcliln 
taking  a  fofter  tone  of  vol.  .  this  cafe  yo  . 
from  the  guilt,  be  free  from  the  fufpicion   too.     ft 
kind,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  is  more  governed  by 
•aranCes,   than   by   realities  :   and,  with   regard    to 
opinion,  one  had  better  be  really  rough  at; 
the  a              ce  of  gentlenefs  and  foftnefs,  than  juft  the 
reverfe.     Few  people  have  penetration   enough  to  dif- 
cover,  attention  enough   to   obferve,  or  c  .cern 
enough  to  examine,  beyond   the  exterior  •,  they   take 
their  notions  from  the  furfucc,  and  go  no  deeper  \  they 
commcr,,                 gentleii               :i:-natured  man  i:i 
world,  that  man  \sho  has   the  molt  engaging   exterior 

though  poll'.  vc  been   but  on, 

his  comj  tone  of  voice,  acompofui 

to  mildneis  and    foftnefs,    v. . 

cafily  act.  :o   the  bufmefs  \  and  without  far 

.ination,  and  poflibly  with  the  contrary  qualr 
that  reckoned  the  gentieft,  the  modeftcft,  and 

the  bcft-natured  man  aliv-j.      1  l;ip;v,    the    nun,   who, 
:i   fund  of  parts  and  knowledge,  gets 
i  the  world  i  ough   to  make  it  his 

bubble,  at  an  age,  when    moft   people  are  the  bubbles 

of 

•    '  ;:<.\-    I  iliould  think— Is  it  n< 

.o  ?   At  It  aft  1   . 
D.vfelf. 
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of  the  world  !  for  that  is  the  common  cafe  of  youth. 
They  grow  wifer,  when  it  is  too  late  ;  and,  afhumcd  and 
vexed  at  having  been -bubbles  fo  long,  too  otten  turn 
knaves  at  laft.  Do  not  therefore  truft  to  appearances 
and  outfide  yourfelf,  but  pay  other  people  with  them  ; 
becaufe  you  may  be  fure  that  nine  in  ten  of  mankind 
do,  and  ever  will,  truft  to  them.  This  is  by  no  means 
a  criminal  or  blameable  fimulation,  if  not  ufed  with  an 
ill  intention.  I  am  by  no  means  blameable  in  defiring 
to  have  other  people's  good  word,  good  will,  and  affec- 
tion, if  I  do  not  mean  to  abufe  them.  Your  heart,  I 
know,  is  good,  your  fenfe  is  found,  and  your  knowledge 
extenfive.  What  then  remains  for  you  to  do  ?  No- 
thing, but  to  adorn  thofe  fundamental  qualifications, 
with  fuch  engaging  and  captivating  manners,  foftnefs, 
and  gentlenefs,  as  will  endear  you  to  thofe  who  are  able 
to  judge  of  your  real  merit,  and  which  always  fiand  in 
the  (lead  of  merit  with  thofe  who  are  not.  I  do  not 
mean  by  this  to  recommend  to  you  le  fade  douctreitx9 
the  infipid  foftnefs  of  a  gentle  fool  :  no>  affert  your 
own  opinion,  oppofe  other  people's,  when  wrong  -,  but 
let  your  manner,  your  air,  your  terms,  and  your  tone 
of  voice,  be  foft  and  gentle,  and  that  eafily  and  natu- 
rally, not  affe&edly.  Ufe  palliatives  when  you  con- 
tradict ;  fuch  as,  I  may  be  miftakcn^  I  am  not  fur e^  but  I 
believe^  I  fhould  rather  tbink^  &c.  Finilh  any  argu- 
ment or  difpute  with  fome  little  good-humoured  plea- 
fantry,  to  m.ow  that  you  are  neither  hurt  yourfelf,  nor 
meaned  to  hurt  your  antagonist ;  for  an  argument,  kept 
up  a  good  while,  often  occafions  a  temporary  alienation 
on  each  fide.  Pray  obferve  particularly,  in  thofe 
French  people  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  that  character, 
cette  douceur  de  meeurs  et  de  manieres,  which  they  talk 
of  fo  much,  and  value  fo  juftly  ;  fee  in  what  in  confifts  ; 
in  mere  trifles,  and  moft  eafy  to  be  acquired,  where  the 
heart  is  really  good.  Imitate,  copy  it,  till  it  becomes 
VOL.  II.  L  habitual 
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habi:  eafy  to  yoi:  ::out  a  compliment  to 

you,    I    take  it  to  be  the  only  thing 
noth  iflion,  or 

at  lead  /<;/£-;<';  ;•/',  for  fomc  woman  of  fafhion -,  and, 
as  I  fuppofe  that  you  have  either  the  one  or  the  other 
by  t  ,  you  are  confcquently  in  the  beft  fchool. 

Befides    this,   if  you   were    to    fay  to    Lady  Her 
Madame  Monconfeil,  or  fuch  others  as  you  look  upon 
to  be  your  friends,  *  On  dit ..  //  certain  petit  ten 

trop 

••s  fn  fit:       .  ncmf 

publiquement  quand  vons  me  trouverrz  fur  Ic  fait.  Ne  me 
pajj'c  .  pouffcz  votrc  •  jufqu*  a  /V 

eft  en  d>  'A  ct  je  VON* 

Dupable  t  deb  era  defs  cor  rig 

Yefterday   I  had  two  of  your  acq  *s  to  dine 

with  me,  Baron  B.  and  his  companion  Monfieur  S.     I 
cannot   fay   of  the  former,    qitil  ejl  paitri  de  graces; 
and  I  would  rather  advife  him  to  go    and  fettle  quietly 
at  home,   than   to  think  of  improving  himfcl! 
ther  trav  n'eft  pas  U   bois  dont  on  c 

com:  is  much  better,   though  he  has    a  ftrong 

tocco  dt  tcdffcc.  >th  fpoke  well  ot 

far  J  liked  them  both,  f  Comment  vont  nos  ajj 

I'aimabU 


:athcr  too 

•wcver  m  i  that 

uld  be   i  :it  you  to  publicly  to 

puniii  'y.     Do  i) 

indulgence  , 

as  you  has  a  right  to  be  : 
nal  will  endea 

f  How  go  you  on  with  '  Ic  little  Blot  ?    Docs  ihc  liilr n 

to  your  flatten;  u  ni;nibcr  the  lift  of  her 

ne  du your  !*  docs 

ihe  fonietinics  knot,  and  are  you  her  Meilcoui 

fofln.  .   and  engaging  manners  ;   in  fuch  an  apprcnt;<. 

much  may  be  learned. 
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Paimable  petite  Blot  ?  fe  prete  fells  a  vos  fleurettcs,   etes 

vous  cenfe  etre  fur  les  rangs  ?    Madame  du eft  elle 

votre  Madame  de  Lurfay^  et  fait  elle  quelquefois  des 
n (euds  ?  Seriez  vous  fon  Meikour  ?  Elle  a,  dit  on,  de 
la  douceur,  de  I'efprit,  des  manieres  ;  il  y  a  a  apprendre 
dans  un  tel  apprentijjage.  -j-  A  woman  like  her,  who 
has  always  pleafed,  and  often  been  pleafed,  can  beft 
teach  the  art  of  pleafing;  that  art,  without  which  ogni 
fatica  e  vana.  Marcel's  lectures  are  no  fmall  part  of 
that  art ;  they  are  the  engaging  fore-runner  of  all  other 
accomplishments.  Drefs  is  alfo  an  article  not  to  be 
neglected,  and  1  hope  you  do  not  neglect  it  ^  it  helps 
in  the  premier  abord,  which  is  often  decifive.  By  drefs, 
I  mean  your  clothes  being  well  made,  fitting  you,  in 
the  fafhion  and  not  above  it  ;  your  hair  well  done,  and 
a  general  cleanlinefs  and  fprucenefs  in  your  perfon.  I 
hope  you  take  infinite  care  of  your  teeth  ^  the  confe- 
quences  of  neglecting  the  mouth  are  ferious,  not  only 
to  one's-felf  but  to  others.  In  fhort,  my  dear  child, 
neglect  nothing  ;  a  little  more  will  complete  the  whole. 
Adieu  !  I  have  not  heard  from  you  thefe  three  weeks, 
which  I  think  a  great  while. 

LETTER       XXXIV. 

London,  May  the  loth,  O.  S.  1751* 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Received  yefterday,    at  the  fame  time,  your  letters 
of  the  4th  and  the  i  ith,  N.  S.   and  being  much 
more  careful  of  my  com miffions  than  you  are  of  yours, 
I  do  not  delay  one  moment  fending  you  my  final  in- 
L  2  ftructions 

f  This  whole  paflage,  and  feveral  others,  allude  to  Crebillon's 
L'garemfns  du  Cceur  et  de  I'Efprit,  a  fentimental  novel  written  about 
that  time,  and  then  much  in  vogue  at  Paris. 
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ftrucYions   concerning  the    pi&ures. 

allosv  to  be  ,    and  in  good  prefcrvation  ;  the 

.imaged  \ 

as  I  ;i  for  furniti:  .r  room,  corn- 

nan,  for  better  for  worfe,  upon  account  of 
the  j  ot  too  much  damaged,  I  can 

her  tolerably  repaired,  as  many  a  fine  woman  is,  by 

I   expect  that  the  lady 
thrown  into  the  bargain  with 

the  man  :  and,  in  this  ftate  of  affairs,  the  woman  being 
worth  little  or  nothii:  :1  not  go  above   fourfcore 

•ogether.      As  for  the  Rcmbr 

\ounicntion,    though  it  is  very  chca;  od,  I  do 

not  care    for  it.     J   love    la  belle  \     Rembrandt 

'.uras.     Now  for    your    own  commilii 
>U  fccm  to  have  forgotten.     You  mention  no- 
thiru'  •  ou  received  by   Monfieur 

Tollot,  though  1  told  you  in  a  former  letter,  which 
jnufl  have  h.  re  the   date   of  \our  laft,    that  I 

fhould  fby   Mil   I    received  the  p  >pon 

by  your  ladies  ; 

i,  I  could  find  no 

mohairs   '  that  de- 

fcription:  I  i'.  E  (which 

i  by 

I  v.ouKi,    \  v  .ill  in  ^c  you  go  now  and  then, 

for  t\\o  or  d  il  Coigny's, 

it  is  '•  -:t  famil; 

I  would  have 

you    familiarize  the   interior 

and  dom  and 

falhion.     I  alfo  dcfirc  that  you  will  freqi,!  ".lillc.c 

and 

*  By  tabbies. 
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and  St.  Cloud,  at  both  which  courts  you  have  been  re- 
ceived with  diftinction.  Profit  of  that  diftinftion,  and 
familiarize  yourfelf  at  both.  Great  courts  are  the  feats 
of  true  good-breeding  •,  you  are  to  live  at  courts,  lofe 
no  time  in  learning  them.  Go  and  ftay  fometimes  at 
Verfailles,  for  three  or  four  days,  where  you  will  be  do- 
meftic  in  the  beft  families,  by  means  of  your  friend 
Madame  de  Puifieux  •,  and  mine,  L'Abbe  de  la  Ville. 
Go  to  the  King's  and  the  Dauphin's  levees,  and  diftin- 
guim  yourfelf  from  the  reft  of  your  countrymen,  who, 
I  dare  fay,  never  go  there  when  they  can  help  it. 
Though  the  young  Frenchmen  of  famion  may  not  be 
worth  forming  intimate  connections  with,  they  are  well 
worth  making  acquaintance  of ;  and  I  do  not  fee  how 
you  can  avoid  it,  frequenting  fo  many  good  French 
houfes  as  you  do,  where,  to  be  fure,  many  of  them 
come.  Be  cautious  how  you  contract  friendmips,  but 
be  defirous,  and  even  induftrious,  to  obtain  a  univerfal 
acquaintance.  Be  eafy,  and  even  forward,  in  making 
new  acquaintances  ;  that  is  the  only  way  of  knowing 
manners  and  characters  in  general,  which  is,  at  prefent, 
your  great  object.  You  are  enfant  de  famille  in  three 
ministers  houfes  ;  but  I  wifh  you  had  a  footing,  at 
leaft,  in  thirteen  ;  and  that,  I  mould  think,  you  might 
eafily  bring  about,  by  that  common  chain,  which,  to  a 
certain  degree,  connects  thofe  you  do  not,  with  thofe 
you  do  know.  For  inftance,  I  fnppofe  that  neither 
Lord  Albemarle,  nor  Marquis  de  St.  Germain,  would 
make  the  leaft  difficulty  to  prefent  you  to  Comte 
Caunitz,  the  Nuncio,  &c.  II  aut  e'rc  rompu  au  ?//o 
which  can  only  be  done  by  an  extenfive,  various,  and 
almoft  univeiful  acquaintance. 

When  you  have  got  your  emaciated  Philomath,    I 
defire  that  his  triangles,  rhomboids,  &c.  may  not  keep 
you  one  moment  out  of  the  good  company  you  would 
otherwife  be  in,     Swallow  all  your  learning  in  the  morn- 
ing, 
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Jog,  but  digeft  it  in  com;,  the  evenings.     The 

reading  of  ten  new  characters  is  more  your  buf- 
now,  than  the  reading  of  twenty  old  books;  flu/ 
and  (]  eople  always  get  the  better  of  all  ot! 

though  ever  fo  folid.     If  you  would  be  a  great  man  in 
the  world  when  you  are  old,  fhine  and  be  fhowifh 

you  are  young  •,  know  every  body,  and  endeavour 
to  pleafe  every  body,  I  mean  exteriorly  •,  for  funda- 
mentally it  is  impoflible.  Try  to  engage  the  heart  of 
every  woman,  and  the  affections  of  almoft  every  man 
you  meet  with,  Madam  Monconfeil  aflures  me,  that 
you  are  moft  furprifingly  improved  in  your  air,  man- 
ners, and  addrefs  ,  go  on,  my  dear  child,  and  never 
think  that  you  are  come  to  a  fufficient  degree  of  per- 
fection ;  Nil  afium  rcKttans  fi  quid  fuperejfet  agen^ 
and  in  thofe  mining  parts  of  the  character  of  a  gc 
man,  there  is  always  fomething  remaining  to  be  acquired. 
Modes  and  manners  vary  in  different  places,  and  at 
different  times  ;  you  muft  keep  pace  with  them,  know 
them,  p.iul  adopt  them,  wherever  you  find  them, 
great  tifage  of  the  world,  the  knowledge  of  charaftcrs, 
the  I  ./  hommci  is  all  that  you  now  v 

!y  Marcel  and  the  beau  mondc,  with  great  applica- 
tion ;  but  read  Homer  and  Horace,    only   when   you 
!  nothing  clfc  to  do.  belle  Madame 

de  C  in  I  know  you  frequent?   I  like  the  epithet 

given  her  very  well  •,     if  me  deferves  it,    me  deft 
your  attention  too.  of  fafiiion  fhould   be 

to  a  fine  woman,  though  he  does  not  make  love  to 

)n  lui  doit  des  poli- 
- 

,    it  flattc: 

hing  by  it.     ThdtgentiL 
uhl  be  n  .v.decd  every  thing  elfe 

thuceur 

politcffi* 
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politeffe.  Les  graces  muft  be  of  the  party,  or  it  will 
never  do  -,  and  they  are  fo  eafily  had,  that  it  is  aftonifh- 
ing  to  me  that  every  body  has  them  not;  they  are  fooner 
gained  than  any  woman  of  common  reputation  and 
decency.  Purfue  them  but  with  care  and  attention, 
and  you  are  fure  to  enjoy  them  at  laft  :  without  them, 
I  am  fure,  you  will  never  enjoy  any  body  elfe.  You 
obferve,  truly,  that  Mr.  *  *  *  *  is  gatifbe;  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  will  mend  with  keeping  company  •,  and  is 
yet  pardonable  in  him,  as  juft  come  from  fchool.  But 
reflect  what  you  would  think  of  a  man,  who  had  been 
any  time  in  the  world,  and  yet  fhould  be  fo  awkward. 
For  God's  fake  therefore,  now,  think  of  nothing  but 
fhining,  and  even  diftinguiming  yourfelf  in  the  moft 
polite  courts,  by  your  air,  your  addrefs,  your  manners, 
your  politenefs,  your  douceur^  your  graces.  With 
thofe  advantages  (and  not  without  them)  take  my 
word  for  it,  you  will  get  the  better  of  all  rivals,  in  bud- 
nefs  as  well  as  in  ruelles.  Adieu  !  Send  me  your 
patterns  by  the  next  poft,  and  alfo  your  inftructions  to 
Grevenkop,  about  the  foal,  which  you  feem  to  have 
forgot. 

LETTER       XXXV. 

London,  May  the  i6th,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IN  about  three  months,  from  this  day,  we  mail  pro- 
bably meet.  I  look  upon  that  moment,  as  a  young 
woman  does  upon  her  bridal  night  ;  I  expect  the 
greateft  pleafure,  and  yet  cannot  help  fearing  fome 
little  mixture  of  pain.  My  reafon  bids  me  doubt  a 
little,  of  what  my  imagination  makes  me  expect.  In 
fome  articles,  I  am  very  fure,  that  my  mod  fanguine 

nifhes 
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1  not  be  difappointed  ;  and  thofc  are  the  mod 
material  ones.     In  others,    1  fear  fomething  or  or 

i  lo  will 

ut  of  that  amiable  and  en: 
ing  .hich,  as  fume  philofophers  h 

i  of  the  foul,  is  all  in  all,  and 

all  in  fhould  (lied    its  influence  over 

every   word  and  action.     I  fear  the  want   of  that  air, 
and  firil:  A  hich  fuddenly  lays  hold  of  the  ru 

one  dues  not  kno  .'iow   nor  why.     I  fear  an 

inaccuracy,   or,  at  gancy  of  diction,    which 

the  bed    and  juftelt   matter. 

I  ft  ar  an  -fill,  if  not   an  unplcafant 

ifgrace  and   vilit  iole. 

Should  thcfe  ;t  found  c  objects 

of  them  arc  (thank  God)    of  fuch  a  • 
may,   if  you  pleafe,  between  this  meeting,  rc- 

;i.      All   thcfc    engaging 
plifhjnentl    are  mechanical,  and  to  be 
acqu  turning, 

•1  trade.      A  common  counti 
in  old  co 
:u;  gait,  his  (L 
i  motions  ; 
the   i  the 

his  right  and   i 

man.      i  -  jufl 

the  i 

• 

: ;    tv>   1;  .    or  clle  fiom  tlv 

miflied   for  ;ig  fo.     If    then  both  or 

,)W,    in  r; 

,  as  that  he  is  not  to  be 
h   ilronger   (houl  :lu(c 

'i,  to   acquire,    in  the  utmoil 
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fedion,  the  whole  exercife  of  the  people  of  fafhion, 
with  whom  you  are  to  live  all  your  life  ?  Ambition 
mould  make  you  refolve  to  be,  at  leaft,  their  equal  in 
that  exercife,  as  well  as  the  fear  of  punimment ;  which, 
moft  inevitably,  will  atend  the  want  of  it.  By  that  ex- 
ercife, I  mean  the  air,  the  manners,  the  graces,  and 
the  ftyle  of  people  of  famion.  A  friend  of  yours,  in 
a  letter  I  received  from  him  by  the  laft  poft,  after  fome 
other  commendations  of  you,  fays,  -f-  //  eft  'etonnant* 
que  f  enfant  avec  tant  de  folidite  qifil  fait,  et  diant  le  gout 
auffifur^  et  auffi  delicat  qtfil  I9 a,  il  s'exprime  avec  ft  peu 
dy  elegance  et  de  deli  cat  ejfe.  II  neglige  meme  totalement  le 
choix  des  mots,  et  la  tournure  des  phrafes.  This  I  mould 
not  be  fo  much  furprized  or  concerned  at,  if  it  related 
only  to  the  Englifh  language  ;  which,  hitherto,  you  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  iludying,  and  but  few  of  fpeaking, 
at  leaft,  to  thofe  who  could  correct  your  inaccuracies. 
But  if  you  do  not  exprefs  yourfelf  elegantly  and  deli- 
cately in  French  and  German,  (both  which  languages 
I  know  you  pofTefs  perfectly,  and  fpeak  eternally)  it 
can  be  only  from  an  unpardonable  inattention,  to  what 
you  moft  erroneoufly  think  a  little  object,  though,  irl 
truth,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  important  of  your  life. 
Solidity  and  delicacy  of  thought  muft  be  given  us,  it 
cannot  be  acquired,  though  it  may  be  improved  ;  but 
elegancy  and  delicacy  of  exprefTion  may  be  acquired  by 
whoever  will  take  the  necefTary  care  and  pains.  I  am 
fure  you  love  me  fo  well,  that  you  would  be  very  forry, 
when  we  meet,  that  I  mould  be  either  difappointed  or 
mortified  ;  and  I  love  you  fo  well,  that,  I  allure  you, 
I  mould  be  both,  if  I  fliould  find  you  want  any  of  thofe 
exterior  aecomplimments  which  are  the  indifpenfably 

neceiTary 

*  It  is  furprifing,  that,  thinking  with  fo  much  folidity  as  he 
does,  and  having  fo  true  and  refined  a  tafte,  he  fhould  exprefs 
himfelf  with  fo  little  elegancy  and  delicacy.  He  even  totally 
neglects  the  choice  of  \vords  and  turn  of  phrafes. 
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neceflary  fteps  to  that  figure,  and  fortune,  which  I  fo 

..ke  in  the  world. 

I  hope  you  do  not  neglect  your  exercifes  of  riding, 
fencing,  and  dancing,  but  particularly  the  latter ;  for 
they  all  concur  to  tlegourdir^  and  to  give  a  certain  air. 
To  ride  well,  is  not  only  a  proper  and  graceful  accom- 
plimment  for  a  gentleman,  but  may  alfo  fave  you  ma- 
ny a  fall  hereafter ;  to  fence  well,  may  poflibly  fave 
your  life  ;  and  to  dance  well  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  in 
order  to  fit,  ftand,  and  walk  well.  To  tell  \ou  the 
truth,  my  friend,  I  have  fome  little  fufpicion,  that  you 
now  and  then  neglect  or  omit  your  exercifcs,  for  more 
ferious  ftudies.  But  now  non  eft  bis  locus,  every  thing 
has  its  time  •,  and  this  is  yours  for  your  cxercifes ;  for 
when  you  return  to  Paris,  I  only  propofe  your  conti- 
nuing your  dancing;  which  you  mall  two  years  longer, 
ju  happen  to  be  where  there  is  a  good  dancing- 
mafter.  Here,  I  will  fee  ;c  fome  Icflbns  with 

your  old  matter  Defnoyers,  who  is  our  Marcel. 

What  fays  Madame  du  Pin  to  you  ?  I  am  told  me 
is  very  handfome  dill ;  I  know  fhc  was  fo  fonu-  few 
years  ago.  She  has  good  parts,  reading,  manners, 
and  delicac>  •,  fu  '  would  be  both  cre- 

ditable and  advantageous   to  you.     She  will  expert  to 
meet  with  all  the  good-breeding  and  del:  i  me 

brings  :  and  as  me  is  pad  the  glare  and  eclat  of  youth, 
may  be  the  more  willing  to  liften  to  your  : 
tell  it  well.     For  an  attachment,  I  mould  prefer  h 
la  petite  Blot  \  and,  for  a  mere  gallantry,  I  (houl.: 
fer  U  petite  Blot  to  her  ;  fo  that  they  are  confiiVei. 
I* line   n\  lieu  '    Remember   /* 

'//;•  ct  Ics  £/-. 


L  E  T- 


I 
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LETTER       XXXVI. 

London,  May  the  23d,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  25th, 
N.  S.  and  being  rather  fomething  more  attentive  to 
my  commiffions,  than  you  are  to  yours,  return  you 
this  immediate  anfwer  to  the  queftion  you  afk  me  about 
the  two  pictures :  I  will  not  give  one  livre  more  than 
what  I  told  you  in  my  laft  j  having  no  fort  of  occafion 
for  them,  and  not  knowing  very  well  where  to  put 
them,  if  I  had  them. 

I  wait  with  impatience  for  your  final  orders  about 
the  mohairs  ;  the  mercer  perfecuting  me  every  day, 
for  three  pieces  which  I  thought  pretty,  and  which  I 
have  kept  by  me  eventually,  to  fecure  them,  in  cafe 
your  ladies  mould  pitch  upon  them. 

What  do  }  ou  mean  by  your  j-  Si  j'ofois  ?  qu'eft  ce 
qui  vous  empeche  d'ofer  ?  On  ofe  toujours  quand  il  y 

a  efperance 

*  If  I  durft !  What  fliould  hinder  you  from  daring  ?  One  al- 
ways dares  if  there  are  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  and  if  even  there  are 
none,  one  is  no  lofer  by  daring.  A  man  of  fafliion  knows  how, 
and  when,  to  dare.  He  begins  his  approaches  by  diftant  attacks, 
by  affiduities,  and  by  attentions.  If  he  is  not  immediately  and 
totally  repulfed,  he  continues  to  advance.  After  certain  fteps, 
fuccefs  is  infallible  ;  and  none  but  very  filly  fellows  can  then 
either  doubt,  or  not  attempt  it.  Is  it  the  refpe&able  character  of 
Madame  de  la  Valliere,  which  prevents  your  daring  ;  or  are  you 
intimidated  at  the  fierce  virtue  of  Madame  du  Pin  ?  Does  the  in- 
vincible modcfty  of  the  handfome  Madame  Cafe  difcourage,  more 
than  her  beauty  invites  you  ?  Fie,  for  fhame  !  Be  convinced  that 
the  moft  virtuous  woman,  far  from  being  offended  at  a  declarati- 
on of  love,  is  flattered  by  it,  if  it  is  made  in  a  polite  and  agree- 
able manner.  It  is  poffible  that  ilie  may  not  be  propitious  to  your 
vows  j  that  is  to  fay,  if  fhe  has  a  liking  or  a  pafiion  for  another 

per  for,. 
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a  efj  ,  ct  on  ne  perd  ricn  a  ofcr,  q 

te  homme  fcnit   ofer, 
et  quand  il  faut  ofcr,  il  ouvn 

vaux  ins,  etdcs  attentions-,   s'il  n'en  eft  pa^ 

logc  d'abord  il  avance  toujours  a  1'attaque  de  la  : 

ic.     Apres  de  certaii.eb  approches  le  fuca 
failliblc.  a  que  1-  Is  qui  en  doutcnr,  ou 

:.     Seroit-ce  le  c  refpecfta- 

ble   de  Madame  de  qui    vous    emp 

d'ofer,  ou  fcroit-cc  la  vertu  farouche  de  Madame  du 
Pin  qui  vous  retient  ?  La  fagefle  invincible  de  la  belle 
Madame  Cafe  vous  decourage,  't-elle  plus  que  fa 
beaute  ne  vous  invite  ?  Mais  fi  done.  So'iez  convain- 

cu 


pcrfon.     Uut,  at  all  events,  il 

for  it ;   fo  that,  as  ihcre  is  no  danger,  this  cannot  even  he  called 

daring.     But  i: 

re  all 
lie  will  laugh  ;.'  u    to  bcgi; 

in  beauty  c 
ayoungftcr  as  \ 

fenfc,    and  delicacy  not  fo    c\ 

r  of  her  lovers  cnnnot  l>. 
ilie  will  not  rcfiif"  the  u 

:hat  you  « 
•nt. 

:e  place  is  not    already  taker 
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cu  que  la  femme  la  plus  fage  fe  trouve  flattee,  bien  loin 
d'etre  offenfee  par  une  declaration  d'amour,  faite  avec 
politefle,  et  agrement.  11  fe  pent  bien  qu'elle  ne  s'y 
pretera  point,  c'eft  a  dire  fi  elle  a  un  gout  ou  une  paf- 
fion  pour  quelque  autre  j  mais  en  tout  cas  elle  ne  vous 
en  ff aura  pas  mauvais  gre  j  de  facon  qu'il  n'eft  pas 
queftion  d'ofer  des  qu'il  n'y  a  pas  de  danger.  Mais  fi 
elle  s'y  prete,  fi  elle  ecoute,  et  qu'elle  vous  permet  de 
redoubler  votre  declaration,  comptez  qu'elle  fe  moque- 
ra  bien  de  vous  fi  vous  n'ofez  pas  tout  le  refte.  Je 
vous  confeille  de  debuter  plutot  par  Madame  du  Pin, 
qui  a  encore  de  la  beaute  plus  qu'il  n'en  faut  pour  un 
jeune  drole  comme  vous ;  elle  a  aufli  du  monde,  de 
le'efprit,  de  la  delicatefle  •,  fon  age  ne  lui  laifle  pas  ab- 
folument  le  choix  de  fes  amans,  et  je  vous  reponds 
qu'elle  ne  rejetteroit  pas  les  offres  de  vos  tres  humbles 
fervices.  Diftinguez  la  done  par  vos  attentions,  et  des 
regards  tendres ;  et  prenez  les  occafions  favorables  de 
lui  dire  a  1'oreille  que  vous  voudriez  bien  que  Pamitie 
et  Peftime  fuflent  les  feuls  motifs  de  vos  egards  pour 
elle,  mais  que  des  fentimens  bien  plus  tendres  en  font 
les  veritables  fources.  Que  vous  fouffriez  bien  en  les 
lui  declarant,  mais  que  vous  fouffriez  encore  plus  en 
les  lui  cachant. 

Je  fens  bien  qu'en  lui  difant  eel  a  pour  la  premiere 
fois  vous  aurez  Pair  affez  fot,  et  aflez  penaud,  et  que 
vous  le  direz  fort  maL  Tant  mieux,  elle  attribuera 
votre  defordre  a  1'exces  de  votre  amour,  au  lieu  de  Pat- 
tribuer  a  la  veritable  caufe,  votre  peu  d'ufage  du 
monde,  furtout  dans  ces  matieres.  En  pareil  cas 
1'amour  propre  eft  le  fidele  ami  de  1'amaht.  Ne 
craignez  done  rien,  foiez  galant  honime ;  parlez 
bien,  et  on  vous  ecoutera.  Si  on  ne  vous  ecoine  pas 
la  premiere,  parlez  une  feconde,  -ure  troifiem'e,  une 
quatrieme  fois  ^  fi  la  place  n'eft  pas  dcja  prife,  foiez  fur 
qu'a  la  longue  elle  eft  prenable. 

I  am 
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I  am  very  glad   you  arc  going   to  Orl.  om 

thence  to  St.  Cloud;  go  to  both,  and  to  Verfaillcs  al- 
fo,  often.     It  is  that  interior,  domeftic  far 
people  of  fafhion,  that  alone,  can  gi 
mondf9  et  ks  aifecs.     It  is  only  with. 

one    loves,    or  men    one  refpecls,  that   the   defirc  of 
pleafing  exerts  itfelf ;  and  without  the  defire  of  plea 
no  man  living  can  pleafe.     Let  that  defire  be  the  fpring 
of  all  your  words  and  actions.      That  happy  talem, 
art  of  pleafing,    which   fo   few  do,  though   almoft  all 
jffcfs,  is   worth  all   your  learning  and  know- 
ledge put  together.     The  latter  can  never   raife  you 
high,  without  the  former ;  but  the  former  may  £ 
you,  as  it  has  carried  thoufands,  a  great  way,  without 
the  latter. 

I  am  glad  that  you  dance  fo  well,  as  to  be  reckoned 

A  among  his  beft  fcholars  ;  go  on,  a; 
r   ftill.      Dancing  well   is   pleafing  pro  Innto^  and 
makes  a  part  of  that  neceflary  tvboli\  which  is  compo- 
>f  a  thoufand  parts,  many  of  them  of  Us  it 
j  quoi  qiC  :>'fS. 

I   fhall  never  have  done  upon  this   fubj.  i  is 

indifpenfably  neccflary  towards  yoi  ;juri: 

or  fortune  in  the  world  ;  both  which    I   ha\ 
heart  upon,  and  for   both   wl  i  now   abfol 

want  no  one  thing  but  the  art  of  plcafing  ;    and  I  muil 
not  conceal  from  you,  that  you  have  ftill    a  good 
to  go,  before  you  arrive  at  it.     You  ftill  want  a  thou- 
hofc  little   attentions   that  imply    a   t It-lire   of 
pleafing  :  you  want  a  douceur  of  air  and  cxprefllon  that 
engages:  you  want  an  elegancy  and  delicacy  of  ex 
lion,  necefiary  to  adorn   the  beft  :;d   molt  folid 

matter  :  in  fhort,  you   ftill   want   a  great  deal  of  the 
mt  and  the  poli.     Get  them  at  any  rate  •,  facrifice 
hecatombs  of  books  to  them  :  feck  for  them  in  com- 
pany, and  renounce  your  clofet  till  you  have  got  them. 

I  never 
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I  never  received  the  letter  you  refer  to,  if  ever  you 
wrote  it.     Adieu,  et  bon  foir  Monfeignieur . 

LETTER       XXXVII. 

Greenwich,  June  the  6th,  O.  S.   1751. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

SOLICITOUS  and  anxious  as  I  have  ever  been 
to  form  your  heart,  your  mind,  and  your  man- 
ners j  and  to  bring  you  as  near  perfection  as  the  imper- 
fection of  our  natures  will  allow  ;  I  have  exhaufted,  in 
the  courfe  of  our  correfpondence,  all  that  my  own 
mind  could  fuggeft,  and  have  borrowed  from  others 
whatever  I  thought  could  be  ufeful  to  you  ;  but  this 
has  neceflarily  been  interruptedly  and  by  fnatches.  It 
is  now  time,  and  you  are  of  an  age  to  review  and  to 
weigh  in  your  own  mind  all  that  you  have  heared, 
and  all  that  you  have  read,  upon  thefe  fubjects  ^ 
and  to  form  your  own  character,  your  conduct 
and  your  manners,  for  the  reft  of  your  life;  allow- 
ing for  fuch  improvements  as  a  farther  knowledge 
of  the  world  will  naturally  give  you.  In  this  view,  I 
would  recommend  to  you  to  read,  with  the  greateft  at- 
tention, fuch  books  as  treat  particularly  of  thofe  fub- 
jects ;  reflecting  ferioufly  upon  them,  and  then  com- 
paring the  fpeculation  with  the  practice.  For  example, 
if  you  read  in  the  morning  fome  of  la  Rochefoucault's 
maxims  ;  confider  them,  examine  them  well,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  real  characters  you  meet  with  in  the 
evening.  Read  la  Bruyere  in  the  morning,  and  fee  in- 
the  evening  whether  his  pictures  are  like.  Study  the 
heart  and  the  mind  of  man,  and  begin  with  your  own. 
Meditation  and  reflection  muft  lay  the  foundation  of 
that  knowledge ;  but  experience  and  practice  muft, 
and  alone  can,  complete  it.  Books,  it  is  true,  point 
out  the  operations  of  the  mind,  the  fentiments  of  the 

heart, 
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:,  the  influence  of  the  paflions  j  and  fo  far  they  are 
of  previous  ufe  :   but    withou  ,  ex- 

perk  .1  obfervation,  t!: 

would  even  lead  you   into  as  many  error- 
map  would  do,  if  you  were  to  take  your  notions  of  the 
towns  and  provinces   from   their  delineations  in  it. 
man  would  reap  very  little  be  his  travels,  if  he- 

made  them  only  in  his  clofet  upon  a  map  of  the  whole 
world.  Next  to  the  two  books  that  1  have  already 
mentioned,  I  do  not  know  a  better  for  \ou  to  read, 
and  ierioufly  reflect  upon  tlu  e  a  un  fls 

•par  .  She  was  a  of  a 

ng    and   knowledge  of  the  world, 
had  the  beft  company,  was  folicitous  that 

her  ion  mould  make  a  figure  and  a  fortune  in  the  world, 
and  knew  better  than  ly  how  to  point  out  the 

It  is  very  fliort,  and  will  take   you  much 
time  to  read,   than  you  ought   to  emplo\  in  ; 
upon  it,  after  you  have   read   it.      1  kr   ton  was  in  the 
army,  me  wifhed   he   might  rife   there  •,  but  me 
knew,   that,   in  order  to  rife,  he    mull  firlt  pleafe  :   me 

:o  him,  therefore,  *  a  legard  dc  ccux  dont  vom  de- 
pend, . 

BJ  nfveus 

foutencz  quc  /  ,  /•«  font  com>/ 

mail*  quc  vous  leur  aicz  rcndti  Us  cff- 

fent  de  v  : 

I  can  aflurc  you,    is   at  lead   as  true  in  coi: 
camps,  and   poln'bly   more  fo.      If  to    your   merit 
knowledge  \  I  he  art  of  pleafmg,  you  may  very 

probably 


regard  to  thofc  upc: 

'    niuft  be 

:hcy  ceafc  to  love  when  you  ccafc 
agreeable. 
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probably  come  in  time  to  be  Secretary  of  ftate  ;  but, 
take  my  word  for  it,  twice  your  merit  and  knowledge, 
without  the  art  of  pleating,  would,  at  moft,  raife  you 
to  the  important  poft  of  Refident  at  Hamburgh  or  Ra- 
tifbon.  I  need  not  tell  you  now,  for  I  often  have,  and 
your  own  difcernment  mutt  have  told  you,  of  what 
numberlefs  little  ingredients  that  art  of  pleating  is  com- 
pounded, and  how  the  want  of  the  leail  of  them  low- 
ers the  whole;  but  the  principal  ingredient  is  undoubt- 
edly, la  douceur  dans  les  manures  :  nothing  will  give 
you  this  more  than  keeping  company  with  your  fuperi- 
ors.  Madame  Lambert  tells  her  fon,  *  que  vos  iiai- 
fons  foicnt  avec  des  perfonnes  au  dejjus  de  vous^  par  la 
I'ous  vous  ace  out  urn  ez  au  refpeff  et  a  la  politejje  -,  avec  fes 
egaux  on  fe  neglige^  I'efprit  Saffoupit.  She  advifes  him. 
too  to  frequent  thofe  people,  and  to  fee  their  in- 
fide  i  J  il  eft  bon  d'approcher  les  bommes,  de  les  voir  a 
decouvert ;  et  avec  leur  merit e  de  tons  les  jours.  A  hap- 
py expreffion  !  It  was  for  this  reafon  that  I  have  fo  of- 
ten advifed  you  to  eftablifh  and  domefticate  yourfelf, 
wherever  you  can,  in  good  houfes  of  people  above 
you,  that  you  may  fee  their  every-day  character,  man- 
ners, habits,  &c.  One  muft  fee  people  undrefled,  to 
judge  truly  of  their  fhape  ;  when  they  are  drefTed  to  go 
abroad,  their  clothes  are  contrived  to  conceal,  or  at 
leaft  palliate,  the  defects  of  it:  as  full-bottomed  wigs 
were  contrived  for  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  to  conceal 
his  hump  back.  Happy  thofe  who  have  no  faults  to 
difguife  nor  weakneiTes  to  conceal  !  there  are  few,  if 
VOL.  II.  M  any 


*  Let  your  connections  be  with  people  above  you  ;  by  that 
means  you  will  acquire  a  habit  of  relpeft  and  politeneis.  With 
one's  equals  one  is  apt  to  become  negligent,  and  the  mind  grows 
torpid. 

t  In  order  to  judge  of  men,  one  muft  be  intimately  connected  ; 
thus  you  lee  them  without  a  veil,  and  with  their  mere  every-day 
merit. 
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any  fuch  :  but  U:.  :;ofe,  who  know  little  cnoagh 

of  the  world  to  judge  by  outward  appearances.  Courts 
are  the  bed  keys  to  characters :  there  every  paflion  is 
bufy,  every  art  exerted,  every  character  analyfed  :  jea- 
loufy,  ever  watchful,  not  only  difcovers,  but  expofes, 
the  myfteries  of  the  trade,  fo  that  even  by-ftandt 
apprcntnt  a  drainer .  There  too  the  great  art  of  pleafing 

.iclifed,  taught,  and  learned  with  all  its  graces  and 
delicacies.  It  is  the  firft  thing  needful  there  :  it  is  the 
abfolutely  neceflary  harbinger  of  merit  and  talents,  let 
them  be  ever  fo  great.  There  is  no  advancing  a  ftep 
without  it.  Let  mifanthropes  and  would-be  philofo- 
phers  declame  as  much  as  they  pleafe  againft  the  vices, 
the  fimulation,  and  diflimulation  of  courts ;  thofe  in- 
vectives are  always  the  refult  of  ignorance,  ill-humour, 
or  envy.  Let  them  mow  me  a  cottage,  where  there 
are  not  the  fame  vices  of  which  they  accufe  courts  ; 
\vith  this  difference  only,  that  in  a  cottage  they  appear 
an  their  native  deformity,  and  that  in  courts,  manners 
and  good  breeding  make  them  lefs  mocking,  and  blunt 
their  edge.  No,  be  convinced  that  the  good-br 
5ng,  the  tournure,  la  douceur  dans  les  ?na>  .  -hich 
alone  are  to  be  acquired  at  courts,  arc  not  the  mowifh 
trifles  only  which  fome  people  call  or  think  them  : 
are  .1  folid  good  ;  -vent  a  great  deal  of  real  mif- 

chiei  :;  1  flrengthcn  fricmlfh 

within  bounds,  they  promote  good- 
;  good-will    in  families,  \\herc  the  want  of 

!- breeding  and  gcntlcncfs  of  manners  is  comm 

Get  then,   be! 
too  1  habit  of  thefe  mitiorcs  virtule^  :    pradifc 

v  the  Icaft  or. 

familiar  to  you   upon  the   greatefl: ;  for   they 
lofc  a  if  they  fecm  labo.. 

.led   in    upon    extraordinary  occafions.      I 
tell  \ou  truly,  this    is   now  the  only   doubtful  part  of 

your 
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your  character  with  me  ;  and  it  is  for  that  reafon  that 
I  dwell  upon  it  fo  much,  and  inculcate  it  fo  often.  I 
fhall  foon  fee  whether  this  doubt  of  mine  is  founded  i 
or  rather,  I  hope  I  (hall  foon  fee  that  it  is  not. 

This  moment  I  receive  your  letter  of  the  9*h,  N.  S. 
1  am  forry  to  find  that  you  have  had,  though  ever  fo 
flight,  a  return  of  your  Carniolan  diforder  ;  and  I  hope 
your  conclufion  will  prove  a  true  one,  and  that  this  will 
be  the  laft.  I  will  fend  the  mohairs  by  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity. As  for  the  pictures,  I  am  already  fo  full,  that 
I  am  refolved  not  to  buy  one  more,  unlefs  by  .great 
accident  I  mould  meet  with  fomething  furprifingly 
good,  and  as  furprifingly  cheap. 

I  mould  have  thought  that  Lord  *  *  *  at  his  age, 
and  with  his  parts  and  addrefs,  need  not  have  been  re- 
duced to  keep  an  opera  wh — e,  in  fuch  a  place  as  Pa- 
ris, where  fo  many  women  of  fafhion  gcneroufly  ferve 
as  volunteers.  I  am  flill  more  forrry  that  he  is  in 
Jove  with  her  ;  for  that  will  take  him  out  of  good  com- 
pany, and  fink  him  into  bad  -y  fuch  as  fidkrs,,  pipers, 
and  id  genus  omne  j  moft  unedifying  and  unbecoming 
company  for  a  man  of  fafhion  ! 

Lady  Chefterfield  makes  you  a  thoufand  compli- 
ments. Adieu,  my  dear  child. 


Mi  LET- 
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iv  III. 

Greenwich,  June  the  j( 

YOUR  ladies  were  fo  flow  i:  their  fpi 

orders,  that   the   mohairs,  of  which   you  at  laft 
fent  me  the  patterns,  were  all  fold.     However,  to  pre- 
vent farther  delays  (for  1  .  to  be  very  ii 
ticrr.               it  latt  th 

taken  the  quantities  defired,  of  three  mohairs  which 
come  nearer!  to  the  dcfcription  you  fent  me  fome  time 
ago,  in  Madame  MonconlciPs  own  hand  -,  and  I  will 
fend  them  to  Calais  by  the  firft  opportunity.  In  giv- 
ing I  Blot  her  piece,  you  have  a  fine  occafion  of 
•ig  fine  things,  if  fo  inclined. 

Lady   1  who    is   your  puff  and  panegyrifti 

writes  me  word,   that  Hie  (aw  you  Lite!  .it  a  ball, 

and  that  .171  extrei 

glad  to  hear  it ;  for  (by  the   maxim   that   omnc  inajus 
contintt  in  fe  minus)  if  you  danct-  mmc 

you  walk,   fit,   and   Hand    gcnteely   too;   t  -  hich 

are  much  more  cafy,  though  much  more  t  than 

dancing  well.      I  have  known  many  very  genteel   peo- 
ple, who  could  not  dance  well  •>  but  1   never  knew 

well,  who  was  not  genteel  in  other 
things.  You  will  probabl)  often  have  occafion  to  ftand 
in  circles,  at  the  I  and  miniflcrs,  when 

>  fa  pcrfcnnc^  et  Jctrcbien 

plat::  vour  feet  not  too  near  nor  too  diftant  from 

each  other.      More   people  ft  and    and   walk,   than   fit 

gent  ,   ill-bred   people,   being  afh.imcd, 

conv  it  up  bolt   upright,  and  ftiff;  others,  too 

;gent  and  eafy  fe  >rs  Itur  fa 

graceful  and  ill- bred,  unlcfs  where  the  familiarity 


TO     HIS     SON.  165 

is  extreme ;  but  a  man  of  fafhion  makes  himfelf 
eafy,  and  appears  fo,  by  leaning  gracefully,  inftead 
of  lolling  fupinely  -,  and  by  varying  thofe  eafy  atti- 
tudes, inftead  of  that  ftifF  immobility  of  a  bamful 
booby.  You  cannot  conceive,  nor  can  I  ex- 
prefs,  how  advantageous  a  good  air,  genteel  motions, 
and  engaging  addrefs  are,  not  only  among  women,  but 
among  men,  and  even  in  the  courfe  of  bufmefs  ;  they 
fafcinate  the  affections,  they  fteal  a  preference,  they 
play  about  the  heart  till  they  engage  it.  I  know  a 
man,  and  fo  do  you,  who,  without  a  grain  of  merit, 
knowledge,  or  talents,  has  raifed  himfelf  millions 
of  degrees  above  his  level,  fingly  by  a  good  air,  and  en- 
gaging manners  ;  infomuch,  that  the  very  prince  who 
raifed  him  fo  high,  calls  him,  men  airnable  vaut-rien  :  * 
but  of  this  do  not  open  your  lips,  pour  caufe.  I  give 
you  this  fecret,  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  imaginable,  of 
the  efficacy  of  air,  addrefs,  tournure  et  tons  ces  pttits  riens. 
Your  other  puff  and  panegyrift,  Mr.  Harte,  is  gone 
to  Windfor,  in  his  way  to  Cornwall,  in  order  to  be 
back  foon  enough  to  meet  you  here  ;  I  really  believe 
he  is  as  impatient  for  that  moment  as  1  am,  et  £eji  ^ut 
dire :  but,  however,  notwithstanding  my  impatience, 
if,  by  chance,  you  mould  then  be  in  a  fituation,  that 
leaving  Paris  would  colt  your  heart  too  many  pangs,  I 
allow  you  to  put  off  your  journey,  and  to  tell  me,  as 
Feftus  did  Paul,  at  a  more  convenient  feafon  I  willfpeak 
to  thee.  You  fee  by  this,  that  I  eventually  facrifice  my 
fentiments  to  yours,  and  this  in  a  very  uncommon  object 
of  paternal  complaifance.  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  underftood  (as  they  fay  in  Acts  of  Parliament) 
that,  qua;  te  cumque  domat  Venus,  non  erubefcendis  adurit 
ignibus.  If  your  heart  will  let  you  come,  bring  with 
you  only  your  valet  de  chambre,  Chriftian,  and  your 
own  footman;  not  your  valet  de  place,  whom  you  may 

difmifs 
*  The  Marechal  De  Richelieu. 
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difmifs  for  the  time,  as  alfo  your  coach-,  '  had 

bcfl  keep  on  -gmgS  the  inter  expcncc 

of  which  will  be  but  inconfiderable,  and  you 
them  .;r  books  and  baggag-.  ing  only 

the  cloth  1   in,    one  fuit  of  black,  for   the 

mourning  for  the  prince   will  not  be  quite  our 
time,  and  one  fuit  of  your  fine  clothes,  two  or  three  of 
your  laced  fhirts,    and   the   reft   plain   ones  ;  of  other 
things,  as  bags,   feathers,    fcr  ru    think   proper. 

,7  no   books,    unlcfs  two  or  three  for  your  air. 
rnent  upon  the  road  ;     for  we  i:  ply    ring! 

ifh,   in  which  you  arc  certainly   no  purifl<\  and   I 

will  fupply  you  fuffi.  with  the   proper   Englifh 

authors.     1  fhall,    probably,    keep  you  here  till  about 

the  middle  of  Odo;  v  not  longer;    it 

i;  abfolutely    nee  T  you    to    pafs   the   next 

is  •,    fo  that  Ihould  any  fine  eyes  fried 
vour  departi;  dry  the:  promile 

of  sour  return  in  two  months. 

1  i;i\  c  you  got  a  m.iftcr  for  Geometry  ?   If  the  weather 
;ot,  you  may   leave  your   riding  at  the  manege 
till  you  return  to  Paris,    unl<  'hinkth 

does  you  more  good   than  tl-  .rm  ; 

but  I  defire  you  will  not  leave  off  M  one  mo- 

ment :   your  fencing  like\\ik-,  if  \<v,i  :  .  may 

fubfide  for  the  fummcr  ;  fume 

it  in  the  win-  .it  ir,  but  by  no  \r. 

for  offence,  only    for    (i  of   nea 

1  night.     Yours. 

F.  S.    1  forgot  tn  ou   one  commirtion,   when 

you  come   here,   which    is,    not  to    fail    bringing  the 
graces  along  with  you. 


LETTER 
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Greenwich,  June  the  I3th,  O.  S.   1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

T  ES  bienfeances  *  are  a  moft  neceflary  part  of  the 
*  '  knowledge  of  the  world.  They  conflft  in  the 
rehtions  of  perfons,  things,  time,  and  place ;  good 
fenfe  points  them  out,  good  company  perfects  them, 
(fuppofmg  always  an  attention  and  a  defire  to  pleafe) 
and  good  policy  recommends  them. 

Were  you  to  converfe  with  a  King,  you  ought  to  be 
as  eafy,   and  unembarrafled  as  with  your  own  valet  de 
chambre  :    but  yet  every  look,  word,  and  a&ion,  fhould 
imply  the  utmoft  refpect.     What  would  be  proper  and 
well-bred  with  others,  much  your  fuperiors,  would  be 
abfurd   and  ill-bred  with  one  fo  very  much  fo.     You 
muft  wait  till  you  are  fpoken  to  j  you  nvuft  receive,  not 
give,  the  fubject  of  converfation  ;    and  you  muft  even 
take  care  that  the  given  fubject  of  fuch  converfation  do 
not  lead  you  into  any  impropriety.     The  art  would  be 
to  carry  it,  if  poflible,   to  fome  indirect  flattery  :  fuch 
as  commending  thofe  virtues  in  fome  other  perfon,  in 
which  that  Prince  either  thinks  he  does,  or  at  leaft 
would   be  thought   by  others  to  excel.     Almoft  the 
fame    precautions,    are    neceflary    to   be    ufed    with 
Minifters,  Generals,  &V.  who  expect  to  be  treated  with 
very  near  the  fame  refpect  as  thefr  matters,  and  corn- 
monly  deferve  it  better.     There  is,  however,  this  dif- 
ference, that  one  may  begin  the  converfation  with  them, 
if  on  their  fide  it  fhould  happen  to  drop,  provided  ons 

docs 

*  This    Tingle  word     implies  decorum,     good    breeding, 
propriety. 
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docs  not  carry  it  to  r  ;ich  it   i 

proper  either   for  them  to  fpeak  <  <>kcn  to. 

>ns  would  be 

cxtr\  :>furd,    becaufe  to-  and  confcqu. 

difrefpeftful. 

arms  acrofs  r  ,>lbm,   tuirl   \oiir  fnufr-bc 

pic  with  your  feet,  fcratch  your  head,  fc?r.   it  won! 
Shocking]  i  that  co  ,  not 

extn  thcr.      J  he  i.:rc:i:  difficulty 

in  thofe  cafes,  though  a  \ 
tcntion  and  cuftom,    is  to  join  per 

In  mixed  com;^ 

Companies    all  people  are  to  a  certain    degree   equal) 
greater  cafe  and    hlx>  allowed;    but    they  too 

have  their  b<  thin  I 

ct  necel: 

cove;  ..ith  mod 

*  de  nejf- 

• 

degree  of  latitude,  though  In 

one.      "i  take 

fnuff,  fit,  occafior. 

. 

lie  t!  r  in 

oms 

'\  one  can  01  they  are 

ious  to  i 

• 

•lich  is  cxeecdinr 

that  one 

it  only  means  that  one  is  not  to   be  ftifT,  fim- 

afled, 

cntion  a  rope  in  the  family  of  -  has  been 

•:J. 
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barrafled,  difconcerted  and  afhamed,  like  country 
bumpkins,  and  people  who  have  never  been  in  good 
company  •,  but  it  requires  great  attention  to,  and  a 
fcrupulous  obfervation  of,  les  bienfeances :  whatever 
one  ought  to  do,  is  to  be  done  with  eafe  and  uncon- 
cern •,  whatever  is  improper  muft  not  be  done  at  all. 
In  mixed  companies  alfo,  different  ages  and  fexes  are 
to  be  differently  addreffed.  You  would  not  talk  of 
your  pleafures  to  men  of  a  certain  age,  gravity,  and 
dignity;  they  juftly  expert,  from  young  people,  a 
degree  of  deference  and  regard.  You  fhould  be  full 
as  eafy  with  them,  as  with  people  of  your  own  years  : 
but  your  manner  muft  be  different ;  more  reipect  muft 
be  implied  ;  and  it  is  not  amifs  to  infinuate,  that  from 
them  you  expert  to  learn.  It  flatters,  and  comforts 
age  for  not  being  able  to  take  a  part  in  the  joy  and 
titter  of  youth.  To  women  you  fhould  always  ad- 
drefs  yourfelf  with  great  outward  refpecl:  and  attention, 
whatever  you  feel  inwardly  •,  their  fex  is  by  long  pre- 
fcription  intitled  to  it ;  and  it  is  among  the  duties  of 
bienfeancc :  at  the  fame  time,  that  refpecl  is  very 
properly,  and  very  agreeably,  mixed  with  a  degree  of 
cnjouement)  if  you  have  it:  but  then,  that  badinage 
muft  either  directly  or  indirectly  tend  to  their  praife, 
and  even  not  be  liable  to  a  malicious  conftruclion  to 
their  difadvantage.  But  here  too,  great  attention  muft 
be  had  to  the  difference  of  age,  rank,  and  fituation. 
A  Mar.ecbale  of  fifty  muft  not  be  played  with  like  a 
young  coquette  of  fifteen  :  refpecl  and  ferious  enjone- 
ment^  if  I  may  couple  thofe  two  words,  muft  be  ufed 
with  the  former,  and  mere  badinage^  zcftc  meme  d'm: 
peu  de  polijfemrif,  is  pardonable  with  the  latter. 

Another  important  point  of  les  bienfeances9  feldom 
enough  attended  to,  is  not  to  run  your  own  prefent 
humour  and  difpofition  indifcriminately  againft  every 
body  :  but  to  obferve,  conform  to,  and  adopt  theirs, 

For 
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For  example;    if  y<  i  high  good- 

humour,  and  a  flow  .go  and  (ing 

a  *  pout  ,   or    cut   a  caper,     to    la   >•  .c   de 

Coi^nv,  the  Pope's  Nun,  or  to  any 

pcrfon  of  natural    gravit 

that  time  fhould  be  in  grief  r  1  believe  not ;  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  fuppofe,  that  if  you  were  in  lu 
or  real  grief,  you  would  not  chufe  to  bewail  your  fitua- 
tion  with  la  petite  Blot.  If  you  cannot  command  your 
nr  humour  and  difpofition,  finglc  out  thufe  to  con- 
verfe  with,  who  happen  to  be  in  the  humour  the  ncareft 

;ur  own. 

Loud  laughter  is  extremely  inconfiflent  with  Us 
fiances,  as  it  is  only  the  illiberal  and  noify  teflimo 
the  joy  of  the  mob,  at  fbme  very  filly  thing.     A  gen- 
tleman is  often  feen,  but  very  fddom  heard  to  laugh  : 
nothing  is   more  contrary  to  les  bienfeances  than  horfc 
play,  er  jeux  dc  main  of  any  kind  whatever,   and  has 
often  very  ferious,   fometimes  vc:  .onfequc: 

Romping,  ftruggling,  throwing  things  at  one  another's 
head,  are  the  becoming  pleafantrics  of  the  mob,  but  de- 
grade a  gentleman  •,  ghioco  di  mnnoy  giuoco  di  villanc^  is 
;  v  true  faying,  among  th'-  few  true  fayings  of  the 
Italians. 

r-cmptorinefs  and  decifion  in  young  people  is  con- 
'•  aux  bienjeances :  they  fliould  :ifert, 

and  alw.i  Tome   foftening  n          ting   expreli. 

>F  lc  dirf,  jf   croirois  plu;< 
which  foften  the  manner,  without  giv- 
rakcning  the  thir  ople  of  more 

age  and  experience  expect,   and  are  intitled  to  that  dc- 
•  of  deference* 

There  is  a  bicnfcancc  alfo  with  regard  to  people  of  the 

lowcft  degree  ;  a  gentleman    obferves  it  with  his  foot- 

,  even  with  the  beggar  in  the  ftreet.     He  confulcrs 

them 
*  Ballad. 
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them  as  objects  of  compaflion,  not  of  infult  ;  he  fpeaks 
to  neither  d'un  ton  brufque^  but  corrects  the  one  coolly, 
and  refufes  the  other  with  humanity.  There  is  no  one 
occafion  in  the  world,  in  which  le  ton  brufque  is  becom- 
ing a  gentleman.  In  fhort,  les  bienfeances  are  another 
word  for  manners,  and  extend  to  every  part  of  life. 
They  are  propriety  i  the  Graces  fhould  attend  in  order 
to  complete  them :  the  Graces  enable  us  to  do,  gen- 
teelly and  pleaflngly,  what  les  bienfeances  require  to  be 
done  at  all.  The  latter  are  an  obligation  upon  every 
man;  the  former  are  infinite  advantage  and  ornament 
to  any  man.  May  you  unite  both  ! 

Though  you  dance  well,  do  not  think  that  you  dance 
well  enough,  and  confequently  not  endeavour  to  dance 
ftill  better.  And  though  you  fhould  be  told  that  you 
are  genteel,  ftill  aim  at  being  genteder.  If  Marcel 
fhould,  do  not  you  be  fatisfied.  Go  on,  court  the 
Graces  all  your  life-time;  you  will  find  no  better 
friends  at  court :  they  will  fpeak  in  your  favour,  to  the 
hearts  of  Princes,  Minifters,  and  MiftrefTes. 

Now  that  all  tumultuous  pafTions  and  quick  fenfati- 
ons  have  fubfided  with  me,  and  that  I  have  no  torment- 
ing cares  nor  boifterous  pleafures  to  agitate  me,  my 
greateft  joy  is  to  confider  the  fair  profpect  you  have 
before  you,  and  to  hope  and  believe  you  will  enjoy  it. 
You  are  already  in  the  world,  at  an  age  when  others 
have  hardly  heard  of  it.  Your  character  is  hitherto 
not  only  unblemifhed  in  its  moral  part,  but  even  un- 
fullied  by  any  low,  dirty,  and  ungentleman  like  vice ; 
and  will,  I  hope,  continue  fo. 

Your  knowledge  is  found,  extenfive,  and  avowed, 
efpecially  in  every  thing  relative  to  your  deftination. 
With  fuch  materials  to  begin  with,  what  then  is  want- 
ing ?  Not  fortune,  as  you  have  found  by  experience. 
You  have  had,  and  fhali  have,  fortune  fufficient  to  aflift 
your  merit  and  your  induftry ;  and,  if  I  can  help  it, 

you 
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never  (hall  have  enough  r  jgcnt  of 

corporc  fano,  the 

.ng  of  all.      All  therefore  that  you 
inch   in  as    to  eat 

fore  you  :    i:  that  ki 

C    of  the    world,  that   elegancy    ' 

ping 
i    company,    ami     lit.  of    places 

uft  inevitably,    with  attention  on 

.ve  you.     Your  foreign  defoliation  leads  to 

the  :  things,   and  ition 

will  'ir  progrefs -,  confider  then  this  plcaf- 

^e<ft  as  attentively  for  yourfelf,  as  I  confider  it 

.  ou.     Labour  on  your  part   to  realife  it,   as  I  will 

on  mine  to  aflift  and   enable  you  to  do  it.     Nullum 

•:  abejl^ftfitprudentia. 

Adieu!    my    dear  child.      I   count  the    da\s  till    I 
have  the  pleafure  of  i  u  :   I  fhall  loon  count  the 

hours,   and  at   laft   the   :  'h  increafing  im- 

patience. 

P.  S.  The  mohairs  are  this  day  gone  from  hence  for 
Calais  j    recommended  to  the  care  or 

directed,  as  defired,  to   the  Comptru  cral. 

The   three   pieces  come  to   fix   hundred   an 
French  livres. 


LETTER 
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Greenwich,  June  the  2Oth,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

SO  very  few  people,  efpecially  young  travellers, 
fee  what  they  fee,  or  hear  what  they  hear,  that 
though  I  really  believe  it  may  be  unneceflary  with  you, 
yet  there  can  be  no  harm  in  reminding  you,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fee  what  you  fee,  and  to  hear  what  you 
hear  ;  that  is,  to  fee  and  hear  as  you  mould  do.  Fri- 
volous futile  people,  who  make,  at  leaft,  three  parts  in 
four  of  mankind,  only  defire  to  fee  and  hear  what  their 
frivolous  and  futile  pras-curfors  have  feen  and  heared  ; 
as  St.  Peter's,  the  Pope,  and  High  Mafs,  at  Rome  ; 
Notre  Dame,  Verfailles,  the  French  King,  and  the 
French  Comedy,  in  France.  A  man  of  parts  fees 
and  hears  very  differently  from  thefe  gentlemen,  and 
a  great  deal  more.  He  examines  and  informs  himfelf 
thoroughly,  of  every  thing  he  fees  or  hears ;  and, 
more  particularly,  as  it  is  relative  to  his  own  profefTion 
or  destination.  Your  deftination  is  political  ;  the  object 
therefore  of  your  inquiries  and  obfervations  mould  be 
the  political,  interior  of  things  :  the  forms  of  govern- 
ment, laws,  regulations,  cuftoms,  trade,  manufactures, 
&c.  of  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe.  This  know- 
ledge is  much  better  acquired  by  converfation,  with 
fenfible  and  well-informed  people,  than  by  books ;  the 
beft  of  which,  upon  thefe  fubjecls,  are  always  imper- 
fect. For  example,  there  are  Prefent  States  of  France, 
as  there  are  of  England  j  but  they  are  always  defective, 
being  publifhed  by  people  uninformed,  who  only  copy 
one  another :  they  are,  however,  worth  looking  into  -, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  they  point  out  objects  for  inquiry,  which  o( 

might  poilil'  have  occurred  to  one's  mind: 

hut  an  hour's  fation  with   a  fenfible  Prefidcnt  or 

Cwfcillcr,   will  let  you  more  into  the  true  ftate  of  the 

amcnt  of  Paris,  than  all  the  books  in  France.      In 

the  fame  manner,  the  Almanack  Militairc  is  worth 

•ig  •,   but  two  or  three  converfations   with  officers 
will   inform  you  much  better  of  their  military  regula- 
People  have,   commonly,  a  p  for  their 

own   profellions,  love  to  talk  of  them,    and  are   even 
flattered  by  being  confulted  upon  the  (u!  hen, 

therefore,  you  are  with  any  of  thofc  military  gentlemen 
you  can  hardly  be  in  any  company  without  fome) 
afk  them  military  queftions.  Inquire  into  their  me- 
thods of  difcipline,  quartering,  and  clothing  their  men  ; 
inform  yourfelf  of  their  pay,  their  pcrquifites,  leun 
ctapes,  &c.  Do  the  fame,  as  to  the  ma- 
nne>  and  make  yourfelf  particularly  matter  of  thai 
detail;  which  has,  and  always  will  have,  a  great  rela- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  England  •,  and,  in  proportion  as 
you  get  good  informations,  make  minutes  of  them  in 

'•g- 

The  regulations    of  trade  and  commerce  in  France 

arc  excellent.  I   but  too  plainly  for  us,   by 

,:rcat  increafe  or  both,    within  thefe  thirty  years; 

for,    not  to  mention    the;  ve  commerce  in  both 

F,aft  and  Weft  Indies,    they  have  got  the   whole 

trade  of  the  Levant  from  us ;  and  now   fupply  all  the 

foreign  markets   with  th  s    to  the  ruin  almoft 

of  our  fugar  colonies,   as  Jamaica,    HarSadoes,  and  the 

Leeward  Iflands.     Get,    therefore,  what  informations 

.efe  matters  alfo. 

Inquire   too  into  their  church  matters  •,    for   which 

;»rcfent  difputes,  between  the  court  and  the  clcigy, 

you  fair  and  frequent  opportunities.     Know  the 

r  rights  of  the  Gallican  church,    in  opposition 

to 
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to  the  pretcnfions  of  the  fee  of  Rome.  I  need  not 
recommend  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  to  you,  fince  I  hear 
that  you  fludy  Du  Pin  very  affiduoufly. 

You  cannot  imagine  how  much  this  folid  and  ufeful 
knowledge  of  other  countries  will  diftinguifh  you  in 
your  own  (where,  to  fay  the  truth,  it  is  very  little 
known  or  cultivated)  Derides  the  great  ufe  it  is  of  in 
all  foreign  negociations  :  not  to  mention,  that  it  enables 
a  man  to  mine  in  all  companies.  When  Kings  and 
Princes  have  any  knowledge,  it  is  of  this  fort,  and 
more  particularly ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  ufual  topic 
of  their  levee  converfations,  in  which  it  will  qualify 
you  to  bear  a  confiderable  part  :  it  brings  you  more 
acquainted  with  them ;  and  they  are  pleafed  to  have 
people  talk  to  them  on  a  fubjed  in  which  they  think 
to  mine. 

There  is  a  fort  of  chit-chat,  or  fmall-talk,  which  is 
the  general  run  of  converfation  at  courts,  and  in  mod 
mixed  companies.  It  is  a  fort  of  middling  converfati- 
on, neither  filly  nor  edifying  ;  but,  however,  very  ne- 
ceflary  for  you  to  be  matter  of.  It  turns  upon  the 
public  events  of  Europe,  and  then  is  at  its  beft  •,  very 
often  upon  the  number,  the  goodnefs,  or  badnefs,  the 
difcipline,  or  the  clothing  of  the  troops  of  different 
Princes;  fometimes  upon  the  families,  the  marriages, 
the  relations  of  princes,  and  confiderable  people  -,  and, 
fometimes,  fur  la  bonne  chere^  the  magnificence  of  pub- 
lic entertainments,  balls,  mafquerades,  &c.  I  would 
wifti  you  to  be  able  to  talk  upon  all  thefe  things,  bet- 
ter, and  with  more  knowledge  than  other  people ;  in- 
fomurh  that,  upon  thofe  occafions,  you  fhould  be  ap- 
plied to,  and  that  people  mould  fay,  /  dare  Jay  Mr. 
Stanhope  can  tell  us. 

Second-rate  knowledge,  and  middling  talents,  carry 
a  man  farther  at  courts,  and  in  the  bufy  part  of  the 
world,  than  fuperior  knowledge  and  fhining  parts 

Tacitu* 
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Tacitus  very  juftiy  accounts  for  a  man's  having  ah 
kept  in  favour,  and    enjoyed   the  bed  em  ploy  nv 

r  the  tv  reigns   of   three  or  four  of  the 

:ors,  by  faying,  that  it  was  not  propter 
:r  negotr. 

thofe  t! 

are  :  1  only  learned  by  keepin 

'deal  of    the    bcft    company.        Frequent  thofe   good 
houfes   where   you  have  already  a  footing,  and  wi 
fomehow  or  other  into  <.  her.      1  ; 

-  jurts  particularly,  in  order  to  get  that 

is   moment   1    receive  yours   of  the    iSth  N 
You  will   have  had  fome   time   ago   m\  final 
concerning  the  pictures  ;     and,  by  my  laft,    an  account 
that   the    mohairs    were  gone,     to    Madam  Morel  at 
Calais,  with  the  proper  directions. 

1  am  furry  that  your    two  fons-in-law,  the  princes 

B ,  are  fuch  boobies  •,     however,    as  they  have  the 

honour  of  being  fo  nearly  related  to  you,  1  will  mow 
them  what  civilities  I  can. 

I  confefs  you  have  not  time  for  long  abfenccs  from 
Paris  at  prefent,  becaufe  of  your  various  matters,  all 
which  I  would  have  you  apply  to  clofely  while  you  are 
now  in  that  capital  :  -urn  thither, 

the  vifit    you  intend   me   the   honour    of-,     I   do  not 
piopofc  .t  all,  ex  ircel, 

once  or  twice  a  week.    And  then  the  courts  will,  1  hope, 
be  no  longer  ftr.inge  «.  .   for  I  would  have 

you  run  dov  f.iillcs  and  St.  Cloud, 

for  f  a  time.     You  know  the  Abbe 

de  la  Ville,  who  :  to  others,  fo  that  you 

will  loon   be  fuufile  with  the  reft  of  the  court.     Court 
,c  foil  in  which  you  are  to  grow  and  flourish  ; 
.it    to   be  well   :t  :th   the  nature   of  it  : 

like  all  other  Lil,  it  is  in  fome  places  in  others 

lighter, 
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lighter,  but  always  capable  of  great  improvement  by 
cultivation  and  experience. 

You  fay  that  you  want  fome  hints  for  a  letter  to 
Lady  Chefterfield ;  more  ufe  and  knowledge  of  the 
world  will  teach  you  occafionally  to  write  and  talk 
genteely,  fur  dcs  riens,  which  I  can  tell  you  is  a  very 
ufeful  part  of  worldly  knowledge  5  for,  in  fome  com- 
panies, it  would  be  imprudent  to  talk  upon  any  thing 
elfe,  and  with  very  many  people  it  is  impoflibie  to  talk 
of  any  thing  elfe  j  they  would  not  underftand  you. 
Adieu  ! 

LETTER       XLI. 

London,  June  24th,  O.  S.   1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

A  I  R,  addrefs,  manners,  and  graces,  are  of  fuch 
infinite  advantage  to  whoever  has  them,  and  fo 
peculiarly  and  eflentially  neceflary  for  you,  that  now, 
as  the  time  of  our  meeting  draws  near,  I  tremble. for 
fear  I  mould  not  find  you  pofTefTed  of  them  •,  and, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  doubt  you  are  not  yet  fufficientl y 
convinced  of  their  importance.  There  is,  for  Initance, 

your  intimate  friend  Mr.  H ,  who,   with  greac 

merit,  deep  knowledge,  and  a  thoufand  good  qualities, 
will  never  make  a  figure  in  the  world  while  he  lives  ; 
Why  ?  Merely  for  want  of  thofe  external  and  fhowifh 
accomplishments,  which  he  began  the  world  too  late 
to  acquire  j  and  which,  with  his  ftudious  and  philofo- 
phical  turn,  I  believe  he  thinks  arc  not  worth  his  at- 
tention. He  may,  very  probably,  make  a  figure  in 
the  republic  of  letters  •,  but  he  had  ten  thoufand  times 
better  make  a  figure  as  a  man  of  the  world  and  of 
bufinefs  in  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces  ; 
which,  take  my  word  for  it,  he  never  will, 

VOL.  II.  N  As 
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As  I    oper  hout  the  leaft  referve,  when- 

ever I  think  that  my  doing  fo  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  you, 
I  will  give  you  a  ihort  account  of  r  When  I 

firft  came  into  the  world  (which  was  at  the  age  you  are 
of  now,  fo  that  (by  the  way)  you  have  got  the  flart  of 
me  in  that  important  article  by  two  or  three  years  at 
leaft;  at  nineteen,  I  left  the  uni\  nbridge, 

wher  an  abfolute  pedant :  when    1    talked 

beft,   I    quoted  Horace;  whc  a  at  being  f.i 

ous,  I  quoted  Martial  ;  and  when  1  had  a  mind  to  be 
a  fine  gentleman,  I  .1  was  convi: 

that  none  but  the  ancients  had  common  fenfe  -,  that  the 

iics  contained  every  thing  that  was  either  necefTary, 
ufeful,  or  ornamental  to  men  -,  and  I  was  not  without 
thoughts  of  wearing  the  toga  'drills  of  the  Romans, 
inftead  of  the  vulgar  and  illiberal  drefsof  the  modi 

•\  thefc  excellent  notions,  I  went  firft  to  the  Hague, 
where,  by  the  help  of  feveral  letters  of  recomnu 
tion,  I  was  foon  introduced  into  all  the  bed  company  ; 

where  1  very  foon  difcovered,    that   I    was  totally 
jniftaken  in  almoft  every  one  notion  I  had  enterta: 
Fortunately,  I  hud  a  ftrong  <K  (the  mixed 

refult  of    good-nature,    and    a    v  v    no    nv 

blameable)  and  was  fenfilv  I  had  nothing  but  the 

defire      I    therefore   refo  jiiire 

the  means  too.      I  ftudied  at;  minutely  the 

drefs,  the  air,  the  manner,   the  au  d  the  turn  oi 

converfation  of  all  thofe  whom  ! 
pie  in  fafhion,    and    molt   generally   allowed   t 

cm  as  well  as  I  could  :  if  I  heard  that  one 
ckoncd  fully 

his  drefe,  motions,   and  . 
upon  them.     When  1 

converfation  was  agreeable  and  engaging,  I  lifteneJ 
attended  to  the  turn  of  it.     I  addrdl  ',  though 
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de  /m  mauvaife  grace*  to  all  the  moft  fafhionable  fine 
Jadies  ;  confefled,  and  laughed  with  them  at  my  own 
awkwardnefs  and  rawnefs,  recommending  myfelf  as  an 
object  for  them  to  try  their  fkill  in  forming.  By  thefe 
means,  and  with  a  paflionate  defire  of  pleafing  every 
body,  I  came  by  degrees  to  pleafe  fome  ;  and,  I  can 
aflfure  you,  that  what  little  figure  I  have  made  in  the 
world,  has  been  much  more  owing  to  that  paflionate 
defire  I  had  of  pleafing  univerfally,  than  to  any  intrin- 
fic  merit,  or  found  knowledge  I  might  ever  have  been 
mafter  of.  My  paflion  for  pleafing  was  fo  ftrong  (and 
I  am  very  glad  it  was  fo)  that  I  own  to  you  fairly,  I 
wiftied  to  make  every  woman  I  faw,  in  love  with  me, 
and  every  man  I  met  with,  admire  me.  Without  this 
paflion,  for  the  object,  I  fhould  never  have  been  fo  at- 
tentive to  the  means  ;  and  I  own  1  cannot  conceive 
how  it  is  poflible  for  any  man  of  good-nature  and 
good  fenfe  to  be  without  this  paflion.  Does  not  good- 
nature incline  us  to  pleafe  all  thofe  we  converfe  with, 
of  whatever  rank  or  ftation  they  may  be  ?  And,  does 
not  good  fenfe,  and  common  obfervation,  mow  of  what 
infinite  ufe  it  is  to  pleafe  ?  Oh  !  but  one  may  pleafe  by 
the  good  qualities  of  the  heart,  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  head,  without  that  fafhionable  air,  addrefs,  and 
manner,  which  is  mere  tinfel.  I  deny  it.  A  man 
may  be  eileemed  and  refpecled,  but  I  defy  him  to 
pleafe  without  them.  Moreover,  at  your  age,  I  would 
not  have  contented  myfelf  with  barely  pleafing  -,  I 
wanted  to  mine,  and  to  diftinguifh  myfelf  in  the  world 
as  a  man  of  fafhion  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  bufinefs. 
And  that  ambition  or  vanity,  call  it  what  you  pleafe, 
was  a  right  one  -t  it  hurt  nobody,  and  made  me  exert 
whatever  talents  I  had.  It  is  the  fpring  of  a  thoufand 
right  and  good  things. 

N  2  I  was 
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1  was  talking  you  over  the  other  day  with  one  very 
much  \our  friend,    ami  who  had  often  been  with 
both  at  Paris  and  in   Italy.     Among  the  innumerable 
queftions,  which  you  may  be  fure  I  aflced  him  conccrn- 

ned  to  mention  your  drefs  (fc 

the  truth,.  the  only   thing  h  1  thought 

him  .tent  judge)  upon  which  he  faid,   that 

dreiV.  .bly   wel',  is;   but  that  in  i1 

drefled   !  .  .,1  to  joke    wirh  you  upi 

and  even  to  tear  your  cloaths.      Now,  1  mult  tell  you, 
that  at  your  age  it  is  as  ridiculous  not  to  be  v 

l-d,  as  at  my  age  it  would  be,    if  I  were  to  wear  a 
white  feather  and  red-heeled  fhoes.    Drefs  is  one  of  the 
various  ingredients  that  contribute  to  the  art  of  p 
ing;    it  pleafes  the  eyes  at  lead,   and  more  efpet: 
of  women.     Addrefs  yourfelf  to  the   fcnfes, 
would  pleafe  ;    dazzle   the  eyes,  footh    and  flatter  the 
ears  of  mankind  •,  engage   their  heart,    and    let  their 
reafon  do  its  word  again!!  you.      Suavittr  in  modo  is 
the  great  fecret.     Whenever  \ou  find  yourfelf  engaged 
infenfibly  in  favour  of  any  body,  of  no  fuperior  merit 
nor  diftinguimcd   talents,    examine,  and  fee  what 
that  has  made   thole  imj 
will  find  that  it  is  that  douceur,  that  gentlcnefs  of  man- 

,  that  air   and    addr  h    J    have   fo   often 

recommended  to  .nd  from  thence  draw  this 

vious  conclusion,  that  what  ;  HI  in  them,  will 

<e  others  in  '    :hc  fime 

;    the  lut;  |  little  finer,  and 

fome  a  little  coarfer  ;    but,  in  general,   the  i 
judge  of  ot1 

thorough  •    1    will  a  (lilt  you   in  that 

nnalyfis,    in   which    (  .ifliftance 

id  his  own  felf-love. 

1 .  E   f  T  E  R 


p 
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Greenwich)  June  the  3Oth,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

RAY  give  the  enclofed  to  our  friend  the  Abbe ; 


it  is  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  canonic  at ^ 
which  I  am  really  very  glad  of,  and  I  hope  it  will 
fatten  him  up  to  Boileau's  Canonine  ;  at  prefent  he  is 
as  meagre  as  an  Apoflle  or  a  Prophet.  By  the  way,  has 
he  ever  introduced  you  to  la  Duchefle  d'Aiguillon  ?  If 
he  has  not,  make  him  prefent  you ;  and  if  he  has,  fre- 
quent her,  and  make  her  many  compliments  from  me. 
She  has  uncommon  fenfe  and  knowledge  for  a  woman, 
and  her  houfe  is  the  refort  of  one  fet  of  les  beaux 
efprils.  It  is  a  fatisfaction  and  a  fort  of  credit  to  be 
acquainted  with  thofe  gentlemen  \  and  it  puts  a  young 
fellow  in  famion.  A  propos  des  beaux  efpritSj  have  you 
les  entrees  at  Lady  Sandwich's  ;  who,  old  as  me  was, 
when  I  faw  her  laft,  had  the  ftrongeft  parts  of  any 
woman  I  ever  knew  in  my  life  ?  If  you  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  her,  either  the  Dutchefs  d'Aiguillon  or 
Lady  Hervey  can,  and  I  dare  fay  will,  introduce  you. 
I  can  aflure  you,  it  is  very  well  worth  your  while,  both 
upon  her  own  account,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  people 
of  wit  and  learning  who  frequent  her.  In  fuch  com- 
panies there  is  always  fomething  to  be  learned,  as  well 
as  manners  :  the  converfation  turns  upon  fomething 
above  trifles  :  fome  point  of  literature,  criticifm, 
hiftory,  &c.  is  difcufled  with  ingenuity  and  good 
manners  ;  for  I  muft  do  the  French  people  of  learn- 
ing juftice;  they  are  not  bears,  as  moil  of  ours  are; 
they  are  gentlemen. 

Our 


LORI 

ord  tha:  ere  gone   to 

Compicgne-,    la  courts  niuft 

form  you  for  J  Ic  tells   me   too,  that 

have  left  off  ;  It  the  ?nat;^c  \    1  have  no  objc, 

to  th  great  deal  of  th 

u  have  '.   and  hi:  -i  hoifcl- 

it  is  \ou,    now   that  tilts  and  tout: 

are   '  e  you  have    i  it  Com- 

pieg:  .e  King's  hunting  there,   I   a  is  a 

fine  -ich  manner  of   hum  ing  is  gentle- 

man-like;   ours  for    bumpkins    and  boobies. 

The  poor  beads   here,   arc  purlin  .  ;:n   down  by 

much    greater    beaits  than    them  and  the  true 

aimer  is  moll   undoubte 

proj  .:id  peculiar  to  this  country,  which  no  e 

part  of  the  i 

I  i  e  favcd  from  the 

to  uierul,  more  than  to  learnc.l  purpn 
for   1    can  all  ,  they   are  very  different  th; 

J  would  have  you  allow  but  one  hour  a  da>  for  Greek ; 
and  that  more  to  keep  \\hat  you  have,  than  to  cncreafe 
it:  by  (rrcck,  I  me  k  books,  fik 

-.ofthcncj-.  and   not  the    poets, 

with  whom   you  are  a  Ire:;  quaintcd.     Your 

Lat::  ike  care  of  time 

you  hav  ilow  it  U]  te  books 

which  are   immediately  relative   to   \  'ion; 

fuch  as  modi  n  the  modern  Ian  me- 

moirs,  anecdotes,    letters,   negotiatioh  'llecl: 

iii  can,  authentically,  the  prcfent  ftate  of  all 
the  courts  and  countries  in  Kurope,  the  characters  of 
the  Kings  and  Princes,  their  wivc^  Icrs,  and 

— s  ;     their   fcveral    views,  connections, 
intercfts  v    the  ftate    of    their//  v.eir   military 

;ade,  manufaclurcs,  and  corns:,  I  hat 

is 


T  O     H  I  S     S  O  N.  183 

is  the  ufeful  the  neceflary  knowledge  for  you,  and  in- 
deed for  every  gentleman.  But  with  all  this,  remember 
that  living  books  are  much  better  than  dead  ones ; 
and  throw  away  no  time  (for  it  is  thrown  away)  with 
the  latter,  which  you  can  employ  well  with  the  former ; 
for  books  muft  now  be  only  your  amufement,  but  by 
no  means  your  bufinefs.  1  had  much  rather  that  you 
were  paflionately  in  love  with  fome  determined  coquette 
of  condition,  (who  would  lead  you  a  dance,  fafhion, 
fupple,  and  polifh  you)  than  that  you  knew  all  Plato 
and  Ariftotle  by  heart :  an  hour  at  Verfailles,  Com- 
piegne,  or  St.  Cloud,  is  now  worth  more  to  you,  than 
three  hours  in  your  clofet,  with  the  beft  books  that 
ever  were  written. 

I  hear  the  difpute  between  the  Court  and  the  Clergy 
is  made  up  amicably  ;  both  parties  have  yielded  fome- 
thing  j  the  King  being  afraid  of  lofing  more  of  his 
foul,  and  the  Clergy  more  of  their  revenue.  Thofe 
gentlemen  are  very  fkilful  in  making  the  moft  of  the 
vices,  and  the  weaknefles  of  the  laity.  I  hope  you 
have  read  and  informed  yourfelf  fully  of  every  thing 
relative  to  that  affair ;  it  is  a  very  important  queftion, 
in  which  the  priefthood  of  every  country  in  Europe  is 
highly  concerned.  If  you  would  be  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  their  tythes  are  of  divine  inftitution,  and 
their  property  the  property  of  God  himfelf,  not  to  be 
touched  by  any  power  on  earth,  read  Fra-Paolo  de  benc- 
ficiis,  an  excellent  and  fhort  book  ;  for  which,  and  fome 
other  treatifes  againft  the  court  of  Rome,  he  was  ftil- 
letto'd  ;  which  made  him  fay  afterwards,  upon  feeing 
an  anonymous  book  written  againft  him,  by  order  of 
the  Pope,  Conofto  bene  lo  ftile  Romano. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris,  and  the  States  of  Lan- 
guedoc,  will,  I  believe,  hardly  fcramble  ot7;  having 
only  reafon  and  juftice,  but  no  terrors  on  their  fide. 

Tr 


The 

id   inquiries,   1    hoju 
are  thoroughly  mailer  or  .  alfo  w; 

all  the  upon 

lead , 

l/'i  d  like 

ie  de 

Poli; 

!lt. 

.re  a  goi  c  at  your  return. 

/\(k  he   has 

letters  or  packets  for 
Lord  Bolinp'  Go  on  and  prolpcr. 


K  III. 

July  the 

T.fl  mail  brought  me  \our  letter  of  the  gd 
I  f  you  arc 

nore 

:i  to  himlclf  i    for  rn  to 

,uch  in  fttvour  with  him  -, 

Utters  to  communicate,      i  i 

ver  the  :  id  ion  upon 

fcore  : 
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fcore:  make  the  proper  acknowledgments  to  Colonel 
Yorke,  for  what  he  does  mow  you  •,  but  let  neither 
Lord  Albemarle  nor  his  people  perceive  the  leaft  cold- 
nefs  on  your  part,  upon  account  of  what  they  do  not 
mow  you.  {t  is  very  often  neceflary,  not  to  manifeft 
all  one  feels.  Make  your  court  to,  and  connect  your- 
felf  as  much  as  poflible  with,  Colonel  Yorke,  he  may 
be  of  great  ufe  to  you  hereafter  ;  and  when  you  take 
leave,  not  only  offer  to  bring  over  any  letters  or  packets, 
by  way  of  fecurity  ;  but  even  afk,  as  a  favour,  to  be 
the  carrier  of  a  letter  from  him  to  his  father,  the  Chan- 
cellor. A  propos  of  your  coming  here ;  I  confefs  that 
I  am  weakly  impatient  for  it,  and  think  a  few  days 
worth  getting;  I  would  therefore,  inftead  of  the  25th 
of  next  month,  N.  S.  which  was  the  day,  that,  fome 
time  ago,  I  appointed  for  your  leaving  Paris,  have  you 
fet  out  on  Friday  the  2oth  Auguft,  N.  S. ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  you  will  be  at  Calais  fome  time  on 
the  Sunday  following,  and  probably  at  Dover  within 
four- and-twenty  hours  afterwards.  If  you  land  in  the 
morning,  you  may^in  a  pofl-chaife  get  to  Sittingborne 
that  day ;  if  you  come  on  more  in  the  evening,  you 
can  only  get  to  Canterbury,  where  you  will  be  better 
lodged  than  at  Dover.  I  will  not  have  you  travel  in 
the  night,  nor  fatigue  and  overheat  yourfelf,  by  run- 
ning on  fourfcore  miles  the  moment  you  land.  You 
will  come  ftraight  to  Blackheath,  where  I  {hall  be  ready 
to  meet  you,  and  which  is  directly  upon  the  Dover 
road  to  London ;  and  we  {hall  go  to  town  together, 
after  you  have  refted  yourfelf  a  day  or  two  here.  All 
the  other  directions,  which  I  gave  you  in  my  former 
letter,  hold  ftill  the  fame.  But,  notwithftanding  this 
regulation,  fhould  you  have  any  particular  reafons  for 
leaving  Paris  two  or  three  days  fooner,  or  later,  than 
the  above-mentioned  vous  r>rs  I  i  Make  all 

your 
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your  arrangement  at  Paris  for  about  a  fix  weeks  flay  in 
England  at  farther!. 

I  had  a  letter  the  other  day  from  Lord  Huntingdon, 
of  which  one  half  at  lead  was  your  paneg\  ric  :  it  was 
extremely  welcome  to  me  from  fo  good  an  hand. 
Cultivate  that  friendfhip  i  it  will  do  you  honour,  and 
give  you  ftrehgth.  Connections,  in  our  mixed  parlia- 
mentary government,  are  of  great  ufe. 

I  fend  you  here  enclofed  the  particular  price  of 
each  of  the  mohairs ;  but  I  do  not  fuppofe  that  you 
will  receive  a  milling  for  any  one  of  them.  However, 
if  any  of  your  ladies  mould  take  an  odd  fancy  to  pay, 
the  morteft  way,  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs,  is  for  you  to 
keep  the  money,  and  to  take  fo  much  lefs  from  Sir 
John  Lambert,  in  your  next  draught  upon  him. 

1  am  very  forry  to  hear  that  Lady  Hervey  is  ill- 
Paris  does  not  feem  to  agree  with  her  •,  (he  ufed  to 
have  great  heal'th  here.  A propos  of  her  •,  remember, 
when  you  are  with  me,  not  to  mention  her,  but  when 
you  and  I  are  quite  alone,  for  reafons  which  I  will  tell 
you  when  we  meet :  but  this  is  only  between  you  and 
me ;  and  I  defire  that  you  will  not  fo  much  as  hint  it 
to  her,  or  any  body  elfe. 

If  old  Kurzay  goes  to  the  Valley  of  Jehofaphat,  I 
cannot  help  it  •,  it  will  be  an  eafe  to  our  friend  Madame 
Monconfeil,  who  1  believe  maintains  her,  and  a  little 
will  not  fatisfy  her  in  any  way. 

Remember  to  bring  your  mother  fomc  little  prefents  •, 
they  need  not  be  of  value,  but  only  marks  of  your 
affection  and  duty  for  one  who  has  always  been  tenderly 
fopd  of  )ou.  You  may  bring  lady  Chefterfield  a 
little  Martin  fnuff-box,  of  about  five  louis  :  and  you 
need  bring  over  no  other  prefents  -,  you  and  me  not 
wanting  les  fetifs  prcferiipouf  eniretenir  i9  ami  tie. 

Since 
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Since  I  wrote  what  goes  before,  I  have  talked  you 
over  minutely  with  Lord  Albemarle  ;  who  told  me, 
that  he  could  very  fincerely  commend  you  upon  every 
article  but  one  •,  but  upon  that  one  you  were  often 
joked,  both  by  him  and  others.  I  defired  to  know 
what  that  was-,  he  laughed,  and  told  me,  it  was  the 
article  of  drefs,  in  which  you  were  exceedingly  negli- 
gent. Though  he  laughed,  I  can  aflure  you,  that  it  is 
no  laughing  matter  for  you  ;  and  you  will  poftibly  be 
furprized,  when  I  aflert,  (but,  upon  my  word,  it  is 
literally  true)  that  to  be  very  well  dreft  is  of  much 
more  importance  to  you,  than  all  the  Greek  you  know 
will  be  of,  thefe  thirty  years.  Remember,  that  the 
world  is  now  your  only  bufinefs ;  and  that  you  mull; 
adopt  its  cuftoms  and  manners,  be  they  filly  or  be  they 
not.  To  neglect  your  drefs,  is  an  affront  to  all  the 
women  you  keep  company  with  ;  as  it  implies,  that 
you  do  not  think  them  worth  that  attention  which  every- 
body elfe  doth  ;  they  mind  drefs,  and  you  will  never 
pleafe  them  if  you  neglect  yours ;  and  if  you  do  not 
pleafe  the  women,  you  will  not  pleafe  half  the  men  you 
otherwife  might.  It  is  the  women  who  put  a  young 
fellow  in  fafnion,  even  with  the  men.  A  young  fellow 
ought  to  have  a  certain  fund  of  coquetry  •,  which 
mould  make  him  try  all  the  means  of  pleafing,  as 
much  as  any  coquette  in  Europe  can  do.  Old  as  I 
am,  and  little  thinking  of  women,  God  knows,  I  am 
very  far  from  being  negligent  of  my  drefs  •,  and  why  ? 
From  conformity  to  cuftom  -,  and  out  of  decency  to 
men,  who  expect  that  degree  of  complaifance.  I  do 
not,  indeed,  wear  feathers  and  red  heels  ;  which  would 
ill  fuit  my  age ;  but  I  take  care  to  have  my  clothes 
well  made,  'my  wig  well  combed  and  powdered,  my 
linen  and  perfbn  extremely  clear',  1  even  allow  my 
footmen  forty  /hillings  a  year  extraordinary,  that  they 

may 


• 
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by    no   means  do  \    they 

and  the 
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very  incrfe^1      , 

that  found   ("..  f  no 

ornaments ; 
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ornaments  •,  and,  to  fupport  that  aflertion,  elegantly 
quote  the  vulgar  proverb,  that  good  wine  needs  no  bu/h ; 
but,  furely,  the  little  experience  you  have  already  had 
of  the  world,  muft  have  convinced  you,  that  the  con- 
trary of  that  afiertion  is  true.  All  thofe  accomplifh- 
ments  are  now  in  your  power  -,  think  of  them,  and  of 
them  only.  I  hope  you  frequent  La  Foire  St.  Lau- 
rent, which  I  fee  is  now  open  :  you  will  improve  more, 
by  going  there  with  your  miftrefs,  than  by  flaying 
at  home,  and  reading  Euclid  with  your  geometry 
matter.  Adieu.  Diver tijjez  vous,  il  tfy  a  rien  de  teL 

LETTER      XLIV. 

Greenwich,  July  the  I5th,  O.  S.   1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AS  this  is  the  laft,  or  the  laft  letter  but  one,  that  I 
think  I  mall  write  before  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you  here,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  prepare  you  a 
little  for  our  interview,  and  for  the  time  we  mall  pafs 
together.  Before  Kings  and  Princes  meet,  Minifters 
on  each  fide  adjuft  the  important  points  of  precedence, 
arm  chairs,  right  hand  and  left,  &c.  fo  that  they  know 
previoufly  what  they  are  to  expect,  what  they  have  to 
trult  to  :  and  it  is  right  that  they  mould ;  for  they 
commonly  envy  or  hate,  but  moft  certainly  diftrufl 
each  other.  We  mail  meet  upon  very  different  terms ; 
we  want  no  fuch  preliminaries :  you  know  my  tcnder- 
nefs,  I  know  your  affection.  My  only  object,  there- 
fore, is  to  make  your  fhort  (lay  with  me  as  ufeful  as  I 
can  to  you  ;  and  yours,  I  hope,  is  to  co-operate  with 
me.  Whether,  by  making  it  wholefome,  I  fhall  make 
it  pleafant  to  you,  I  am  not  fure.  Emetics  and  cathar- 
tics 
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tics  I  /hall  not  adminifter,  becaufe  I  am  fure  you  do 
not  want  them ;  but  for  alteratives  you  muft  expect  a 
great  many  -,   and  I  can  tell  you,    that  I  have  a  number 
of  nojlrum.^  which  I  mail  communicate  to  no  ] 
you,  o  fpcak  without   a  metaphor,   I   mall  en- 

deavour to  )uth    with  all  the  experience 

that  I  have  purchafed,  at  the  price  of  fevcn- arid-fifty 
rs.  In  order  to  this,  frequent  reproofs,  corrections, 
and  admonitions  will  be  neceflary  ;  but  then,  I  promife 
you,  that  they  mall  be  in  a  gentle,  fiiendK,  am!  1 
manner  i  they  (hall  not  put  you  out  of  countenance  in 
company,  nor  out  of  humour  when  we  are  alone.  I 
do  not  expect,  that,  at  nineteen,  you  Ihould  have  that 
knowledge  of  the  world,  thofe  manners,  that  dextc: 
which  few  people  have  at  nine-and-twenty.  But  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  them  you  i  and  I  am  fure  you  will 
endeavour  to  learn  them,  as  far  as  your  youth,  my  cx- 
nce,  and  the  time  we  mail  pafs  together  will  allow. 
You  may  have  man>  inaccuracies,  (and  to  be  fure 
have,  for  who  has  not  at  your  age)  which  few  people 
will  tell  you  of,  and  fome  no  body  can  tell  you  of  but 
myfclf.  You  may  p  .vc  others  too,  which 

Jefs  intcreftcu,  and   lefs  vigilant  than  mine,   do  not  dil- 
cover  :    all  thofc  you  mall  hear   of,   from  one,  whofe 

-:rnefs  for  you  \\\\\  excite  his  curiofity,  and  ma: 
his  penetration.      The  fmallcrt  inattention,  or  erro; 

.   the  minuteft  im  .'.iction,   the  lead 

awkwardnefs  in  your  dref^  ill  not  efcape 

my  obfervation,   ,110:  ;  lc  correction. 

Two,  the  moft  intimate  fricmi  in  freely 

ach  other  th  but 

,t    poflibly  tell   each   other  of  • -'ak- 

:ove;    to 

authorize  that  un;  loin,  the  relation  b-tween 

us 
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us  is  abfolutely  neceflary.  For  example,  I  had  a  very 
worthy  friend,  with  whom  I  was  intimate  enough  to 
tell  him  his  faults  •,  he  had  but  few  •,  I  told  him  of 
them,  he  took  it  kindly  of  me,  and  corrected  them. 
But  then,  he  had  fome  weaknefTes  that  I  could  never 
tell  him  of  direclly,  and  which  he  was  fo  little  fenfible 
of  himfelf,  that  hints  of  them  were  loft  upon  him. 
He  had  a  fcrag  neck,  of  about  a  yard  long  •,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  bags  being  in  fafhion,  truly  he  would 
wear  one  to  his  wig,  and  did  fo  ;  but  never  behind 
him,  for,  upon  every  motion  of  his  head,  his  bag 
came  forwards  over  one  fhoulder  or  the  other.  He 
took  it  into  his  head  too,  that  he  muft,  occafionally, 
dance  minuets,  becaufe  other  people  did  j  and  he  did 
fo,  not  only  extremely  ill,  but  fo  awkward,  fo  disjointed, 
fo  dim,  fo  meagre,  was  his  figure,  that,  had  he  danced 
as  well  as  ever  Marcel  did,  it  would  have  been  ridicu- 
lous in  him  to  have  danced  at  all.  I  hinted  thefe 
things  to  him  as  plainly  as  friendfhip  would  allow,  and 
to  no  purpofe  ;  but  to  have  told  him  the  whole,  fo  as 
to  cure  him,  I  muft  have  been  his  father,  which,  thank 
God,  I  am  not.  As  fathers  commonly  go,  it  is  feldom 
a  misfortune  to  be  fatherlefs  -,  and,  considering  the  ge- 
neral run  of  fons,  as  feldom  a  misfortune  to  be  child- 
lefs.  You  and  me  form,  1  believe,  an  exception  to 
that  rule  ;  for,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  we  would  neither 
of  us  change  our  relation,  were  it  in  our  power.  You 
will,  I  both  hope  and  believe,  be  not  only  the  comfort, 
but  the  pride  of  my  age  ;  and,  I  am  fure,  I  will  be  the 
fupport,  the  friend,  the  guide  of  your  youth.  Truft 
me  without  rcferve  -,  1  will  advife  you  without  private 
intereft,  or  fecret  envy.  Mr.  Harte  will  do  fo  too  j 
but  ftill  there  may  be  fome  little  things  proper  for  you 
to  know,  and  neceflary  for  you  to  correct,  which  even 

his 
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his  friendfhip  would  not  let  him  tell  you  of  fo 
I  mould  ;    and  fome,   of  which   1. 
be  fo  good  a  judge  of 
much  in  *  world. 

One  principal  topic  of  our  converfation  not 

onlv  ty,  but  the  eleganc 

will  be  the  conftitution    of  this  count  h,  I 

belk  .  lefs  of,  than  of  mod  other  countries 

•itions,    and  addrcfs,    will 
alfo  be  the  frequent  fubjecls  of   our  lecture 

ever  I  know,   of  that  important  and  necelTiry  art, 
the  art  of  pleafing,  I  will  unrefervcdly  comnn; 
you.     Drefs  too  (which,  as  things  are,  1  can  logically 
prove,  requires  fome  attention)   will  not  alwass  eicapc 
our  notice.     Thus,  my  lectures  will  be  more 
and  in  fome  refpeds  more  ufeful,  than   Profeffor  Maf- 
cow's-,   and  therefore,    I  can  tell  \ou,  that  I  expert  to 
be  paid  for  them  :   but,   as  poflibly  you  would  not  care 
to  part  with  your  ready  money,  and  as  I  do  not  think 
that  it  would  be  quite  handfome  in  me  to  ace 
will  compound  for  th  :it,  and  take  it  in  attention 

and  | 

I'rav    remember  to  part  with  all   your  friends,  ac- 

and  mil'. 

in  fuch  I  Jw  them  not  '.ing, 

t  to  fee  you  there  again.     Allure  them  of 
t"  returning  to  tK  .!  do  it  in  a  man- 

iy  think  you  i»i  earned,    that  is 
'  uns  cfpice  d*at;<  111  peopK 

.me  things,  upon  thofe  occafions,  it  is 

that  makes  the  difference  ;    and  that 

•  :J  however,    as  much  as  you 

can,  with  commifTions,  in  your  return 

1,01,.  by  experience,  that  they 

are 
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are  exceedingly  troublefome,  commonly  expensive,  and 
very  feldom  fatis  factory  at  laft,  to  the  perfons  who  give 
them  :  fome  you  cannot  refufe,  to  people  to  whom  you 
are  obliged,  and  would  oblige  in  your  turn  •,  but  as  to 
.common  fiddle-faddle  commiflions,  you  may  excufe 
yourfelf  from  them  with  truth,  by  faying,  that  you  are 
to  return  to  Paris  through  Flanders,  and  fee  all  thofe 
great  towns  ;  which  I  intend  you  mall  do,  and  flay  a 
week  or  ten  days  atBrufiels.  Adieu  !  A  good  journey 
to  you,  if  this  is  my  laft;  if  not,  I  can  repeat  again 
what  I  mall  wifh  conftantly. 

LETTER       XLV. 

London,  December  the  J9th,  O.  S.   1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YO  U  are  now  entered  upon  a  fcene  of  bufinefs, 
where  I  hope  you  will  one  day  make  a  figure. 
Ufe  does  a  great  deal,  but  care  and  attention  muft  be 
joined  to  it.  The  firft  thing  necefTary,  in  writing  let- 
ters of  bufinefs,  is  extreme  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity  ; 
every  paragraph  mould  be  fb  clear,  and  unambiguous, 
that  the  duller!  fellow  in  the  world  may  not  be  able  to 
miftake  it,  nor  obliged  to  read  it  twice  in  order  to  un- 
derftand  it.  This  neceffary  clearnefs,  implies  a  cor- 
reclnefs,  without  excluding  an  elegancy  of  ftyle. 
Tropes,  figures,  antithefes,  epigrams,  &c.  would  be  as 
mifplaced,  and  as  impertinent,  in  letters  of  bufinefs, 
as  they  are  fometimes  (if  judicioufly  ufed)  proper  and 
pleafing  in  familiar  letters,  upon  common  and  trite  fub- 
jecls.  In  bufinefs,  an  elegant  fimplicity,  the  refult  of 
care,  not  of  labour,  is  required.  Bufinefs  muft  be 
well,  not .  affectedly  drefTed;  but  by  no  means  ne- 
gligently. Let  your  firft  attention  be  to  clearnefs, 
VOL.  II.  O  and 
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and  read  ifter    you    have   written 

it,  in  the  critical   view  of  difcovering   whether    it    is 
poflible  that   any  one  .ke  the  true  fenfc 

of  it  .rrect  it  according 

Our  pronouns  I  ivcs  often  create  obfcurity  or 

ambigui:  .ereforc  exceedingly  attentive  to  them, 

and  take  care  to  mark  out  with  prccifion,  their  particu- 
JHS.     For   example  :  Mr.  Johnfon  acquainted 
me,  that  he  had   fcen  iMr.  Smith,  who  had  promifcd 
to  Mr.  L  iarke,  to  return  him  (Mr.  John- 
fon) thufe  papers,  which  he  (Mr.  Smith)  had  left  fome 
h  him  (Mr.  Clarke  •,)  it  is  better  to  repeat 
a  name,  though  unneceflarily,  ten  times,  than  to  have 
the  perfon  miftaken  once.     Wbo^  you  know,  is  fmgly 
relative  to  perfons,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  things  j 
which)  and  that^  are  chiefly  relative  to  things,  but  not 
abfolutely  exclufivc  of  perfons ;  for  one  may  fay,   the 
man  that  robbed,  or  killed  iuch-a-one  •,  but  it  is  much 
better  to  fay,  the  man  who   robbed  or  killed.     One 
never  fays,  the  man  or  the  woman  which.     Which  and 
that,  though  chiefly    relative   to  things,  cannot  be  al- 
rcntly  as  to  things  ;  and  the  ivp»M*muft 
fomctimes  determine   their  place.     For   inftance,    the 
.cive  from  you,  which  you  referred  to 
in  your  I  irlc's  meiTen- 

ger,  and  i  v,    1  would  change 

it  thus — The  letter /'...'    I    r  from   you,  ?< 

you  referred  to  in  your  laft,  that  came  by  Lord  Albe- 
ncer,    and  I    fhowed    to    fuch-a- 


one. 

Bufmefs  does   not  exclude,  ;bly  you   wifh   it 

did)  the  ufual  terms  of  \  arjd  good  breeding; 

but,  on  the  contrary,  ftriclly  requires  them  :  fuch  as, 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordjkip;  Permit  me 
to  affurc  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  m\  opinion,  &c. 

For 
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For  the  Minifter  abroad,  who  writes  to  the  Minifter  at 
home,  writes  to  his  fuperior;  poflibly  to  his  patron,  or 
at  leaft  to  one  whom  he  defires  mould  be  fo. 

Letters  of  bufinefs  will  not  only  admit  of,  but  be 
the  better  for  certain  graces :  but  then,  they  muft  be, 
fcattered  with  a  fparing  and  a  fkilful  hand  j  they  muft 
fit  their  place  exactly.  They  muft  decently  adorn 
without  incumbering,  and  modeftly  mine  without  glar- 
ing. But  as  this  is  the  utmoft  degree  of  perfection  in 
letters  of  bufinefs,  I  would  not  advife  you  to  attempt 
thofe  embeilifhments,  till  you  have  firft  laid  your  foun- 
dation well. 

Cardinal  d'Oflat's  letters,  are  the  true  letters  of  bu- 
finefs ;  thofe  of  Monfieur  d'Avaux  are  excellent;  Sir 
William  Temple's  are  very  pleafing,  but,  I  fear,  too 
affected.  Carefully  avoid  all  Greek  or  Latin  quotatL 
ons  ;  and  bring  no  precedents  from  the  virtuous  Spar- 
tans, the  polite  Athenians,  and  the  brave  Romans.  Leave 
all  that  to  futile  pedants.  No  flourifhes,  no  declama- 
tion. But  I  repeat  it  again,  there  is  an  elegant  fim- 
plicity  and  dignity  of  ftyle  abfolutely  necefTary  for  good 
letters  of  bufinefs  ;  attend  to  that  carefully.  Let  your 
periods  be  harmonious,  without  feeming  to  be  labour- 
ed i  and  let  them  not  be  too  long,  for  that  always  oc- 
cafions  a  degree  of  obfcurity.  I  mould  not  mention 
correct  orthography,  but  that  you  very  often  fail  in 
that  particular,  rvhich  will  bring  ridicule  upon  you  ;  for 
no  man  is  allowed  to  fpell  ill.  I  wifli  too  that  your 
hand-writing  were  much  better  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive 
why  it  is  not,  fince  every  man  may  certainly  write  what- 
ever hand  he  pleafes.  Neatnefs  in  folding  up,  feaHng, 
and  directing  your  packets,  is  by  no  means  to  be  ne- 
glected :  though  I  dare  fay,  you  think  it  is.  But  there 
is  fomething  in  the  exterior,  even  of  a  packet, 

0  2  that 
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that  orth 

fome  attention. 

You  vourtime  is  very  well  em; 

it  is,  though  as  yet  only  in  the  outlin;  ;"rft  rout- 

ine of  bufim  uufl_\  nc.  >   be 

known-,  they  fmooth  the  way  for  parts   and  dextc 
Bufinefs  requires   no   conjuration  nor  fup.  1  ta- 

lents, oplc,    unacquainted    with   it, 

think.     Method,  diligence,    and  difcretion,  \\ 
a  man,  of  good  ftrong  common    fenfc,    much  higher 
than  the  fined  parts,  without  them,  can  i 
gotiis,  ncquc  fupra^  is  the  true  character  of  a  man  of 
bufmefs  :   but  then  it  im;  i  r.o 

and   a  flexibilit\  crfatility  of  attention 

from  one  object  to  another,  without  being  cngrofll 

one. 

Be  upon  \our  guard  againft  the  pedantry  and  a:: 
tation  of  bufinefs,  which  young  peop!  ;^t  to  fall 

into,  from  the  pride  of  being  concerned  in  it  young. 
^k  thoughtful,  complain  of  the  weight  of  bu- 
fmcfs,  throw  out  myfterious  hints,  and  feem  big  with 
hich  they  do  not  know.      Do  you,  on  the  con- 
trary, never  talk  of  bufmefs,  but  to  thofe  with  whom 
ire  to  tranfact  it-,  and   learn   to  i  ,  and 

idle,  when  vou  have  the  moil  bul;  )f  all  th 

the  I'ollo  fciolto,  and  the  pcnfieri  Jlrct!i>  arc  necei; 
Ad 

\ 
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LETTER       XLVJ. 

London,  December  the  3Oth,  O.  S.  1751. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  Parliaments  are  the  courts  of  juftice  of 
France,  and  are  what  our  courts  of  juftice  in 
Weftminfter-Hall  are  here.  They  ufed  anciently  to 
follow  the  court,  and  adminifter  juftice  in  prefence  of 
the  King.  Philip  le  Bel  firft  fixed  it  at  Paris,  by  an 
edict  of  1302.  It  confifted  then  of  but  one  chambre, 
which  was  called  La  Chambre  des  Prelats,  moft  of  the 
members  being  ecclefiaftics  \  but  the  multiplicity  of 
bufinefs  made  it  by  degrees  neceflary  to  create  feverai 
other  thambres :  it  confifts  now  of  feven  chambres. 

La  Grand-Chambre,  which  is  the  higheft  court  of  juf- 
tice, and  to  which  appeals  lie  from  the  others. 

Les  cinq  Chambres  des  Enquetes,  which  are  like  our 
Common  Pleas,  and  Court  of  Exchequer. 

La  Toitrnelle,  which  is  the  court  for  criminal  juftice, 
and  anfwers  to  our  Old  Bailey  and  King's  Bench. 
There  are  in  all  twelve  Parliaments  in  France, 
j.  Paris. 

2.  Touloufe. 

3.  Grenoble. 

4.  Bourdeaux. 

5.  Dijon. 

6.  Rouen. 

7.  Aix  en  Provence. 

8.  Rennes  en  Bretagne. 

9.  Pau  en  Navarre. 

10.  Metz. 

11.  Dole  en  Franche  Comte. 

12.  Douay. 

There 


VSLE'I 

There  arc  three  Confeih  fouvcrains,  which   mr. 
mofl:  be  calk  arc  thofc  of 

ias. 

For  further   partici;'  the  French    i 

read  Bernard  de  la  Rocbcfavi*: 
and 

• 
on  i: 

,  and  the 

' 
1  :. 

-,   in  ma 

of  the   States  General  of 
i    they   ufcd    to  h,    I 

think 

denies  thofc 
pretenfit- 

ticc.     Mczcr  i  to  be  on  the  fide   of  the  Parlia- 

it  in  this  .irth  your 

But,  be*  that  as  it   will,  ti.  nt    of 

,  is  certainly   a  very   refpectablc   body,  and  much 

rega:  i  s  of  the 

Crov  )fc  for  K  ,oney  on  the  fub- 

je<5ls,  ::amenti    1  do  not 

procure  .  '  the. 

.it  ftrong 

oppofition,  and  f'  '  Ic  rcmonftrances,  which 

it 
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it  fometimes  meets  with  from  the  Parliaments.  Many 
of  thofe  detached  pieces  are  very  well  worth  your  col- 
lecting ;  and  I  remember,  a  year  or  two  ago,  a  remon- 
ftrance  of  the  Parliament  of  Douay,  upon  the  fubjecl, 
as  I  think,  of  the  vingticmc,  which  was,  in  my  mind, 
one  of  the  fined  and  moft  moving  compositions  I  ever 
read.  They  owned  themfelves,  indeed,  to  be  (laves, 
and  fliowed  their  chains  ;  but  humbly  begged  of  his 
Majefty  to  make  them  a  little  lighter  and  lefs  galling. 

The  States  of  France  were  general  afTemblies  of  the 
three  ftates  or  orders  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  clergy,  the 
nobility,  and  the  tiers  etat,  that  is,  the  people.  They 
ufed  to  be  called  together  by  the  King,  upon  the  moft 
important  affairs  of  {late,  like  our  Lords  and  Commons 
in  parliament,  and  our  Clergy  in  convocation.  Our 
parliament  is  our  States,  and  the  French  parliaments 
are  only  their  courts  of  juftice.  The  nobility  confifted 
of  all  thofe  of  noble  extraction,  whether  belonging  to 
the  fword,  or  to  the  robe  -,  excepting  fuch  who  were 
chofen  (which  fometimes  happened)  by  the  tiers  etat, 
as  their  deputies  to  the  States  General.  The  tiers  etatj 
was  exactly  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  is,  the  peo- 
ple, reprefented  by  deputies  of  their  own  chufing. 
Thofe  who  had  the  moil  confiderable  places,  dans  la 
robe,  aflifted  at  thofe  aiTemblies,  as  commiffioners  on 
the  part  of  the  crown.  The  States  met,  for  the  firft 
time,  that  I  can  find,  (I  mean  by  the  name  of  les 
etats,)  in  the  reign  of  Pharamond,  424,  when  they 
confirmed  the  Salic  law.  From  that  time  they  have 
been  very  frequently  aflembled,  fometinses  upon  im- 
portant occafions,  as  making  war  and  peace,  ;cform- 
ing  abufes,  &c.  at  other  timer,  upon  feerningly  trifling 
ones,  as  coronations,  in  arrives,  &c.  Francis  the 
firft  aflembled  them,  in  1526,  to  declare  null  and  void 
his  famous  treaty  of  Madrid,  figned  and  fvvorn  to  by 

him, 
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him,  during  his  -y  grew  troublc- 

foin  •  their  Minifters,  and  were  but 

feldom   called,    after    the  power    of  the   crown  grew 
itrong  •,  have  never  been  heared  of  fine  <. 

1   the  nation, 
i     and    Leu 
fhack 

re  ftill  fubfift  in  fonie  province 

are  callc  i   humble    local    imitation,  or 

-doc> 
Brctagne^  Is 

lit  to  wi, 
[ndepcndentl  intiinllc  utilitv  of  this  k 

':'  to 

London,  Jan.  the  zd,  < 

Li,    or   matter  ;c   as 

.emies  to  kn^  ;,  in 

' 
v.ill  not,  'inot  be 

icncc  only,  that  .cr  is  juftly  to  be  blamed, 

the  1 

' 

v.  ill  not  fo  much 
much  1'.  >  acquire 

Our 
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Our  young  Englifh  travellers  generally  diftinguim 
themfelves  by  a  voluntary  privation  of  all  that  ufeful 
knowledge  for  which  they  are  fent  abroad  ;  and  yet  at 
that  age,  the  moft  ufeful  knowledge  is  the  moft  eafy  to 
be  acquired  ;  converfation  being  the  book,  and  the 
beft  book,  in  which  it  is  contained.  The  drudgery  of 
dry  grammatical  learning  is  over,  and  the  fruits  of  it 
are  mixed  with,  and  adorned  by,  the  flowers  of  con- 
verfation. How  many  of  our  young  men  have  been  a 
year  at  Rome,  and  as  long  at  Paris,  without  knowing 
the  meaning  and  institution  of  the  Conclave  in  the  for- 
mer, and  of  the  Parliament  in  the  latter  ?  and  this 
merely  for  want  of  alking  the  firft  people  they  met 
with  in  thofe  feveral  places,  who  could  at  leaft  have 
given  them  fome  general  notions  of  thofe  matters. 

You  will,  I  hope,  be  wifer,  and  omit  no  opportuni- 
ty (for  opportunities  prefent  themfelves  every  hour  in 
the  day)  of  acquainting  yourfelf  with  all  thofe  political 
and  conftitutional  particulars  of  the  kingdom  and  go- 
vernment of  France.  For  inftance  ;  when  you  hear 
people  mention  le  Chancelier  or  le  Garde  des  Sfeaux,  is 
it  any  great  trouble  for  you  to  afk,  or  for  others  to  tell 
you,  what  is  the  nature,  the  powers,  the  objects,  and 
the  profits,  of  thofe  two  employments,  either  when 
joined  together,  as  they  often  are,  or  when  feparate, 
as  they  are  at  prefent  ?  When  you  hear  of  a  Governeur^ 
a  Lieutenant  de  Ro)\  a  Commandant^  and  an  Intendant 
of  the  fame  province,  is  it  not  natural,  is  it  not  be- 
coming, is  it  not  neceflary,  for  a  ftranger  to  inquire  in- 
to, their  refpeclive  rights  and  privileges?  And  yet  I 
dare  fay  there  are  very  few  Engli/hinen  who  know  the 
difference  between  the  civil  department  of  the  Intend- 
ant,  and  the  military  powers  of  the  others.  When 
you  hear  (as  I  am  periuacled  you  mull)  every  day  of 
the  Vlngtieme^  which  is  one  in  twenty,  and  confequent- 

iy 


jpon  w!  'aid, 

/.e,    or  upon 

ail  tl:  iuppofed  to  pro- 

ill  fome- 
•-oms,   dc, 
reft  t  i  up  to  their  four 

meet  in  fome  French 

comedies,    C  o  ;    afk 

mca;  ou  will  be  told  that  it  is  a  term  of  the  law 

.1  means 

in  the  courts  of  i  'her  up- 

on a  civil  or  a  criminal  accou- 

e  of 

.nil    n  T:  juiticc  , 

iomucJi,   that  when  any    inju'  the 

hich 

-rupted  and  juin! 
ther, 

.js  to  the  ninnfion   fc 

.•at  1600  feet 
^o  be  the  c:. 

. 

)t  have  ge- 

h  is  the  nature  of  their  d  -hat 

,e  inheritance  of  lands:  the 

r    are    they  cq^. 
of  the  dccca' 

I   fon,  as  h< 

othc;  'pofed  of  by  the  fath  r   in 

the  c  ,  where  a  particular  cuftom 

vails, 
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vails,  called  Gavel-Kind  j  by  which,  if  the  father  dies 
inteftate,  all  his  children  divide  his  lands  equally 
among  them.  In  Germany,  as  you  know  all  lands 
that  are  not  fiefs  are  equally  divided  among  all  the 
children,  which  ruins  thofe  families  -,  but  all  male  fiefs 
of  the  empire  defcend  unalienably  to  the  next  male  heir, 
which  preferves  thofe  families.  In  France,  I  believe, 
defcents  vary  in  different  provinces. 

The  nature  of  marriage  contracts  deferves  inquiry. 
In  England,  the  general  pradice  is,  the  hufband  takes 
all  the  wife's  fortune  ;  and,  in  confideration  of  it,  fet- 
tles upon  her  a  proper  pin-money,  as  it  is  called  •,  that 
is,  an  annuity  during  his  life,  and  a  jointure  after  his 
death.  In  France,  it  is  not  fo,  particularly  at  Paris ; 
where  la  communaute  des  biens  is  eftablifhed.  Any  mar- 
ried woman  at  Paris  (if  you  are  acquainted  with  one) 
can  inform  you  of  all  thefe  particulars. 

Thefe,  and  other  things  of  the  fame  nature,  are  the 
ufeful  and  rational  objects  of  the  curiofity  of  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  bufinefs.  Could  they  only  be  attained  by 
laborious  refearches  in  folio  books,  and  worm-eaten 
manufcripts,  I  mould  not  wonder  at  a  young  fellow's 
being  ignorant  of  them  ;  but  as  they  are  the  frequent 
topics  of  converfation,  and  to  be  known  by  a  very  lit- 
tle degree  of  curiofity,  inquiry,  and  attention,  it  is  un- 
pardonable not  tq  know  them. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  fome  hints  only  for  your  in- 
quiries ;  FEtat  dc  la  France,  UAlamancb  Royal,  and 
twenty  other  fuch  fuperficJal  books,  will  furnifli  you 
with  a  thoufand  more.  ApprofonJ.; 

How  often,  and  how  juftly,  have  I  fince  regretted 
negligencies  of  this  kind  in  my  youth  !  and  how  often 
have  I  fince  been  at  great  trouble  to  learn  many  things, 
which  I  could  then  have  learned  without  any  !  Save 
yourfelfnow,  then,  I  beg  of  you,  that  regret  and  trou- 
ble 


2O4 

ble  ; 

•  nothiiv.  oroughly 

it. 

bret:.  ;blefome  to  thofe  of  whom  you  afk 

on  the  c,  :ent  to  t 

knowledge  -,    am 

iin  defirous  to  be  inform- 

of  the 

.ill   the  mo^.  icnt  the 

courts.     I  cai  Vc  the  murmurs  oft' 

the  poorncfs  of  the  fire-works,  by  which  they  thu' 
their  King  or  their  count;  nth, 

were  things  alw;r          I  \\  Kings 

:cy  oiiqht  to  be  magniik 

I  thank  you  fur  ;  in- 

to fend  me,  and  which  I  am  impatient  to  receive. 

1    inform 

yourfelf  what  the  Sorbonne  is,   by  wh< 
for  what  purj 

•ice  you  MC  very  well,  to 

time  en<- 
compan 

more  ufcful   to   \ou   •  «v  1 

me:;1  iiout 

;   long  a 
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LETTER       XLVIII. 

London,  January  the  6th,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  RECOMMENDED  to  you,  in  my  laft,  fome 
inquiries  into  the  conftitution  of  that  famous  fociety 
the  Sorbonne  •,  but  as  I  cannot  wholly  truft  to  the  dili- 
gence of  thofe  inquiries,  I  will  give  you  here  the  out- 
lines of  that  eftablifhment  j  which  may  porlibly  excite 
you  to  inform  yourfelf  of  particulars,  which  you  are 
more  a  portee  to  know  than  I  am. 

It  was  founded  by  Robert  de  Sorbon,  in  the  year 
1256,  for  fixteen  poor  fcholars  in  divinity;  four  of 
each  nation,  of  the  univerfity,  of  which  it  made  a  part  j 
fince  that  it  hath  been  much  extended  and  enriched, 
efpecially  by  the  liberality  and  pride  of  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu •,  who  made  it  a  magnificent  building,  for  fix-and- 
thirty  doctors  of  that  fociety  to  live  in ;  befides  which, 
there  are  fix  profefTors  and  fchools  for  divinity.  This 
fociety  hath  been  long  famous  for  theological  know- 
ledge, and  exercitations.  There  unintelligible  points 
are  debated  with  paflion,  though  they  can  never  be  de- 
termined by  reafon.  Logical  fubtildes  fet  common 
fenfe  at  defiance  ;  and  myflical  refinements  disfigure 
and  difguife  the  native  beauty  and  fimplicity  of 
true  natural  religion  ;  wild  imaginations  form  fyf- 
tems,  which  weak  minds  adopt  implicitly,  and  which 
fenfe  and  reafon  oppofe  in  vain  ;  their  voice  is  not 
ftrong  enough  to  be  heared  in  fchools  of  divinity. 
Political  views  are  by  no  means  neglected  in  thofe  fa- 
cred  places  -,  and  queflions  are  agitated  and  decided^ 
according  to  the  degree  of  regard,  or  rather  fubmifTi- 
on,  which  the  Sovereign  is  pleafed  to  mow  the  Church. 

Is 
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Is  the  King  a  flave  to  the  church,  though  a  tyrant  to 
the  laity,  the  lead  refinance  to  his  will  (hall  be  declared 
damnable  ?  But  if  he  will  not  acknowledge  the  fu; 
ority   of  their  fpiritual,  over  his  temporal,  nor  even 
admit  their  imperium  in  imperil),  whitl 
will  compound  for,  it   becomes  meritorious,  not  « 
to  refift,  but  to  depofc  him.     And  I  fuppofe,  rha 
bold  propofitions  in  the  Thefis  you  mention,  are  a  re- 
turn for  the  valuation  of  Us  liens  du  Clerge. 

I  would  advifc  you,  by  all  means,  to  attend  two  or 
three  of  their  public  disputations,  in  order  to  Iv 
formed  both  of  the  manner  and  the  fubftance  of  thofc 
fcholaftic  exercifes.  Pray  remember  to  go  to  all  thofe 
of  things.  Do  not  put  it  off,  as  one  is  too  apt 
to  do  thofe  things  which  one  knows  can  be  done  every 
day,  or  any  da\  ;  for  one  afterwards  repents  cxtreme- 

vhen  too  late,  the  not  having  done  them. 
But  there  is  another  (fo  called)  religious  fociety,  of 
which  the  minuted  circumftance  deferves  attention,  and 
furnifhes  great  matter  for  ufeful  reflections.    You  tafily 
guefs  that   I  mean  the  fociety  of  Ics  R.  R.  P.  P.   Je- 
tablifhed   but  in  the  year  1540,  by  a  Bull  of 
Vope  Paul  III.     Its  progrefs,  and    1  may  fay  its  victo- 
;  e  more  rapid  than  thofe  of  the   Romans  ;  for 
within  the  fame  t  ;rope  -,  and  in 

the  next  it  extended  it's  influence  over  the  whole  world. 
Its  founder  was  an  abandoned  profligate  Span ifh  officer, 
Ignatius  Loyola  ;  who  in  the  year  1521,  being  wound- 
in   the   leg  at  the  fiege  of  Pampelona,  went  mad 
from   the   fmart  of  his  wound,  the  reproaches  of  his 
confcicnce,  and  his  confinement,  during  which  he  read 
the  Lives  of  the  Saints.     Confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  a  fiery 
;^er,  and  a  uikl  imagination,  the  common  ingredi- 
ofenthuftafm,  made  this  madman  devote  himfelf 
to  the  particular  fervice  of  the  Virgin  Mary  \  whofe 

knight 
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knight  errant  he  declared  himfelf,  in  the  very  fame  form, 
in  which  the  old  knight  errants  in  romances  ufed  to  de- 
clare themfelves  the  knights  and  champions  of  certain 
beautiful  and  incomparable  princefles,  whom  fome- 
times  they  had,  but  oftener  had  not  feen.  For  Dul- 
cinea  del  Tobofo  was  by  no  means  the  firft  Princefs, 
whom  her  faithful  and  valourous  knight  had  never  feen 
in  his  life.  The  enthufiaft  went  to  the  Holy  Land, 
from  whence  he  returned  to  Spain,  where  he  began  to 
learn  Latin  and  Philofophy  at  three-and- thirty  years 
old,  fo  that  no  doubt  but  he  made  a  great  progrefs  in 
both.  The  better  to  carry  on  his  mad  and  wicked  de- 
figns,  he  chofe  four  Difciples,  or  rather  Apoftles,  all 
Spaniards,  viz.  Layne's,  Salmeron,  Bobadilla,  and 
Rodriguez.  He  then  compofed  the  rules  and  confti- 
tutions  of  his  order;  which,  in  the  year  1547,  was 
called  the  Order  of  Jefuits,  from  the  church  of  Jefus 
in  Rome,  which  was  given  them.  Ignatius  died  in 
1556,  aged  fixty-five,  thirty-five  years  after  his  conver- 
fion,  and  fixteen  years  after  the  eftabliihment  of  his  fo- 
ciety.  He  was  canonized  the  year  1 609,  and  is  doubt- 
lefs  now  a  faint  in  heaven. 

If  the  religious  and  moral  principles  of  this  fociety 
are  to  be  detefted,  as  they  juftly  are-,  the  wifdom  of 
their  political  principles  is  as  juftly  to  be  admired, 
Sufpected,  collectively  as  an  order,  of  the  greateft 
crimes,  and  convicted  of  many,  they  have  either  ef- 
caped  punimment,  or  triumphed  after  it ;  as  in  France, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  They  have,  directly  or  in- 
directly, governed  the  confciences  and  the  councils  of 
all  the  Catholic  Princes  in  Europe  :  they  almoft  go- 
verned China,  in  the  reign  of  Cang-ghi ;  and  they  are 
now  actually  in  poiTefTiori  of  the  Paraguay  in  America, 
pretending,  but  paying  no  obedience  to  the  crown  of 
Spain.  As  a  collective  body  they  are  detefted,  even 

by 
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all  the  Catholics,  not  excepting  the  clergy,  both  i 

lar    and   regular-,    and   \ 

Joved,  n-  ,   and  they  govern  wherever  they  are. 

Two  things,   I    believe,  chiefly  contribute    to   their 
fuca  .  il,    that   paflive,     implicit,  unlimited 

obedience   to  their   General    (who    always    refides   at 
Rome)  and  to  the  fuperiors  of  their  fever;1. 
poir.  im.      This  obedience  is  obfervcd  by  t 

all,  to  a  moft  aftonifliing  degree  -,  and,  I  believe,  there 

>  one  fociety  in  the  world,  of  which  fo  m; 
viduals  l  ate  intercfl  to  the  general  one 

of  the  Society  itfclf.      The  fecond  is,  the  education  of 
youth,  which  they  have  in  a  manner  ingrafted ;  there 
the\  give  the  firft,  and  the  firft  are  the  lafting  im: 
fions  :  thofe  imprclfions  are  alwa\s  calculated  to  b. 
vourable  to  the  fociety.     I   have  known  many  Catho- 
lics, educated   by   the  Jefuits,  who,  though  they    dc- 
tefted  the  fociety,   from   rc-afon    and  knov.  have 

vs  remained  attached  to  it,  from  habit  and  preju- 
dice. The  Jefuits  know,  better  than  any  fet  of  people 
in  the  world,  the  importance  of  the  art  of  pleating, 
and  fhidy  it  more :  they  become  all  things  to  all  men, 
in  order  to  gain,  not  a  few,  but  many.  In  Afia, 
Africa,  and  ccome  more  than  half  Pa- 

,  in  order  to  convert  the  Pagans  to  be  lefs  than 
half  Chriftians.     In  private  families  they  beg  i. 
fmuating  thcmfelves   as  friends,  they   grow  to  In 
vou rites,  and  they  end  direflors.     Their  manners  are 
not  like  thofe  of  any  other  regulars  in  the  world,  but 
gentle,    polite,    and    engaging.      They    are   all   < 

.:    particular  domination  to  which 

•in   to    have   a    natural    turn-,    for   \\hieh   rca- 

fon  i    moft    Jefuits    excel    in  fome    particular 

thing.       'I  hey   even    brc  :ome  for  martyrdom, 

in  cafe  of  need  -,  as  the  Supe/iur  of  a  Jtfuit  feminary 

at 
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at  Rome  told  Lord  Bolingbroke.  £  abbiamo  anche 
martiri  per  il  martirio,  ft  bifogna. 

Inform  youfelf  minutely  of  every  thing  concerning 
this  extraordinary  eftablifhment :  go  into  their  houfes, 
get  acquainted  with  individuals,  hear  ibme  of  them 
preach.  The  fineft  preacher  I  ever  heared  in  my  life 
is  le  Pere  Neufville,  who,  I  believe,  preaches  ftill  at 
Paris,  and  is  fo  much  in  the  beft  company,  that  you 
may  eafily  get  perfonally  acquainted  with  him. 

If  you  would  know  their  morale^  read  Pafchal's 
Lettres  Provinciales^  in  which  it  is  very  truly  difplayed 
from  their  own  writings. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  is  certain,  that  a  fociety,  of 
which  fo  little  good  is  faid,  and  fo  much  ill  believed, 
and  that  ftill,  not  only  fubfifts  but  flourimes,  muft  be  a 
very  able  one.  It  is  always  mentioned  as  a  proof  of 
the  fuperior  abilities  of  the  Cardinal  Richelieu,  that^ 
though  hated  by  all  the  nation,  and  ftill  more  by  his 
mafter,  he  kept  his  power  in  fpight  of  both. 

I  would  earneftly  wifh  you  to  dp  every  thing  now, 
which  I  wifh  that  I  had  done  at  you/  age,  and  did  not 
do.  Every  country  hath  its  peculiarities,  which  one  can 
be  much  better  informed  of  during  one's  refidence 
there,  than  by  reading  all  the  books  in  the  world  af- 
terwards. Wh3e  you  are  in  Catholic  countries,  inform 
yourfelf  of  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  that- 
tawdry  church  :  fee  their  convents  both  of  men  and 
women,  know  their  feveral  rules  and  orders,  attend 
their  moft  remarkable  ceremonies  ;  have  their  terms 
of  art  explained  to  you,  their  tierce^  fexte,  nones^  ma- 
tines,  vefres,  complies  •,  their  breviaires,  rofaires,  beures, 
chapekt^  agnus^  &V.  things  that  many  people  talk  of 
from  habit,  though  few  know  the  true  meaning  of  any 
one  of  them.  Converfe  with,  and  ftudy  the  characters 
of  fome  of  thofe  incarcerated  enthufiafts.  Frequent 
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fomi  ,    and    fee  the  air  and  r.  of  thofe 

>  are    a  dittincT:  nation  themfclves,  and  like 
no  ot 

I  u  tlcrday  with  Mrs.  F d,  her  mo- 

ther, and  hufband.     He  is  an  athletic  Hibernian,  1 
fome  in  his  perfon,  but  excefi:  ulgar 

r  and   manner.      She  inqi. 
.    I  thought,  with   intcreft.       1   ur.iv, -red   her 
mould  do.     Et  je  ; 

•I'OS  fou£. 

\V:  :th  any  Britifli  returning  • 

own  cou:  :id  me  by  them  any  little  / 

Adieu,  c: 

L  T     K     R  IX. 

London,  January  the  2jd,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAU    1  i 

HA  \  i  feen  the  new  tragedy  of  Varon^    and 

what   do  you  think  of  it?   Let  me  know,   for  I 
am  determined   to  form  m\   taflc  upon  yours.      I 
that  the  fitu  arc  well  brought 

the  cataftrophe  unex}  i  prizing,  but  the 

veri  -1C  it  is  the  fubjcd  of  all  the  con- 

.tions  a4 

judges  and  critics  of  all  fuch  ju-rtui  KMJX  con- 

hat  both  form  and  in 

arc   furcly    J  !   to  the  con- 

13   of  our   mixed   companies   here  -,    \\hkh,    if 

happen   to   ,  ill,   iiil-illibly 

cither  plcaling  or  inftru* 
I  take  the  reafon  of  this  to  ! 

rally  give  the  tone  to    the  converfation)  our  KngliHi 
women  are  not  near  fo  well  informed  and  cultivated  as 

the 
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the  French  •,  befides  that  they  are  naturally  more  fen 
ous  and  filent. 

I  could  wifh  that  there  were  a  treaty  made  between 
the  French  and  the  Englifh  theatres,  in  which  both 
parties  mould  make  confiderable  concerTions.  Tl  e 
Englifh  ought  to  give  up  their  notorious  violations  or 
all  the  unities  ;  and  all  their  maffacres,  racks,  dead 
bodies,  and  mangled  carcafes,  which  they  fo  frequently 
exhibit  upon  their  ftage.  The  French  fhould  engage 
to  have  more  action,  and  lefs  declamation  ;  and  not  to 
cram  and  crowd  things  together,  to  almoft  a  degree  of 
impoflibility,  from  a  too  fcrupulous  adherence  to  the 
unities.  The  Englim  mould  reftrain  the  licentioufnefs 
of  their  poets,  and  the  French  enlarge  the  liberty  of 
theirs:  their  poets  are  the  greateft  flaves  in  their 
country,  and  that  is  a  bold  word  ',  ours  are  the  moil 
tumultuous  fubjects  in  England,  and  that  is  faying  a 
good  deal.  Under  fuch  regulations,  one  might  hope 
to  fee  a  play,  in  which  one  mould  not  be  lulled  to  deep 
by  the  length  of  a  monotonical  declamation,  nor 
frightened  and  mocked  by  the  barbarity  of  the  action. 
The  unity  of  time  extended  occasionally  to  three  or 
four  days,  and  the  unity  of  place  broke  into,  as  far  as 
the  fame  ftreet,  or  fometimes  the  fame  town  -,  both 
which,  I  will  affirm,  are  as  probable,  as  four-and-twenty 
hours  and  the  fame  room. 

More  indulgence  too,  in  my  mind,  mould  be  mown, 
than  the  French  are  willing  to  allow,  to  bright  thoughts, 
and  to  fhining  images  •,  for  though,  I  confefs,  it  is  not 
very  natural  for  a  Hero  or  a  Princefs  to  fay  fine  things, 
in  all  the  violence  of  grief,  love,  rage,  &c.  yet,  I  can 
as  well  fuppofe  that,  as  I  can  that  they  mould  talk  to 
themfelves  for  half  an  hour ;  which  they  muft  necef- 
farily  do,  or  no  tragedy  could  be  carried  on,  unlefs  they 
had  recourfe  to  a  much  greater  abfurdity,  the  chorufies 
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of  the   ancients.     Tragedy  is  of  a  nature,  that    one 
muft   fee   it  egree  of  felf-deception  ;    we  muft 

lend  ourfelves,  a  little,  to  the  delufion  •,    and  I  am 
willing    to  carry  that  complaifance   fomething  farther 
than  the  French  do. 

Trn^eJ.v  muft  be  fomething  bigger  than  life,  or  it 
would  not  affect  us.  In  nature  the  molt  violent 
pafllons  are  filent ;  in  Tragedy  they  muft  fpeak, 
fpeak  with  dignity  too.  Hence  the  ncceflity  of  their 
r  written  in  verfe,  and,  unfortunately  for  the 
French,  from  the  weaknefs  of  their  language,  in  rhynatt. 
And  for  the  dime  rcafon,  Cato  the  Stoic,  expiring  at 
Utic  .  -s  mafculine  and  feminine,  at  Paris-,  and 

fetches  his  laft  breath  at  London,  in  moft  harmonious 
and  correct  blank  vei 

It  is  quite  otheruife  with  Comedy,  which  mould  be 
mere  common  life,  and  not  one  jot  bigger.  Every 
character  mould  fpeak  upon  the  ftage,  not  only  what  it 
would  utter  in  the  fituation  there  reprefented,  but  in 
the  fame  manner  in  which  it  would  exprefs  it.  For 
which  reafon,  I  cannot  allow  rhymes  in  Comedy,  unlcfs 
they  were  put  into  the  mouth,  and  came  out  of  the 
mouth  of  a  mad  poet.  But  it  is  impoflible  to  deceive 
one's  felf  enough  (nor  is  it  the  leaft  IK  ;n  Come- 

dy)    to    fuppofe   a    dull  rogue  o:  ;rer  cheat 

or  gros  Jean   blundering  in    the  fineft  rhymes  in  the 
world. 

I  for  Operas,   they  are  efler.tially  too  abfurd  and 

to    mention  :     1    look    upon    them    .. 
mag;  contrived  to  pi  cafe  ri  and  the 

at  the  expense  of  the  underftanding  •,    and  I  con! 
rhiming,   and  chiming  Heroes  and  Prim 
ofophcrs,  as  I  do  the  hills,  the  trees,  the  birds, 
and    the  beans,  who  amicably  joined   in  one  common 
country  dance,    to   the    irrefiftible  tune  of  Orph 

-never  I  go  to  an  Opera,  1   leave  my  fcnfe 

and 
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and  rcafon  at  the  door  with  my  half  guinea,  and  de- 
liver myfelf  up  to  mv  eyes  and  my  eais. 

Thus  I  have  made  you  my  poetical  confeffion,  in 
which  I  have  acknowledged  as  many  fins  againft  the 
eftablifhed  tafte  in  both  countries,  as  a  frank  heretic 
could  have  owned  againft  the  eftablifhed  church  in 
either;  but,  I  am  now  privileged  by  my  age  to  tafte 
and  think  for  myfelf,  and  not  to  care  what  other 
people  think  of  me  m  thofe  refpecls ;  an  advantage 
which  youth,  among  its  many  advantages,  hath  not. 
It  muft  occafionally  and  outwardly  conform,  to  a  certain 
degree,  to  eftablifhed  taftes,  fafhions,  and  decifions. 
A  young  man  may,  with  a  becoming  modeity,  difTent, 
in  private  companies,  from  public  opinions,  and  pre- 
judices :  but  he  muft  not  attack  them  with  warmth, 
nor  magifterially  fet  up  his  own  fentiments  againft 
them.  Endeavour  to  hear  and  know  all  opinions ; 
receive  them  with  complaifance  •,  form  your  own  with 
coolnefs,  and  give  it  with  modefty. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Lambert,  in 
which  he  requtfrs  me  to  ufe  rny  intereft  to  procure  him 
the  remittance  of  Mr.  Spencer's  money,  when  he  goes 
abroad  ;  and  aifo  defires  to  know  to  whofe  account  he 
is  to  place  the  poftage  of  my  letters.  I  do  not  trouble 
him  with  a  letter  in  anfwer,  fince  you  can  execute  the 
commiflion.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to  him,  and 
afTure  him,  that  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  procure  him  Mr. 
Spencer's  bufmefs-,  but  that  his  moft  effectual  way 
will  be  by  MefTrs.  Hoare,  who  are  Mr.  Spencer's 
caihiers,  and  who  will,  undoubtedly,  have  their  choice 
whom  they  will  give  him  his  credit  upon.  As  for  the 
poftage  of  the  letters,  your  purfe  and  mine  being 
pretty  near  the  fame,  do  you  pay  it,  over  and  above 
your  next  draught. 

Your  relations,  the  Princes  B  *****,  will  foon  be 
with  you  at  Paris ;  for  they  leave  London  this  week  : 

whenever 


whenever  v  be 

:ige  not  being  yet  familiar  enough 

,   there  fccms  to 
compror  tween     the   King    and   the    Partial; 

to  the  affairs   of  the   hoi 
their  the    hands    of  the 

and  t^em   in   Monfieur  d 

rlv  a 

e   of  th:  and   a   defeat  on  the 

for  it"  the  J'  da 

:wich  to  the  i  tieur 

(on  as  of  the  Archbifliop. 

I,     E     T     T 

London,  February  the  bth,  O.  S.    i 
MY 

YOUR  critidfm  of  Varon  is  ftriflly  jufr -,  but,  in 
trurh,     fevere.     You   1 

as   eagerly    as    I   do   for  a  !  lider 

things  in  the  worft  light,  to  fliow   your  {kill,  at  the  ex- 
C  of  your  plc.ifi;;  in  tlic  bell,  that 

i  mri  c  of 

my  judgment, 
faid  -,  /•';;/,  ////  Nor- 

\ 

,    in  the 
of  tt 

The  great  queftio 

: 

concerning  h--  !-,ow  fliali  t.hey  I 

the  truth  been  ex  ,    (who  alone  k; 

by 
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by  the  rack,  it  would  have  been  a  true  tragical  diwnte- 
rnent.  But  that  would  probably  not  have  done  with 
Varon^  who  is  reprefcnted  as  a  bold,  determined, 
wicked,  and  at  that  time  defperate  fellow  •,  for  he  was 
in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  whom  he  knew  could  not 
forgive  him,  with  common  prudence  or  fafety.  1  he 
rack  would  therefore  have  extorted  no  truth  from  him  ; 
but  he  would  have  died  enjoying  the  doubts  of  his 
enemies,  and  the  confufion  that  muft  necefTarily  attend 
thofe  doubts.  A  ftratagem  is  therefore  thought  of,  to 
difcovcr  what  force  and  terror  could  not;  and  the 
ftratagem  fuch  as  no  King  or  Minifier  would  difdain, 
to  get  at  an  important  difcovery.  If  you  call  that 
ftratagem  a  trick>  you  vilify  it,  and  make  it  comical  •, 
but  call  that  trick  a  ftratagem^  or  a  meafure?  and  you 
dignify  it  up  to  tragedy  :  fo  frequently  do  ridicule  or 
dignity  turn  upon  one  fingle  word.  It  is  commonly 
faid,  and  more  particularly  by  Lord  Shaftefbury,  that 
ridicule  is  the  beft  teft  of  truth  -,  for  that  it  will  not 
ftick  where  it  is  not  juft.  I  deny  it.  A  truth  learned 
•in  a  certain  light,  and  attacked  in  certain  words,  by 
men  of  wit  and  humour,  may,  and  often  doth,  become 
ridiculous,  at  leaft  fo  far,  that  the  truth  is  only  remem- 
bered and  repeated  for  the  fake  of  the  ridicule.  The 
overturn  of  Mary  of  Medicis  into  a  river,  where  (he 
was  half-drowned,  would  never  have  been  remembered, 
if  Madame  de  Vernueil,  who  faw  it,  had  not  faid,  La 
Rcine  boit.  Pleafure  or  malignity  often  gives  ridicule 
a  weight,  which  it  does  not  deferve.  The  verification, 
I  muft  confefs,  is  too  much  neglected,  and  too  often 
bad :  but,  upon  the  whole,  I  read  the  play  with 
pleafure. 

If  there  is  but  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  character  in 
your  new  comedy,  I  will  readily  compound  for  its  hav- 
ing little  or  no  plot.  I  chiefly  mind  dialogue  and 
.character  in  comedies.  Let  dull  critics  feed  upon  the 

carcafes 


ifca   of  plays  j    give  me  the  tafte  and  the  drelling. 
I  am  very  r  u   went    to  Verfulics,   to  fee 

ceremony  of  creating  the  Prince 

•jbt  but  that,  upon  this  oc- 
calion,  you    informed  yourfelf  thoroughly  of  the 

nd  rules  of  th.it  order.  did,  you  were 

told,    it  was  inftituted  by  Henry  III,    imme- 
diat  his  return,   or  rather  his  flight  fron 

:  took  the   hint  or*  it  at  Venice,  where  he  had 
original    manufcript    of  an  Order  of  the  St. 
Ji  had  been  inftituted  in  i 
;   of  Jerufaiem  and  Sicily. 
hu/b.ind  to  Jane,  Queen  of  Naples,  Counte!' 

was  under  the  protection  of  St. 

ri,    whofe    imnge   hung  tn  the    collar. 

Henry  III,  found  the  order  of  St.  Michael  proftituted 

degraded,   dun:  he    the; 

d  it  to  his  new  order  of  the  :  it,   and  gave 

,  both  together  :  n  every  knight  of 

-it   is   no  <l€S   Ordres  dk 

.  he  number  of  the  knights  ha  different, 

but  is  now  fixed  to  one  /.  'He  Sove- 

reign.     There  arc  many  off:  ;ie  ribbon 

^rder,  like  the  other  k  \  what  is  very 

thnt  thefe  officer  ;.fly  fell  their  cm- 

blue  ribbon 
ftill,  though  thi-  of    thofe   offices  wear  it 

you    will  have  been    a  grc  rice, 

you  fhould  'M!  of  all 

fhcll  fc:  to  that  country.     But  the 

hitlory  of  all  the  ordeis  of  all  a<  i«  well  worth 

your  knowledge  ;   the   fubjcd   o  1  one 

(hould  not   be  ignorant  of  iome  fuch 

happened  to  a  folid  Dane   n:  who, 

upjn  icvrin^  .  .  faid,  Notre  St.  Efprit 

chez 
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cbez  nous  feft  un  Elipbant.  Almoft  all  the  Princes  in 
Germany  have  their  Orders  too,  not  dated,  indeed, 
from  any  important  events,  or  directed  to  any  great 
objed  ;  but  becaufe  they  will  have  Orders,  to  fhow 
that  they  nw  j  as  fome  of  them,  who  have  the  jus 
cudcndce  monetce^  borrow  ten  /hillings  worth  of  gold  to 
coin  a  ducat.  However,  wherever  you  meet  with 
them,  inform  yourfelf,  and  minute  down  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  them  :  they  take  in  all  the  colours  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton's  prifms.  N.  B.  When  you  inquire 
about  them,  do  not  feem  to  laugh. 

I  thank  you  for  le  Mandement  de  Monfeigneur  L* 
Archeveque ;  it  is  very  well  drawn,  and  becoming  an 
Archbifliop.  But  pray  do  not  lofe  fight  of  a  much 
more  important  object,  I  mean  the  political  difputes 
between  the  King  and  the  Parliament,  and  the  King 
and  the  Clergy ;  they  feem  both  to  be  patching  up ; 
but  however,  get  the  whole  clue  to  them,  as  far  as  they 
have  gone. 

I  received  a  letter  yefterday  from  Madame  Mon- 
confeil,  who  afiures  me  you  have  gained  ground  du 
cote  des  mariieres^  and  that  fhe  looks  upon  you  to  be 
plus  qu^  a  moitie  chemin.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  this, 
becaufe,  if  you  are  got  above  half  way  of  your  journey, 
furely  you  will  fir.ifh  it,  and  not  faint  in  the  courfe. 
Why  do  you  think  I  have  this  affair  fo  extremely  at 
heart,  and  why  do  I  repeat  it  fo  often  ?  Is  it  for  }our 
fake,  or  for  mine  ?  You  can  immediately  anfwer  your- 
felf that  queftion ;  you  certainly  have,  I  cannot  poiTi- 
bly  have  any,  intereft  in  it:  if  then  you  v/iii  allow  me, 
as  I  believe  you  may,  to  be  a  judge  of  what  is  ufcful 
and  neceflary  to  you,  you  muft,  in  confequence,  be 
convinced  of  the  infinite  importance  of  a  point,  which 
I  take  fo  much  pains  to  inculcate. 

I  hear  that  the  new  Duke   o^  Orleans    a 
Monfuur  de  Mdfort,    and  I   believe,     pas  fans  raifon* 

having 


2i3     LOi 

. 
.   but  rather  r. 

his  fathei's  ra 

• 
hence  what  v. 

/i   in  all   \our  plans 

;y  the  c: 

I,    to  the  heart,  and  to  the  \\ 

i.kind,  b 

id  night,  or  good  morn 
the  time  you  mall  : .      From  yours. 

L  T     L     K        LI. 

Londor  ;he  14th,  O.  k 

MY  DI 

IN  a  month's  time,  I  believe,    I  /lull  have  the  plea- 
furc  of  fending  you,   a:  'lire 

iding,  a  work  of  Lord  i;  *  vo- 

lumes octave.  rtcrs 

into  i   to  determine, 

r  pleafe  mof* 
n  the  gr 

moft 

;liar  to  hin- '.  :'.,   if 

not  exceed  1, 
•her  writer  falls  fhortof  him.      I  woi. 

I   thin', 
memory 

0  their  Aumachs  with 
food  ; 
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food ;  and  bring  out  the  one,  and  bring  up  the  other, 
entirely  crude  and  undigefted.  You  will  find,  in  Lord 
Bolingbroke's  book,  an  infallible  fpecific  againft  that 
epidemical  complaint.  * 

I  remember  a  gentleman,  who  had  read  hiftory  in 
this  thoughtlefs  and  undiftinguifhing  manner,  and  who, 
having  travelled,  had  gone  through  the  Valteline.  He 
told  me  that  it  was  a  miferable  poor  country,  and 
therefore  it  was,  furely,  a  great  error  in  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, to  make  fuch  a  rout,  and  put  France  to  fo  much 
expence  about  it.  Had  my  friend  read  hiftory  as  he 
ought  to  have  done,  he  would  have  known,  that  the 
great  object  of  that  great  Minifter  was  to  reduce  the 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  i  and,  in  order  to  that, 
to  cut  ofF,  as  much  as  he  could,  the  communication 
between  the  feveral  parts  of  their  then  extenfive  domi- 
nions -,  which  reflections  would  have  juftified  the  Car- 
dinal to  him,  in  the  affair  of  the  Valteline.  But  it  was 
eafier  to  him  to  remember  fads,  than  to  combine  and 
reflect. 

One  obfervation,  I  hope,  you  will  make  in  reading 
hiftory  ;  for  it  is  an  obvious  and  a  true  one.  It  is, 
that  more  people  have  made  great  figures,  and  great 
fortunes  in  courts,  by  their  exterior  accomplimments, 
than  by  their  interior  qualifications.  Their  engaging 
addrefs,  the  politenefs  of  their  manners,  their  air,  their 
turn,  hath  almoft  always  paved  the  way  for  their  fuperior 
abilities,  if  they  have  fuch,  to  exert  themfelves.  They 
have  been  Favourites,  before  they  have  been  Minifters. 
In  courts,  an  univerfal  gentlenefs  and  douceur  dans  les 
manieres  is  moft  abfolutely  neceflary  :  an- offended  fool, 
or  a  flighted  valet  de  cbambre,  may,  very  poflibly,  do 

you 

*  We  cannot  but  obferve  with  pleafure,  that  at  this  time 
LordBoiingbroke's  Philofophical  works  had  not  appeared:  which 
accounts  for  Lord  Chefterfield's  recommending  to  his  Ton,  in  this 
as  well  as  in  fome. foregoing  paflagts,  the  ftudy  of  Lord  Bcling- 
broke's  writings. 
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you  more  hurt  at  court,  than  n  of  merit  can  do 

good.     Fools  and  I.  ilous 

of  their  dignity  -,  and  never  forget    nor    forp 

light.     On  the  other  han;!,  they  take 

ttention,  as  a  favour-,    remeri, 

and  acknowledge  it  :   this,  in  ;ng  them 

.p  ;    and   therefore   t:  --hbuyir. 

oe  himfclf,  who  is  rarely  the  (hining  genius  of  his 

court,  efteems  you  only  by  hearfay,   but  likes  you  by 

his  fenfes  •,    that  is,  from  your  air,  your  polttenefs,  and 

manner  of  addrefling  him  ;  of  which  alone  he  is 

1  :-.•;••:.  a  court  garment,  as  v. 
ding  garment,  without  which  you  will  not  be  \ 
That  garment  is  the  volt* ftitlto \    an  impofing  air,  an 
elegant  politenefs,  eafy  and  engaging  manners,  univcrfal 
attention,  an  infinuating  gentlenefs,    and  all  thofc 

quoi  that  compofe  the  Graces. 
I   am  this    moment  difagrr 

letter-,  not  from  you,  as  I  expected,  but  from  a  friend 
of  yours  at  Paris,  who  informs  me,  that  you  have  a 
fever,  which  confines  you  at  home.  Since  you  have  a 
fever,  I  am  glad  \ou  have  prudence  enough,  with  it,  to 
at  home,  and  take  care  of  yourfelf ;  a  little  more 

Vour 

bloo  hot  ;    a: 

rally  make   a  great  deal,  r  good  ftomach,    and 

i  digcftion  •,  you  ,   at- 

cool   it,   frc-  cntle 

or  by  a  very  low  diet,  for  s  to- 

gether, if  you  would  avoid  fevers.     I  on,   who 

was  a  very  great  phyfician,  in  both  fenfes  of  the  word, 
hath   thi  im  in  his  Eflay   upon  Health,  Nibil 

mag.*  ••(item  Inlnu*  /w- 

'?i  he  meanr  -nplc  uncom- 

poundcd  purgatives,    which  c  ',y  can  adminifter 

cmfclvcs-,  fuch  as   :  ,    ftewed  prunes  and 

fcnna, 
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lenna,  chewing  a  little  rhubarb,  or  diflblving  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  manna  in  fair  water,  with  the  juice  of 
half  a  lemon  to  make  it  palatable.  Such  gentle  and 
unconfining  evacuations  would  certainly  prevent  thofe 
feverifh  attacks,  to  which  every  body  at  your  age  is 
fubjcct. 

By  the  way  I  do  defire,  and  infill,  that  whenever, 
from  any  indifpofition,  you  are  not  able  to  write  to  me 
upon  the  fixed  days,  that  Chriftian  mall ;  and  give  me 
a  true  account  how  you  are.  I  do  not  expect  from  him 
the  Ciceronian  epiftolary  ftile ;  but  I  will  content  my. 
felf  with  the  Swifs  fimplicity  and  truth. 

I  hope  you  extend  your  acquaintance  at  Paris,  and 
frequent  variety  of  com  panics ;  the  only  way  of  know- 
ing the  world  :  every  fet  of  company  differs  in  fome 
particulars  from  another ;  and  a  man  of  bufinefs  muft, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  life,  have  to  do  with  all  forts.  It 
is  a  very  great  advantage  to  know  the  languages  of  the 
feveral  countries  one  travels  in ;  and  different  compa- 
nies may,  in  fume  degree,  be  confidered  as  different 
countries :  each  hath  its  diftin&ive  language,  cuiloms, 
and  manners  :  know  them  all,  and  you  will  wonder  at 
none.  Adieu,  child.  Take  care  of  your  health  ;  there 
are  no  pleafures  without  it. 

LETTER       LII. 

London,  February  the  2Oth,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IN  all  fyftems  whatfoever,  whether  of  religion,  go- 
vernment, morals,  &c.  perfection  is  the  object  al- 
ways propofed,  though  pofiibly  unattainable  ±  hitherto 
at  leaft,  certainly  unattained.  However,  thofe  who 
aim  carefully  at  the  mark  itfelf,  will  unqueftionably 
come  nearer  it,  than  thofe  who  from  defpair,  negli- 
gence, or  indolence,  leave  to  chance  the  work  of  (kill. 

This 


This  maxim  holds  equally  true  in  commo:  lioCc 

who  aim  at   ;  :i   will  come  infinitelv    nearer 

than  thofe  defponding,  or  indolent  fpirits,   who  fooliflv 
Jy  fay  to  themfelves,  nobody  is  jv 
unattainable  •,  to  attempt  it  is  chimerical  •,   I  (I. 

;is  others  •,  why  then  fliould  I   give  mvielf  trouble 
to  be  \vhat   1  never  can,  and  what,  acco: 
common  courfc  of  things,  1  need  not  be,  ptrjc 

I  ii :  that  i  need  not  point  out   to  you  the 

;md  the  tolls  of  this   rationing,  if  it  dtfei 
the  name  of  ; 

a  flop  to  the  exertion  of  any  one  of  our  faculties.     On 
the  contrary,  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit  fays  to  himfelf, 
Though  the   point  of  perfection  may  (confidering  the 
imperfection  of  our  nature)   be  unattainable,   r 
m\  endeavours,  my  attention,  fhall  not  be  wanting  to 
get  as  near  it  as  I  can.      1  will  approach  it  evi 
poflibl)  1  may  arrive  at  it  at  laft  •,  at  lead,  (what  1  am 
fure  is  in  my  own  power)  I  \\ill  not  be  distanced.    M 
fools  (fpeak;:  ay  to  me,   What  !    would  you 

have  hin  r  ?   I   anlwer,  Why   not?   What  hurt 

would  it  do  him  or  me?  O  but  that  is  impollible,  fay 
they.     I  reply,  I  am  not  fure  of  tl.  <>n  in  the 

abftract,   I  admit  to  be  ui  !e  •,   but  what  is  < 

monly  called  perfection  in  a  character,  1  maintain  to  be 
attai;  'hat,   but  in  every  man's  pow- 

er.     Me  hath,    continue   they,    a  good  head,  a  good 

ledge,  which  will  increafe 

dailv,  what  would    you   have  more?     \VhM    1   would 
•.".ing  more  that  can   adorn  and  compi 
Will  it    do   his  head,     \\  ,    or  his 

any  harm,   to    have   the  utmoft  delicacy  of 
it  mining    advan1  ad- 

attentions,  and  the  moil  en- 
liut    as   he   is,  fay   they,  he  is  loved 
..-.own.     I  am   very  glad  of  it,  fa_ 

but 
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but  I  would  have  him  be  liked  before  he  is  known,  and 
loved  afterwards.  I  would  have  him,  by  his  firft  abord 
and  addrefs,  make  people  wifh  to  know  him,  and  in- 
clined to  love  him  :  he  will  fave  a  great  deal  of  time  by 
it.  Indeed,  reply  they,  you  are  too  nice,  too  exact, 
and  lay  too  much  ftrefs  upon  things  that  are  cf 
very  little  confequence.  Indeed,  rejoin  I,  you 
know  very  little  of  the  nature  of  mankind,  if  you 
take  thofe  things  to  be  of  little  confequence:  one  can- 
not be  too  attentive  to  them  \  it  is  they  that  always 
engage  the  heart,  of  which  the  underftanding  is  com- 
monly the  bubble.  And  I  would  much  rather  that  he 
erred  in  a  point  of  grammar,  of  hiftory,  of  philofophy, 
&c.  than  in  a  point  of  manners  and  addrefs.  But  con- 
fider,  he  is  very  young  j  all  this  will  come  in  time. 
I  hope  fo  ;  but  that  time  muft  be  while  he  is  young,  or 
it  will  never  be  at  all  :  the  right  pit  muft  be  taken, 
young,  or  it  will  never  be  eafy,  nor  feem  natural. 
Come,  come,  fay  they  (fubftituting,  as  is  frequently 
done,  afTertion  inftead  of  argument)  depend  upon  it  he 
will  do  very  well  -,  and  you  have  a  great  deal  of  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied  with  him.  I  hope  and  believe  he  will  do 
well,  but  I  would  have  him  do  better  than  well.  I  am 
very  well  pleafed  with  him,  but  I  would  be  more,  I 
would  be  proud  of  him.  I  would  have  him  have  luf- 
tre  as  well  as  weight.  Did  you  ever  know  any  body 
that  re-united  all  thefe  talents  ?  Yes  I  did,  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  joined  all  the  politenefs,  the  manners,  and 
the  graces  of  a  courtier,  to  the  folidity  of  a  ftatefman, 
and  to  the  learning  of  a  pedant.  He  was  cmnis  homo  ; 
and  pray  what  mould  hinder  my  boy  from  being  fo 
too,  if  he  hath,  as  I  think  he  hath,  all  the  other  qua- 
lifications that  you  allow  him  ?  Nothing  can  hinder 
him,  but  neglect  of,  or  inattention  to,  thofe  objects, 
which  his  own  good  fcnfe  muft  tell  him  are  of  infinite 

confequence 
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confequence  to  him,  and  which  therefore  I  will  not  fup- 
pote  him  of  either  neglecting  or  dcfpifmg. 

lis  (to  tell  you  the  whole  truth)  is  the  refult  of  a 
controverfy  that  palled  ycfterday,  between 
vey  and  myfclf,  upon  your  fubject,  and   almoft  in  the 
very  words.     I  fubmit  the  decifion   of  it  to  youi 
let  your  own  good   fenfe  determine  it,  and  nuke  you 
act    in  confequence    of  that  determination.     Thu 
ceipt  to  make  this  compofition  is  fhort  and  infallible  ; 
here  I  give  it  you. 

Take  of  the  beft  company,  where 

are-,  be  minutely  attentive  to  every  word  and  action; 
,te  refpectively  thofe  whom  you  obferve  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhcd  and  confidered  for  any  one  accomplifhment  •, 
I  mix  all  the-  M!   accomplilhments  together, 

and  ferve  them  up  yourfelf  to  others. 

I  hope  your  fair,  or  rather  your  brown  American  is 
\voll.  I  hear  that  ihe  makes  very  handfome  prei 
if  me  is  not  fo  herfclf.  I  am  told,  there  arc  people  at 
Paris  who  expect,  from  this  fecret  connection,  to  fee, 
in  time,  a  volume  of  letters,  fuperior  to  Madame  dc 
:Hgny's  Peruvian  ones  :  1  lay  in  my  claim  to  one 
of  the  firft  copies. 

*  hath  been   acted  twice,  with  mod 
univ  Miight   is  his  third   night,  and  1 

am  going  to  it.      I  did  not  think  it  would  have 
ed  fo  well,  confuiering  how  long   our  Britifti  audiences 
have  been  accuftomcd  to  murder,  racks,  and  jnnfun,  in 
every  tra  ut  it  affected  the  heart  fo  much,  that 

it  triump.'.eJ  over  habit  at.  \!1  the  women 

.i  the  men    were  moved.     The  prologue, 
\\  is  a  ver\  good  one.  intirely  by   ' 

I 'he   epilogue  is    oKl   Gibber's;   but  corrected, 
though  not  enough,  by  J  He  will  get  a  great 

..-jgenla. 
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deal  of  money  by  it ;  and,  confequently,  be  better  able 
to  lend  you  fix-pence,  upon  any  emergency. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  I  find,  by  the  news-papers, 
has  not  carried  its  point,  concerning  the  hofpitals  ; 
and,  though  the  King  hath  given  up  the  Archbifhop, 
yet,  as  he  has  put  them  under  the  management  and  di- 
reclion  du  Grand  Confeil,  the  Parliament  is  equally  out 
of  the  queftion.  This  will  natural^  put  you  upon  in- 
quiring into  the  Conftitution  of  the  Grand  ConfeiL 
You  will,  doubtlefs,  inform  yourfelf,  who  it  is  compo- 
fed  of,  what  things  are  de  fon  reffort^  whether  or  not 
there  lies  an  appeal  from  thence  to  any  other  place; 
and  of  all  other  particulars,  that  may  give  you  a  clear 
notion  of  this  aflembly.  There  are  alfo  three  or  four 
other  Confeils  in  France,  of  which  you  ought  to  know 
the  conftitution,  and  the  objects :  I  dare  fay  you  do 
know  them  already,  but  if  you  do  not,  lofe  no  time  in 
informing  yourfelf.  Thefe  things,  as  I  have  often  told 
you,  are  beft  learned  in  various  Prench  companies  ; 
but  in  no  Englifh  ones  ;  for  none  of  our  countrymen 
trouble  their  heads  about  them.  To  ufe  a  very  trite 
image,  colled,  like  the  bee,  your  ftore  from  every 
quarter.  In  fome  companies  (parmi  les  fermiers  gene- 
raux  nommemcnt)  you  may,  by  proper  inquiries,  get  a 
general  knowledge  at  leaft  of  les  affaires  de  finances. 
When  you  are  with  des  gens  de  robey  fuck  them  with 
regard  to  the  conftitution,  and  civil  government,  and 
ftc  de  cateris.  This  mows  you  the  advantage  of  keep- 
ing n  great  deal  of  different  French  company  ;  an  ad- 
vantage much  fuperior  to  any  that  you  can  poflibly  re- 
ceive from  loitering  and  fauntering  away  evenings  in 
any  Englifh  company  at  Paris,  not  even  excepting 
Lord  A  *  *  *  *'s.  Love  of  eafe,  and  fear  of  re- 
itraint,  (to  both  which  I  doubt  you  are,  for  a  young 
fellow,  too  much  addicted)  may  invite  you  among 
your  countrymen  ;  but  pray  withftand  thofe  mean 

VOL.  II.  .   Q  temptations. 
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temptations,  ft  prenczfur  vou^  forth  being  in 

thoil-  ;i   inform  \v 

and  u 

months  to  continue  a' 

get  into  every    houfe  there, 

thing  and  every  bod)  there  -f 
that,  ou  leave  it  for  other  \y  be 

'ieu. 
L     1.      1  U        UII. 

London,  March  the  .id,  O.  S.    i 

WI  i ,  :OU  I'S  are  you  in  Ariofto  ?  Or  have 

you  gone  through  that  mort:  ingenious  contex- 
ture of  truth  and   lies,  of  fcrious  an;  gant,  of 
knights  errant,  magicians,  and  all  that  va: 
which  he  announces  in  the  beginning  of  his  poem  : 
Le  "Donne i  i  Caijal'icr^  1' 
Le  corteftey  Ua:                             ;nto. 
;n  by  no  means  fure                               :  fupcrio; 
^on,   or  excelled  more  in  defer  >fto. 

'iis,  tha; 

dcfcription  ot  ::iorc 

ingeniously  extravagant,    than  th- 
moon  for  Orlando's  loft  v.  of  other 

. 

ntion,   not  only  as  an  in: 
mrce  of  all  modern  talcs,  no 

:iorphofis  was  o: 
onen  nt    when   you   1. 

'It  to  yo;. 
i     Talu/      G 

'h  grcai 

when 
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when  you  have  read  thofe  three  authors,  you  will,  in 
my  opinion,  have  read  all  the  works  of  invention,  that 
are  worth  reading,  in  that  language ;  though  the  Ita- 
lians would  be  very  angry  at  me  for  faying  fo. 

A  gentleman  fhould  know  thofe  which  1  call  clatfical 
works,  in  every  language;  fuch  as  Boileau,  Corneille, 
Racine,  Moliere,  &c.  in  French;  Milton,  Dryden, 
Pope,  Swift,  &c.  in  Englifli ;  and  the  three  authors 
above-mentioned  in  Italian :  whether  you  have  any 
fuch  in  German,  I  am  not  quite  fure,  nor,  indeed,  am 
I  inquifitive.  Thefe  fort  of  books  adorn  the  mind, 
improve  the  fancy,  are  frequently  alluded  to  by,  and 
are  often  the  fubjecls  of,  converfations  of  the  beft  com- 
panies'. As  you  have  languages  to  read,  and  memory 
to  retain  them,  the  knowledge  of  them  is  very  well 
worth  the  little  pains  it  will  coft  you,  and  will  enable 
you  to  mine  in  company.  It  is  not  pedantic  to  quote 
and  allude  to  them,  which  it  would  be  with  regard  to 
the  ancients. 

Among  the  many  advantages  which  you  have  had 
in  your  education,  I  do  not  confider  your  knowledge 
of  feveral  languages  as  the  leaft.  You  need  not  truth 
to  tranflations ;  you  can  go  to  the  fource :  you  can 
both  converfe  and  negociate  with  people  of  all  nations* 
upon  equal  terms  i  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  of  a 
man,  who  converfes  or  negociates  in  a  language  which 
thofe  with  whom  he  hath  to  do  know  much  better  than 
himfelf.  In  bufinefs,  a  great  deal  may  depend  upon  the 
force  and  extent  of  one  word ;  and  in  converfation,  a 
moderate  thought  may  gain,  or  a  good  one  lofe,  by 
the  propriety  or  impropriety,  the  elegancy  or  inelegan- 
cy,  of  one  (ingle  word.  As  therefore  you  now  know  four 
modern  languages  well,  I  would  have  you  ftudy  (and, 
by  the  way,  it  will  be  very  little  trouble  to  you)  to 
know  them  correctly,  accurately,  and  delicately.  Read 
fome  little  books  that  treat  of  them,  and  afk  queftions 
Q^  2  concerning 
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concerning  their  delicacies,  of  thofe  who  are  able  to 
anfwer  you.      As  for  inftance,  fhould  1   fay  in  French, 

ire  qut  jt  voits  ai  ecrit,  or,  la  lettre  que  je  vous  ai 
ecrite  P  in  which,  1  think,  the  French  differ  among 
themfelves.  There  is  a  fhort  French  grammar,  by 
the  Port  Royal,  and  another  by  Pere  Buffier,  both 

:i  are  worth  your  reading-,  as  is  alfo  a  little  book 
called,  IcsJynonimcsFranfoit.  There  are  books  of  that 
kind  upon  the  Italian  language,  into  fome  of  which  I 
would  advife  you  to  dip  :  poflibly  the  German  lan- 
guage may  have  fomething  of  the  fame  fort  \  and  fmcc 
you  already  fpeak  it,  the  more  properly  you  fpeak 
it  the  better  :  one  would,  I  think,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  do  all  one  does,  corredly  and  elegantly.  It 
is  extremely  engaging,  to  people  of  every  nation, 
to  meet  with  a  foreigner  who  hath  taken  j 
enough  to  fpeak  their  language  correctly  :  it  flatters 
that  local  and  national  pride  and  prejudice,  of  which 
every  body  hath  fome  fhare. 

i  ugenia,  which   1   will   fend  you,  pleafed 
moft  people  of  good  tafte  here  :  the  boxes  were  crowd- 
ed till  the  fixth   night;  when  the  pit  and  gal! 
totally  deferred,  and  it    was  dropped.      1  > 
out  death,  was  not  fufficient  to  affect  a  true  Britifh  au- 
dience,   fo   long   accuftomed  to  daggers, 
bowls  of  poifon  \  contrary  to  Horace's   rule,    they  de- 
fire  to  fee  Medea  murther  her  children  upon  the  ftage. 
fcntiments    were    too    delicate    to  .move    them ; 
and    their    hearts  are   to  be    taken  by  ftorm,  not    by 
parley. 

I  lave  you  got  the  things,  which  were  taken  from 
you  at  Calais,  reftored  ?  and  among  them,  the  little 
packet,  which  my  fitter  gave  you  for  Sir  (  hailc-s 
tham  ?  In  this  cafe,  have  you  forwarded  it  to  him  r 
If  you  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity,  you  will  have 
one  foon  -,  which  I  defire  you  will  not  omit :  it  is  by 

Monficur 
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Monfieur  D'Aillon,  whom  you  will  fee  in  a  few  days  at 
Paris,  in  his  way  to  Geneva  -y  where  Sir  Charles  now 
is,  and  will  remain  fome  time.  Adieu. 


LETTER       LIV. 

London,  March  the  5th,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AS  I  have  received  no  letter  from  you  by  the 
ufual  poft,  I  am  uneafy  upon  account  of  your 
health :  for,  had  you  been  well,  I  am  fure  you  would 
have  written,  according  to  your  engagement,  and  my 
requisition.  You  have  not  the  leaft  notion  of  any  care 
of  your  health  ;  but,  though  I  would  not  have  you  be 
a  valetudinarian,  1  muft  tell  you,  that  the  beft  and 
moft  robuft  health  requires  fome  degree  of  attention  to 
preferve.  Young  fellows,  thinking  they  have  fo  much 
health  and  time  before  them,  are  very  apt  to  neglect  or 
Javifli  both,  and  beggar  themfelves  before  they  are 
aware :  whereas  a  prudent  oeconomy  in  both,  would 
make  them  rich  indeed ;  and  that  fo  far  from  breaking 
in  upon  their  pleafures,  that  it  would  impiove,  and  al- 
moft  perpetuate  them.  Be  you  wifer;  and,  before  it 
is  too  late,  manage  both  with  care  and  frugality  -,  and 
lay  out  neither,  but  upon  good  intereft  and  fecurity. 

I  will  now  confine  myfeif  to  the  employment  of  your 
time,  which,  though  I  have  often  touched  upon  for- 
merly, is  a  fubject  that,  from  its  importance,  will  bear 
repetition.  You  have,  it  is  true,  a  great  deal  of  time 
before  you  j  but,  in  this  period  of  your  life,  one 
hour  ufefully  employed  may  be  worth  more  than  four- 
and-twenty  hereafter ;  a  minute  is  precious  to  you  :jow, 
whole  days  may  poflibly  not  be  fo  forty  years  hence. 

Whatever 
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10US 

j  company  and  :• 
c  of  the  ir  chief  ( 

•ok,  and  that  a  good  one, 
:  lied  it:  and  do  not  difti  .  i^iind 

matters   at  the  fame   time.      In  this  1 

rind  Puf- 
1S  Genii;  e   hand. 

:-.iarters  of  her.  iks  of  in 

tion,  wit,   and  humour,  of  (he  b 
cither  an, 

>   it   the    full    mo- 

Bufinefs  mu(\  i; 

:  muft  nc 
lix  v  .til,  "  at  a  more 

The  mc>it  convenient  ll-a4,' 
nil}-,     bur    \\\h\  .  ulincls,    in   fome 

lijuaihi:  "i  the   wrong 

mproper 

M 
thing  like  it  •,  th:  might  ji.i 

ur  guard 

ilc  profi.  i^lace 

cither  t!  i  lively  \ 

fchool  • 

: 
fome  decent  objecl  of  gallantry  in  view  at  fome  pl.r 

frequent 
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frequent  others,  where  people  of  wit  and  tafte  aflem- 
ble ;  get  into  others,  where  people  of  fuperior  rank 
and  dignity  command  refpect  and  attention  from  the 
reft  of  the  company ;  but  pray  frequent  no  neutral 
places,  from  mere  idlcnefs  and  indolence.  Nothing 
forms  a  young  man  fo  much  as  being  ufed  to  keep  re- 
fpectable  and  fuperior  company,  where  a  conftant  re- 
gard and  attention  is  necefTary.  It  is  true,  this  is  at 
firft  a  difagreeable  ftate  of  reftraint ;  but  it  foon  grows 
habitual,  and  confequently  eafy  ;  and  you  are  amply 
paid  for  it,  by  the  improvement  you  make,  and  the 
credit  it  gives  you.  What  you  faid  fome  time  ago  was 
very  true,  concerning  Ic  Palais  Royal-,  to  one  of  your 
age  the  fltuation  is  difagreeable  enough ;  you  cannot 
expect  to  be  much  taken  notice  of:  but  all  that  time 
you  can  take  notice  of  others  ;  obferve  their  manners, 
decypher  their  characters,  and  infenfibly  you  will  be- 
come one  of  the  company. 

All  this  I  went  through  myfelf,  when  I  was  of  your 
age.  I  have  fate  hours  in  company,  without  being 
taken  the  leaft  notice  of:  but  then  I  took  notice  of 
them,  and  learned,  in  their  company,  how  to  behave 
myfelf  better  in  the  next,  till  by  degrees  I  became  part 
of  the  beft  companies  myfelf.  But  I  took  great  care 
not  to  lavifh  away  my  time  in  thofe  companies,  where 
there  were  neither  quick  pleafures,  nor  ufeful  improve- 
ments to  be  expected. 

Sloth,  indolence,  and  molleffe  are  pernicious  and  un- 
becoming a  young  fellow ;  let  them  be  your  reffource 
forty  years  hence  at  fooneft.  Determine,  at  all  events, 
and  however  difagreeable  it  may  be  to  you  in  fome  re- 
fpects,  and  for  fome  time,  to  keep  the  moil  diftinguifli- 
ed  and  fafhionable  company  of  the  place  you  are  at, 
either  for  their  rank,  or  for  their  learning,  or  le  bet  ef- 
prit  et  le  gout.  This  gives  you  credentials  to  the  beil 

companies, 
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companies,  wherever  YOU  go  afterwards.  herefore, 

no  indolence,  no  lazincTs  •,  but  employ    every  minute 
of  your  life  i:.  lures,  or  ufcful  empK 

i-felf  to  fome  woman  of  famion  and  be.; 
r  you  arc,  and  try  how  far  that  will  go.      If  the 
place  be  not  fecured  beforehand,  and  garrifoncd,   nine 
times  in  ten  you   will  take  it.     By  attentions  an,: 
fpect,  you  may  always  get  into  the  highcft  company  -, 
and  by  fome  admiration  and  applaufe,  whether  merited 
or  not,  you  may  be  fure  of  being  welcome  among  Us 
.>;/;  et  les  beaux  c  -j  but  thefe  three 

forts  of  company  for  a  >oung  fellow-,  there  being  nei- 
ther pleafure  nor  profit  in  any  other. 

My  uneafincfs  with  regard  to  your  health  is  this  mo- 
ment removed  by  your  letter  or  the  8th,  N.  S.  which, 
by  what  accident  I  do  not  know,  I  did  not  receive  be- 
fore. 

I  long  to  read  Voltaire's  Rome  Sau-i\-r\  which,  by 
the  very  faults  that  your  fevere  critics  find  with  it,  I 
arn  fure  I  /hall  like  -,  for  I  will  at  any  time,  give  up  n 
good  deal  of  regularity  for  a  great  deal  of  brlllan'  ;  and 
for  the  bfillant,  furely  nobody  is  equal  to  Volt.. 
Catiline's  confpiracy  is  an  unhappy  fubjecl:  for  a  ti 
dy  ;  it  is  too  fingle,  and  gives  no  opportunity  to  the 
poet  to  excite  any  of  the  tender  paflions  j  the  whole  is 
one  intended  act  of  horror.  Crcbillon  was  fenfiblc  of 
this  defect,  and  to  create  another  intcreft,  moil  abfurd- 
ly  made  Catiline  in  love  with  Cicero's  daughter,  and 
her  with  him. 

ni  very  glad  that  you  went  to  Verfailles,  and  dined 
nfieur  de  St.  Conteft.     That   is  company  to 
learn    Us    bonnes    manures    in  -,  aod  it  feems  you  had 
bons    morfcaux    into    the  I,       Though    you 

no  part  of  the  Kini;  of  France's  converfation  with 
the  foreign  minifters,  and  probably  not  much  enter- 
tained with  it  •,  do  you  think  that  it  is  not  very  ufeful 

to 
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to  you  to  hear  it,  and  to  obferve  the  turn  and  manners 
of  people  of  that  fort  ?  It  is  extremely  ufeful  to  know 
it  well.  The  fame  in  the  next  rank  of  people,  fuch  as 
minifters  of  ftate,  &f  c.  in  whofe  company,  though  you 
cannot  yet,  at  your  age,  bear  a  part,  and  confequently 
be  diverted,  you  will  obferve  and  learn,  what  hereafter 
it  may  be  neceflary  for  you  to  act. 

Tell  Sir  John  Lambert,  that  I  have  this  day  fixed 
Mr.  Spencer's  having  his  credit  upon  him ;  Mr.  Hoare 
had  alfo  recommended  him.  I  believe  Mr.  Spencer 
will  fet  out  next  month  for  fome  place  in  France,  but 
not  Paris.  I  am  fure  he  wants  a  great  deal  of  France, 
for  at  prefent  he  is  moft  entirely  Englifh ;  and  you 
know  very  well  what  I  think  of  that.  And  fo  we  bid 
you  heartily  good  night. 


LETTER      LV. 

London,  March  the  i6th,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

HO  W  do  you  go  on  with  the  moft  ufeful  and  moft 
neceflary  of  all  ftudies,  the  ftudy  of  the  world  ? 
Do  you  find  that  you  gain  knowledge  ?  And  does  your 
daily  experience  at  once  extend  and  demonftrate  your 
improvement  ?  You  will  poflibly  afk  me  how  you  can 
judge  of  that  yourfelf.  I  will  tell  you  a  fure  way  of 
knowing.  Examine  yourfelf,  and  fee  whether  your 
notions  of  the  world  are  changed,  by  experience,  from 
what  they  were  two  years  ago  in  theory  ;  for  that  alone 
is  one  favourable  fymptom  of  improvement.  At  that 
age  (I  remember  it  in  m}felf)  every  notion  that  one 
forms  is  erroneous ;  one  hath  feen  few  models,  and 
thofe  none  of  the  beft,  to  form  one's-felf  upon.  One 

thinks 
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thinks  that  c  :g  is  to   be  carried 

art  is  mcannefs,  an  and 

complaifance  :(i!laninii' 

-.cfs,  to  the  i 
who  <*r  be  un  \   as  Ion 

.,   \vitli   a  litt! 

men  i  ome 

to  he  a  1 

,   they   difcover,  that  plain   i 
c  times  in   ten,   the  fetn 
:he  triumph  of  the  heart  : 
and,  confeqii  :mes 

n  to  the   conqueror,  not   to   the   cor 
conquerors,  you  know,   mult  be  applied  to  in  the  . 
tied,  the  mod  engaging,  and  the  ; 
ner.      Have  you  r  very  woman  is  in! 
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commonly  compofed)  demands  fome  experience,  great 
obfervatiotT,  and  minute  attention.  In  the  fame  cafes 
moft  people  do  the  fame  things,  but  with  this  material 
difference,  upon  which  the  fuccefs  commonly  turns,  — 
A  man  who  hath  ftudied  the  world  knows  when  to 
time,  and  where  to  place  them  ;  he  hath  analyfed  the 
characters  he  applies  to,  and  adapted  his  addrefs  and 
his  arguments  to  them  :  but  a  man,  of  what  is  called 
plain  good  fenfe,  who  hath  only  rcafoned  by  himfelf, 
and  not  acted  with  mankind,  mif-times,  mif-places, 
runs  precipitately  and  bluntly  at  the  mark,  and  falls 
upon  his  nofe  in  the  way.  In  the  common  manners 
of  focial  life,  every  man  of  common  fenfe  hath  the 
rudiments,  the  ABC  of  civility ;  the  means  not  to 
offend ;  and  even  wifhes  to  pleafe  :  and,  if  he  hath 
any  real  merit,  will  be  received  and  tolerated  in  good 
company.  But  that  is  far  from  being  enough;  for 
though  he  may  be  received,  he  will  never  be  defired ; 
though  he  does  not  offend,  he  will  never  be  loved,  but 
like  fome  little,  insignificant,  neutral  power,  furrounded 
by  great  ones,  he  will  neither  be  feared  nor  courted  by 
any  ;  but,  by  turns,  invaded  by  all,  whenever  it  is  their 
intereft.  A  moft  contemptible  fltuation  !  Whereas,  a 
man  who  hath  carefully  attended  to,  and  experienced, 
the  various  workings  of  the  heart,  and  the  artifices  of 
the  head  ;  and  who,  by  one  fhade,  can  trace  'the  pro- 
grefiion  of  the  whole  colour  •,  who  can,  at  the  proper 
times,  employ  all  the  feveral  means  of  perfuading  the 
undemanding,  and  engaging  the  heart ;  may  and  will 
have  enemies ;  but  will  and  muft  have  friends :  he 
may  be  oppofed,  but  he  will  be  fupported  too ;  his 
talents  may  excite  the  jealoufy  of  fome,  but  his  en- 
gaging arts  will  make  him  beloved  by  many  more  ; 
he  will  be  confiderable  -,  he  will  be  confidered.  Many 
different  qualifications  muft  confpire  to  form  fuch  a 

man, 
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man,  and  to  make  him  at  once  refpeclable  and  amiable, 
and  the  lealt  i  joined  to  the  grcatelt ;  the  latter 

uould    be   unavailing,    without    the    torn.:  .    the 

id  frivolous,  without  the  1: 

Learning  is  acquired  by  reading  books  •,  but  the 
much  more  necclfary  learning,  the  knowledge  of  the 
world,  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  reading  men,  and 
ftudying  all  the  various  editions  of  them.  Many 
words  in  every  language  are  generally  thought  to  be 
fynonimous  •,  but  thofe  who  ftudy  the  language  atten- 
tively will  find,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  they  will 
difcover  fume  little  difference,  fome  diltinction, 
all  thofe  words  that  are  vulgarly  called  fynoninu 
one  hath  always  more  energy,  extent,  or  delicacy,  than 
another  :  it  is  the  fame  with  men  ;  all  are  in  general, 
and  yet  no  two  in  particular,  exactl)  alike.  Thofe  uho 
have  not  accurately  ftudied,  perpetually  mi  (lake  them  : 
they  do  not  difcern  the  fhades  and  gradations  that 
diftinguifli  characters  feemingly  alike.  -mpany, 

various  company,  is  the  only  fchool  for  this  knowk 
You  ought  to  be,    by    this  time,   at  Icaft  in   the  third 
form  of  that  fchool,   from   whence  the  rife  to  the  un- 
pcrmoft  is  eafy   and  quick  -,    but  then  you    mult  have 
application  and  vivacity  -,    and  you  mult  not  only 

,  but  even  feck,  reihaint  in  molt  companies,  inllcad 
of  (tagnating  in  one  or  two  only,   sphere  indolence  and 
f  cafe  may  be  indulged. 

the  plan  which  I  gave  you  in  my  laft,  *  for  your 
future  motions,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that,  if  a  King  of 
the  I  ihould  be  chofen  this  year,  you  (hall 

tainly  be  at  that  election  ;  and  as  upon  thofe  occafions, 
all  Grangers  are  excluded  from  the  place  of  the  electi- 
on, except  fuch  as  belong  to  fomc  KmhafTador,  I  : 

vcntually  fecurcd  you  a  place  in  the  fniie  of 

the 

*  That  letter  i:  ojifilng. 
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the  King's  electoral  EmbafTador,  who  will  be  fent  upon 
that  account  to  Frankfort,  or  wherever  elfe  the  election 
may  be.  This  will  not  only  fecure  you  a  fight  of  the 
fhow,  but  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  thing  ;  which  is 
likely  to  be  a  contefted  one,  from  the  oppofition  of 
fome  of  the  Electors,  and  the  protefts  of  fome  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire.  That  election,  if  there  is  one, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  memorable  aera  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Empire ;  pens  at  leaft,  if  not  fwords, 
will  be  drawn ;  and  ink,  if  not  blood,  will  be  plenti- 
fully med,  by  the  contending  parties  in  that  difpute. 
During  the  fray,  you  may  fecurely  plunder,  and  add  to 
your  prefent  (lock  of  knowledge  of  the  jus  publicum 
imperil.  The  court  of  France  hath,  I  am  told,  ap- 
pointed le  Prefident  Ogier,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  to 
go  immediately  to  Ratifbon,  pour  y  fouffler  la  difcorde. 
It  muft  be  owned,  that  France  hath  always  profited 
fkilfully  of  its  having  guarantied  the  treaty  of  Mun- 
fter,  which  hath  given  it  a  conftant  pretence  to  thruft 
itfelf  into  the  affairs  of  the  Empire.  When  France 
got  Alface  yielded  by  treaty,  it  was  very  willing  to 
have  held  it  as  a  fief  of  the  Empire ;  but  the  Empire 
was  then  wifer.  Every  power  mould  be  very  careful, 
not  to  give  the  leaft  pretence  to  a  neighbouring  power 
to  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  its  interior.  Sweden 
hath  already  felt  the  effects  of  the  Czarina's  calling 
herfelf  guarantee  of  it's  prefent  form  of  government,  in 
confequence  of  the  treaty  of  Neuftadt,  confirmed  after- 
wards by  that  of  Abo  ;  though,  in  truth,  that  guarantee 
was  rather  a  provifion  againft  RufTia's  attempting  to 
alter  the  then  new  eftablifhed  form  of  government  in 
Sweden,  than  any  right  given  to  Ruflia,  to  hinder  the 
Swedes  from  efbbliihing  what  form  of  government 
they  pleafed.  p.ead  them  both,  if  you  can  get  them. 

Adieu. 

LET- 
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London,  April  the  ijth, 
MY  1)1 

1?t  this  moment  your  letter  of  the 
,  the  enclofed   pieces  relative  to  the  pi- 

King  and  the  Parliament.  I  fhall 
return  them  by  Lord  Huntingdon,  whom  you  will  foon 
fee  a-  md  who  will  likcwife  carry  you  t 

which  I  forgot  in  making  up  the  pad. 

fentation   of  the 

Parliament  is  very  well  drawn,  fiurj'ilcr  in  modo,  fortitcr 
in  re.  They  tell  the  King  very  refpeclf'.illy,  that  in  a 
ccrta  >  they  foould  :  i  fuppofe* 

;ld  not  obey  him.  This  hath  a  tendency  to 
what  we  call  here  revolution  principles.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  1  nointed,  his  vicegerent  upon 

earth,  divinely  appointed  by  him,  and  accountable  to 
none  but  him  for  his  actions,  will  either  think  or  do, 
upon  thcfc  fymptoms  of  rcafon  and  good  fenfe,  which 
fee  m  to  king  out  all  over  France  ;  butt: 

forefce,  that  before  the  end  of  this  century,  the  trade 
of  both  Kin  <L-ft  will  not  behalf  fo  good  a  one 

as  it  has  been.  I)u  Clos,  in  his  reflections,  hath  ob- 
fervt  very  tru!  y  a  un  germ*  dc  > 

comr,.  -per  en  France.      A 

muft  prove  fatal  to  Regal  and  Papal  pretenf: 

ny  cafes,  recommend  an  occafional 

fubmifTion  to  either  ;   but  when  that  ignorance,   upon 

<t  an  in-,;  -h  in  both  could  only  be  founded, 

is  once  removed,  God's  Vicegerent,  and  Chrift's  Vicar, 

will  only  be  obeyed  and  believed,  as  far  as  what  the  one 

orders, 
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orders,  and  the  other  fays,  is  conformable  to  rcaibn 
and  to  truth. 

I  am  very  glad  (to  ufe  a  vulgar  expreffion)  that 
make  as  if  you  were  not  well,  though   you  really  are; 
I  am  fure  it  is  the  likelieft  way  to  keep  fo.     Pray  leave 
off  entirely  your  greafy,  heavy  paftry,  fat  creams,  and 
indigeftible  dumplings  •,    and  then   you  need  not  c 
fine  yourfelf  to  white  meats,  which  i  do  not  take  to  be 
one  jot  wholefomer  than  beef,  mutton,  and  partridge. 

Voltaire  fent  me  from  Berlin  his  hiftory  du  Slide  de 
Louis  XIV.  It  came  at  a  very  proper  time-,  Lord 
Bolingbroke  had  juft  taught  me  how  Hiftory  fhould 
be  read  \  Voltaire  fhows  me  how  it  fhould  be  written. 
I  am  fenfible,  that  it  will  meet  with,  almoft  as  many 
critics  as  readers.  Voltaire  muft  be  criticifed :  he- 
fides,  every  man's  favourite  is  attacked  -,  for  every 
prejudice  is  expofed,  and  our  prejudices  are  our 
rniftreffes  ;  reafon  is  at  beft  our  wife,  very  often  heard 
indeed,  but  feldom  minded.  It  is  the  hiftory  of  the 
human  underftanding,  written  by  a  man  of  parts,  for 
the  ufe  of  men  of  parts.  Weak  minds  will  not  like 
it,  even  though  they  do  hot  underftand  it ;  which  is 
commonly  the  meafure  of  their  admiration.  Dull  ones 
will  want  thofe  minute,  and  uninterefting  details,  with 
which  moft  other  hiftories  are  incumbered.  He  tells 
me  all  I  want  to  know,  and  nothing  more.  His  re- 
flections are  fhort,  juft,  and  produce  others  in  his. 
readers.  Free  from  religious,  philofophical,  political, 
and  national  prejudices,  beyond  any  hiftorian  I  ever 
met  with,  he  relates  all  thofe  matters  as  truly  and  as 
impartially,  as  certain  regards,  which  muft  always  be 
to-  fome  degree  obferved,  will  allow  him  :  for  one  fees 
plainly,  that  he  often  fays  much  lefs  than  he  would  fay, 
if  he  might.  He  hath  made  me  much  better  ac- 
quainted 
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quaintcd  with  the  times  of  Lewis  XIV,  than  the  in- 
numerable volumes  which  I  had  read  could  do ;  and 
hath  fuggefted  this  reflection  to  me,  which  I  had  never 
made  before — His  vanity,  not  his  knowledge,  made 
him  encourage  all,  and  introduce  many,  arts  and 
fciences  in  his  country.  He  opened  in  a  manner  the 
human  understanding  in  France,  and  brought  it  to  its 
umoft  perfection  ;  his  age  equalled  in  all,  and  greatly 
exceeded  in  many  things  (pardon  me,  pedants  !)  the 
Auguftan.  This  was  great  and  rapid  ;  but  ftill  it 
might  be  done,  by  the  encouragement,  the  applaufe, 
and  the  rewards,  of  a  vain,  liberal,  and  magnificent 
Prince.  What  is  much  more  furprifing,  is,  that  he 
Hopped  the  operations  of  the  human  mind,  juft  where 
he  plcafed  •,  and  feemed  to  fay,  "  thus  far  (halt  thou 
go,  and  no  farther."  For,  a  bigot  to  his  religion,  and 
jealous  of  his  power,  free  and  rational  thoughts  upon 
either,  never  entered  into  a  French  head  during  his 
reign  ;  and  the  greatcft  gcniufes  that  ever  any  age  pro- 
duced, never  entertained  a  doubt  of  the  divine  right  of 
Kings,  or  the  infallibility  of  the  church.  Poets, 
Orators,  and  Philofophers,  ignorant  of  then 
rights,  cherimed  their  chains;  and  blind  active  faith 
triumphed,  in  thofe  great  minds,  over  filent  an 
reafon.  Tlu  of  this  feems  now  to  be  the  cafe 

'in  France  :    reafon   opens  itfelf  -,  fancy    and  invention 
fade  and  decline. 

I  will  fend  you  a  copy  of  this  hiftory,  by  Lord  Hun- 
tingdon, as  I  think  it  very  probable,  that  it  is  not  al- 
lowed to  be  publifhcd  and  fo!  .  read  it 
more  than  once,  and  with  attention,  particularhy  the 
fecond  volume  ;  which  contains  (hort,  but  ver\  clear 
accounts  of  mar,  Mtcrcfting  things,  which  arc 
talked  of  by  every  body,  though  fairly  underilocd  by 
ic  are  two  very  puerile  affectations, 

which 
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which  I  wim  this  book  had  been  free  from  •,  the  one 
is,  the  total  fubverfion  of  all  the  old  eftablifhed 
French  orthography  j  the  other  is,  the  not  making  ufe 
of  any  one  capital  letter  throughout  the  whole  book, 
except  at  the  beginning  of  a  paragraph.  It  offends 
my  eyes  to  fee  rome,  paris,  france,  ca^far,  henry  the 
4th,  &c.  begin  with  fmall  letters  j  and  I  do  not  con- 
ceive, that  there  can  be  any  reafon  for  doing  it,  half  fo 
ftrong  as  the  reafon  of  long  ufage  is  to  the  contrary. 
This  is  an  affectation  below  Voltaire  -,  who,  I  am  not 
amamed  to  fay  that  1  admire  and  delight  in,  as  an 
author,  equally  in  profe  and  in  verfe. 

I  had  a  letter,  a  few  days  ago,  from  Monfieur  du 
Boccage ;  in  which  he  fays,  Monfieur  Stanhope  s'eft 
jette  dans  la  politique,  et  je  crois  qu'il  y  reuffira  -t  you  do 
very  well,  it  is  your  deftination  ;  but  remember,  that^ 
to  fucceed  in  great  things,  one  muft  firft  learn  to  pleafe 
in  little  ones.  Engaging  manners  and  addrefs  muft 
prepare  the  way  for  fuperior  knowledge  and  abilities 
to  act  with  effect.  The  late  Duke  of  Marl  borough's 
manners  and  addrefs  prevailed  with  the  firft  King  of 
Prufiia,  to  let  his  troops  remain  in  the  army  of  the 
allies;  when  neither  their  reprefentations,  nor  his  own 
fhare  in  the  common  caufe,  could  do  it.  The  Duke  of 
Marlborough  had  no  new  matter  to  urge  to  him  ;  but 
had  a  manner,  which  he  could  not,  nor  did  not  refift. 
Voltaire,  among  a  thoufand  little  delicate  ftrokes  of 
that  kind,  fays  of  the  Duke  de  la  Feuillade  qu'il  fait 
fbomme  k  plus  brillant  et  le  plus  aimable  du  Ro'iaume,  et 
quoique  gendre  du  General  et  Miniftre,  il  avoit  pour  lui 
la  faveur  publique.  Various  little  circumftances  of  that 
fort  will  often  make  a  man  of  great  real  merit  be  hated, 
if  he  hath  not  addrefs  and  manners,  to  make  him  be 
loved.  Confider  all  your  own  circumftances  ferioufly  -, 
and  you  will  find,  that,  of  all  arts,  the  art  of  pleafing 
is  the  moft  neceflary  for  you  to  ftudy  and  poflefs.  A 

VOL.  II.  R 
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filly-  ./<?  timcc  ould 

Judge, 

from  your  own  daily  experience,  of  the  efr. 
pleaf.  vou  feel,   as  you   and 

v  body  c  docs,  thnt  in  men  it  is  mon 

gaging  than  knowledge,  in  women  than  beauty. 

I  i  i  and  Lady  *  *  *,  (who  are  not 

.rrivcd)  becaufe  they  Inve  lately  feen  you  •,  and  I 
,  that  I  can  fim  out  fomething  new  con- 
cerning you,  from  thofe  \  i;  Lift  : 
that  I  tlull  much  rely  upon  their  accounts,  becai; 
diftruit  the  judgment  of  Lord  a  Ij  *  *  *,  in 
thofe  matters  about  which  I  am  mofl  inquifitive.  They 
have  ruined  their  own  fon,  by  what  the*  called  and 
thought,  loving  him.  They  have  made  him  believe 
that  the  world  was  made  for  him,  not  he  for  the  world  i 
and  unlefs  he  flays  abroad  a  great  while,  and  falls  into 
very  good  company,  he  will  expect,  what  he  will  never 
find,  the  attentions  and  complaifancc  from  others,  which 
he  has  hitherto  been  ufed  to  fron  -nd  Mamma. 
This,  I  fear,  is  too  much  the  cafe  of  Mr.  *  *  *  ,  who, 
I  doubt,  will  be  run  through  the  body,  and  be  near 
dying,  before  he  knows  how  t->  live.  I  you 
may  turn  out,  you  can  never  make  me  any  of  thefe 
reproaches.  I  indulged  no  filly,  womam'fh  fondnefs 
for  you  :  inftead  of  innV- 
I  have  taken  all  pofiible  methods  : 

md  thank  God   you  do  ±  at  Icart,    I   know  but  one 
article,  in  which  you  are  different  from  what  I  couKi 
you  ;  and    you    very  well  know   what  I   want  : 

:  I  and  all  the  world  fhould  like  you,   as  well  as  I 
love  you.     Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      LVII. 

London,  April  the  joth,  O.  S.   1752. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

ir  dumondc  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  juft  and 
happy  expreflion,  for  having  addrefs,  manners, 
and  for  knowing  how  to  behave  properly  in  all  com- 
panies ;  and  it  implies  very  truly,  that  a  man,  who  hath 
not  thofe  accomplifhments,  is  not  of  the  world.  With- 
out them,  the  beft  parts  are  inefficient,  civility  is  abfurd, 
and  freedom  offenfive.  A  learned  parfon,  rufting  in 
his  cell,  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  will  reafon  admirably 
well  upon  the  nature  of  man  ;  will  profoundly  analyie 
the  head,  the  heart,  the  reafon,  the  will,  the  paflions, 
the  fenfes,  the  fentiments,  and  all  thofe  fubdivifions  of 
we  know  not  what ;  and  yet,  unfortunately,  he  knows 
nothing  of  man  :  for  he  hath  not  lived  with  him  j  and 
is  ignorant  of  all  the  various  modes,  habits,  prejudices, 
and  taftes,  that  always  influence,  and  often  determine 
him.  He  views  man  as  he  does  colours  in  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton's  prifm,  where  only  the  capital  ones  are  feen  -, 
but  an  experienced  dyer  knows  all  their  various  (hades 
and  gradations,  together  with  the  refult  of  their  feveral 
mixtures.  Few  men  are  of  one  plain,  decided  colour  5 
moft  are  mixed,  /haded,  and  blended  ;  and  vary  as 
much,  from  different  fituations,  as  changeable  fllks  do 
from  different  lights.  The  man  qui  a  du  monde  knows 
all  this  from  his  own  experience  and  obfervation  :  the 
conceited,  cloiftered  philoiopher  knows  nothing  of  it 
from  his  own  theory  ;  his  practice  is  abfurd  and  im- 
proper ;  and  he  acls  as  awkwardly  as  a  man  would 
R  2  dance* 
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dance,   v.  en  others  dance,  nor  learned 

of  a  -ho  had  only   ftudied  the 

notes  b,  ricked  down, 

as  tunes.     Obferve  and  imitate,  then,  the  addrcfs,  the 
arts,    and  the  manners   of  thofe    qui  >jnt  du  m, 

;-.ods  they  firft  make,  and  afterwards  im- 
is  in  their  favour.     1  ho!  lions 

are  muc  to  little  caufes,    than  to  intrin- 

fic  r:  .;ich  is  lefs  volatile,  and  hath  not  fo  fudden 

an  effect.     Strong  minds  have  undoubted1  end- 

ant  over  weak  ones,  as  Galigai  Marechale  d'Ancre 
juftr,  •;,  to  the  difgracc  and  reproach  of 

thofe  times,    fhe    was    executed   for  having  governed 
Mary  of  1  by  the  arts  of  witchcraft  and  ir, 

But  tru-n  ailendant  is  to  be  gained  by  degrees,  an 
thofe  arts  only    which   experience,   and  the  knowledge 
of  t:  teaches  •,  for  few  ^h  to  be 

bullied,  though  moft  are  weak  enough  to  be  bub1 
I   have    often   ft? en    people    of  fuperior,    governed   by 
people   of   much    inferior   parts,    without   knowing  or 
even  fufpccting  that  they 

when  thofe  people  of  i:. 

more  worldly  dcxterir  xpericnce,  than  th 

govern.     They  fee  the  weak  am!  un^; 
apply    to  it  :     they    :  all   the  u-.t    iul! 

;!d  you  gain 

of  fenfe  defires  to  gain  botli,  dumonde. 

Jiave  had  more  o:  -  y  man  had, 

of  acqu:;:  been  in 

the  bed  companies  of  moft  countries,  at 

II.     You 

are  mafter   of  all    thole   language  i  rott 

feldom  I;  you 

i  ftrangei 

only 
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only  way,  of  having  dumonde;  but  if  you  have  it  not, 
and  have  (till  any  coaife  rufticity  about  you,  may  one 
not  apply  to  you  the  ntfticus  exptftat  of  Horace  ? 

This  knowledge  of  the  world  teacheth  us  more  par- 
ticularl)  two  things,  both  which  are  of  infinite  confe- 
qucnce,  and  to  neither  of  which  nature  inclines  us  •,  I 
mean,  the  command  of  our  temper,  and  of  our  coun- 
tenance. A  man  who  has  no  monde  is  inflamed  with 
anger,  or  annihilated  with  fhame,  at  every  difagreeable 
incident :  the  one  makes  him  acl  and  talk  like  a  mad- 
man, the  other  makes  him  look  like  a  fool.  But  a  man 
who  has  du  mondc^  feems  not  to  underftand  what  he 
cannot  or  ought  not  to  refent.  If  he  makes  a  flip 
himfeif,  he  recovers  it  by  his  coolnefc,  inftead  of 
plunging  deeper  by  his  confufion,  like  a  ftumbiing- 
horfe.  He  is  firm,  but  gentle  ;  and  practifes  that  mod 
excellent  maxim,  fuaviter  in  modo,  fortiter  in  re.  The 
other  is  the  volto  fciolto  e  penjieri  firetti.  People,  un- 
ufed  to  the  world,  have  babbling  countenances  ;  and 
are  unfkilful  enough  to  mow,  what  they  have  fenfe 
enough  not  to  teli.  In  the  courfe  of  the  world,  a  man 
muft  very  often  put  on  an  eafy,  frank  countenance,  upon 
very  difagreeable  occafions ;  he  muft  feem  pleafed, 
when  he  is  very  much  otherwife  ;  he  muft  be  able  to 
accoft  and  receive  with  fmiles,  thofe  whom  he  would 
much  rather  meet  with  fwords.  In  courts  he  mull  not 
turn  himfeif  infide  out.  All  this  may,  nay  muft  be  done, 
without  falfehood  and  treachery  :  for  it  muft  go  no 
farther  than  politenefs  and  manners,  and  muft  ftop  fhort 
of  affurances  and  profeflions  of  fimulated  friendftiip. 
Good  manners,  to  thofe  one  does  not  love,  are  no  more 
a  breach  of  truth,  than  your  humble  fervant  at  the 
bottom  of  a  challenge  is  ;  they  are  univerfally  agreed 
upon  and  underftood,  to  be  things  of  courfe.  They 
are  neceflary  guards  of  the  decency,  and  peace  of 

fociety  : 


246     LORD  CHESTERFI]  RS 

they  muft  only  acl  defenfivcly  •,  and  then  not 
arms  poifoncd   by    perfidy.     Truth,    hut  not  the 
whole  truth,    mutt    be  the  invaria!  pie  of  c\ 

>   hath  eitru  n,  honour,  (  nee. 

Thofe  who  violate  it,  may  be  cunning,  but  they  arc  not 
able.     Lies    and  perfidy  are  the  refuge  of  fools 

irds.      Adieu  ! 

P.  S.    I  muft  recommend  to  you  again,  t  our 

of  all  your  French  acquaintance,   in  fu.h  a  man- 

..ake  them  regret  your  departure,  and  wifh 

come  you  at  .Paris  again  i   where  you  • 

poflibly  return  Ivfoir  it   is  very  long.      This  muft  not 

: one  in  a  cold,  civil  manner,  but  with,  at  leaft,  feem- 

ing   warmth,  fentiment,    and    concern.      Acknowledge 

the  obligations  you  have  to  them,  for  the  kindnefs  they 

have  mown   you,    during  your  ftay    at  Paris  •,    afiurc 

them,  that,  wherever  you  are,  you  fhall  remember  them 

with  gratitude ;  wifh  for  opportunities  of  giving  them 

proofs  of  your  plus  lendre  ft  refpeflueux  fcuvrttir  ±  beg 

of  them,  in  cafe  your  good  fortune  mould  carry  you 

to  any  part  of  the   world  where  you  could    be  of 

the  leaft  ufe  to  them,   tint  they  would  employ  you 

without   referve.     Say  all  this,  and  a  great  deal  more, 

emphatically    and   pathetically,    for  you   know    / 

me  flcre.     This  can  do  >ou  no  han  >u    never 

return  to  Paris  •,  but,  if  >ou  do,  as  probably  you  may, 

it  will  be  of  infinite  ufe  to  you.      Remember  too,  not 

to  omit  going  to  every   houfe,  where    you   have  ever 

been  once,   to  take  leave,   and  recommend  yourfelf  to 

r  remembrance.     The  reputation  which  you  leave 

at  one  place,  where  you  have  been,  will  circulate, 

you  will  meet  with  it  at  t  -here  you  are 

to  go.     That  is  a  labour  never  quite  loft. 

This  letter  will  (how  you,   that  the  accident  which 
happened  to  me  ycftcrday,  and  of  which  Mr.  Greven- 

kop 
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kop  gives    you  an  account,  hath  had  no  bad  confe- 
quences.     My  efcape  was  a  great  one. 

LETTER       LVIII. 

London,  May  the  nth,  O,  S.    1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  BREAK  my  word  by  writing  this  letter  ;  but  I 
break  it  on  the  allowable  fide,  by  doing  more  than 
1  promifed.  I  have  pleafure  in  writing  to  you ;  and 
you  may  poffibly  have  fome  profit  in  reading  what  I 
write  :  either  of  the  motives  were  fufricient  for  me,  both 
I  cannot  withftand.  By  your  laft,  I  calculate  that  you 
will  leave  Paris  this  day  fe'nnight  j  upon  that  fuppo- 
fition,  this  letter  may  ftill  find  you  there. 

Colonel  Perry  arrived  here  two  or  three  days  ago, 
and  fent  m,e  a  bock  from  you,  CafTandra  abridged.  I 
am  fure  it  cannot  be  too  much  abridged.  The  fpirit  of 
that  moft  voluminous  work,  fairly  extracted,  may  be 
contained  in  the  fmalleft  duodecimo  -,  and  it  is  moft 
aftonifhing,  that  there  ever  could  have  been  people 
idle  enough  to  write  or  read  fuch  endlefs  heaps  of  the 
fame  ftufF,  It  was,  however,  the  occupation  of  thou- 
fands  in  the  laft  century  •,  and  is  ftill  the  private, 
though  difavowed,  amufement  of  young  girls,  and 
fentimental  ladies.  A  love-fick  girl  finds,  in  the  Cap- 
tain whom  me  is  in  love  with,  all  the  courage  and  all 
the  graces  of  the  tender  and  accomplifhed  Oroondates ; 
and  many  a  grown-up,  fentimental  lady,  talks  delicate 
Clelia  to  the  hero,  whom  me  would  engage  to  eternal 
love,  or  laments  with  her  that  love  is  not  eternal. 

Ah  !   qifil  eft  doux  d*  aimer  y  fi  I'on  almoit  toujours  ! 
Mais  helas !    il  rfeft  point  d*  iternelles  amours. 
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It  is,  however,  •  il  to  have  read  one  of  thofe 

extravag  .  '1  which  La  Calprenede's  are 

the  beft)    becaufc  it  is  well  to  be  a'  ome 

degree    of    knowledge,   upon    all  tho  that 

other  people  talk  fometin  v  no 

s  have    any    thing,   that  is  known  to  others,   be 
:  .  known  t,>  you.     It 

.   to  be  a  .Ik,   or  to   hear,  neither  igno- 

rantly    nor  abfurdly,   upon    any  fur    I   have 

.oplc,  who  have  not  faid  i  .^n°- 

rantly  and  abfurdly  •,    it  has  Rj 
tivc  and  unmeaning  faces. 

;s,  I  think,  is  as  little  likely  to  happen  to  you,  as 
to  any  body   of  your  ag^  i    Ri  a  will  but  add  a 

verfatility,  and  eafy  conformity  of  manners,  I  know  no 
company  in  which  you  are  likely  to  be  de  trop. 

,is  verfatility   is    more  particularly  necefTary    for 
you  at  this  time,    now  that  you  are  going   to   \ 
(lirTercnt  places-,    for  though  the  man-  cuftoms 

of  the  feveral  courts  of  Germany  arc  in  general  the 
fame,  yet  every  one  has  its  particular  tharaoHcriftic  •, 
fome  peculiarity  or  other,  which  diftinguiihes  it  from 
the  ncxf 

.ore, 

nor  makes  ftrangcrs 

conformity.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  you  mould 
mimic  the  air  and  ftififnci  German 

:  ;     no,  by  no  means  ,    1  in  that  you  mould 

only   chearfully  comply,  and   fall  in  with  ccr* 

<  remonie 

crV.     People,  who  are  lately  come  fro-  and  who 

have  been  a  good  while  there,  are  generally  1 

efpccially  in    G,  of   having    a    degree   of 

contempt  for  cv  '^e  rrcat  care  that 

no': 
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nothing  of  this  kind  appear,  at  leaft  outwardly,  in  your 
behaviour  ;  but  commend  whatever  deferves  any  de- 
gree of  commendation,  without  comparing  it  with 
what  you  may  have  left  much  better  of  the  fame  kind 
at  Paris.  As  for  inftance,  the  German  kitchen  is, 
without  doubt,  execrable,  and  the  Prench  delicious  •, 
however,  never  commend  the  French  kitchen  at  a 
German  table  ;  but  eat  of  what  you  can  find  tolerable 
there,  and  commend  it,  without  comparing  it  to  any 
thing  better.  I  have  known  many  Britifh  Yahoos, 
who,  though  while  they  were  at  Paris  conformed  to  no 
one  French  cuftom,  as  foon  as  they  got  any  where  elfe, 
talked  of  nothing  but  what  they  did,  faw,  and  eat,  at 
Paris.  The  freedom  of  the  French  is  riot  to  be  ufed 
jndifcriminately  at  all  the  courts  in  Germany,  though 
their  eafinefs  may,  and  ought ;  but  that  too  at  fome 
places  more  than  others.  The  courts  of  Manheim 
and  Bonn,  I  take  to  be  a  little  more  unbarbarifed  than 
fome  others  ;  that  of  Maience,  an  ecclefiaftical  one,  as 
well  as  that  of  Treves,  (neither  of  which  is  much  fre- 
quented by  foreigners)  retains,  I  conceive,  a  great  deal 
of  the  Goth  and  Vandal  ftill.  There,  more  referve 
and  ceremony  are  nece/Tary ;  and  not  a  word  of  the 
French.  At  Berlin,  you  cannot  be  too  French. 
Hanover,  Brunfwick,  CafTel,  &e.  are  of  the  mixed 
kind,  un  pen  decrottes^  mats  •pas  ajjez. 

Another  thing,  which  I  moft  earnefily  recommend 
to  you,  not  only  in  Germany,  but  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  where  you  may  ever  be,  is,  not  only  real,  but 
feeming  attention,  to  whoever  you  fpeak  to,  or  to  who- 
ever fpeaks  to  you.  There  is  nothing  fo  brutally 
/hocking,  nor  fo  little  forgiven,  as  a  feeming  inatten- 
tion to  the  perfon  who  is  fpeaking  to  you  •,  and  I  have 
known  many  a  man  knocked  down,  for  (in  my 
opinion)  a  much  /lighter  provocation,  than  that 

(hocking 
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Shocking  inattention  which  I  mean.      I   have  fecn 
•A ho,  while  you  are  fpeaking  to  r, 

.it,  and  attending  to  you,  fix  their 

upon  the   ceiling,    or  fome  other  part   of  the  room, 
look  out    of"     the    window,     play    with    a  do 
their  (miff  box,  or  pick  their  note.     Nothing  d 
a  little,  futile,  frivolous  i  re  than  this,  and  no- 

thing is  fo  offcnfivcly  ill-bred  :  it  is  an  explicit  d 
ration  on  your  part,  that  every,  the  moft  trifling 
jecl,  'tendon  more  than  all  that  c. 

by  the  perfon  who  is  fpeaking  to  you.     Judge  of 
the  fentiments  of  hatred   and    relentment,   wh 
treatment  mull  excite,  in   every    breaft  where  any  de- 
gree of  fclf-ldve  dwells  •,  and  I    am   fure,   I   never   yer 
met  with  that  brealt  where  there  was   nor  a  great  deal. 
I  repeat  it  a^ain  and  again,  (for  it  is  highly  ; 
for  you  to   n  r  it-,)  that  fort  of  vanity  and  fclf- 

love  is  lofeparablc  from  human  nature,  whatever  may 
be  it's  rank  or  condition  -,  even  your  footman  will  foon- 
rget  and  forgive  a  beating,  than  any  manifeft  maik 
of  flight  and  contempt.  Be  therefore,  I  beg  of  you, 
not  only  !>ut  fcemingly  and  man; 

to  whoever  fpeaks   to  you;  nay  more,  take   • 
,  and   tune   yourfelf  to    their  unifon.      He   ferious 
the  ferious,  gay  with  th<-  ^i  trifle   with  the 

triflers.      In  alluming   thefe  various  fhapes,  endeavour 
to  D  on  you, 

•ppear  to  .is   is 

the   '  .a  thor 

of  the  wor  .aches  the  ut 

airing. 

I     '  .   at   lead  I  hope,   that  you   will  never 

make  ufc  of  a  filly  expreliion,  which   is    the    : 
n,  and  the  abfurd  excufe  of  all  foe 


T  O     H  I  S     S  O  N.  251 

either  morally  or  phyfically  impoflible.  I  cannot  attend 
long  together  to  the  fame  thing,  fays  one  fool  :  that  is, 
he  is  fuch  a  fool  that  he  will  not.  I  remember  a  very 
awkward  fellow,  who  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
his  fword,  and  who  always  took  it  off  before  dinner, 
faying,  that  he  could  not  poflibly  dine  with  his  fword 
on  ;  upon  which  I  could  not  help  telling  him,  that  I 
really  believed  he  could,  without  any  probable  danger, 
either  to  himfelf  or  others.  It  is  a  fhame,  and  an  ab- 
furdity,  for  any  man  to  fay,  that  he  cannot  do  all  thofe 
things,  which  are  commonly  done  by  all  the  reft  of 
mankind. 

Another  thing,  that  I  muft  earneftly  warn  you 
againft,  is  lazinefs  ;  by  which  more  people  have  loft 
the  fruit  of  their  travels,  than  (perhaps)  by  any  other 
thing.  Pray  be  always  in  motion.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing go  and  fee  things ;  and  the  reft  of  the  day  go  and 
fee  people.  If  you  ftay  but  a  week  at  a  place,  and 
that  an  infignificant  one,  fee,  however,  all  that  is  to 
be  feen  there  •,  know  as  many  people,  and  get  into  as 
many  houfes,  as  ever  you  can. 

I  recommend  to  you  likewife,  though  probably  you 
have  thought  of  it  yourfelf,  to  carry  in  your  pocket, 
a  map  of  Germany,  in  which  the  poft-rpads  are  mark- 
ed i  and  alfo  fome  mort  book  of  travels  through  Ger- 
many. The  former  will  help  to  imprint  in  your  me- 
mory fituations  and  diftances  •,  and  the  latter  will  point 
out  many  things  for  you  to  fee,  that  might  otherwifc 
poiTibly  efcape  you  •,  and  which,  though  they  may  be 
in  themfelves  of  little  confequence,  you  would  regret 
not  having  feen,  after  having  been  at  the  places  where 
they  were. 

Thus  warned  and  provided  for  your  journey,  God 
{peed  you;  Fslix^  faiijlumqus  fit !  Adieu. 

LET- 
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London,  May  the  . 

I'.i  the  enclofcd  original  from  a  friend  of 
ours,  with  my  own  commentaries  upon  the  text,  a 
text  which  I  have  fo  often  p:traphr;ifcd,  and  comment- 
ed upon  already,  that  I  believe  I  can  InrdK  fay  any 
thing  new  upon  it :  but,  however,  I  cannot  give  it 
over,  till  I  am  better  convin  :i  I  yet  am,  that 

feel   all   the  utility,  the  importance,  and   the  ne- 
cefllty  of  it;  nay,  not  only  feel,  but  [ 
panegyrift  allows  you,  what  moil  fathers  would  be  more 
than   (atisfied  with,  in  a  fon,   a;  r  not 

contenting  myfelf  with /V^;;;.  ,   but  I,  who 

have  been  in  no  one  refpecl:  like  other  fathers,  cannot 
neither,  like  them,  content  myfclf  with  L'cjjenticllcmcnt 
,  becaufe  I  know  that  it  will  not  do  your  bufmefsin 
the  world,  while  you  want  quelqtics  couches  de  i\ 

fathers  care  much  for  tru  or,  at  leaft,  moft 

of  them  care  more  for  their  money  j    and  con: 

giving  t:  ipcft 

that  is,  a  fchool 

till  eighteen  ;  the  .iplc 

-)ft   throi.  ral  towns  of  ' 

:'jnt  till    their   boobies  come  home  to  be 
marr;  :,     as  they    call    it,    fettled.       ( 

who  it-ally    love   •  -.-w   know    how  to  c!o   it. 

Some   fpoil    them   by 
r.ncl    the.-. 

;.em 
' 
<rf  the   : 

fh- 
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birth-day,  and  rejoice,  like  the  fubjecls  of  the  Great 
Mogul,  at  the  increafe  of  his  bulk  :  while  others,  mind- 
ing, as  they  think,  only  eflentials,  take  pains  und 
pleafure  to  fee  in  their  heir,  all  their  favourite  weak- 
nefles  and  imperfections.  I  hope  and  believe  that  I 
have  kept  clear  of  all  thefe  errors,  in  the  education 
which  I  have  given  you.  No  weakneftes  of  my  own 
have  warped  it,  no  parfimony  has  ftarved  it,  no  rigour 
has  deformed  it.  Sound  and  exteniive  learning  was 
the  foundation  which  I  meaned  to  lay  j  1  have  laid  it ; 
but  that  alone,  I  knew,  would  by  no  means  be  fuffici- 
ent :  the  ornamental,  the  fhowim,  the  pleafing  fuper- 
ftrudure,  was  to  be  begun.  In  that  view  I  threw  you 
into  the  great  world,  entirely  your  own  mafter,  at  an 
age  when  others  either  guzzle  at  the  univerfity,  or  are 
fent  abroad  in  fervitude  to  fome  awkward,  pedantic, 
Scotch  Governor.  This  was  to  put  you  in  the  way, 
and  the  only  way,  of  acquiring  thofe  manners,  that  ad- 
drefs,  and  thofe  graces,  which  exclufively  diftinguifli 
people  of  fafhion  ;  and  without  which  all  moral  virtues, 
and  all  acquired  learning,  are  of  no  fort  of  ufe  in  courts 
and  le  beau  monde  \  on  the  contrary,  I  am  not  fure  if 
they  are  not  an  hindrance.  They  are  feared  and  dif- 
liked  in  thofe  places,  as  too  fevere,  if  not  fmoothed 
and  introduced  by  the  graces:  but  of  thefe  graces,  of 
this  neceflary  beau  verms,  it  feems  there  are  ftill  quel- 
ques  couches  qui  manquent.  Now,  pray  let  me  afk  you, 
cooliy  and  ferioufly,  pourquoi  ces  couches  manquent  dies  ? 
For  you  may  as  eafily  take  them,  as  you  may  wear 
more  or  lefs  powder  in  your  hair,  more  or  lets  lace 
upon  your  coat.  I  can,  therefore,  account  for  your 
wanting  them,  no  other  way  in  the  world,  than  from 
your  not  being  yet  convinced  of  their  full  value.  You 
have  heared  fome  Englim  bucks  fay,  "  Damn  thefe 
"  finical  outlandim  airs,  give  me  a  manly,  refolute 

"  manner. 
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44  manner.     They  make  a  rout  with  their  graces, 
«  talk   like  a  parcel    of  dancing-matters,    and    drefs 
"  like   a     parcel    of    fops ;    one    good    Englifhman 
41  v*ill  beat  three  of  them."     But  let  your  own  o 
vation  undeceive  you  of  thefe  prejudices.      I 
you  one  inftance  only,  inftead  of  an  hundred  that   I 
could  give  you,  of  a  very  mining  fortune   and   figure, 
raifed  upon  no  other  foundation  whatfoever,  than 
of  addrefs   manners,  and   graces.      Between   you    and 
me  (for  this  example  muft  go  no  farther)  what  do  YOU 
think  made   our   friend,  Lord    A.  *  *  *  *  e,  Colonel 
of  a  regiment  of  guards,  Governor  of  Virginia,  Groom 
of  the  Stole,  and  Embaflador  to  Paris  ;  amounting  in 
all  to  fixteen   or  feventeen   thoufand   pounds  a  year  ? 
Was  it  his  birth  ?  No-,  a  Dutch  gentleman  only, 
it  his  eftate  ?  No,  he  had  none.     Was  it  his  learning, 
his  parts,  his  political  abilities  and  application  ? 
can  anfwer  thefe  queftions  as  cafily,  and  as  foon,  as  I 
can  aflc  them.     What  was  it  then  ?  Many  people  won- 
dered, but  I  do  not  •,  for  I  know,  and  will  tell  you. 
It  was  his  air,  his  addrefs,  his  manners,  and  his  graces. 
1  le  pleafed,  and  by   pleating  became  a  favourite  •, 
by  becoming   a   favourite  became  all  that  he  has  been 
fmce.       Show   me  any    one   inftance,  where    intiinfic 
worth   and  merit,    unaffiftcd   by   exterior   accomplifh- 
ments,  have   railed  any  man   fo  high.     You  know  the 
Due  de  Richelieu,  now  Murechal^    Cordon  bleu,  Gen- 
mmc  lie  ;r,  twice   Lmbaflador,    fcfr.      By 

•  rm-ans  ?  Not  by  the  purity  of  his  character,  the 
depth  of  his  knowledge,  or  .any  uncommon   penetrati- 
on  and  fagtcity.     Women    alone   forme 
him.     The   Dutchefs  of  Burgundy    took    a   fancy  to 
him,  and  had  him  before  he  was  fixteen  years  old;  this 
put  him  in  fafliion  among  the  beau  mondc :  and  th 
Kegcnt's  eldcft  daughter,  now  Madame  de  Mcv 

took 
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took  him  next,  and  was  near  marrying  him.  Thefe 
early  connections  with  women  of  the  firft  diftinclion, 
gave  him  thofe  manners,  graces,  and  addrefs,  which 
you  fee  he  has  j  and  which,  I  can  aflure  you,  are  all 
that  he  has  -,  for,  ftrip  him  of  them,  and  he  will  be 
one  of  the  pooreft  men  in  Europe.  Man  nor  woman, 
cannot  refill  an  engaging  exterior  •,  it  will  pleafe,  it 
will  make  its  way.  You  want,  it  feems,  but  quelqites 
couches  ;  for  God's  fake  lofe  no  time  in  getting  them ; 
and  now  that  you  have  gone  fo  far,  complete  the  work. 
Think  of  nothing  elfe  till  that  work  is  finimed  :  un- 
wearied application  will  bring  about  any  thing  •,  and 
furely  your  application  can  never  be  fo  well  employed 
as  upon  that  object,  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
facilitate  all  others.  With  your  knowledge  and  parts, 
if  adorned  by  manners  and  graces,  what  may  you  not 
hope  one  day  to  be  ?  But  without  them  you  will  be  in 
the  fituation  of  a  man  who  fhould  be  very  fleet  of  one 
leg,  but  very  lame  of  the  other.  He  could  not  run, 
the  lame  leg  would  check  and  clog  the  well  one,  which 
would  be  very  near  ufelefs. 

From  my  original  plan  for  your  education,  I  mean- 
ed  to  make  you,  un  homme  univerfel-,  what  depended 
upon  me  is  executed,  the  little  that  remains  undone 
depends  fingly  upon  you.  Do  not  then  difappoint, 
when  you  can  fo  eafily  gratify  me.  It  is  your  own  in- 
tereft  which  I  am  prefling  you  to  purfue,  and  it  is  the 
only  return  that  I  defire  for  all  the  care  and  affection 
of,  Yours. 


LETTER 
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LETT     I    R       LX. 

London,  May  the  31(1,  O.  S.  i 
MY  DEAR  FRIE> 

world  is  the  book,    and   the  onlv   one  to 


X  which,  at  prefent,  I  would  have  you  apply 
yourfelf  ;  and  the  thorough  knowledge  of  it  will  be  of 
more  ufc  to  you,  than  all  the  books  that  ever  were 
read.  J.  the  bell  book  whenever  NOU  can  go 

into  the  beft  company  -,  and  depend  upon  it,  you 
change  for  the  better.  However,  as  the  moft  tumul- 
tuous life,  whether  of  bufmefs  or  plcafure,  leaves  fomc 
nt  moments  every  day,  in  which  a  book  is  the  re- 
fuge of  a  rational  being,  1  mean  now  to  point  out  to 
you  the  method  of  employing  thofe  moments  (which 
will  and  ought  to  be  but  few)  in  the  mod  advantageous 
manner.  Throw  away  none  of  your  time  upon  thofc 
trivial,  futile  books,  published  by  idle  or  neceflitous 
authors,  for  the  amufement  of  idle  and  ignorant  read- 
ers :  fuch  fort  of  books  fwarm  and  buzz  about  one 
every  day  ;  flap  them  away,  they  have  no  fting.  Ccr- 
t^ctf  fmem^  have  fome  one  objeft  for  thofe  leifure 
moments,  and  purfue  that  object  invariably  till  you 
have  attained  it  ;  and  then  take  fome  other.  For  in- 
ftance,  confidcring  your  deftination,  1  would  advifc 
you  to  fmglc  out  the  mod  remarkable  and  interefting 
xras  of  modern  hiftory,  and  confine  all  your  reading 
to  that  AL>  •<;,  If  you  pitch  upon  the  Treaty  of  Mun- 
fter,  (and  that  is  the  proper  period  to  begin  with,  in 
the  courfc  which  I  am  now  recommending)  do  not 
;-upt  it  bv  dipping  and  deviating  into  other 
it  :  but  confult  only  the 

muft     authentic      hiftories,      letters,     memoirs,     and 
negotiations,     relative    to     that     great     tranfaction; 

reading 
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reading  and  comparing  them,  with  all  that  caution 
and  diflruft  which  Lord  Bolingbroke  recommends 
to  you,  in  a  better  manner  and  in  better  words 
than  I  can.  The  next  period,  worth  your  particular 
knowledge,  is  the  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees ;  which  was 
calculated  to  lay,  and  in  effect  did  lay,  the  foundation  of 
the  iucceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  crown 
of  Spain.  Purlue  that  in  the  fame  manner,  fingling, 
out  of  the  millions  of  volumes  written  upon  than 
occafion,  the  two  or  three  mod  authentic  ones  •,  and 
particularly  letters,  which  are  the  bed  authorities 
in  matters  of  negotiation.  Next  come  the  Trea- 
ties of  Nimeguen  and  Ryfwick,  poftfcripts  in  a 
manner  to  thofe  of  Munfter  and  the  Pyrenees. 
Thofe  two  tranfactions  have  had  great  light  thrown 
upon  them  by  the  publication  of  many  authentic 
and  original  letters  and  pieces.  The  concefTions 
made  at  the  Treaty  of  Ryiwick,  by  the  then  tri- 
umphant Lewis  the  XlVth,  aftonifhed  all  thofe  who 
viewed  things  only  fuperficially  ;  but,  1  mould  think, 
muft  have  been  eafily  accounted  for  by  thofe  who 
knew  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  as  well  as 
of  the  health  of  it's  King,  Charles  the  lid,  at  that 
time.  The  interval,  between  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  and  the  breaking  out  of  the  great 
war  in  1702,  though  a  fhort,  is  a  molt  intereiling  one. 
Every  week  of  it  almoft  produced  fome  great  event. 
Two  partition  treaties,  the  death  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  his  unexpected  Will,  and  the  acceptance  of 
it  by  Lewis  the  XlVth,  in  violation  of  the  feconcl 
treaty  of  partition,  juft  figned  and  ratified  by  him. 
Philip  the  Vth  quietly  and  cheaf folly  received  in 
Spain,  and  acknowledged  as  King  of  it,  by  mod 
of  thofe  Powers,  who  afcerwards  joined  in  an  alliance 
to  dethrone  him.  I  cannot  help  making  this  obfcr- 
vation  upon  that  occafion  •,  that  character  has  often 
VOL.  II.  S  more 
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that   he    preferred    the    Will.      It    is    true,  i. 
hope   to   influence    his    grandfon  -,    but    he    could    ne- 
ver   expect    that  airbon  .    I  Vance 
fhould    influence  his  Bourbu:  •    he 
knew    too    well    how    weak    the    ties    of    blood     arc 
among   men,  an/.                                           ;:11   they    are 
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up    th.it  whole    ;!                             1    keep    that    book 
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the  allies  refufe  the  terms  of  peace  offered  by  him 
at  Gertruydenberg.  How  the  difadvantageous  peace 
of  Utrecht  was  afterwards  brought  on,  you  have 
lately  read  -,  and  you  cannot  inform  yourtelf  too  mi- 
nutely of  all  thole  circumftances,  that  treaty  being 
the  fremeft  fource,  from  whence  the  late  tranfac- 
tions  of  Europe  have  flowed.  The  alterations  that 
have  fince  happened,  whether  by  wars  or  treaties, 
are  lb  recent,  that  all  the  written  accounts  are  to  be 
helped  out,  proved,  or  contradicted,  by  the  oral  ones 
of  almoft  every  informed  perfon,  of  a  certain  age  or 
rank  in  life.  For  the  fads,  dates,  and  original  pieces 
of  this  century,  you  will  find  them  in  Lamberti,  till 
the  year  1715,  and  after  that  time  in  Roufiet's  Recueil. 
I  do  not  mean  that  you  mould  plod  hours  together 
in  refearches  of  this  kind  ;  no,  you  may  employ  your 
time  more  ufefully  •,  but  I  mean,  that  you  mould  make 
the  moft  of  the  moments  you  do  employ,  by  method, 
and  the  purfuit  of  one  fingle  object  at  a  time;  nor 
mould  I  call  it  a  digrellion  from  that  object,  if,  when 
you  meet  with  claming  and  jarring  pretenfiohs  of 
different  Princes  to  the  fame  thing,  you  had  im- 
mediately recourie  to  other  books,  in  which  thole 
feveral  pretenfions  were  clearly  dated  •,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  is  the  only  way  of  remembering  thofe 
contefted  rights  and  claims :  for,  were  a  man  to 
read  tout  de  fuite^  Schwederuss  T'beatrum  Preten- 
fwnum^  he  would  only  be  confounded  by  the  variety, 
and  remember  none  of  them  •,  whereas,  by  examining 
them  occafionally,  as  they  happen  to  occur,  either  in 
the  courle  of  your  hiitorical  reading,  or  as  they  are 
agitated  in  your  own  times,  you  will  retain  them, 
by  connecting  them  with  thole  hiftorical  fads  which 
occafioned  your  inquiry.  For  example,  had  you  read, 
in  the  courle  of  two  or  three  folios  of  Pretenfions, 
thofe,  among  others,  of  the  two  Kings  of  England 
and  PrulFia  to  Ooll  Frife,  it  is  impoflible  that  you 

S  2  mould 
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fhould  have   remembered  them  ;    but  now,  that  they 

are  become    the  at    the    1 

tifbon,  and   the    topic    ol  >ns, 

books    and    , 

,  and    inform   your!'  p  '[z.hly,  you   I 

ver  forget    them    as     long    as    you    live.     You 
hear  a  great  deal   of  them  on  on 
and  as  much  on  the  other  fide,  aftci^ 
hear  both   fides,  and  form  your  own  opinion  ; 
pute    with   neither. 

.n  foreign  Miniflcrs  t  >  their  I  and 

from  their  Courts  to  trum,  are,  if  genuine,  the  bell 
and  moll  authentic  records  you  can  read,  a^ 
they  go.  Cardinal  d'Oflat's,  Prcfident  Jcannin's,  D' El- 
William  Temple's,  will  not  only  inform 
your  mind,  but  form  your  ilyle;  which,  in  letters  of 
bufmefs,  fliould  be  very  plain  and  fimple,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  exceedingly  clear,  correct,  and  pure. 

All  that   I   have  faid  may  be  reduced   to  thefe  two 
or  three  plain  principles  i   ill,  That  you  ihould  now 
read  very  little,  but  converfe   a  great  deal  : 
read  no  ufelel>,  unprofitable  books  :  and,    jdly,  That 
thofc  which   you  do   read,  may    all   tend  to  I 
object,  and  be  relative  to,  and  i  ;itial  of  each 

other.     In  this  method,  halt  an  hour's  reading  every 
day  >ple  feldom  know 

how  to  employ  i  to   the    bell   advantage,  till 

they  hav  ..:tle   left  to  '  ,    but,   if  at  your 

,  in    the    be;  of   life,    people     would     buc 

confider  the   value  of   it,  and   put  c .  u   to 

imerelt,  it   is  incredible    what    an    additional  fund   of 
knowledge    .  ilure    fuJi    an    ceconomy    would 

briiif,  i   .      I    look    back  with   regret    upon    that    large 
lum      :  llich,   in    n.y    \outh,    I   lavidied    away 

idly,  without  cither  Take 

warning  be:  joy  every  moment;   pie.-.: 

do  not  con  .il   lu  long   as  life,  and  ; 

Hi. 
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mould  not  be  neglected  •,  and  the  longeft  life  is  too 
fhort  for  knowledge,  confcquently  every  moment  is 
precious. 

I  am  furprifc-d  at  having  received  no  letter  from 
you  fince  you  left  Paris,  I  ftill  direct  this  to  Straf- 
burgh,  as  1  did  my  two  laft.  I  mail  direct  my 
next  to  the  poft-houfe  at  Maience,  unlefs  I  re- 
ceive, in  the  mean  time,  contrary  inftructions  from 
you.  Adieu  !  Remember  les  attentions  :  they  muft  be 
your  pafTports  into  good  company. 

LETTER      LXI. 

London,  June  the  23d,  O.  S.   1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Direct  this  Letter  to  Ma'ience,  where  I  think  it  is 
likely  to  meet  you,  fuppofing,  as  I  do,  that  you 
ftaid  three  weeks  at  Manheim  after  the  date  of  your 
laft  from  thence:  but  fhould  you  have  (laid  longer  at 
Manheim,  to  which  I  have  no  objection,  it  will  wait 
for  you  at  Maience.  Ma'ience  will  not,  I  believe, 
have  charms  to  detain  you  above  a  week  ;  fo  that  I 
reckon  you  will  be  at  Bonn  at  the  end  of  July, 
N.  S.  There  you  may  (lay  juft  as  little  or  as  long 
as  you  pleafe,  and  then  proceed  to  Hanover. 

I  had  a  letter,  by  the  lad  poll,  from  a  relation  of 
mine  at  Hanover,  Mr.  Stanhope  Afpinwall,  who  is 
in  the  Duke  of  Newcaftlt's  office,  and  has  lately 
been  appointed  the  King's  Minifter  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers ;  a  poft,  which,  notwithstanding  your  views 
of  foreign  affairs,  I  believe  you  do  not  envy  him, 
He  tells  me  in  that  letter,  there  are  very  good  lodg- 
ings to  be  had  at  one  Mrs.  Meyers'  the  next  door 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's,  which  he  offers  to 
take  for  you  :  I  have  defired  him  to  do  it,  in  cafe 
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^  it  muft  be  fhorter  or  longer,  according  to 
certain  circumftances  which  you  know  cf;  fnppofing 
them  at  the  btrft,  then  flay  till  within  a  week  or 
ten  days  of  the  king's  return  to  England ;  but  fup- 
pofing  them  at  the  word,  your  ftay  muit  not  be 
too  fnort,  for  reafons  which  you  alfo  know  :  no  re- 
fentment  mufr  cither  appear  or  be  fufpecled  \  there- 
fore, at  word,  I  think  you  muft  remain  there  a 
month,  and  at  bed,  as  long  as  ever  you  pleafe. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  all  will  turn  out  very 
well  for  you  there.  Every  body  is  engaged  or  in- 
clined to  help  you ;  the  Minifters,  both  Englifh  and 
German,  the  principal  Ladies,  and  inoft  of  the  fo- 
reign Minifters  -,  fo  that  I  may  apply  to  you  nulluw 
numen  abeft,  fi  fit  prudentia.  Du  Perron  will,  I  be- 
lieve, be  back  there,  from  Turin,  much  about  the 
time  you  get  there  :  pray  be  very  attentive  to  him, 
and  connecl  yourfelf  with  him  as  much  as  ever  you 
.can  ;  for,  beficks  that  he  is  a  very  pretty  and  well- 
informed  man  he  is  very  much  in  fafhion  at  Hano- 
ver, is  perfonally  very  well  with  the  King,  and  cer- 
tain Ladies ;  fo  that  a  vifible  intimacy  and  connection 
with  him  will  do  you  credit  and  fervice.  Pray  culti- 
vate Monfieur  Hop,  the  Dutch  Minifter,  who  has  al- 
ways been  very  much  rny  friend,  and  will,  I  am  fure, 
be  yours  :  his  manners,  it  is  true,  are  not  very  en- 
gaging ;  he  is  rough,  but  he  is  fmcere.  It  is  very 
ufeful  fometiines  to  fee  the  things  which  one  ought  to 
avoid,  as  it  is  right  to  fee  very  often  thofe  which  one  ought 
to  imitate;  and  my  friend  Hop's  manners  will  fre- 
quently point  out  to  you  what  yours  ought  to  be,  by  the 
rule  of  contraries. 

Congreve  points  out  a  fort  of  critics,  to  whom  he 
fays   that  we  are  doubly  obliged  : 

Rules  for  good  writing  they  with  pains  indite, 
Then  mow  us  what  is  bad,  by  what  they  write. 
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years  old,  whom  they  were  exceedingly  fond  of; 
in  order  to  make  my  court  to  them,  I  was  fo  too, 
and  ufed  to  take  the  child  often  upon  my  lap,  and 
play  with  him.  One  day  his  nofe  was  very  fnotty, 
upon  which  I  took  out  my  handkercdief  and  wiped 
it  for  him ;  this  raifed  a  loud  laugh,  and  they  called 
me  a  very  handy  nurfe;  but  the  father  and  mo- 
ther were  fo  pleafed  with  it,  that  to  this  day  it  is  an 
anecdote,  in  the  family  ;  and  I  never  receive  a  letter 
from  Comte  Waffenaer,  but  he  makes  me  the  compli 
ments  du  morveux  que  f  ay  mouche  autrcfois :  who,  by 
.the  way,  I  aiii  aflured,  is  now  the  prettied  young  fel- 
low in  Holland.  Where  one  would  gain  people,  re- 
member that  nothing  is  little.  Adieu  ! 

LETTER       LXII. 

London,  June  the  26th,  O.  S.  1752, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AS  I  have  reafon  to  fear,  from  your  lad  letter  of 
the  1 8th,  N.  S.  from  Manheim,  that  all,  or  at 
lead  mod  of  my  letters  to  you,  fince  you  left  Paris, 
have  mifcarried  ;  I  think  it  requifite,  at  all  events,  to 
repeat  in  this,  the  neceflary  parts  of  thofe  feveral  let- 
ters, as  far  as  they  relate  to  your  future  motions. 

I  fuppofe  that  this  will  either  find  you,  or  be  but  a 
few  days  before  you  at  Bonn,  where  it  is  directed  ;  and 
I  fuppofe  too,  that  you  have  fixed  your  time  for  going 
from  thence  to  Hanover,  If  things  turn  out  well  at 
Hanover,  as  in  my  opinion  they  will,  Chi  ft  a  bene  nonfi 
muova  day  there  till  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  King 
lets  out  for  England  ;  but,  fhould  they  turn  out  ill, 
which  I  cannot  imagine,  day  however  a  month,  that 
your  departure  may  not  feem  a  dep  of  difcontent  or 
peeviflinefs  j  the  very  fufpicion  of  which  is,  by  all 
means,  to  be  avoided.  Whenever  you  leave  Hanover, 

be 
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fooner  or  be  it  later,  where  you  would  go?     Lei  e 
Padrone^  and  I  give  you  your  choice:  Would  you 
the  months  of  November  and  December  at  Bruniv, 
Cafiel,  &c.  ?     Would  you  chute  to  go  for  a  couple  or" 
months  to  Ratifbon,  where  you  would  be  ,1  re- 

commended to,  and  treated  by,  the  King's  Electoral 
Minifter,  the  Baron  de  Be'hr,  and  where  you  would  im- 
prove your  jus  pubticum  ?     Or  would  you  rather  go  di- 
rectly to  Berlin,  and  flay  there  till  the  end  of  the 
nival  ?     Two  or  three  months  at  Berlin  are,  confider- 
ing  all  circumllances,  neceirary  tor  you  ;  and  the  Car- 
nival months  are  the  bell  •,  pour  lertfte  decide-z  en  dc 
reffort,  et  fans  appel  cotnme  dy  abus.      Let  me  only  know 
your  decree,  when  you  have  formed  it.     Your  good  or  ill 
fuccels  at  Hanover  will  1.  :y  great  influence  up- 

on your  fubfequent  character,  figure,  and  fortune  in 
the  world  -,  therefore  I  confels,  that  I  am  more  anxious 
about  ir,  than  ever  bride  was  on  her  wedding-night, 
when  wifhes,  hopes,  fears,  and  doubts,  tumultuoufly 
agitate,  pleale,  and  terrify  her.  It  is  \our  firll  crifis  : 
the  character  which  YOU  acquire  there,  will,  more  or 

be   that  which  will   abide  by  you  for  the  reft  of 

your  life.     You  will  be  tried  and  judged  there,  not  as 

ut  as  a  man  -,  and  from  that  moment  there  is 

>r  character  :   it  is   fixed.      To   form  that 

.geouily,  you  have  three  objects  par- 

to  attend  to:  your  character  \\  of  mo- 

,  truth,  and  honour  •,  your  knowledge,  in  the  ob- 
jects of  \ou;  of  bufmefs  ;  and 
your  en  :ul  infnr.  Jdrefs,  air,  and  man- 
ners, .irtier-,  the  lure  and  only  llrps  to  favour. 

.t  at  Courts,  without  favour,  will  do  little  or  no- 
thing •,  favour,  without  merit,  will  do  a  good  deal  \ 
but  favour  and  merit  together  will  do  t\  g. — 

nir  at  Courts  depends  upon  U  luch  trifling, 

fuch  unexpected,  and  unforeieen  eve  :   a  good 

Courtier  mud  attend  to  icumliance,  hov« 

little, 
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,  that  either  does,  or  car. 

fences,  :  ;  not 

mind  it  -,  who  would  have  the 
to  have  mi  \nd  to  have  :  it.     A  chart 

maid  I 

.iuced  others 

I  Court, 

nor  b  ;  or  a  cat  the 

diflike   me.  >vell    inftrufted, 

know,  made  : 

i  man  makes  at  l  res  as  much 

attention  and  circijmfpe£Hqn,  a 
forrr.  hoc  plough- ftiares,  in  the  Ordeal,  or 

lies  of 
;jon  as  d< 
nocence  or  guilt.      1 

Hanover,  at  the  D —  of  N " 

rv  \\.  /.del  •,  wh  little 

(kill,  making  :efllon. 

for  h  u  do  ;    : 

and  -  :o  him  j  and,  as  loon  as  v 

afoot  of  talking  c  .  !iim,  tell  him;-?;  . 

his  (kill  and  flections  in  I 

^u  no  reaibn  to  doubt  of  his  carry  in.: 
you  look  upo: 
the  Empire.  In  his  houis 
on,  drop,  that  he  puts  you  in 

mind  of  n  Temple  IV.  -  Penfio- 

;  ;  \v:;o.  at  ih.ic  half  Eu- 

rope j  th  .md  pub- 

othing  elfe  to  do,  or  to  think 

.en  he  ta:  ,  u  upon  :  .  ftairs,  which 

vill  often  do,  f.iy,  th  cannot  prefume 

opinion  of  your  ^n  thofe  matters, 

jfent,  only  as  a  poftfcripc 

to  \ht  corps  diplomatique  $  but  that,  if  his  Grace  will  be 
o  make  .ume  to  it,  though 

but 


but  in  duodecimo 
neither  be  afhamed  nor  rt 

to  open  himfclf 

has  now  no  fuch  pcrfon  with  him  -,  t,' 
and  if  you  I  In  one  ; 

alone,  do  not  humour  him  ;  I  mean  drinking  -, 
believe   you   have  IK  n  drunk,  »  not 

know  how  you  <  your  wine,  and  v 

"le  too  much  of  it  may  make  you  do  or  fay  :   you 
.c  poflibly  kick  down  all  you  had  done  bei 
u  do  not  love  gaming,  and  I  thank  ( 
but  at  Hanover  1  would  have  you  fhow,  and  j 
particular  dillikc  to  pla\  o  decline  it  upon  all 

occafions,  unlcls  where  one  may  be  wanu  .kc  a 

fourth  at  whiil  or  quadrii'  >  de- 

clare it  the  refult  of  your  compl  not  of  your 

inclinations.     Without  fuch  precaution,  you  n 
poflibly  be  fufpedted,  though  unjuitly,  of  loving  j 
upon  account  of  my  former  paflion  for  it;  an; 
fufpicion  would  do  you  a  great  deal  of  hu: 
with  the  Kinp;,  who  detefls   «aming.     1  mull  end  this 
abruptly.     God  b! 


L  I  K  R 
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LETTER      LXIII. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

VERSATILITY  as  a  courtier,  may  be  almoft  de- 
cifive  to  you  hereafter  •,  that  is,  it  may  conduce 
to,  or  retard  your  preferment  in  your  own  deftination. 
The  firft  reputation  goes  a  great  way  •,  and  if  you  fix 
a  good  one  at  Hanover,  it  will  operate  alfo  to  your  ad- 
vantage in  England.  The  trade  of  a  courtier  is  as 
much  a  trade,  as  that  of  a  fhoemaker-,  and  he  who 
applies  himfelf  the  moft,  will  work  the  beft :  the  on- 
ly difficulty  is  to  diftinguifh.  (what  I  am  fure  you  have 
fenfe  enough  to  diftinguifh)  between  the  right  and  pro- 
per qualifications  and  their  kindred  faults  ;  for  there 
is  but  a  line  between  every  perfection  and  its  neigh- 
bouring imperfection.  As  for  example,  you  mull  be 
extremely  well  bred  and  polite,  but  without  the  trou- 
blefome  forms  and  ftirTnefs  of  ceremony.  You  muft 
be  refpectful  and  afifenting,  but  without  being  fer- 
vile  and  abject.  You  muft  be  frank,  but  without 
indifcretion,  and  clofe,  without  being  coftive. — You 
muft  keep  up  dignity  of  character,  without  the 
leaft  pride  of  birth,  or  rank.  You  muft  be  gay, 
within  all  the  bounds  of  decency  and  refpect  •,  and 
grave  without  the  affectation  of  wifdom,  which  does 
not  become  the  age  of  twenty.  You  muft  be  ef- 
fentially  fecret,  without  being  dark  and  myfterious. 
You  muft  be  firm,  and  even  bold,  but  with  great 
feeming  modefty. 

With  thefe  qualifications,  which,  by  the  way,  are 
all  in  your  own  power,  I  will  anfwer  for  your  fuccefs, 
not  only  at  Hanover,  but  at  any  Court  in  Europe. — 
And  I  am  not  forry  that  you  begin  your  apprentice- 
Ihip  at  a  little  onej  becaufe,  you  muft  be  more  cir- 
cumfpect,  and  more  upon  your  guard  there,  than 

at 
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at  a  grc  .vhere  every  little  thing  is  not  known, 

nor   i 

When  me,   or    to 

from  thence,  take  care  that  your 
mendations  of  all   that  you   ; 
they   will   molt  of  them   be 
ient    couriers   will   i 

to    me 

rcferve  ;  and  put  your  letters  into  I  le  box,  which 

you  may  fend  iafely  by  ibme  of  them. 

I  muft  not  omit  mentioning  liar,  at  the  V 

of  N  frequently   i 

there  is  a  great  deal  of  drinking;  he  upon  your  o 
againft   it,  both   upon  account  of  your  healti 
would  not   bear  it,  and   of  the  confequences  of  j 
being  fluttered  and   i 

gage  you  in  fcrapes  and  frolics,  which  the  King  v 
is  a  very  fober  man   himlelf)  detetts.     On   the   other 
hand,  you  Ihould  not  fcem    too  gi  c    to 

drink  like   tlie    reft  of  the  com:  therefore 

art-,    mix  water   with  your   wine;    do  not  drink    all 
that  is  in  the  glafs ;  and  if  detected,  and   prelVc 
drink  more,  do  not  cry  out  foL  that 

you   hav  been  out  of  order,  that  fub- 

jedt  to  inflammatory  co.  ,  and  th..  muft 

beg  to  be  ex  oung  fellow 

it  to  be  wi:er  th 

.ght  to  ieem  .;ly   be  fo 

or  not. 

During   yor.r  ftay   at   Hanover,  I  would  liave    you 
make  two  or  three  cxcurfions  to  j  otor- 

•rc  the  filver  mines   arc;  Gottin- 
gen,  for  the  r.  it  commerce  there 

is.      You  fh  In  Ihort,   fee  every 

thing  that  is  to  be  fcen  ti 

of  all  the  details  of  that  .  .«mburgh 

for  three  01  I  s  and  know   the  conftitution   of 

that 
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that  little  Hanfeatic  Republic,  and  inform  yourfelf 
well  of  the  nature  of  the  King  of  Denmark's  preten- 
fions  to  it. 

If  all  things  turn  out  right  for  you  at  Hanover,  I 
would  have  you  make  it  your  head-quarters,  till  about 
a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  King  leaves  it ;  and  then 
go  to  Brunfwick,  which,  though  a  little,  is  a  very  po- 
lite pretty  Court.  You  may  ftay  there  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  as  you  like  it ;  and  from  thence  go  to 
Cafiel,  and  there  flay  till  you  go  to  Berlin  j  where  I 
would  have  you  be  by  Chriftmas.  At  Hanover  you 
will  very  eafily  get  good  letters  of  recommendation  to 
Brunfwick  and  to  Caflel.  You  do  not  want  any  to 
Berlin ;  however,  1  will  fend  you  one  for  Voltaire.  A 
propos  of  Berlin  ^  be  very  [referved  and  cautious,  while 
at  Hanover,  as  to  that  King  and  that  country  -,  both 
which  are  detefted,  becaufe  feared  by  every  body  there, 
from  his  Majefty  down  to  the  meaneft  peafant :  but 
however,  they  both  extremely  deferve  your  utmoft  at- 
tention j  and  you  will  fee  the  arts  and  wifdom  of  go- 
vernment better  in  that  country,  now,  than  in  any 
other  in  Europe.  You  may  ftay  three  months  at  Ber- 
lin, if  you  like  it,  as  I  believe  you  will ;  and  after  that 
I  hope  we  mall  meet  here  again. 

Of  all  the  places  in  the  world  (I  repeat  it  once 
more)  eftablifh  a  good  reputation  at  Hanover,  et  faites 
•uous  valoir  la,  autant  qu'il  eft  pqffibk ;  par  le  brillant^ 
les  manieres,  et  hs  graces.  Indeed  it  is  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  you,  and  will  make  any  future  applica- 
tion to  the  King  in  your  behalf  very  eafy.  He  is  more 
taken  by  thofe  little  things,  than  any  man  or  even  wo- 
man, that  I  ever  knew  in  my  life  :  and  I  do  not  wonder 
at  him.  In  fhort,  exert  to  the  utmoft  all  your  means 
and  powers  to  pleafe ;  and  remember,  that  he  who 
pleafes  the  mod,  will  rife  the  foonefl,  and  the  higheft. 
Try  but  once  the  pleafure  and  advantage  of  pleafing, 

and 
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and  I  will  anfwer,  that  you  v  :  more  negled  the 

means. 

end  you  one  to  Monfieur 

Munchauicn,  the  other  to  iV 

old  friend  of  mine,  and  :<:nfil>le  knowing  man. 

rCj    be  extremely 

and  carry  you  into  the  bed  con 
your  buii  IK- ! 

more  anxious  about  any  period  ot  your  lite,   than 
about  this   your   Hanover   expedition,  it   being  Oi 
much   more  confequcnce   to  you  than  any  other.      IT  1 
hear  from  thence,  thac  you  a 

for  your   air,  your  manners,  and  adcircls,  as  well   as 
efteemed  for  your  knowledge,  I  fhall  be   the 
man  in   the  world  i  judge  then   wlut  I  mult  be,  if  it 
happens  otherwife.     Adieu  ! 

LETTER  IV. 

London,  July  the  2 1  it,  O.  S     . 
LEND, 

BY  my  calculation,  this  letter  may  probably  arrive 
at  Hanover  th;  before  you  ;  and 

as  I  am  fure  of  its  arriving  there  ;hall  contain 

the  moft  material  points  that   i  -Mentioned  in  my 

feveral  letters   to  \ou   lince  you  1 
had  received  but.  .,  which  nuy  very  j 

bably  be  the  c 

!  \  it  mult  not  /;;  .ill events 

be  lefs  tli  nth  i  but,  if  i  .1  n  out  to  \iurfa- 

tisfiifliony  itmaylx:  jult  n  thence 

you  may  go  wherever  you  lik;  -.ood  an 

opinion  of  your  judgment,  that  I  think  you  will  combine 
and   weigh  all  circURlfttncet,  and   (hufct! 
places.       Would    you   faunter    at  fome  of   the    fmall 
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courts,  as  Brunfwick,  Caflel,  &c.  till  the  Carnival  ac 
Berlin  ?  You  are  mafter.  Would  you  pafs  a  couple 
of  months  at  Ratifbon,  which  might  not  be  ill  employ- 
ed ?  A  la  bonne  beure.  Would  you  go  to  BrufTels,  ftay 
a  month  or  two  there  with  Dayrolles,  and  from  thence 
to  Mr.  Yorke,  at  the  Hague  ?  With  alt  my  heart. 
Or,  laftly  would  you  go  to  Copenhagen  and  Stock- 
holm ?  Lei  e  anche  Padrone :  chufe  entirely  for  your- 
felf,  without  any  farther  inftruclions  from  me  -,  only 
let  me  know  your  determination  in  time,  that  I  may 
fettle  your  credit,  in  cafe  you  go  to  places  where  at 
prefent  you  have  none.  Your  object  mould  be  to  fee 
the  mores  multorum  bominwn  et  urbes ;  begin  and  end  it 
where  you  pleafe. 

By  what  you  have  already  feen  of  the  German  Courts, 
I  am  fure  you  muft  have  obferved  that  they  are  much 
more  nice  and  fcrupulous,  in  point  of  ceremony,  re- 
fpect,  and  attention,  than  the  greater  Courts  of  France 
and  England.  You  will  therefore,  I  am  perfuaded, 
attend  to  the  minuteft  circumftances  of  addrefs  and  be- 
haviour, particularly  during  your  ftay  at  Hanover, 
which  (I  will  repeat  it,  though  I  have  faid  it  often  to 
you  already)  is  the  moft  important  preliminary  period 
of  your  whole  life.  Nobody  in  the  world  is  more  ex- 
act in  all  points  of  good- breeding,  than  the  King  -9 
and  it  is  the  part  of  every  man's  character  that  he  in- 
forms himfelf  of,  firft.  The  leail  negligence,  or  the 
flighteft  inattention,  reported  to  him,  may  do  you  in- 
finite prejudice ;  as  their  contraries  would,  fervice. 

If  Lord  Albemarle  (as  I  believe  he  did)  trufted  you 
with  the  fecret  affairs  of  his  department,  let  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle  know  that  he  did  fo-,  which 
will  be  an  inducement  to  him  to  truft  you  too, 
and  poflibly  to  employ  you  in  affairs  of  confe- 
quence.  Tell  him,  that,  though  you  are  young, 
you  know  the  importance  of  fecrecy  in  bufmefs,  and 

VOL.  II.  T  can 
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can    keep    a  fccrctj    that    I   have    always    inculcated 
this  doctrine  into  \ou,  and  have  moi cover  ftri<5lly  for- 
bidden you  ever   to  communicate,  even   to  me, 
matters  of  a  fecret  nature,  which  you  ippen  to 

be  trufted  with  in  the  courfe  of  bufinefs. 

s  for  bufinefs,  I  think  I  can  truft  \ou  to  your! 
but  I  wifh  I  could   fay  as  much  for  you  with  regard  to 
thofe   exterior  accomplimments,  which    are   a 
neccflary  to  fmooth  and  fhorten  the  way  to  it.     Half 
the  bufincfs  is  done,  when  one  has  gained  the  heart 
the  affections  of  thofe  with  whom  one  is  to  tranfa 
Air   and  addrefs   muft   begin,   marine:  ittention 

muft  finim  that  work.     I   will   let  you   into  one  K 
concerning  myfelf;  which  is,  that  1  owe  much  mo; 
the  fucccfs  which  I  have  had  in  the  world,  to  my  man- 
,  than  to   any  fuperior  degree  of  merit  or  know- 
ledge.    I  de-fired  to  pleafe,  and  I  neglected  none  of  the 
means.     This,  I  can  aflure  you,  without  any  falfemo- 
defty,  is  the  truth.     You  have  more  knowledge  than  1 
had  ;  age,  but  then  I  had  much  more  attention, 

and  i;oovi  breeding  than  >ou.      Call   it  vanity,  if 
plea!  oliibly  it  was  fo  •,   but  my  great  o! 

to  make  cveiy  man  I  met  with  like  me,   and  e\ 
manjovc  me.      1  often  fucceciled  ;  but  win  r  By  taking 

.:nsi   for 

by  no  means  intr  ,  and    I   had  certainly  an 

up-hill  j.  our  countenance   would   help 

you,  .  the   mod  of  it,  and   profcribed    for 

ever,    the   g,.  .  :r   of  it. 

Drcl  i\  conn- 

well. 

If  you  have  time  t<> 

books  you  read  be  all  to  the   hiilory  and  con. 

flitution   of  that  country,    ui-.-Ji    1    w«  uld    have   you 
kno-  '-(>lc 

If    of  the   powers  of  the 
States,- 
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States,  and  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  feveral  Ju- 
dicatures j  the  particular  articles  of  trade  and  commerce 
of  Bremen,  Harburg,  and  Stadej  the  details  and  va- 
lue of  the  mines  of  the  Hartz.  Two  or  three  mort 
books  will  give  you  the  outlines  of  all  thefe  things  5 
and  converfation,  turned  upon  thofe  fubjects,  will  do 
the  reft,  and  better  than  books  can, 

Remember,  of  all  things,  to  fpeak  nothing  but 
German  there  ;  make  it  (to  exprefs  myfelf  pedantically) 
your  vernacular  language ;  feem  to  prefer  it  to  any 
other ;  call  it  your  favourite  language,  and  fiudy  to 
fpeak  it  with  purity  and  elegancy,  if  it  has  any. 
This  will  not  only  make  you  perfect  in  it,  but  will 
pleafe,  and  make  your  court  there  better  than  any 
thing.  Apropos  of  languages  -,  Did  you  improve  your 
Italian  while  you  were  at  Paris,  or  did  you  forget  i':P 
Had  you  a  matter  there  ;  and  what  Italian  boi.KS  did 
you  read  with  him  ?  If  you  are  mafter  of  Italian,  I 
would  have  you  afterwards,  by  the  firft  convenient  op- 
portunity, learn  Spanifh,  which  you  may  very  caiily, 
and  in  a  very  little  time  do ;  you  will  then,  in  the 
courfe  of  your  foreign  bufmefs,  never  be  obliged  to 
employ,  pay,  or  trull,  any  Translator,  for  any  Euro- 
pean language. 

As  I  love  to  provide  eventually  for  every  thing  that 
can  pofiibly  happen,  1  will  fuppofe  the  worft  that  can 
befall  you  at  Hanover.  In  that  cafe,  I  would  have  you 
go  immediately  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  beg  his 
Grace's  advice,  or  rather  orders,  what  you  mould  do ; 
adding,  that  his  advice  will  always  be  orders  to  you. 
You  will  tell  him,  that,  though  you  are  exceedingly 
mortified,  you  are  much  lefs  fo,  than  you  ihould  other- 
wife  be,  from  the  confideration,  that,  being  utterly 
unknown  to  his  M — ,  his  objection  could  not  be  per- 
fonai  to  you,  and  could  only  arife  from  circumftances, 
which  it  was  not  in  your  power  either  to  prevent  or  re. 

T  2  medy ; 
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rnedy:   that  if  his  Grace  thought,  that  your  continuing 
any  longer  there  would  be  difagrceablc,  you  intreated 
him  to  tell  you  fo  •,  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  you 
fcrrc  !f  entirely  to  him,  whofe  orders  you  mould 

mod  fcrupuloufly  obey.  But  this  precaution,  1  dare 
fay,  is  ex  alundanti,  and  will  prove  unneceflary  ;  how- 
ever, it  is  always  right  to  be  prepared  for  all  events, 
the  worft  as  well  as  the  beft  j  it  prevents  hurry  and  fur- 
prize,  two  dangerous  fituations  in  bufinefs:  for  I 
know  no  one  thing  fo  ufeful,  fo  neceflary  in  all  bufi- 
nefs, as  great  coolnefs,  rteadinefs,  and  fang  froid-^ 
they  give  an  incredible  advantage,  over  whoever  one 
has  to  do  with. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  i5th,  N.  S. 
from  Maience,  where  I  find  that  you  have  diverted 
yourfclf  much  better  than  I  expected.  I  am  very 
well  acquainted  with  Comte  Cobentzel's  character, 
both  of  parts  and  bufinefs.  He  could  have  given 
you  letters  to  Bonn,  having  formerly  refided  there 
himftlf.  You  will  not  be  fo  agreeably  elfftrificd, 
where  this  letter  will  find  you,  as  you  were,  both  at 
Manhcim  and  MaYencc -,  but  I  hope  you  may  meet 

with  a   fccond    German    Mrs.   F Id,    who  may 

make  you  forge'  <>   former   ones,  and    practice 

your  German.      Such    tranlr  »ns   will  do   you 

no   harm  ;    but,    on    the    contrary,     a    great   deal   of 

rhcy    will    refine   your  manners    ami    quicken 

n  \    they  give  a  young  fellow  du   brillani^ 
and   bring    him    into    fafhion ;    which    lafl   is   a  great 

:rg  out  in  the  world. 

I  have  wrote,  above  a  month  ago,  to  Lord  Albe- 

marle,    to  thank  him  for   all   his  kindncflcs   to  you  -, 

pray    have  you  done  as    much  ?    Thofc    are  the 

neceflary  attentions,    which   fhould    never  be  omitted, 

efpecia'.ly    in    the  beginning  of  life,  when  a  character 

is  to  be  eftablifhed. 

That 
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That  ready  wit  which  you  fo  partially  allow  me% 
and  fo  juftly  Sir  Charles  Williams,  may  create  many 
admirers;  but,  take  my  word  for  it,  it  makes  few 
friends.  It  mines  and  dazzles  like  the  noon-day  fun, 
but,  like  that  too,  is  very  apt  to  fcorch  ;  and  therefore 
is  always  feared.  The  milder,  morning  and  evening, 
light  and  heat  of  that  planet,  footh  and  calm  our 
minds.  Good  fenfe,  complaifance,  gentlenefs  of  man- 
ners, attentions,  and  graces,  are  the  only  things  that 
truly  engage,  and  durably  keep  the  heart  at  long  run. 
Never  feek  for  wit  •,  if  it  prefents  itfelf  well  and  good; 
but,  even  in  that  cafe,  let  your  judgment  interpofe ; 
and  take  care  that  it  be  not  at  the  expence  of  any  body. 
Pope  fays  very  truly, 

There  are  whom  heaven  has  bled  with  ftore  of  wit, 
Yet  want  as  much  again  to  govern  it. 

And  in  another  place,  I  doubt  with  too  much  truth, 

For  wit  and  judgment  ever  are  at  ftrife, 
Though  meant  each  other's  aid,  like  man  and  wife. 

The  Germans  are  very  feldom  troubled  with  any  ex- 
traordinary ebullitions  or  effervefcences  of  wit,  and  it  is 
not  prudent  to  try  it  upon  them  ;  whoever  does,  offen- 
det  folido. 

Remember  to  write  me  very  minute  accounts  of  all 
your  tranfa&ions  at  Hanover,  for  they  excite  both  my 
impatience  and  anxiety.  Adieu. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER       LXV. 

London,  Auguft  the  4th,  O.  S.    i 
MY  DI 

1A  M    extremely  concerned  at  the  return  of  your  old 
allhmatic  complaint,  which  your  letter  from  l 
of  the  3  8th  July,  N.  S.  informs  me  of.     I   belie. 
is  chiefly  owing  to  your  own  negligence  •,  for,  notwith- 
ing  the  feafon  of  the  year,  an  at  and  agita- 

tion of  travelling,  ;  you  have  not  taken  one 

fmgle  dofe  of  gentle,  cooling  phyfic,  fince  that  whkh  1 
made  you  take  at  Bath.  1  hope  you  are  now  bettor, 
and  in  better  hands,  I  mean  in  Dr.  I  t  Hano- 

ver :   he  is  certainly  :i  !ful  phyfician,  and  there- 

fore I  defire  that  you  will  inform  him  moll  minutely  of 
your  own  cafr,  from   )our   iirft  attack   in  Carniola  to 
-J.upurgh  -,  and   not   onl\    follow  his  pre- 
fcriptions    exactly  lent,   but   take   his  directions, 

wit! i  regard  to  the  regimen  that  he  would  i  ;  ob- 

fcrv<  vent  the    returns  of  this  nt|   and, 

in  cafe    of  any  returns,    the    im 

her  external  or  internal,   th.r  uld  have  you 

nuke  ufc   of.      ( 

while  to  fubmit  ai  ie  or 

:i  or- 
,!>lefomc 

painful  a  dif:  the  returns  of  winch  would  equally 

break  in  upon  your  bufmefs  or  \  >.     Not- 

retibo,  I 

rnuch  fear,   that,  as  1-  it  of 

your  prcfent  clillrcfs,  1  take  no  preventive  i  arc, 

courie  of  ;  but, 

moil  people  of  your  age,  think  il  that 

you 
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you  ever  fhould  be  ill  again.  However,  if  you  will  not 
be  wife  for  your  own  fake,  I  defire  you  will  be  fo  for 
mine,  and  moft  fcrupuloufiy  obferve  Dr.  Hugo's  pre- 
fent  and  future  directions.  ' 

Hanover,  where  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are,  is  at 
prefent  the  feat  and  center  of  foreign  negotiations  ; 
there  are  Minifters  from  almoft  every  Court  in  Europe; 
and  you  have  a  fine  opportunity  of  difplaying  with  mo- 
defty,  in  converfation,  your  knowledge  of  the  matters 
now  in  agitation.  The  chief  I  take  to  be  the  Election 
of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  which,  though  I  defpair 
of,  I  heartily  wifh  were  brought  about  for  two  reafons. 
The  firft  i?,  that  I  think  it  may  prevent  a  war  upon  the 
death  of  the  prefent  Emperor,  who,  though  young 
and  healthy,  may  pofiibly  die,  as  young  and  healthy 
people  often  do.  The  other,  is  the  very  reafon  that 
makes  fome  powers  oppofe  it,  and  others  diflike 
it,  who  do  not  openly  oppofe  it  j  I  mean,  that 
it  may  tend  to  make  the  Imperial  dignity  heredi- 
tary in  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  I  heartily 
wifh,  together  with  a  very  great  increafe  of  power  in 
the  Empire  -,  till  when,  Germany  will  never  be  any 
thing  near  a  match  for  France.  Cardinal  Richelieu 
fhowed  his  fuperior  abilities  in  nothing  more,  than  in 
thinking  no  pains  nor  expence  too  great  to  break  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  the  Empire.  Ferdi- 
nand had  certainly  made  himfelf  abfolute,  and  the 
Empire  confequently  formidable  to  France,  if  that 
Cardinal  had  not  pioufly  adopted  the  Proteftant  caufe, 
and  put  the  Empire,  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  in 
pretty  much  the  fame  disjointed  fituation  in  which 
France  itfelf  was  before  Lewis  the  Xlth  •,  when  Princes 
of  the  blood,  at  the  head  of  provinces,  and  Dukes  of 
Brittany,  &c.  always  oppofed,  and  often  gave  laws  to 
the  Crown.  Nothing  but  making  the  Empire  heredi- 
tary in  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  can  give  it  that  ftrength 

and 
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and  efficiency,  which  I  wiih  it  had,  for  the  fake  of 
rice  of  power.     For  while  the  Princes  of  the  I 
pire  are  fo  indcpendant  of  the  Emperor,  fo  divided 
among  thrmfclves,  and  fo  open   to  the  corruptio 
the  beft  bidders  •,  it  is   ridiculous  to  expect  that  < 
many  ever  will,  or   can,  ad  as    a  compact  and   well- 
united    bix';    againft  France.     But    as  this    notion   of 

i  ild  as  little  plezCcfomt  of  our 

of  o  ies,  I  would  not  advifc  you,  though  you 

fhould  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  to  declare  yourfelf  too 
free!  Could  the  Kleclor  1  be  fatisfied, 

h  I  confefs  will  be  difficult,  confidering  the  nature 
of  his  prctenfions,  the  tenacioufnefs  and  haughtinefs  of 
the  Court  o:  1  our  inabii  o,  as  we 

have  too  often  done,  their  work  for  them  ;    I  fa , 
the  Elector  Palatine  could  be  engaged  to  give  his  vote> 
J  mould  think  it  would  be  right  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion with  a  clear  majority  of  five  votes  ;  and  leave  the 
King  of  PrufTir.,  and  :or  of  Cologne,  to  proteft 

and  remonftrate  as  much   as   ever  they   pleafe. 
former  is   too  wile,  and  the   latter  too   weak,  in  every 
rcfpect,  to  act  in  confequence  of  thofe  protcfts.      The 
diltractc  ecclcfialtical  and 

parliamentary  quarrels,  not  to  mention  the  illnefs  and 
poflibly  the  death  of  the  1  ,  will  make  the  K 

of  Pruilia,  who  i  -  in  his  ii 

very  cautious  how  he  ads  as  one.  The  Elector  of 
Saxony  will  be  influenced  by  the  King  of  Poland,  who 
muft  be  determi  Ruflia,  confidering  his  views 

upon  Poland,  which,  by  the  bye,  I  hope  he  will  never 
obtain  :  I  mean,  as  to  making  that  crown  hereditary 
in  his  family.  As  for  his  fon's  having  it  by  the  preca* 
rious  tenure  of  election,  by  which  his  father  now  holds 
it,  a  la  lonne  bcurc.  But,  mould  Poland  have  a  good 
government  under  hereditary  Kings,  there  would  be  a 
devil  raifed  in  Europe,  that  I  do  not  know  who 

could 
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could  lay.  I  am  fure  I  would  not  raife  him,  though  on 
my  own  fide  for  the  prefent. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  came  to  trouble  my  head  fo 
much  about  politics,  to-day,  which  has  been  fo  very 
free  from  them  for  fome  years  j  I  fuppofe  it  was,  be- 
caufe  I  knew  that  I  was  writing  to  the  moft  confum- 
mate  politician  of  this,  and  his  age.  If  I  err,  you  will 
fet  me  right  j  fi  quid  novijli  reftius  ijlis^  candidus  impertiy 
&c. 

I  am  exceflively  impatient  for  your  next  letter,  which 
I  expect  by  the  firft  poft  from  Hanover,  to  remove  my 
anxiety,  as  I  hope  it  will,  not  only  with  regard  to  your 
health,  but  likewife  to  other  things  ;  in  the  mean  time, 
in  the  language  of  a  pedant,  but  with  the  tendernefs  of 
a  parent,  jubeo  te  bene  valere. 

Lady  Chefterfield  makes  you  many  compliments, 
and  is  much  concerned  at  your  indifpofition. 


LETTER      LXVI. 

A  Monfieur  de  Voltaire  pour  lors  a  Berlin. 

A  Londres,  27  d'Aout,  V,  S.  1752. 
MONSIEUR, 

JE  m'interefle  infiniment  a  tout  ce  qui  touche 
Monfieur  Stanhope,  qui  aura  Fhonneur  de  vous 
rendre  cette  lettre-,  c'eft  pourquoi  je  prens  la  liberte 
de  vous  le  prefenter ;  je  ne  peux  pas  lui  en  donner 
une  preuve  plus  convainquante.  11  a  beaucoup  lu, 
il  a  beaucoup  vu,  s'il  1'a  bien  digere  voila  ce  que  je 
ne  fcais  pas ;  il  n'a  que  vingt  ans.  II  a  deja  ete  u 
Berlin  il  y  a  quelques  annees,  et  c'efl  pourquoi  il  y 
retourne  a  prefent  3  car  a  cette  heure  on  revient  au 

Nord 
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1  par  les  memes  raifons,    pour  lefquelles  on  alloit 
il  n'y  a  pas  1.  nid. 

HI     rcmcrcic     da 

ir  et  dc  Pinrtruc'tion  que  m'a  toirc 

du  Siecle  dc  que 

quatre   fois,    c'eft   que   je    voudrois  1'oublicr    un 
avant   la  unquici  ;  je    vois   qu  im- 

poflible  •,    j'attcndrai    done    ^augmentation     que  vous 
nous  en  avcz  promis,  mais  je  vous   fupplic  de  ne  me 

as   faire    attendre    longtenis.       J  -voir 

hlemcnt    Tllilloire    du    Siecle    de     Lou 
moiennant    les     millicrs    d'J  liitoircs,     dc     Mcmc> 
d'Anecdotes,     &c.    que    j'cn    avt>is    lu,    niais    vous 
m'avez  bicn   montre  que  jc   :  ueje 

n'en  avois  qu'une  idee  tres  c* 
et  trcs  fauHt-  ,1'autres.  ;e  vous   < 

fur  tout,    Monfieur,    du  jour  dans    lequcl  vous  avez 
mis  1  et  les  f  ;  dcs.     Vous  emploiez 

centre  ces  fous  ou  ces  impoftcurs  les   armes  con\ 
bles -,  d'en  empl  ;trcs  ce  feroit  ks  iniiter:   c'ell: 

par  le  ridicule  qu'il  faut  les  attaquu,  me- 

pris  qu'i  fous,  jc 

vous  envoie  ci  joint,   unc  piece  fur  leur  fujet  par  le  feu 
Docteur  Swit  ois  ne  vous 

.nee,  vous   t  tez  bien 

\\  authcntiqnc.      J'en  ai  Tori 
ccrit  de  fa  propre  ma: 

me;.  -u  pres  comme  vous  !  /,  et 

comme  ils  le  ; 

Au  refte,  Monfieur,  je  vous  dirai  fianc!  que 

je  fuis  embarafic  fur  \ 
me  >  Tur  ce  que   i 

,  je  vou 

vous  fuflicz  toujcuis  hiftorien  j   mais  q 
Rome  Sauvce  (tourc  ma! 

pft)  je  vous  voudrois  toujours    Poetc.     J'avoue  pour- 

tant 


T  O     H  I  S     S  O  N.  283 

tant  qu'il  vous  refte  encore  une  hiftoire  a  ecrire  digne 
de  votre  plume,  et  dont  votre  plume  eft  feule  digne. 
Vous  nous  avez  donne  il  y  a  longtems  1'hiftoire  du  plus 
grand  Furieux  (je  vous  demande  pardon  fi  je  ne  peus 
pas  dire  du  plus  grand  Heros)  de  1'Europe.  Vous  nous 
avez  donne  en  dernier  lieu,  I'hiftoire  du  plus  grand 
Roi ;  donnez  nous,  a  prefent,  1'hiftoire  du  plus  grand 
et  du  plus  honnette  Homme  de  1'Europe,  que  je  croi- 
rois  degrader  en  appellant  Roi.  Vous  Pavez  toujours 
devant  vos  yeux,  rien  ne  vous  feroit  plus  facile;  fa 
gloiie  n'exigeant  pas  votre  invention  poetique,  mais 
pouvant  fe  repofer  en  toute  furete  fur  votre  verite  hifto- 
rique.  II  n'a  rien  a  demander  a  fon  hiftorien,  que  fon 
premier  devoir  comme  hiftorien,  qui  eft,  Ne  quid  falfi 
dicer e  audeat^  ne  quid  veri  non  audeat.  Adieu,  Mon- 
fieur,  je  vois  bien  que  je  dois  vous  admirer  de  plus  en 
plus  tous  les  jours,  mais  aufli  je  fcais  bien  que 
rien  ne  pourra  jamais  ajouter  a  Teftime  et  a  Tattache- 
ment  avec  lefquels  je  fuis  acluellement, 

Votre  tres  humble,  et 
tres  obeiffant  ferviteur, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

TRANSLATION. 

London,  Auguft  the  2;th,  O.  S.  1752. 
S  I  R, 

AS  a  moft  convincing  proof  how  infinitely  I  am 
interefted  in  every  thing  which  concerns  Mr. 
Stanhope,  who  will  have  the  honour  of  prefenting  you 
this  letter,  I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  him  to 
you.  He  has  read  a  great  deal,  he  hath  feen  a  great 
deal  -9  whether  or  not  he  has  made  a  proper  ufe  of  that 
knowledge,  is  what  I  do  not  know  :  he  is  only  twenty 

years 
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years  of  ige.  I  le  was  at  Berlin  fomc  years  ago,  and 
therefore  he  returns  thither;  for  at  prefent  people  are 
attracted  towards  the  north,  by  the  fame  motives  which 
but  lately  drew  them  to  the  fouth. 

rniit  me,   Sir,  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  p 

;ic"tion  I  have  received  from  your  Hiilory 
of  Lewis  the  XIV.  I  have  as  yet  read  it  but  four 
times,  becaufe  1  wifti  to  forget  it  a  little  before  I  read 
it  a  fifth  •,  but  I  find  that  impoflible  :  I  (hall  there- 
fore only  wait  till  you  give  us  the  augmentation  which 
you  promifed :  let  me  entreat  you  not  to  defer  it 
Jong.  I  thought  myfelf  pretty  converfant  in  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Reign  of  Lewis  the  XIV.  by  means  of 
thofe  innumerable  hiltories,  memoirs,  anecdotes,  &c. 
which  I  had  read  relative  to  that  period  of  You 

have  convinced  me  that  1  was  miftaken,  and  had  upon 
that  fubject  very  confufed  ideas  in  many  refpecls,  and 
very  falfe  ones  in  others.  Above  all  I  cannot  but 
acknowledge  the  obligation  we  have  to  ,  for 

the  light  which  you  have  thrown  upon  the  follies  and 
outrages  of  the  different  feds  •,  the  weapons  you 
employ  againft  thofe  madmen,  or  thofe  impoftors,  are 
the  only  fuitable  ones ;  to  make  ufe  of  any  others 
would  be  imitating  them  :  they  muft  be  attacked  by 
ridicule,  and  punifhtd  with  con  A  prtpoi  of 

thofe   fn1  I  femi  you  here  enduied,   a  piece  upon 

that  fubjeft,  wrr  I  believe 

you  will  not  diflike  it.  You  will  eafily  guefs  why  it 
never  xvas  printed  :  it  is  authentic,  and  I  have  the  ori- 
ginal in  his  i  r,  at  the 
of  judgment,  treats  thun  n.uji  as  you  do,  and 
as  they  dcferve  r>  'cd. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,   to  tell    you  freely,  that  I  am 
embarrafied    upon   your  account,    as   1    cannot    deter- 
mine what   it  is  that  I  wifh  from  \<  i:.      V»  ;  en   I  read 
your  laft  hiftory,  I  am  dcfirous  that  you  fhould   al- 
ways 
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ways  write  hiftory ;  but  when  I  read  your  Rome 
Sauvee  (although  ill  printed  and  disfigured)  yet  1 
then  wifh  you  never  to  deviate  from  poetry:  how- 
ever, I  confefs  that  there  ftill  remains  one  hiftory 
worthy  of  your  pen,  and  of  which  your  pen  alone  is 
worthy.  You  have  long  ago  given  us  the  hiftory  of 
the  greateft  and  moft  outrageous  Madman  (I  afk 
your  pardon  if  I  cannot  fay  the  greateft  Hero)  of 
Europe;  you  have  given  us  latterly  the  hiftory  of 
the  greateft  King  ;  give  us  now  the  hiftory  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  virtuous  Man  in  Europe ;  I  mould 
think  it  degrading  to  call  him  King.  To  you  this 
cannot  be  difficult,  he  is  always  before  your  eyes; 
your  poetical  invention  is  not  neceflary  to  his  glory, 
as  that  may  fafely  rely  upon  your  historical  candour. 
The  firft  duty  of  an  hiftorian  is  the  only  one  he  need 
require  from  his,  Ne  quid  falfi  dicere  audeat^  ne  quid 
veri  non  audeat.  Adieu,  Sir,  I  find  that  I  muft  ad- 
mire you  every  day  more  and  more  j  but  I  alfo  know 
that  nothing  ever  can  add  to  the  efteem  and  attach- 
ment with  which  I  am  actually, 

Your  moft  humble,  and 

moft  obedient  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

LETTER      LXVII. 

London,  September  the  19th,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

SINCE  you  have  been  at  Hanover,  your  corre- 
fpondence  has  been  both  unfrequent  and  laconic. 
You  made  indeed  one  great  effort  in  folio  on  the  i8th, 
with  a  poftfcript  of  the  zzd  Auguft,  N.  S.  and  fince 
that,  vous  avez  ratte  in  quarto.  On  the  3 ift  Auguft, 
N.  S.  you  give  me  no  informations  of  what  I  want 

chiefly 
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chicf  |   which   is   what  go  (whom  I 

charged  >ou  to    confult)  faid  of  your  afthmatic  corn- 
he  prek  )u  to  prevent  the  re- 
turns  ot                   allo  what  is  the 
keep  there  ;   who  has  been  kind  and   ,  and 
who  not. 

You  fay  that  you  go  conftantly  to  the  parade ;  and 
you  do    very    well,  for  though  you  are   not  of  that 
atters  make  fo  gn  t  both  of 

and  negotiation,   that  it  i  oper  not 

to  be  \t  of  them.      1  hope  you  mind  more  than 

the  :  of  the  troops  you  fee  ;  and 

info  i-  elf  at  the  fame   time  of  the  more  mat- 

details  •,  fuch  as  their  pay,  and  the  difference  of  it 
when  in  and  out  of  quarters  ;  what  is  furnimcd  them 
by  the  country  when  in  quarters,  an.l  what  is  allo 
them  of  ammunition,  bread,  &c.  when  in  the  field  ; 
the  number  of  men  and  officers  in  the  feveral  troops 
and  companies,  together  with  the  non-commiiTioned 
officers,  as  caporals,  frey-caporals^  anfpej)ades%  ferjcants, 
quarter-matters,  &c.  -,  tlie  clothing,  how  frequent, 
how  good,  and  how  furnifhed ;  whether  by  the  Colo- 
nel, as  here  in  England,  from  what  we  call  the  off- 
,  that  is,  deductions  from  the  men's  pay,  or 
by  Commiflarics  appointed  by  the  :nent  for  that 

ofe,   as  !  lolland.      By   thefe  inqui- 

will  be  able  to  talk  military  with  milit 
,    in  every   country    in  Europe,  except   Eng< 
make  at  lead  half  of  all  the  beft  companies.     Your  at- 
tending the  parades  has  alfo  another  good  t 

•hat  it  brings  you  of  courfe  acquainted  with  the  of- 
ficers, who,  when  of  a  certain  rank  and  fervice,  arc  ge- 
nerally  very   polite,  well-brc,  '    du   bet: 
They  have  commonly  fecn  a               eal  of  the  world, 
and  of  courts  ;  and  nothing  clfe  can  form  a  gentleman, 

let 
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let  people  fay  what  they  will  of  fenfe  and  learning : 
with  both  which,  a  man  may  contrive  to  be  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  companion.  I  dare  fay,  there  are  very  few 
Captains  of  foot,  who  are  not  much  better  company 
than  ever  Defcartes  or  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  were.  I  ho- 
nour and  refpect  fuch  fuperior  geniufes  ;  but  I  defire 
to  converfe  with  people  of  this  world,  who  bring  into 
company  their  fhare,  at  leaft,  of  chearfulnefs,  good- 
breeding,  and  knowledge  of  mankind.  In  common 
life,  one  much  oftener  wants  fmall  money,  and  filver, 
than  gold:  give  me  a  man  who  has  ready  cafh  about 
him  for  prefent  expences  ;  fix-pences,  Shillings,  half- 
crowns,  and  crowns,  which  circulate  eafily  :  but  a  man 
who  has  only  an  ingot  of  gold  about  him,  is  much 
above  common  purpofes,  and  his  riches  are  not  handy 
nor  convenient.  Have  as  much  gold  as  you  pleafe  in 
one  pocket,  but  take  care  always  to  keep  change  in  the 
other  -y  for  you  will  much  oftener  have  occafion  for  a 
fhilling  than  for  a  guinea.  In  this  the  French  muft  be 
allowed  to  excel  all  people  in  the  world :  they  have  un 
certain  entregent^  un  enjouement,  line  aimable  legerete  dans  la 
converfation,  une  politejje  aifee  et  naturtlle^  qui  paroit  ne 
leur  rien  couter^  which  give  Society  all  its  charms.  I 
am  forry  to  add,  but  it  is  too  true,  that  the  Englifh 
and  the  Dutch  are  the  fartheft  from  this,  of  all  the 
people  in  the  world  ;  I  do,  by  no  means,  except  even 
the  Swifs. 

Though  you  did  not  think  proper  to  inform  me,  I 
know  from  other  hands,  that  you  were  to  go  to  the 
Gohr  with  a  Comte  Schullemburg,  for  eight  or  ten 
days  only,  to  fee  the  reviews :  I  know  alfo,  that  you 
had  a  blifter  upon  your  arm,  which  did  you  a  great 
deal  of  good :  I  know  too,  you  have  contracted  a 
great  friend  (hip  with  Lord  EfTex ;  and  that  you  two 
were  infeparable  at  Hanover.  All  thefe  things  I 

would 
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would  rather  have  known  from  you,  than  from 
others;  and  they  arc  the  fort  of  things  that  I  am 
the  moft  defirous  of  knowing,  as  they  are  more  im- 
mediately relative  to  yourfelf. 

I  am  very  forry  for  the  Dutchefs  of  Newcaftle's 
illnefs,  full  as  much  upon  your  as  upon  her  account, 
as  it  has  hindered  you  from  being  fo  much  known  to 
the  Duke  as  I  could  have  wifhed :  ufe  and  habit  going 
a  great  way  with  him,  as,  indeed,  they  do  with  moft 
people.  I  have  known  many  people  patron: 
puftied  up,  and  preferred,  by  thofe  who  could  have 
given  no  other  reafon  for  it,  than  that  they  were 
to  them.  We  muft  never  feek  for  motives  by  deep 
reafoning,  but  we  muft  find  them  out  by  careful  ob- 
fervation  and  attention  :  no  matter  what  they  mould 
be  ;  but  the  point  is,  what  they  are.  Trace  them 
up,  ftep  by  ftep,  from  the  character  of  the  perfon. 
1  have  known  de  par  lemonde^  as  Brantome  fays,  great 
effects  from  caufes  too  little  ever  to  have  been  fuf- 
pe&ed.  Some  things  muft  be  known,  and  can  never 
be  guefled. 

God  knows  where  this  letter  will  find  you,  or  fol- 
low you ;  not  at  Hanover,  I  fuppofe  ;  but  wherever 
it  does,  may  it  find  you  in  health  and  pleafure  ! 
Adieu. 

LETTER      LXVI1I. 

London,  September  the  22d,  O.  S.  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TI I  E  day  after  the  date  of  my  Lift,  I  received 
your  letter  of  the  8th.     I  approve  extremely  of 
your  intended  progrefs,  and  am  very  glad  that  \ou  go 
to  the  Gohr  with  Comte  Schullemburg.     I  would  have 

you 
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you  fee  every  thing  with  your  own  eyes,  and  hear  eve- 
ry thing  with  your  own  ears ;  for  I  know,  by  very  long 
experience,  that  it  is  very  unfafe  to  truft  to  other  peo 
pie's.  Vanity  and  intereft  caufe  many  mifreprefentati- 
ons,  and  folly  caufes  many  more.  Few  peopje  have 
parts  enough  to  relate,  exadly  and  judicioufly ;  and 
thofe  who  have,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  never  fail 
to  fink,  or  to  add  fome  circumftances. 

The  reception  which  you  have  met  with  at  Hanover, 
I  look  upon  as  an  omen  of  your  being  well  received  every 
where  elfe :  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth,   it  was  the  place 
that  I  diftrufted  the  moft  in  that  particular.     But  there 
is  a  certain  conduct,  there  are  certalnes  manures  that  will, 
and  muft  get  the  better  of  all  difficulties  of  that  kind  -t 
it  is  to  acquire  them,  that  you  ftill  continue  abroad,  and 
go  from  Court  to  Court :   they  are  perfonal,  local,  and 
temporal  •,    they   are  modes  which  vary,   and  owe  their 
existence   to    accidents,    whim,    and   humour  •,    all  the 
fenfe  and    reafon  in   the  world  would  never  point  them 
out ;    nothing  but  experience,   observation,   and  what 
is  called  knowledge  of  the  world,    can  poflibly  teach 
them.      For  example,  it   is  refpeclful   to   bow   to   the 
King  of  England,  it  is  difrefpectful  to  bow  to  the  King 
of  France ;  it  is   the  rule  to  courtcfy  to  the  Emperor  5 
and  the  proftcation  of  the  whole  body  is   required  by 
Eaftern  Monarchs.      Thefe  are   eftablifhed  ceremonies, 
and  muft  be  complied  with ;   but  why   they  were  efta- 
blifhed, I  defy   fenfe   and   reafon   to  tell  us.     It  is  the 
fame  among  all   ranks,  where  certain  cuftoms  are    re- 
ceived, and  muft  neceflarily  be  complied  with,  though 
by  no  means  the  refult  of  fenfe  and  reafon.      As  for  in- 
ftance,  the    very   abfurd,  though  almoft  univerfal  cuf- 
tom  of  drinking   people's    healths.     Can   there  be  any 
thing  in  the   world    lefs  relative  to    any  other  man's 
health,  than  my  drinking  a  glafs   of  wine  ?  Common 
VOL.   II.  U"  fenfe, 
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fcnfc,  certainly,  never  pointed  it  out  •,  but  yet  common 
fenfe  tells  me  I  muft  conform  to  it.     Good  fenfc, 
one  be  civil,  and  endeavour  to  pleafe  -9  though  nothing 
but    experience   and   obfervation  can    teach   one    the 
means,  properly  adapted  to  time,  place,  and  perl 
This  knowledge  is  the  true  object   of  a  gentlcrr. 
travelling,    if  he  travels  as  he  ought  to  do.     By  fre- 
quenting good  company   in  every  country,  he  himfelf 
becomes  of  every  country  i  he  is  no  longer  an  Englifh- 
man,  a  Frenchman,  or  an  Italian  j    but  he   is  an 
ropean :  he  adopts,   refpt  the  beft  manners  of 

every  country  i  and  is  a  Frenchman  at  Paris,  an  Italian 
at  Rome,  an  Englishman  at  London. 

This  advantage,  I  muft  confcfs,  very  feldom  ac- 
crues to  my  countrymen  from  their  travelling  -t  as  they 
have  neither  the  defire  nor  the  means  of  getting  into 
good  company  abroad  :  for,  in  the  firft  place,  they  are 
confoundedly  bafhful  •,  and,  in  the  next  place,  they 
either  fpcalc  no  foreign  language  at  all,  or,  if  the)  do, 
it  is  barbaroufly.  You  pofTefs  all  the  advantages  that 
they  want  -,  you  know  the  languages  in  perfection,  and 
have  conftantly  kept  the  bell:  company  in  the  places 
where  you  have  been  •,  fo  r 

;>pean.     Your  ca  .our  out- 

lines are  good  ;  '  :  the 

ceful 

touches  of  '  lem. 

The; 

•ice,  manner,  and  phrafeology,  which   can  on! 
acqi.  ;itive 

.fles  thti  ou  dine  ' 

well-bred   m,i;,\s  hc/uiV,  obferve  carefully  hov. 
the  honours  to  the  .  guefis. 

tend  to  '  v  ongratulation,    or  condo- 

lence, 
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lence,  that  you  hear  a  well-bred  man  make  to  his  fupe- 
riors,  to  his  equals,  and  to  his  inferiors  ;  watch  even 
his  countenance  and  his  tone  of  voice,  for  they  all 
confpire  in  the  main  point  of  pleafing.  There  is  a 
certain  diftinguifhing  diction  of  a  man  of  faihion :  he 
will  not  content  himfelf  with  faying,  like  John  Trott, 
to  a  new-married  man,  Sir,  I  wifh  you  much  joy  5  or 
to  a  man  who  has  loft  his  fon,  Sir,  I  am  forry  for  your 
lofs  ;  and  both  with  a  countenance  equally  unmoved  : 
but  he  will  fay  in  effect  the  fame  thing,  in  a  more 
elegant  and  lefs  trivial  manner,  and  with  a  countenance 
adapted  to  the  occaiion.  He  will  advance  with  warmth, 
vivacity,  and  a  chearful  countenance,  to  the  new-mar- 
ried man,  and  embracing  him,  perhaps  fay  to  him,  "  If 
*<  you  do  juftice  to  my  attachment  to  you,  you  will 
"  judge  of  the  joy  that  I  feel  upon  this  occaiion,  better 
"  than  I  can  exprefs  ir.,"fcfo;  to  the  other,  in  affliction, 
he  will  advance  flowly,  with  a  grave  compofure  of 
countenance,  in  a  more  deliberate  manner,  and  with  a 
lower  voice,  perhaps  fay,  "  I  hope  you  do  me  the 
"  juftice  to  be  convinced,  that  I  feel  whatever  you  feel, 
"  and  mail  ever  be  affected  where  you  are  coit- 
"  cerned." 

Your  abord,  I  muft  tell  youj  was  too  cold  and  uni- 
form ;  I  hope  it  is  now  mended.  It  mould  be  refpect- 
fully  open  and  chearful  with  your  fuperiors,  warm  and 
animated  with  your  equals,  hearty  and  free  with  your 
inferiors.  There  is  a  famionable  kind  of  fmall  talky 
which  you  Ihould  get ;  which,  trifling  as  it  is,  is  of  ufe 
in  mixed  companies,  and  at  table,  efpecially  in  your 
foreign  department  $  where  it  keeps  off  certain  ferious 
fubjects,  that  might  create  difputcs,  or  at  leaft  coldnefs 
for  a  time.  Upon  fuch  occafions  it  is  not  amifs  to 
know  how  to  parler  culfine^  and  to  be  able  to  differt 
U  2  upon 
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upon  the  growth  anvl  fla 

true,  arc  very  little  things-,     !  ;irc  little  things 

that  occur  very  o:  :  therefore  fhould  be  faid 

gcntilUJJc,  ftjrra<-        '      n   furc  they  muft  fall  often  in 
your  atch  the 

certain  language  of  conveifation,  a  fafhionablc 
which  every  gentleman  ought  to  h  ly  mafter  of, 

in  whatever  language  he  fpeaks.      The  French  at: 
to  it  carefully,    and  with  great  reafon  -,  and  their  lan- 
guage, which  is  a  language  of  phrafes,  helps  them  out 
exceedingly.     That  delicacy  of  diction  is  charactcrirti- 
cal  of  a  man  of  fafhion  and  good  com  par 

I  could  write  folios  upon  this  fubji  not  ex- 

hauft  it  ;     but  I  think,  and  hope,  that  to  you  I  • 
not.      You  have  heared  and  fecn  enough,  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  and  importance   of   what    I    have 
been  fo  long  inculcating  into  >ou  upon  thefe  points. 
J  low  happy  am  I,   and  how  happy  are  you,    my   dear 
child,  that  thefe  Titian  tints,  and  Cuiido  graces,  are  all 
that  you  want  to  complete  my  hopes,    and  your  own 
character  !   But  then,  on  the  other  hand,    what  a  draw- 
back would  it  be  to  that  happincfs,  if  you  mould  never 
acquire  them  ?    I  remember,  when  I   was  of  vour  age, 
though  I   had   not  had   ne::r  fo  good  an  education  as 
you  have,  or   feen   a  quarter  fo  much  of  the 
obfervcd  thofe   maflcrly  touches,  and  irrefiftible  graces 
in  others,  and  law  the  ncccility  of  acquiring  them 
felf,   bu:  then  an  awkw  wife  bonte,   of  « 

id  brought  a  great  deal  with  me  m bridge, 

made  me  afhamed  to  attempt  if,  iy  of 

my  countrymen  and   particu  .intance  were  by. 

This   was   extremely 

tempting  I  could   never  fa.ceed.      But  at  lair,   infcnfi- 
bly,    by  frequenting   a   grea* 

and  imitating  thofe  whom  I  law  that  L  iked, 

I  formed 
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I  formed  myfelf  tant  lien  que  mal.  For  God's  fake,  let 
this  laft  fine  varnim,  fo  neceffary  to  give  luftre  to  the 
whole  piece,  be  the  fole  and  (ingle  object  now  of  your 
utmoft  attention  :  Berlin  may  contribute  a  great  deal 
to  it ;  if  you  pleafe,  there  are  all  the  ingredients  that 
compofe  it. 

A  propos  of  Berlin  ;  while  you  are  there,  take  care 
to  feem  ignorant  of  all  political  matters  between  the 
two  Courts  ;  fuch  as  the  affairs  of  Oftfrife,  and  Saxe 
Lawemburg,  &c.  and  enter  into  no  converfations  upon 
thofe  points  ;  but,  however,  be  as  well  at  Court  as  you 
poflibly  can  ;  live  at  it,  and  make  one  of  it.  Should 
General  Keith  offer  you  civilities,  do  not  decline  them  ; 
but  return  them  however  without  being  enfant  de  la 
rnaifon  cbez  lui :  fay  des  chofes  flatteufes  of  the  Royal 
Family,  and  efpecially  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  to  thofe 
who  are  the  moil  like  to  repeat  them.  In  fhort,  make 
yourfelf  well  there,  without  making  yourfelf  ill  fome- 
ivhere  elfe.  Make  compliments  from  me  to  Algarotti, 
and  converfe  with  him  in  Italian. 

I  go  next  week  to  the  Bath,  for  a  deafnefs,  which  1 
have  been  plagued  with  thefe  four  or  five  months  •,  and 
which,  1  am  affured,  that  pumping  my  head  will  re- 
move. This  deafnefs,  I  own,  has  tried  my  patience  j 
as  it  has  cut  me  off  from  fociety,  at  an  age  when  1  had 
no  pleafures  but  thofe  left.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have, 
by  reading  and  writing,  made  my  eyes  fupply  the  defect 

of  my  ears.  Madam  H ,  I  fuppofe,  entertained 

both  yours  alike  j  however,  I  am  very  glad  that  you 
were  well  with  her  •,  for  me  is  a  good  Proneufe^  and 
puffs  are  very  ufeful  to  a  young  fellow,  at  his  entrance 
into  the  world. 

If  you  mould  meet  with  Lord  Pembroke  again,  any 
where,  make  him  many  compliments  from  me  ;  and 
tel}  him,  that  I  mould  have  written  to  him,  but  that  I 

knew 
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4beett  fagae    grrjutn   *>  tip,  iQt    tft*  f   knew   ! 

trou;,  .;:i  old  Com-';  mud  be 

one.     Me  is  mu  nended  in  the  a^ 

You  will  (lay  at  B  as  long  as  you  like  it, 

and   from  thence  you  are  abfolutely 
mail  'notions,  eith  •  Hagiu 

but  I  ih.  you  had  better  go  to  the 

becaule  that  from    thence   BrullVls   will 
in  your   way  to    Calais,    which   is  a  much  better 
.gc  to  England  than  from  Helvoetfluys.     The  two 
Courts  of  the  Hague  and  Btuflels  are  worth  your 
ing  ;  and  you  will  fee  them   both   to   advantage,  by 
lonel  Yorke  and  Dayrolles.     Adieu.  Here 
is  enough  for  this  tir 

LETTER       LXIX. 

London,  September  the  26th,  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

AS  you  chiefly  employ,  or  rather  wholly   engrofs 
my  thoughts,  1   fee  e\ 

have  be- 1 

I  1'....  sour  cd1..  ,  draw  rr 

and  and  I    have  now  .1  to  dit- 

wo  were, 

;-y  and  Foreign  affairs.     In  conic qucnce  of 
care  fir(l   to  give  you  a 
,  an  early  k; 

figure   in  p,i 

mem,  no  man   can   make  any  in  this  country ;    and 
,ucnce  alone  enables  a  man  to  make  a  figure  in 
icnt,  unlds  it  be  a  very  mean  and  contemptible  one, 
:h  thole  make  there  who  filently  vote,  and 

ire  in  j  .,     Foreign   affairs,  when  fkil- 

fully 
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fully  managed,  and  fupported  by  a  parliamentary  re- 
putation, lead   to   whatever  is  moft  confiderable  in  this 
country.     You  have  the  languages  neceflary   for  that 
purpofe,  with  a  fufiicient  fund  of  hiflorical  and  treaty 
knowledge  ;  that  is  to  fay,  you  have  the  Matter  ready, 
and  only  want  the  Manner.     Your  objects  being  thus 
fixed,  I  recommend   to  you  to  have  them  conftantly  in 
your  thoughts,  and  to  direct   your  reading,  your  ac- 
tions, and  your   words,  to  thofe  views.     Moft  people 
think  only  ex  re  natay  and  few  ex  profeffb :    I  would 
have  you  do   both,  but   begin  with  the  latttr.     J  ex- 
plain myfelf :  Lay  down  certain  principles,  and  reafon 
and  act  confequentially  from  them.     As  for  example  ; 
fay  to  yourfelf,  I  will  make  a  figure  in  Parliament,  and 
in  order  to  do  that,  I  mufl  not  only  fpeak,  but  fpeak 
very  well.     Speaking  mere  common  fenfe  will  by  no 
means  do ;  and  I  muft  fpeak  not  only  correctly  but  ele- 
gantly ;  and  not  only   elegantly  but  eloquently,     In 
order  to  this,  I  will  firft  take  pains  to  get  an  habitual, 
but  unaffected,  purity,  correctnefs,    and  elegancy  of 
ftyle  in  common  converfation  ;  I  will  feek  for  the  beft 
words,  and  take  care   to  reject  improper,  inexpreflive, 
and  vulgar  ones.     I  will  read  the  greatefl  mafters  of 
oratory,   both  ancient   and  modern,    and  I   will   read 
them  fingly  in  that  view.     I   will  ftudy  Demoflhenes 
and  Cicero,  not  to  difcover  an  old  Athenian  or  Roman 
cuftom,  nor  to  puzzle  myfelf  with  the  value  of  talents, 
mines,  drachms,  and  fefterces,  like  the  learned  block- 
heads in  us  ;    but  to  obferve   their   choice  of  words, 
their     harmony    of    diction,      their     method,     their 
diftribution,    their    exordia,    to    engage    the     favour 
and   attention  of  their  audience  ;    and  their   perora- 
tions, to  enforce   what  they   have  faid,  and   to  leave 
a  ftrong  impreflion   upon  the  paflions.     Nor   will    I 
be  pedant  enough  to  neglect  the  moderns  •,  for  I  will 

like- 
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; 

,   nil  ;i: 
\vhich  it  ; 

i    )our    : 

;-r  by   fl: 

pany  ?    or  are  you    ; 

tvill    make  >    the   t! 

ids,    and    to    the   c! 
: 

So  ;r  your  parli  ,  object  j  now  to  the 

me. 
nvn  firft  thofe  principles  which  are  a; 

a   Ikilfu]  iccefbful   r.ci: 

arc 

they  ?    Fir  ft,    the   clear   hid  owledg< 

•••f  that   k      '      '! 
' 

.v    chicil 
.^ging  the  affection  and 

• 

ir  own    ;  1    VKWS, 

lifcover  !1gage   olner 

fccming    cheailul    frank.'icfs     and 
too  far  '    ihe 

King,    Prince,   Miniilers,  or 
Court  to   which   you   are  fent 

gain 
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gain  the  abfolure  command  over  )our  temper  and 
your  countenance,  that  no  heat  may  provoke  you  to 
lay,  nor  no  change  of  countenance  to  betray,  what 
fhould  be  a  fecret.  To  familiarize  and  domefticate 
yourfelf  in  the  houfes  of  the  mod  confiderable  peo- 
ple of  the  place,  fo  as  to  be  received  there  rather  as  a 
friend  to  the  family,  than  as  a  foreigner.  Having  thefe 
principles  conftantly  in  your  thoughis,  every  thing  you 
do,  and  every  thing  you  fay,  will  feme  way  or  other  tend 
to  your  main  view  :  and  common  converfation  will  gra- 
dually fit  you  for  it.  You  will  get  an  habit  of  checking 
any  rifing  heat  ;  you  will  be  upon  your  guard  againfl 
any  indifcreet  cxpreflion  ;  you  will  by  degrees  get  the 
command  of  your  countenance,  fo  as  not  to  change  it 
upon  any  the  moft  fudden  accident  :  and  you  will, 
above  all  things,  labour  to  acquire  the  great  art  of  plea- 
ting, without  which  nothing  is  to  be  done.  Com- 
pany is,  in  truth,  a  conftant  ftate  of  negotiation  ; 
and,  if  you  attend  to  it  in  that  view,  will  qualify  you 
for  any.  By  the  fame  means  that  you  make  a  friend, 
guard  againft  an  enemy,  or  gain  a  miftrefs  ;  you  will 
make  an  advantageous  treaty,  baffle  thofe  who  coun- 
teract you,  and  gain  the  Court  you  are  fent  to, 
Make  this  ufe  of  all  the  company  you  keep,  and 
your  very  pleaiures  will  make  you  a  fuccefsful  Ne- 
gotiator. Pleafe  all  who  are  worth  pleafing;  of- 
fend none.  Keep  your  own  fecret,  and  get  out  other 
people's.  Keep  your  own  temper,  and  Artfully  warm 
other  people's.  Counterwork  your  rivals  with  dili- 
gence and  dexterity,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
utmoft  perfonal  civility  to  them  :  and  be  firm  with- 
out heat.  Meflieurs  d'Avaux  and  Servien  did  no  more 
than  this.  I  muft  make  one  obfervation,  in  confirma- 
tion of  this  afTertion  ;  which  is,  that  the  moft  eminent 

Negotiators 
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Negotiators  have  alsvays  been  the  politeft  and  bed- 
bred  men  in  company  *  even  what  the  women  call  the 
prettifft  men.  For  God's  fake,  never  1  of  thcfe 

two  your  capital  objects  ;  bend  every  thing  to  \\ 
try  every  thing  by   their  rules,    and 
thing  for  their  purpofes.      What  is  peculiar  to  t 
two  objects,  is,  that  they   require   nothing,  but   \ 
one's  own  vanity,  intereft   and   pleafurc,  would  make 
one  do  independently  of  them.     If  a  man  were  never 
to  be  in   bufmefs,  and  alwav  .d   a  private  life, 

would  he  not  defire  to  pleafe  and  to  perfuade  ?  So 
that,  in  your  two  deftinations,  your  fortune  and  figure 
luckily  confpire  with  your  vanity  and  your  p 
Nay  more  ;  a  foreign  minifter,  I  will  maintain  ir,  can 
never  be  a  good  man  of  bufinefs,  if  he  is  not  an  agree- 
able man  of  pleafure  too.  Half  his  bufinefs  is  done  by 
the  help  of  his  pleafures ;  his  views  are  carried  on, 
and  perhaps  bed,  and  moil  unfufpectedly,  at  balls, 
fuppers,  aflemblies,  and  parties  of  pleafurei  by  intrigues 
with  women,  and  connections  infenlibly  formed  with 
men,  at  thofe  ungarded  hours  of  amufemcnt. 

Thefc  objects  now  draw  very  m  and   you 

have  no  time  to  lofe  in  preparing  yourfelf  to  meet 
them.  You  will  be  in  parliament  ;i 
your  age  will  allow,  and  I  believe  you  will  have  a 
gn  department  dill  fooner,  and  that  will  be  earlier 
than  ever  any  other  body  had  one.  If  you  fet  out  well 
at  onc-and-twenty,  what  may  you  not  reafonably  hope 
to  be  at  one-and- forty  ?  All  that  I  could  \vifh  you! 
Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      LXX. 

London,  September  the  29th,  1752. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THERE  is  nothing  (6  ncceflary,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  there  is  nothing  more  difficult  (I  know  it 
by  experience)  for  you  young  fellows,  than  to 
know  how  to  behave  yourfelf  prudently  towards 
thofe  whom  you  do  not  like.  Your  paifions  are 
warm,  and  your  heads  are  light  ;  you  hate  all 
thofe  who  oppofe  your  views,  either  'of  ambition  or 
Jove  i  and  a  rival,  in  either,  is  almoft  a  fynonimous 
term  for  an  enemy.  Whenever  you  meet  fuch  a  man, 
you  are  awkwardly  cold  to  him,  at  bed  ;  but  often 
rude  and  always  defjrous  to  give  him  fome  indirect 
flap.  This  is  unreafonable  ;  for  one  man  hath  as  good 
a  right  to  purfue  an  employment,  or  a  miftrefs,  as 
another  ;  but  it  is,  into  the  bargain,  extremely  impru- 
dent ;  becaufe  you  commonly  defeat  your  own  pur- 
pofe  by  it,  and  while  you  are  contending  with  each 
other,  a  third  often  prevails.  I  grant  you,  that  the 
fituation  is  irkfome ;  a  man  cannot  help  thinking  as  he 
thinks,  nor  feeling  what  he  feels  ;  and  it  is  a  very  ten- 
der and  fore  point  to  be  thwarted  and  counterworked 
in  one's  purfuits  at  Court,  or  with  a  miftrefs ;  but  pru- 
dence and  abilities  muft  check  the  effeds,  though  they 
cannot  remove  the  caufe.  Both  the  pretenders  make 
themfelves  difagreeable  to  their  miftrefs,  when  they 
fpoil  the  company  by  their  pouting,  or  their  fparring  •, 
whereas,  if  one  of  them  has  command  enough  over 
himfelf  (whatever  he  may  feel  inwardly)  to  be  chear- 
ful,  gay,  and  eafily  and  unaffectedly  civil  to  the 
other,  as  if  there  were  no  manner  of  competition 
between  them,  the  Lady  will  certainly  like  him  the 
t?eft?  and  his  rival  will  be  ten  times  more  humbled 
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and  difcouinr 

rival  ;   In-  \\ill   gi'j'.v   uu:: 

the  warmth  of  his  reproaches  will 

quarrel    bctv. 

,  will   a,  vii). 

r  ihe  other.     Th,  h  call  un 

•f  ft  galmt,  -  ,n  fhow- 

r  minds 
.1,  in  the  fame  c 

cafe ;  and   pray   i 

be,  as  I  hope  you  will,  in  a  like  lituation. 
Who    I  went   to  the   Hague,   in    17 

ige  the  Dutch  to  come  r  and 

to  flipulate  their  quotas  of  troops,  &c. ;  \ 
tance,  t! 

ur    to  hi  ining 

into  the  .cry  fon- 

he    had    at 

i    two   mafters  being 
but   the  fnft   time   1   met  hi; 

•Id  him, 

thoi: 

r,  pcrfonal    i 
:ca!  moi'  Kind  ,  v. 

ds  I 
went,  early  in   the  moming,  : 

ind  1'Abbe  de  ' 
been   b,  ch  I  adii. 

Jy,  *  Je  fuu 
bi(n 

*  I  am  »erv  forry,  Gentlemen,  to  find  my  enemy  with  you  ; 

.v ledge  of  his   capacity  is  alrenv  it  to  make   me 

Wlb:  wr  are  not  upon  equal  terms  ;  but  1  truft  to  your  own  inte- 
againil  his  talents.   If  I  have  not  this  day  had  the  fuft  word, 
1  'ha!!  at  lead  have  the  lad. 
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lien  facbe  Meffieurs  de  tr aimer  mon  Ennemi  awe  iwj,  je 
le  connois  deja  affez  pour  le  craindre,  la  parlie  n'eft  pas 
egale^  mats  je  me  fie  a  vos  prcpres  interets  centre  Us  ta- 
lens  de  ?non  Ennemi >  et  au  moins  ft  je  n'ai  pas  eu  le  pre- 
mier mot  faurai  le  dernier  aujourd'hui.     They  fmiled  -9 
the  Abbe  was  pleafed   with  the   compliment,  and  the 
manner  of  it,  frayed  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
then  left  me  to  my  Deputies,  with  whom  I  continued 
upon  the  fame  tone,  though  in  a  very  ferious  manner, 
and  told  them  that  I  was  only  come  to  ftate  their  own 
true  interefts  to  them,  plainly  and  {imply,  without  any 
of  thofe  arts,  which  it  was  very  necefTary  for  my  friend 
to  make  ufe  of  to  deceive  them.     I  carried  my  point, 
and  continued  my  precede  with  the  Abbe ;  and  by  this 
eafy  and  polite  commerce  with  him,  at  third  places,  I 
often  found  means  to  fifh  out  from  him  whereabouts  he 
was. 

Remember,  there  are  but  two  precedes  in  the  world 
for  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  parts  :  either  extreme 
politenefs,  or  knocking  down.     If  a  man,  notorioufly 
and  defignedly   infults  and   affronts   you,  knock  him 
down;  but  if  he  only  injures  you,  your  beft  revenge 
is  to  be  extremely  civil  to  him  in  your  outward  behavi- 
our, though  at  the  fame  time  you  counterwork  him, 
and  return  him  the  compliment,  perhaps  with  intereft. 
This  is  not  perfidy  nor  difTimulation ;  it  would  be  fo, 
if  you  were,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  profeffions  of 
efteem    and  friendfhip  to  this    man  ;  which  I   by  no 
means  recommend,  but,  on  the  contrary,  abhor.     But 
all  ads  of  civility  are,  by  common  confent,  underftood 
to  be  no  more,  than  a  conformity  to  cuftom,  for  the 
quiet  and  conveniency  offociety,  the  agremens  of  which 
are  not  to  bedifturbcd  by  private  diflikesandjealoufies. 
Only  women  and  little  minds  pout  and  fpar  for  the  en- 
tertainment 
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;inment  of  the  company,    that  always   laugh  - 
and  never  pities  them.     For  <\  part,  though  I 

would  b  ins  give  up  any  point  to  a  competitor, 

Af  upon   Ihowing   him  rather 

more  ci\  >  another  man.      In  the  firft  place, 

this  precede  infallibly   makes  all  .  of  your  fide, 

which  is  a  confiderablc  party  -,  and  in  the  next  place,  it 
certainly  plcafes  the  object  of  the  competition,  be  it 
either  man  or  woman ;  who  never  fail  to  fay,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion,  that  they  muft  own  you  have  behaved 
your  'i fly  in  the  whole  affair.  The 

world  judges  from  the  appearances  of  things,  and 
not  from  the  reality,  which  few  arc  able,  and  Itill  few- 
cr  are  inclined  to  fathom;  and  a  man,  who  will  take 
care  always  to  be  in  the  right  in  thofe  things,  ma;. 
ford  to  be  fometimes  a  little  in  the  wrong  in  more 
eflcntial  ones  :  there  is  a  willingncfs,  a  defire  to  excufc 
him.  With  nine  people  in  ten,  good-breeding  paffcs 
for  good-nature,  and  they  take  attentions  for  good 
offices.  At  courts  there  will  be  always  coldnefTes,  dif- 
likes,  jealoufies,  and  hatred ;  the  harveft  being  but 
fmall,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  labourers ;  but 
then,  as  they  arife  often,  they  die  foon,  unlcfs  they 
are  perpetuated  by  the  manner  in  which  th  been 

carried  on,  more  than  by  the  matter  which  occafioned 
them.  The  turns  a:.  -udes  of  courts  frequently 

make  friends  of  cnerv  H  of  frien 

muft  labour  therefore,  to  acquire   th.  and   un- 

common talent,  of  hating  with  good-breeding,  and 
loving  with  prudence  -,  to  make  no  quarrel  irreconcile- 
able,  by  filly  and  unncceflary  indications  of  anger  >  and 
no  fricndihip  dangerous,  in  cafe  it  breaks,  by  a  wanton, 
indifcreet,  and  unrefcrved  confidence. 

Few  (efpecial)  people  know  how  love,  or 

how   to  hate ;    their  love   is  an  unbounded   weakncfs, 

fatal 
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fatal  to  the  perfon  they  love-,  their  hate  is  a  hot,  ram, 
and  imprudent  violence,  always  fatal  to  themfelves. 
Nineteen  fathers  in  twenty,  and  every  mother,  who 
had  loved  you  half  as  well  as  I  do,  would  have  ruined 
you ;  whereas  I  always  made  you  feel  the  weight  of  my 
authority,  that  you  might  one  day  know  the  force  of 
my  love.  Now,  I  both  hope  and  believe,  my  advice 
will  have  the  fame  weight  with  you  from  choice,  that 
my  authority  had  from  neceflity.  My  advice  is  juft 
eight-and-thirty  years  older  than  your  own,  and  confe- 
quently,  I  believe  you  think,  rather  better.  As  for 
y  our- tender  wand  pleafurable  paffions,  manage  them 
yourfelf;  but  Jet  me  have  the  direction  of  all  the 
others.  Your  ambition,  your  figure,  and  your  for- 
tune, will  for  fome  time  at  leait,  be  rather  fafer  in  my 
keeping  than  in  your  own.  Adieu. 

LETTER      LXXI. 

Bath,  October  the  4th,  1752 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1C  O  N  S  I D  E  R  you  now  as  at  the  Court  of  Au- 
guftus,  where  if  ever  the  defire  of  plea/ing  animated 
you,  it  muft  make  you  exert  all  the  means  of  doing  it. 
You  will  fee  there,  full  as  well,  I  dare  fay,  as  Horace 
did  at  Rome,  how  ftates  are  defended  by  arms,  adorn- 
ed by  manners,  and  improved  by  laws.  Nay,  you 
have,  an  Horace  there,  as  well  as  an  Auguftus ;  I  need 
not,  name  Voltaire  qui  nil  molitur  inepte,  as  Horace 
himfelf  faid  of  another  poet.  I  have  lately  read  over 
all  his  works,  that  are  publifhed,  though  I  had  read 
them  more  than  once  before.  I  was  induced  to  this  by 

his 
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•ecU  df  L, :. .    X  1 V .  v.  h •  c \\  'our 

times      In  reading  over  all  his  works,  with   n 
tcntion  I  fuppofc  than  before,  my  former  a  n  of 

:s,    I  own,  turned  into  aftoni foment.       i  no 

one  kind  of  writing  in  which  he  has  nor  .      You 

are  fo  fcvere 

.  me  to  call  his  H  poem,   i 

•,>per  number  of  '  and 

surdities,  rcquiiite   for  the  machi  iiich 

;inery  is  (it  feems)  n 

lint    \\hcther    )ou  do    or  nor,    I    will    declare 
(though  pollibly  to  my  own  fhame)   that  I  never  : 
any   Kpic   poem  :  uJi   plcafure.     I  am 

grov.  pollibly  loft  a  great  de;. 

h  formerly   made  me    love  ;  rs  at 

any  rate,  and  hu  -ke :  but  now 

I  muft  have  all  fcnfc,  and  cannot   for  the  fake  of  five 
righteous  lines,  forgive  a  thoufand  abfuid  ones. 
Jn  this  difpofition  of  mind,  judge  whether  I  i 
all  Homer  through  tout  de  June.     1  admire  his  ! 
ties-,   but,  to  tell   )ou  the   truth,   when   he  (lumbers  I 
fleep.     Virgil,   I  contefs,  is   all  1  1  therefore  I 

like  him  better  than  his  model ;  but  he  is  often  languid, 
efpecially  in  his  five  or  iix  lafl  books,  during  \vh: 
am  obliged   to  take  a  go 

proi  ill  the  pious 

0,    like    many  foi    doifant    pious    people, 
the    moft    flagrant    injufticc     and 
ordc  I    they    impudently    call     the 

will    ot    :  ^n  I 

tell    you    truly,     th  Mlibly     read    our 

coir  through.      1 

mod   fublinr:    p. 

flalhes  of  light  j   but  then  >ou  muft  acknowledge  that 

light 
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light  is  often  followed  by  darkncfs  vifilk^  to  ufe  his  own 
expreflion.  Befides,  not  having  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  the  parties  in  his  Poem,  except 
the  Man  and  the  Woman,  the  characters  and  fpeeches 
of  a  dozen  or  two  of  Angels,  and  of  as  many  Devils, 
are  as  much  above  my  reach  as  my  entertainment. 
Keep  this  fccret  for  me;  for  if  it  mould  be  known, 
I  mould  be  abufed  by  every  taftelefs  Pedant,  and  every 
folid  Divine  in  England. 

Whatever  I  have  faid  to  the  difadvantage  of  thefe 
three  Poems,  holds  much  ftronger  againft  Taflb's 
Gierufalemme  :  it  is  true  he  has  very  fine  and  glaring 
rays  of  poetry  •,  but  then  they  are  only  meteors,  they 
dazzle,  then  difappear,  and  are  fucceeded  by  falfe 
thoughts,  poor  concetti^  and  abfurd  impoffibilities  -9 
witnefs  the  Fifh  and  the  Parrot,  extravagancies  un- 
worthy of  an  Heroic  Poem,  and  would  much  better 
have  become  Ariofto,  who  profeffcs  Ic  C6gliomrict 

I  have  never  read  the  Lufiade  of  Camoens,  except 
in  a  profe  tranflation,  confequently  I  have  never  read  it 
at  all,  fo  mall  fay  nothing  of  it ;  but  the  Hcnriade  is  all 
fenfe  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  often  adorned  by 
the  jufteft  and  livelieft  reflections,  the  moft  beautiful 
defcriptions,  the  nobleft  images,  and  the  fublimeft  fen- 
timents  ;  not  to  mention  the  harmony  of  the  verfe,  in 
which  Voltaire  undoubtedly  exceeds  all  the  French 
poets :  fhould  you  infift  upon  an  exception  in  favour 
of  Racine,  I  mud  infift,  on  my  part,  that  he  at  leait 
equals  him.  What  Hero  ever  interefled  more  than 
Henry  the  fourth,  who,  according  to  the  rules  of  Epic 
poetry,  carries  on  one  great  and  long  action,  and  fuc- 
ceeds  in  it  at  laft  ?  What  defcription  ever  excited  more 
horror  than  thofe,  firll  of  the  Maflacre,  and  then  of 
the  Famine,  at  Paris  ?  Was  love  ever  painted  with 
more  truth  and  morbidezza  than  in  the  ninth  book  ? 

VOL.  II.  X  Not 
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Not  better,  in  my  nv  n  in  the  fourth  or 

Upon  the  whole,    with  all  your  ci 

will  but  fupp 

and  that  he  appc;,  and  not  the 

Hen,  poem,  according  to  the  ftrictcft 

it  is  one  as  it  is. 

I  could  expatiate  as  much  upon   all    his  » 
works,    but  that  I  fhould  exceed  the  bounds    of  a 
ter,  and  run  into  a  diflertatio:  delightful  is  his 

hiilory  of  that  Northern  Brut  :cn  ! 

for  I  cannot  call  him  a  M  :   I  fhou!  v  to 

him  pafs  for  a  Hero,  out  or 
Heroes  ;   fuch  as  Julius  C.xfar,  Titu< , 
prefent  King  of  Prulfiai   who  cultivate \  and  encour. 
arts  and  fcicnces  ;   whole   animal   com 
panied    by    the  tender  and  focial  fentimcnts    of    hu- 
manity,    and   who   had  more  plcafure  in    improving, 
than  in  deftroying  their  fellow-creatures.    What  can  bo 
more  touching,  or  more  interesting  ;    what  more  nobly 
thought,  or  more  happily 

::i   be  more  clear  and  rational  than  all 
hilofophical  :  -,at  ever  was  fo  grace- 

ful, and  gentle,    as    all  his  lit: 
arc  fortunau  your  k: 

ledge  of  the  man,  all  tha:  >rks. 

•  Monficur  dcM  s   (whom  I  hope  you  will 

acqi:  neets  wi' 

biloibph] 

rotti  is  youn; 

mull  ncceflarily  give  you   the  defire  of  pleafing  ti. 
rrequcut  them,  th 

•>  of  pleafing  every  body  t 
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A  prcpos  of  pleafingj  }our  pleafmg  Mrs.  F Id 

is  expected  here  in  two  or  three  days  ;  I  will  do  all 
that  I  can  for  you  with  her  :  I  think  you  carried  on 
the  romance  to  the  third  or  fourth  volume  ;  I  will 
continue  it  to  the  eleventh  ;  but  as  for  the  twelfth  and 
laft,  you  mult  come  and  conclude  it  youifeif.  Non 
fum  quails  tram. 

Good-night  to  you,  child;  for  I  am  going  to  bed, 
juft  at  the  hour  at  which  I  fuppofe  you  are  beginning 
to  live,  at  Berlin. 

LETTER       LXXII. 

Bath,  November  the  i6th,  1752. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

VANITY,  or  to  call  it  by  a  gentler  name,  the 
defire  of  admiration  and  applaufe,  is,  perhaps, 
the  moft  univerfal  principle  of  human  actions ;  I  do 
not  fay,  that  it  is  the  bed  •,  and  I  will  own,  that  it  is 
fometimes  thecaufe  of  both  foolifhand  criminal  effects. 
But  it  is  fo  much  oftener  the  principle  of  right  things, 
that,  though  they  ought  to  have  a  better,  yet,  confi- 
dering  human  nature,  that  principle  is  to  be  encouraged 
and  cherimec!,  in  consideration  of  its  effects.  Where 
that  defire  is  wanting,  we  are  apt  to  be  indifferent, 
liftlefs,  indolent,  and  inert;  we  do  not  exert  our 
powers;  and  we  appear  to  be  as  much  below  ourfelves, 
as  the  vaineft  man  living  can  defire  to  appear  above 
what  he  really  is. 

As  I  have  made  you  my  confefTor,  and  do  not 
fcruple  to  confefs  even  my  weaknefles  to  you,  I  will 
fairly  own,  that  1  had  that  vanity,  that  weaknefs,  if  it 
be  one,  to  a  prodigious  degree ;  and,  what  is  more, 
I  confefs  it  without  repentance ;  nay,  I  am  glad  I  had 

X    2  it; 
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it  ;    fince,  if  1  have  had  the  good  fortune   to  [ 
the  world,  it 

that  I  owe  it.      I  began  the  world,  not  with  a  ' 
fire,  but  with  an  infatiable  thirft,  a  rage  of  pop1 
applaufe,    and  admiration.      If  th:> 

•  M  one  hand,  it  ma 
do  almolt  all  the  right  things  that  I 

rive  and  rhe  women    I  -  the 

men  i  of  the  le   of  both  : 

though  I  neither  defircd,  '  I  the 

if  the  o: 

I  always  drefled,   look 

OVMI,   \\as  ov  whenever    1    .  1  that  by  all 

three,  or  In  any  one  of  them,  the  com 
with  me.      To  men,  I  talked  whatever  I  thoug: 

them  the  beil  opinioi  :ui  lean:. 

-•n,  what    I    was  ild   pleai 

flattery,  gallantry,  and  lov  i  moreover  1  will  own 

to  you,  under  the  fecrecy  of  confeflion,  that  my  vanity- 
has   very   of  !e  me   take    i  ;ins   to  make 
many  a  woman  in  love  with  me,  if  I  could,    for  w. 
perfon   i  would  not   have  given  a  pinch   of  fnurY. 
company  wit  to  out-lhiiu-, 
or,  at  lead,  if  poflible,   to  ccjiial  the  moft  fining 
in  ir.      J  his 

or  third 

••ans    I   fjon  L! rev.  in  : 

when  a  man  is  or  i  he  docs  is  right.      It 

was  infinite  ;  ,  to  fin.! 

'.  !    parties   of  . 

both   of  men  o;  re,   I 

gave  the  tone.     '1  his  gave  me  f  n  of  hav- 

d  tint    repu- 
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\Vith  the  men  I  was  a  Proteus,  and  aflumed  every 
fhape,  in  order  to  pleafe  them  all  :  among  the  gay,  I 
was  the  gayeft,  among  the  grave,  the  graveft  ;  and  I 
never  omitted  the  leaft  attentions  of  good-breeding, 
or  the  leaft  offices  of  friendship,  that  could  either 
pleafe,  or  attach  them  to  me  :  and  accordingly  1  was 
foon  connected  with  all  the  men  of  any  famion  or  figure 
in  town. 

To  this  principle  of  vanity,  which  Philofophers  call 
a  mean  one,  and  which  I  do  not,  I  owe  great  part  of  the 
figure  which  I  have  made  in  life.  I  wifli  you  had  as 
much,  but  I  fear  you  have  too  little  of  it  -9  and  you 
feem  to  have  a  degree  of  lazinefs  and  liftlefthefs  about 
you,  that  makes  you  indifferent  as  to  general  applaufe. 
This  is  not  in  character,  at  your  age,  and  would  be 
barely  pardonable  in  an  elderly  and  philofophical  man. 
It  is  a  vulgar,  ordinary  faying,  but  it  is  a  very  true  one, 
that  one  mould  always  put  the  beft  foot  foremoft. 
One  mould  pleafe,  mine,  and  dazzle,  wherever  it  is 
pofTible.  At  Paris,  I  am  fure  you  muft  obferve  que 
chacun  fe  fait  valoir  autant  qu'il  eft  poj/iblc;  and  la 
Bruyere  obferves,  very  juftly,  qu'on  nc  vaut  dans  ce 
monde  que  ce  qu'on  vent  vaioir  ;  wherever  applaufe  is  in 
queftion,  you  will  never  fee  a  French  man,  nor  woman, 
remifs  or  negligent.  Obferve  the  eternal  attentions  and 
politenefs  that  all  people  have  there  for  one  another. 
Ce  ft*  eft  pas  pour  leurs  beaux  yeux,  au  moms.  No,  but 
for  their  own  fakes,  for  commendations  and  applaufe. 
Let  me  then  recommend  this  principle  of  vanity  to 
you ;  act  upon  it  meo  periculo  j  I  promife  you  it  will 
turn  to  your  account.  Practife  all  the  arts  that  ever 
Coquette  did,  to  pleafe.  Be  alert  and  indefatigable  in 
making  every  man  adiuire,  and  every  woman  in  love 
with  you.  I  can  tell  you  too,  that  nothing  will  carry 
you  higher  in  the  world. 

I  have 
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I   have  had  no  letter  from  you  fince  yc 
Pari  i  you  mutt  have  been  long  enough  there 

to  h  en    me   two  or  three.      < 

I  propo; 

Lor.  onlidera': 

here,  but  m  I  want.     Make  m;  con 

to  Lord  le. 

LETTER       LXXIII. 


s 


Bath,  No\vn,bcr  the  28th,    • 
MY  NO, 

i    to   you,    I    have   i  lame 


Mainter  *re  gem. 

iined   a  i  They 

have  acquair.'  :  idler  of : 

-,   whom  '  I,   that    1 

now  know,   much  better  than  ! 

Archbiftv-,p    of 

him 

the  better  too  for  that  letter.      1  1  iim- 

ful  of  the  divine  lo\  a   great  min 

Min  .  !\iinal,   in  oi\ 

»f  doing  the   mo, 

.    . 

to  be  a  good  ftep  .s  thofc  views.      She  pu; 

11  for  a  i  )i  to 

:;c,    on  t  put 

i  her  for  a  faint  t 
did  ;  but  both  of  them  knew,    that  i: 

!;iints  to  te  XIV, 

:rc   very  i   bigot.      It 

that  iSfth  letter, 

]\  relation  to  her  com- 
merce 
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merce  with  the  King ;  and  which  I  humbly  apprehend 
to  have  been  only  fome  fcruples  of  prudence,  at  once 
to  flatter  the  bigot  character,  and  increafe  the  defires  of 
the  King.  The  pious  Able^  frightened  out  of  his  wits, 
left  the  King  fhould  impute  to  the  direfteur  any  fcruples 
or  difficulties  which  he  might  meet  with  on  the  part  of 
the  Lady,  writes  her  the  above-mentioned  letter ;  in 
which  he  not  only  bids  her,  not  teaze  the  King  by  advice 
and  exhortations,  'but  to  have  the  utmoft  fobmiflion 
to  his  will ;  and,  that  me  may  not  miftake  the  nature 
of  that  fubmifilon,  he  tells  her,  it  is  the  fame  that 
Sarah  had  for  Abraham  •,  to  which  fubmiiTion  Ifaac 
perhaps  was  owing.  No  bawd  could  have  written  a 
more  feducing  letter  to  an  innocent  country  girl,  than 
the  diretteur  did  to  his  penitente  -,  who,  I  dare  fay, 
had  no  occafion  for  his  good  advice.  Thofe  who 
would  juftify  the  good  dsreSeur^  alias  the  pimp  in 
this  affair,  muft  not  attempt  to  do  it,  by  faying,  that 
the  King  and  Madame  Maintenon,  were  at  that  time 
privately  married  ;  that  the  direfteur  knew  it  j  and 
that  this  was  the  meaning  of  his  enigme,  That  is 
abfolutely  impoflible;  for  that  private  marriage  muft 
have  removed  all  fcruples  between  the  parties ;  nay, 
could  not  have  been  contracted  upon  any  other 
principle,  fince  it  was  kept  private,  and  confequently 
prevented  no  public  fcandal.  It  is  therefore  ex- 
tremely evident,  that  Madame  Maintenon  could  not 
be  married  to  the  King,  at  the  time  when  me  fcrupled 
granting,  and  when  the  direcleur  advifed  her  to  grant, 
thofe  favours  which  Sarah  with  fo  much  fubmiflion 
granted  to  Abraham :  and  what  the  diretteur  is 
pleafed  to  call  le  my  ft  ere  de  Dieu^  was  moft  evidently 
a  ftate  of  concubinage.  The  letters  are  very  well 
worth  your  reading;  they  throw  light  upon  many 
things  of  thofe  times, 

I  have 


I  have  juft  received  a  letter  from  ! 
hope,   from    I 

•t  make  the 

ou. 

rite  de   Schullemburg,  the  C 
belh  i   knew    at    Hanover,    is  come  over 

Ti  vos  elogft. 
;igh,  as   1   told  you  in   my  I  aft,    I   have    done 

way  of  ,  ct  there  are  l 

portraits    of    remarkable     people    that    vvoui 

i    inllancc,    r  <>uld    by 

,   at  a  realbnable  price,    and  undoubted  origi- 
nals  (whether  heads,    half   lengths,  or   wh 
no    matter)    of   '  is     Richelieu,    Mi/arin, 

Ketz;    Monfieur    d«  ran  i    V\ 

,   de 

;  lintenon,     cle    C 

reufe,  de  Longucville,    d'Olonne,    &c.      \    (hould    be 
tempted  to  purchafe  them.      I    am  fei 

only    be    met   \\ith,  nily 

\y    mention    the 
cveiuu:ii 

.    not  un  I   do  not  remei 

,     uhich  you 
think  vsill  come  to  nothing,    and 

ILC   the   i 
un  it  to  me. 

0  to  town    in  four  or   five  days,    and  carry 
little  more  hearing   than    I   brought  •, 
.if  enough   for    common    ufc. 

much   oftencr    th.m 

wants  great  fums  i    and,    to    ufe  a  very  odd 
on,  I  want  to  hear  at  fight.     I  love  every- day  fenfes, 

every- 
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every-day  wit  and  entertainment-,  a  man  xvho  is  only 
good  on  holydays,    is  good  for  very  little.     Adieu. 

LETTER       LXXIV. 

London,  New-Year's-Day,   1753- 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IT  is  now  above  a  fortnight  fince  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  you.  I  hope,,  however,  that  you  are. 
well,  but  engrofTed 'by  the  bufinefs  of  Lord  Albemarle's 
bureau  in  the  mornings,  and  by  bufinefs  of  a  genteeler 
nature  in  the  evenings  -,  for  I  willingly  give  up  my  own 
fatistaftion  to  your  improvement,  either  in  bufinefs 
or  manners. 

Here  have  been  lately  imported  from  Paris  two  gen- 
tlemen, who,  I  find,  were  much  acquainted  with  you 
there ;  Comte  Sinzendorf,  and  Monfieur  Clairaut,  the 
Academician.  The  former  is  a  very  pretty  man,  well- 
bred,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  ufeful  knowledge ;  for 
thofe  two  things  are  very  confident.  I  examined  him 
about  you,  thinking  him  a  competent  judge.  He  told 
me,  que  voits  farliez  I*  Allemand  comme  tin  Allemand ;  que 
vous  ffaviez  le  droit  public  de  V Empire  parfaitement  lien  \ 
que  vous  a-virz  le  gout  fur^  et  des  connoijjances  fort  et en- 
dues. I  told  him,  that  1  knew  all  this  very  well  ;  but 
that  I  wanted  to  know  whether  you  had  Fair,  les  mani- 
eres,  les  attentions^  enfm  le  brillant  d'un  honr&e  homme ; 
his  anfwer  was,  Mais  out  en  verite,  c* eft  fort  lien.  This, 
you  fee,  is  but  cold,  in  comparifon  of  what  I  do  wifh, 
and  of  what  you  ought  to  wifh.  Your  friend  Clairaut 
interpofed,  and  faid,  Mais  je  vous  affure  qtfil  eft  fort 
•poli\  to  which  I  anfwered,  Jele  crois  bicn>  vis'a-vis des 

Lapons 
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bounties  gen  <..     Thefe   teftimonies   in  .our  arc 

fuch  as  perhaps  \  kitisfied  with,  and  think  fuffi- 

cient ;   but  I  am  not  :   they  are  only  t1 
ons  of  difmterefU  riconcen  on  a 

•rnination.      \Vhen,   upon  a  trial,  a    i 
witneflcs  to  his  character,  on- 

ly fay,  that  they  never  heared,  nor  do  not  k: 

(him;  it  intimates  at  belt  ;al  and  infy- 

>ugh  innocent   cl  Now  I   want,    and 

you  ought   to  endeavour,    that  Irs  .:;' 
Us  attentions ,  &V.    mould    be 

your  character,  and  fpccificd  of  you  by  pec  kcd. 

r  people  lay  of  you,   <:/-  fifil 

. 

thank  God,  has  given  you  all   the  powers  necefT. 
and  if  (he  has  not  yet,  I   hope   in  God  fhe  will,  give 
you  the  v.  jrting  tl> 

I   have  lately  read,   with  great   pleafure,  Voltaire's 
two  little  Hiftori 

mend  to  \our  pc: 

;e    bour,  : 

mod  po  :i   is 

too  ;   but  I  cannot  be  it  is 

:   it  confifts  only  of  thoughts 

ftolcn  from  Swift,  but  mifera:  iigu- 

red.      But  his  Hiftory  of  the  (  in  a  ve- 

itrong  light,  the  moft  immoral 
•Jut  was  ever  contrived  by  k  and  exe- 

cuted by  madmen  and  fools,  apainft  hum,: 
is  a  ftrangc,  but  i  rion,  between  honeft 

niadi:  fkilful    k  wherever  one  meets 

with  collected  numbers  of  the  former,  one  may  be  very 
fure  that  c  fecretly  direcled  by  the  latter.     The 

Popes, 
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Popes,  who  have  generally  been  both  the  abkft  a*nd 
the  greateft  knaves  in  Europe,  wanted  all  the  power 
and  money  of  the  Eaft :  for  they  had  all  that  was 
in  Europe  already.  The  times  and  the  minds  fa- 
voured their  defign,  for  they  were  dark  and  unin- 
formed i  and  Peter  the  Hermit,  at  once  a  knave  and 
a  madman,  was  a  fine  papal  tool  for  fo  wild  and 
wicked  an  undertaking.  1  wifh  we  had  good  hifto- 
ries  of  every  part  of  Europe,  and  indeed  of  the 
world,  written  upon  the  plan  of  Voltaire's  de  I'Efprit 
humain  j  for,  1  own,  I  am  provoked  at  the  contempt 
which  moft  hiftorians  mow  for  humanity  in  general  j 
one  would  think  by  them,  that  the  whole  human 
fpecies  confirmed  but  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
people,  called  and  dignified  (commonly  very  unde- 
fervedly  too)  by  the  titles  of  Emperors,  Kings, 
Popes,  Generals,  and  Minifters. 

I  have  never  feen,  in  any  of  the  news- papers,  any 
mention  of  the  affairs  of  the  Cevennes,  or  Greno- 
ble, which  you  gave  me  an  account  of  fome  time 
ago;  and  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix  pretends,  at 
leaft,  to  know  nothing  of  either.  Were  they  falfe 
reports ;  or  does  the  French  Court  chufe  ts  ftifle  them  ? 
I  hope  that  they  are  both  true,  becaufe  I  am  very  wil- 
ling, that  the  cares  of  the  French  government  mould 
be  employed  and  confined  to  themfelves. 

Your  friend,  the  Electrefs  Palatine,  has  fent  me  fix 
wild  boars  heads,  and  other  pieces  de  fa  chaffe^  in  return 
for  the  fans,  which  me  approved  of  extremely.  This 
prefent  was  fignified  to  me  by  one  Mr.  Harold,  who 
wrote  me  a  letter  in  very  indifferent  Englifh  j  I  fup- 
pofe  he  is  a  Dane,  who  has  been  in  England. 

Mr.  Harte  came  to  town  yefterday,  and  dined 
with  me  to-day.  We  talked  you  over  ;  and  I 
can  afTure  you,  that  though  a  Parfon,  and  no 

member 


u  i  i  : 

member  dtt  beau  mondc,   he  think- 

•impediments  of  it  full  as   necefftry  i 
do.     His  exprei  >,    that  is  all   th> 

if  be  wants  that,  con: 
ny  be  might  as  u  rife. 

This  is  the  d  i  people  \ 

nd  the  warmed  wifhes,  th 

general,  without  meaning  them  on  one  fide,  or  be! 
ing  them  on  the  other.       i  e  formed  by  the  head, 

in  compliance  with  cudoni,   though    difavowed   by  the 
heart,    in  cc,  1  I  is    w  idles,   u 

this  occafion,  are  the  bed,  that  are  the' hell  tun: 
do  not  q0t,  J   am  fure,  doubt  the  truth  of  mine,  and 
therefore    I    will    exprefs    them    with    a  like 

fimpliclty.      May  this  new  year  be   a  very  new  OIK 
deed  to  you  i  may  you  put  off  the  old,  ai.  '  the 

new  man  !   but  I  mean  the    outward,   not  the  in\ 
man.      With  this  alteration,    I  might  julll\   fum  up  all 
my  wimcs  for  y«y  in  thcfe  words, 

Dii  tibi  dent  annos,  dc  te  nam  cat  era  fit. 

I    receive  your  letter  of.  the  z6th  pad, 
a  very  difagreetble  reafon  ti,r  \o\u 

;>toms  wli'  our 

illnefs,  I  both  hope  and  believe,   t:  ,  wholly  ow- 

ing to  )our  own  want  of  t  :hcr  inci 

to  be  fat,  you  have  naturally  a  goi  h,  and 

eat  at  the  bed  tables  j    whiLJi  mud  of  coiufe  make 

v  fubjcd 

to  thefe  acci-.i  from   time  to  t: 

when  you  find  yourfelf  full,  heated,  or  your  licad  ach- 
take  fome  little  eafy  prev  "gc,  that  would 

not  confine  you  -,  e  rhubarb,  when 

you  go  to  bed  at  nigh  ae  lenna-tea  in  the  morn- 

ing.    You  do  very  well  to  live  extremely  low,  for  1. 
,   and    I   Co..  though  1  do  not  expect  ir, 

that 
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that  you  would  take  one  gentle  vomit :  for  thofe  gid- 
dinefles,  and  fwimmings  in  the  head,  always  proceed 
from  fome  foulnefs  of  the  ftomach.  However,  upon 
the  whole,  I  am  very  glad  that  your  old  complaint 
has  not  mixed  itfelf  with  this  :  which,  I  am  fully 
convinced,  arifes  fingly  from  your  own  negligence. 
Adieu. 

I  am  forry  for  Monfieur  Kurze,    upon   his  fitter's 
account. 


LETTER       LXXV. 

London,  January  the  i5th,  1753, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  NEVER  think  my  time  fo  well  employed,  as 
when  I  think  it  employed  to  your  advantage. 
You  have  long  had  the  greateft  fliare  of  it ;  you  now 
engrofs  it.  The  moment  is  now  decifive  -t  the  piece  is 
going  to  be  exhibited  to  the  public  ;  the  mere  out- 
lines, and  the  general  colouring,  are  not  fufficient  to 
attract  the  eyes,  and  to  fecure  applaufe;  but  the  laft 
finifhing,  artful,  and  delicate  ftrokes,  are  neceflary. 
Skilful  Judges  will  difcern,  and  acknowledge  their 
merit ;  the  ignorant  will,  without  knowing  why,  feel 
their  power.  In  that  view,  I  have  thrown  together, 
for  your  ufe,  the  enclofed  Maxims  * ;  or,  to  {peak 
more  properly,  obfervations  on  men  and  things ;  for  I 
have  no  merit  as  to  the  invention  ;  I  am  no  fyftem- 
monger  ;  and,  inftead  of  giving  way  to  my  imagina- 
tion, I  have  only  confulted  my  memory  ;  and  my 
conclufions  are  ail  drawn  from  fads,  not  from  fancy. 
Moft  maxim-mongers  have  preferred  the  prettinefs  to 

the 

*  Turn  to  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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the  juftnefs  of  a  the:  c   turn  to  the  tr. 

but  I  have  refilled  n  every  r! 

experience  did   not  jurtii  rm.     I  v. 

tj  them  again  fro  re  natd  in  fimilar  cafes.    Yo 
areas  apt  to  think  themfelvcs  wife  enough,  as  dru: 

arc  to  think   themfelves  fobcr   enouc!i.       They 
look  upon  fpirit  to  be  a  much  better  thing  tn 
Hence;    which  they  call   coldncfs.      They  are  but  half 
miftaken  ;  for  though    i]  hout    CX|  ,    is 

-erous,   experience,   without  fpirit,   is  Ian. 
defective.     Their  union, 

feclion  :  you  may  juin  th  r  all  my 

experience  is  at  your  fervice  ;  and  I  do  r. 
grain  of  your  fpirit  in   return.     Ufe  them  both  ; 
let  them  reciprocally   animate  and  cl 
I  mean  here,  by  the  fpirit  of  youth,  only  the  vivacity 
and  preemption   of  youth  ;     which  hinder  them  from 
feeing  the  difficulties,  or  of  an  u  :ng ; 

but  I  do  not  mean,  what  the  filly  vulgar  calls  fpirit,  by 
which  they  are  captious,  jealous  of  their  rank,   fu<; 
ous  of  being  undervalued,  and  tart    (as  they  call  it 
their  rej  ;pcn   the  1    occafio  .:is  is 

an  evil,  and  a  vc  fKould  be  di 

out,  and  transferred  to  an  herd  ot  is  is  not 

the  fpirit   of   a  man  of  fafhion,   who  has   kept  r 
company.     People  of    an    c>; 

when  they  happen  to  frJl  into  good-co  .;ine 

themftlves   the  only   obj  ion  i     if  the 

company  whifpcrs,   it  is,   to  be  fure,  concerning  them  ; 
if  they  laugh,    it  is  at  tl.  thing  ambi- 

guous, that  by  the  mod  in  I^e 

applied  to  tl.  ;c  convinced 

that  it  was  meant  at  them  -,11,  row  out 

of  countenance  firft,   and  then  angry.     Thi>  mittake  is 

very 
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very  well  ridiculed  in  the  Stratagem,  where  Scrub  fays, 
/  am  fure  they  talked  of  me,  for  they  laughed  confumed- 
ly.  A  well-bred  man  feldom  thinks,  but  never  feems 
to  think,  himfelf  flighted,  under-valued,  or  laughed  at 
in  company,  unlefs  where  it  is  fo  plainly  marked  out, 
that  his  honour  obliges  him  to  refent  it  in  a  proper 
manner  j  mats  les  honnetes  gens  ne  fe  boudent  jamais.  I 
will  admit,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  command  ones-felf 
enough,  to  behave  with  eafe,  franknefs,  and  good- 
breeding  towards  thofe,  who  one  knows  diflike,  flight, 
and  injure  one,  as  far  as  they  <?an  without  peribnal  con- 
fequences  •,  but  I  affert,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  do  it :  you  muft  embrace  the  man  you  hate,  if  you 
cannot  be  juftified  in  knocking  him  down  ;  for  ether- 
wife  you  avow  the  injury,  which  you  cannot  revenge. 
A  prudent  Cuckold  (and  there  are  many  fuch  at  Paris) 
pockets  his  horns,  when  he  cannot  gore  with  them  ; 
and  will  not  add  to  the  triumph  of  his  maker,  by  only 
butting  with  them  ineffectually.  A  feeming  ignorance 
is  very  often  a  moft  neceflary  part  of  worldly  know- 
ledge. It  is,  for  inftance,  commonly  advifeable  to 
feem  ignorant  of  what  people  offer  to  tell  you;  and, 
when  they  fay,  Have  not  you  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  -9 
to  anfwer,  No,  and  to  let  them  go  on,  though  you 
know  it  already.  Some  have  a  pleafure  in  telling  it, 
becaufe  they  think  that  they  tell  it  well  -,  others  have  a 
pride  in  it,  as  being  the  fagaciousdifcoverers;  and  many 
have  a  vanity  in  fhowing  that  they  have  been,  though 
very  undefervedly,  trufted :  all  thefe  would  be  difap- 
pointed,  and  confequently  difpleafed,  if  you  faid,  Yes. 
Seem  always  ignorant  (unlefs  to  one  moft  intimate 
friend)  of  all  matters  of  private  fcandal  and  defama- 
tion, though  you  fhould  hear  them  a  thoufand  times; 
for  the  parties  affected  always  look  upon  the  receiver 
to  be  aimed  as  bad  as  the  thief:  and,  whenever  they 

become 
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become  the  topic  of  ^  ;i  to  be  a  fci 

thoi.  >HIS   believer  ;  a: 

take  "ing  part.      But  all  this  (•.  ^no- 

e  fliould  be  joined  to  thorough   and  extc: 
vate  informations  :   and,   : 

tor  moft  peo; 

in  (how ing  a    fuperiority   over   others,  though  but 
i  moment,   and  in  the  mer-jft  trifles,   that  they  will 
tell  you  wh;it  they   mould    not,  rather  than   not  mow 
that  hat  you  did   not   know  : 

that  fuch  feeming    ignorance  \\ill   make   you 
incurious,   a: 

tor  facts,  and  take   pains  to 

every  thing  that  pafTes  -,   but  fifli  :  not 

always,  nor  indeed  often,  in  the  fhape  otV 
ons  •,  which  alwa\s  put  people  upon  the:: 
often  repeated,  grow  tiref>  :mcs  tak< 

things  that  you  would  know,  for  granted  ;  upon  which 
fomebody  will,   kindly    and  officioufly,  ft 
fometimes  fay,     that   \ou    have   beared    fo    and    fo  ; 
and  at  other   times  feem  to  know  more   than 
in  order  to  know  all  that    you  want  :     but  avoid  direct 
queftioning,   as  much  as  you  can.     All    thcfe  need, 
arts  of  the  world  require  conftant  attention,  prcfcnce  of 
mind,    and   D  Acrr.lks,  though    i  t!)le, 

-:  went   to   battle,  but  completely  armed.     Courts 
are  to  be  the  theatres  of  your 
be  always  as  complete  with  the 

ilition  of  a  iu'e:-|  ieCC.      '1'hr  lent  in.itt.-ntiuri,    • 

Fatal      1  .in    fee 

uch 

/  accomplice d :    you   have  the   mean 
\our  power,  add  the  svill,   and  you  may  bring  it  about. 
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The  vulgar   have  a  coarfe  faying,    of  fpoiling  a  bog 
for  a  halfpenny-worth  of  tar  :  prevent  the  application, 
by  providing  the   tar  ;  it  is  very  eafily  to  be  had,  in 
comparifon  with  what  you  have  already  got. 

The  fine  Mrs.  Pitt,  who,  it  feems,  faw  you  often 
at  Paris,  fpeaking  of  you  the  other  day,  faid,  in 
French,  for  me  fpeaks  little  Englifh 

whether  it  is  that  you  did  not  pay  the  homage  due  to 
her  beauty,  or  that  it  did  not  ftrike  you  as  it  does 
others,  I  cannot  determine  ;  but  I  hope  fhe  had 
fome  other  reafon  than  truth,  for  faying  it.  I  will 
fuppofe  that  you  did  not  care  a  pin  for  her  ;  but, 
however,  fhe  furely  deferved  a  degree  of  propitiatory 
adoration  from  you,  which  I  am  afraid  you  neglected. 
Had  I  been  in  your  cafe,  I  mould  have  endeavoured,  at 
leaft,  to  have  fupplanted  Mr.  Mackay  in  his  office  of 
nocturnal  reader  to  her.  I  played  at  cards,  two  days 
ago,  with  your  friend  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  and  her  moft 
fublime  mother,  Mrs.  Seagrave;  they  both  inquired 
after  you ;  and  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  faid,  fhe  hoped  you 
went  on  with  your  dancing ;  I  faid  Yes,  and  that  you 
afTured  me,  you  had  made  fuch  confiderable  improve- 
ments in  it,  that  you  had  now  learned  to  ftand  ftill,  and 
even  upright.  Your  virtuofa,  la  Signora  Veftri,  fung 
here  the  other  day,  with  great  applaufe  :  I  prefume 
you  are  intimately  acquainted  with  her  merit.  Good 
night  to  you,  whoever  you  pafs  it  with. 

1  have  this  moment  received  a  packet,  fealed  with 
your  feal,  though  not  directed  by  your  hand,  for  La- 
dy Hervey.  No  letter  from  you  1  Are  you  not  wellf 
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LETTER      IAXVI. 

London,  May  theayth,  O.  S    , 
DEAR  FRIEN 

Ii  I  AV  K  thi   u  i)  been  tired 
!ie  company  of  a   mod  worth),  fcniiblc,  and 

.  and 

This  UMHS  a  | 

but    is  a  plain    truth ;    he  has   no   knowledge 
wor!  talking 

•ut  book,  as  is  commonly  faid  of  people  v 
fillih  .  !y   talks  by  book  ;  which,  in  general  con- 

.,  is  ten  times   worfe.     IK    has   formed  in  his 
own  clofct,  from  books,  certain  f\ftem  ;ing, 

argues  tenacioufly  upon  tbofe  principles,  and  is  both 
furprized  and  angry  at  whatever  deviates  from  them. 
His  theories  are  good,  but,  unfortunately,  are  all  im- 
pradlicable.  Why  ?  Becaufe  he  h:u-  o::!y  :  i  not 

convei!:J.  He  is  acquainted  with  bo^ks,  and  an  ab- 
folutc  (Iranger  to  men.  Labouring  with  hi  lie  is 

delivered  of  it  with  pangs ;  he  helitatcs,  ll-.'pc 
terancc,  and  always  exprciits  him: 
adions  are  all    i;  iiis  merit 

ar.d  knowledge,   1  with 

the  : 

thing  of  the  world,  than  with  The  prcpofti  . 

notions  of  a  fyfli 

world,  tire  the  p  who  docs,      i 

be  endlefo  to  correct  his  mil  von  Id  he 

it  kindly;  for    he   has   confulered  every  thij; 
ratcly,  and   is  very   fure  Im- 

propriety is  a  characleriftic,  and  a  never-failing 
thefe    people.      Regardlci 

cufloms 
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cuftoms  and   manners,  they  violate  them  every  mo- 
ment.     They   often  Ihock,  though  they  never  rn  an 
to  offend  j  never  attending  either  to  the  general  cha- 
racter, or  the  particular  diftinguifhing  circumftances  of 
the  people  to  whom,  or  before  whom  they  talk  :  where- 
as the  knowledge  of  the  world  teaches  one,  that  the 
very  fame  things,  which  are  exceedingly  right  and  pro- 
per in  one  company,  time,  and  place,  are  exceeding- 
ly abfurd  in  others.     In  fhort,  a  man  who  ha    g.eat 
knowledge,  from  experience  and  obfervation,    of  the 
characters,  cuftoms,  and   manners   of    mankind,  is  i 
being  as  different  from,  and  as  fupeiior  to,  a  man  of 
mere  book  and  fyftematical  knowledge,  as  a  well-ma- 
naged horfe  is  to  an  afs.     Study  therefore,  cultivate, 
and   frequent  men  and  women ;  not  only  in  their  out- 
ward, and  confequently  guarded,  but   in  their  interior, 
domeflic,  and  confequently   lefs   difguifed,   characters 
and  manners.      Take  your  notions   of  things,  as   by 
obfervation  and  experience  you  find  they  really  are, 
and  not  as  you  read  that  they  are  or  mould   be ;  for 
they  never  are  quite  what  they  fhould  be.     For  this 
purpofe,  do  not  content  yourfelf  with  general  and  com- 
mon acquaintance  ;  but,  wherever  you  can,  eftabiifh 
yourfelf,  with  a  kind  of  domeftic  familiarity,  in  good 
houfes.     For  inftance,  go    again   to  Oili,  for   two  or 
three  days,  and  fo  at  two  or  three  reprifes.     Go  and 
flay  two  or  three  days  at  a  time  at  Verfailles,  and  im- 
prove and  extend   the  acquaintance  you   have   there. 
Be  at  home  at  St.  Cloud  i  and,  whenever  any  private 
perfon  of  fafhion  invites  you  to  pals  a  few  days  at  his 
coumry-houfe,   accept  of  the    invitation.      This    will 
neceflarily  give  you  a  verfatility  of  mind,  and  a  facility 
to  adopt  various  manners  and  cuftoms ;  for  every  body 
defires  to  pleate  thofe  in  whofe  houfe  they   are  ;  and 
people  are  only  to   be   pleated  in  their    own    way. 

Y  ?  Nothing 
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Nothing  is  more  engaging   than   a  chearful  and  t 

conformity  t«  ,lar  man: 

even  weakncfles  i  nothing  (to   ufe  a  \  prelTion) 

fliould  come  amifs  to  a  young  fellow.     1 1 

for  good  purpoics,  what  Alcibiad- 

bad  ones,  a  Proteus,  ailuming  wn' 

with  chearfulnefs,   any   fhape.      Hear,    cold,    lu\ 

abft;  .,  ceremony,  <  .ing, 

trifling,  bulinels,     and    pleafurc,     are    modes    which 

he  mould  be  able   to  take,  hi  >r  change  ou 

onal'  as   much   cafe   as  he  would   take  or  lay 

afide   hi-  All   this  is  only  to  be  ace,  ufe 

and  knowledge  of  the  world,  by  teat  deal 

ting   yourfelf  into   the  familiarity  of  various  acquaint- 
ance. ?,ht,  a  generous  ambition  to  make  a  figure 
nly  gives  the   defire  of  pleafing; 
the  defire   of  pica fing  points    out,  to    a  gnat   d  gree, 
the  :              i   doing  it ;  and  the  art  of  pleafing  i. . 
truth,  the  art  of  rifing,  of  diftinguifhing 
making  a  figure  and  a  fortune  in  the  world.     But  with- 
out pleafir.g,  without  the  Graces,  as  I  have  told  >« 

i  times,  ogni  /<///...  /      You  are  now  but 

nine:  age  at   uli;,  of  youi 

are  illiberally  getting  .  Pon,  at  tin    i  iity. 

got  the  dart  and, 

ledg 

iurc  of  cut  running  them  in  Court   a;,d   P.. 
fci  out    io    miii 

• 

i    will   by    that   a:- 
'  out  up  -ravels  u  C\  in 

only  lick  one  ar,< 
any  other  company.     They  know  nothing 
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the  Englifti  world,  and  the  word  prirt  of  tbat  too,  and 
generally  very  little  of  any  but  the  Englifh  language  ; 
and  they  come  home,  at  three  or  fourand-twemy,  re- 
fined and   polifhed  (as  is   faid    in   one  of  Congreve's 
plays)  like, Dutch  fkippers  from  a  whale-fifhing.     The 
care   which   has    been  taken  of  you,  and  (to  do  you 
juftice)  the  care  you   have  taken  of  yourfelf,  has  left 
you,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  only,  nothing  to  acquire, 
but  the   knowledge   of  the  world,  manners,   addrefs, 
and    thofe  exterior  accomplishments.      But    they  are 
great  and  neceflary   acquifuions,  to   thofe   who   have 
ienfe  enough  to  know  their  true  value;  and  your  get- 
ting them  before  you  are  one-and- twenty,  and  before 
you  enter  upon  the  active  and  fhining  fcene  of  life, 
will  give  you  fuch  an  advantage  over  all  your   cotem- 
poraries,  that  they  cannot  overtake  you  ;  they  mud  be 
diftanced.     You    may    probably    be   placed   about   a 
young  Prince,  who  will  probably  be  a  young   King. 
There  all  the  various  arts  of  pleafing,  the   engaging 
addrefs,  the  verfatility  of    manners,  the   brillint^    the 
Graces,  will  outweigh   i  ;ti  yet  outrun  all  fblid  know- 
ledge and  unpolifhed  merit.      Oil   yourfdf  therefore, 
and   be  both  fupp!e  and  fhining,  for  that  race,  if  you 
would  be  firft,  or  early,  at  the  goal.     Ladies  will,  mofl 
probably  too,  have  fomething  to  fay  there ;  and  thofe 
who  are  belt  with  them,  will  probably  be  b&ttifoim- 
where  elfe.     Labour   this   great  point,  my  dear    child, 
indefatigably  ;  attend   to    the  very    fmulled  parts,  the 
minuted  graces,  the  mod  trifling  circumftances,  that 
can  pofTibly  concur  in  forming   the  mining  character 
of  a  complete  Gentleman,  'wi  galint  homme,  un  bommt 
de  Cour,  a  man  of  b'.ifinefs  and  plea fu re  ;  e'lime  dts  bom- 
meSy  recherche  des  femmes,  aime  de  tout  It  moitde.     In 
this   view,  obierve    the   mining    part    of    every    man 
<?f  fafhion,    who   is  liked  and   efteemed  ;    attend   to, 

and 
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and  ;  ;hat   particular  accomplill  r  which 

:.ited    and    diltit:;. 
then  |  4rts,  and  m.ik  -;f  a 

•ii  whole.     No  one   body   po: 
thing,  and  alniuj.  ;>ody   potVetTes  lor. 

worthy   of  imitation:    only  chute  )our   \\ 
and,  in  order  to  do  fo,  L  your  ear   more  than 

\our  eye.     T  model  is  always  that  whu 

moil  .illy    allowed    to   he   the   bctf,   though   in 

rnefs  it  may   pollibly   not  be  fo.     We  mud 
I    tilings    as    they    are,    we    cannot    make    t 
what    \ve    would,    nor    often    v-hat  they    fhould 
gnd,    where   moral   duties   arc    not   com  u    is 

nt   to    follow,    than    to    attempt   to  lead. 
Adieu. 


LETTER      LXXVII. 

Bath,  Oftober  the  3d,  1755. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOU  have  fct  out  well  at  the  Hague ;  you  are  in 
love  with  Madame  Munter,  which  I  am  v 
of:  ll)  the  fine  company  t!  one 

of  if  is  not  enough,  at  your  age,  to  be  rru 

company;  but  ild,  by  your   ad< 

and  atie.  :v,ike  tha  mpany  think  you  one 

of  them.     T-  even  in- 

dependently i.ich   tribute,  I    1 

M.i- 

rhmr   J  it  :  depend   upon    it 

and  were  offended   in  proportion  as  ; 

Cither  unwillingly  or  fcantily  paid.      I  believ. 

friend 
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friend  Krcuningcn  admits  nobody  now  to  his  table, 
for  fear  of  their  communicating  the  plague  to  him, 
or  at  lead  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  Pray  profit  of 
the  entrees  libres,  that  the  French  Embaffador  has 
given  you  •,  frequent  him,  and  fpeak  to  him.  I 
think  you  will  not  do  amifs  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Burrifh,  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  fince  it  is  fo  little  out 
of  your  way,  and  you  will  do  (lill  better,  if  you 
would,  which  I  know  you  will  not,  drink  thofe 
waters,  for  five  or  fix  days  only,  to  fcour  your 
ftomach  and  bowels  a  little :  I  am  fure  it  would 
do  you  a  great  deal  of  good.  Mr.  Burrifh  can, 
doubtlefs,  give  you  the  beft  letters  to  Munich  -t 
and  he  will  naturally  give  you  fome  to  Comte  Prey- 
fing,  or  Comte  Sinmeim,  and  fuch  fort  of  grave 
people ;  but  I  could  wilh  that  you  would  afk  him 
for  fome  to  young  fellows  of  pleafure,  or  fa- 
fhionable  coquettes,  that  you  may  be  dans  Thonmte 
dtbauche  de  Munich.  Apropos  of  your  future  motions  j 
I  leave  you  in  a  great  meafure  the  matter  of  them,  fo 
fhall  only  fugged  my  thoughts  to  you  upon  that  fubject. 
You  have  three  Electoral  Courts  in  view,  Bonn, 
Munich,  and  Manheim.  1  would  advife  you  to  fee 
two  of  them  rather  curforily,  and  fix  your  tabernacle 
at  the  third,  whichever  that  may  be,  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  For  inftance,  Ihould  you  chufe  (as  I  fancy 
you  will)  to  make  Manheim  the  place  of  your  refidence, 
flay  only  ten  or  twelve  days  at  Bonn,  and  as  long  at 
Munich,  and  then  go  and  fix  at  Manheim ;  and  fo, 
vice  verfd,  if  you  fbould  like  Bonn  or  Munich  better 
than  you  think  you  would  Manheim  -3  make  that  the 
place  of  your  refidence,  and  only  vifit  the  other  two. 
It  is  certain  that  no  man  can  be  much  plea  fed  himlelf, 
or  pleafe  others  much,  in  any  place  where  he  is  only  a 
bird  of  paflage  for  eight  or  ten  days-,  neither  party 
thinking  it  worth  while  to  make  an  acquaintance,  (till 
Icfs  to  form  any  connection,  for  fo  fhort  a  time  :  but 

when 
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n  months  arc  the  caff,  him 

tty  well  ,  ,  not  be  upon 

as  a  ilrangn  is  the    ir.il    util.ty    or    t 

when,  by  contr  you 

get    into  the   infidc    of  it,   and   Ire   it    in    its    un 
That  is  the   only    way  of  knowing   the  cuftoms,  the 
manners  and   all  the  little  charadtenllical   pecuh.u 
that     diltinguifh      one  t'rom     another  •,      but 

then  tli.  aiity    is  not  to   be   brought   about  by 

cold,  formal   vilit*    of  hall    nn    hour:   no-,  you 
..•   a  will  an   impatience,  of  i 

ing  con;,  ,  /'/ faut  sy  frtter,  ct  y  mtttre  du  lianty 

du  defer  dc  />/.;;  v      \\  you  do  approve,  you  mult 

be  lavifli  in   your   praiics  of  i  and  you   mult  learn  to 
commend  what  you  do  not  approve  of,  if  it  is  appi 
of  there.     You  are  not  much  given  to  praife,  I  know  i 
but  it  is  becaule  you  do  not  yet  know,    how  extremely 
people  are  cnga»:  Teeming  landtjon  to  their  own 

opinions,  prejudices,  and  weaknefies,  even  in  the  merdl 
trifles.     Our  iclf-love  is  mortified,  when  we  think  our 
.;ons,  and  even  our  taftes,    cuftoms,  and   drt 
r  arraigned  or  condemned  i  as,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 

QOO.      I  will  give  you 

a  remarkable  inftance  of  tins  kind.     The  famous  ! 
of  Shaftcfbury,  in  tiie   flagitious   reign  of  C  harlcs    the 
:id,  while  he  .   ind  to   be  a 

uritc  as  well  £:  m  order 

Mng  paf- 

I  w — e,  whom  he 

no  o^  I  made  no  manner  of  ufe  of.    The 

Iked  him   if  it  was  true  •, 

he  o  •  that,   though   he  kept  that  one 

he  had  fevcral  others  befides,  tor  he  loved  va- 

v  days       I          is,  the  King,  at  his  pub- 

,  faw  Lo  'bury  at   fome  diftancc-,  and 

:i    the  ci  -  .»uld  not  think  that  that 

5*  little,  weak  man   is   the    g  after    in 

u  England, 
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u  England  •,  but  I  can  afiure  you  that  he  is."     Upon 
Lord  Shaftefbury's  coming  into  the  circle,  there  was  a 
general    fmile ;    the  King  faid,  "  This  is  concerning 
"  you,  my  Lord."     "  Me,  Sir !"  anfwered  the  Chan- 
cellor, with   fome  furprife.     "  Yes,    you,"  anfwered 
the  King;  "for  I   had  juft  faid,  that  you  were  the 
"  greateft  whore-mafter  in  England  :  Is  it  not  true  ?" 
"  'Ofafufy'ea,  Sir,"  replied  Lord  Shaftcfbury,  "  per- 
"  haps  I  am."     It  is  the  fame  in  every  thing;  we  think 
a   difference  of  opinion,  of  conduct,  of  manners,  a 
tacit  reproach,  at  lead,  upon  our  own  ;  we  muft  there- 
fore ufe  ourfelves  to  a  ready  conformity  to  whatever  is 
neither  criminal  nor  dimonourable.     Whoever  differs 
from  any  general  cuftom,  is   fuppofed  both   to  think, 
and  proclaim  himfelf  wifer  than  the  reft  of  the  world ; 
which  the  reft  of  the  world  cannot  bear,  efpecially  in  a 
young  man.     A  young  fellow  is  always  forgiven,  and 
often  applauded,  when  he  carries  a  fafhion  to  an  excefs; 
but  never  if  he  flops  mort  of  it.     The  firft  is  afcribed 
to  youth  and  fire  ;    but  the  latter  is  imputed  to  an 
affectation   of    fingularity,    or   fuperiority.     At   your 
age,  one  is  allowed  to  outrer  fafhion,    drefs,  vivacity, 
gallantry,  &c.  but  by  no  means  to  be  behind  hand  in 
any  one  of  them.     And  one  may  apply  to  youth  in  this 
cafe,  Si  non  errdjftt,  fecerat  ilk  minus,         Adieu. 


LETTER 
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Bath,  O&ober  the  J9th,   1753. 

DEAR  FRIEND, 
F  all  the  various  ingredients  that  compofe  the  ufe- 


o 


ful  and    neccfiary   art  of  pleafing,    no  one 
effectual  and  engaging,  as    that   gentlenefs,    that  dou- 
ceur of  countenance  and  manners,   to   which  you   arc 
no  llranger,   though  (God   knows  why)  a  iworn  enc- 

Other  people  taL  is   to  to 

difguife,    their   natural    i  ,    by   the 

make   of  their   clothes,  and  otru  T  to 

conceal  the  defers  of  their  flu:  who  un- 

fortunately   have   natural    bad    complexions,    lay    on 
goo  and   both  men   and  women,   upon  whom 

unkind  nature  has  inflicted   a  iurlinds  and  ferocity  of 
countenance,   do   at  It-all  all   they    can,  thon 
without  fuccefs,  to  iotten  and  muigare  it  ;  they  i 
douceur^  and  aim  at  fmilo  :n  in  the 

;,   they  grin  horribly,  a  gbajlly 

\     But   you  arc  the   only   pcrlon  I  ever  knew,   in 

whole  courie  lain,  but 

abfolutely   reject  ,  that 

; 

countenance \  for  :  one-, 

but, 
on  :  mod 

bly  be  imagined.      Tins 
but  you    know  it   to  be  tr- 
ie gives  you   a  man! 

-:,  though  vr  .r  count;  o,  you  are 

mod  exceedingly  miftaken-,  for  it  - 

Gci 
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German  corporal,  part  of  whole  exerciie  is  to  look  fierce, 
and  to  blafe-meer-op.     You  will  fay,  perhaps,  What,  am 
I  always  to  be  ftudying  my   countenance,  in  order  to 
wear   this  douceur  ?    I   aniwer,    No,   do  it  but   for  a 
fortnight,  and  you  never  will  have  occafion  to  think  of 
it  more.     Take  but  half  the  pains  to  recover  the  coun- 
tenarce  that  nature  gave  you,  that  you  muft  have  taken 
to  difguife  and   deform  it   as  you  have,  and  the  bu- 
finefs  will  be  done.     Accuftom  your  eyes  to  a  certain 
foftnefs,    of   which  they  are  very  capable,  and   your 
face  to  fmiles,  which  become  it  more  than  mod  faces 
I  know.     Give  all  your  motions  too,  an  air  of  douceur ', 
which  is  directly  the  reverfe  of  their  prefent  celerity 
and  rapidity.     I  wifti  you  would  adopt  a  little  of  Fair 
du  Convent  (you  very  well  know  what  I  mean)    to  a 
certain  degree  ;  it  has  fomething  extremely  engaging  ; 
there    is  a    mixture  of    benevolence,   affection,    and 
unction,  in  it :  it  is  frequently   really   fincere,  but   is 
almoft  always  thought  fo,  and  confequently  pleafing. 
Will  you  call  this  trouble?    It   will    not   be  halt  an 
hour's  trouble  to  you  in  a  week's  time.     But  fuppofe 
it  be,  pray  tell   me,  why  did  you   give  yourfelf  the 
trouble  of  learning  to  dance  fo  well  as  you  do  ?  It  is 
neither  a  religious,  moral,  or  civil  duty.     You  mud 
own,  that    you   did    it    then    fmgly    to  pleafe,    and 
you   were    in    the  right    on't.      Why   do   you   wear 
fine    cloaths,   and   curl    your    hair  ?  Both  are   trou- 
blefome  -,  lank  locks,  and  plain  flirnzy  rags,  are  much 
eafier.     This  then  you  alfo  do  in  order  to  pleafe,  and 
you  do  very   right.     But  then,  for  God's  fake,  reafon 
and  act  confequentially  ;    and  endeavour  to  pleafe  in 
other    things   too,    ftill    more  ellential  ;    and    without 
which   the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  thofe  is  wholly 
thrown    away.      You   fhow   your    dancing,    perhaps, 
fix    times    a    year,    at    moft ;    but    you  fhow    your 
countenance,    and     your     common  •  motions,     every 

day, 
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day,  and  all  :ch  then,  I  appeal  to  yoi 

ought   you   to  think  of  the  moil,  and  care  to  render 

and   engaging.       DoucfU)  ante- 

:J  oefture,  can  alone  make  them  fo.  You  arc  by 

'.oiild  you  then  molt  un- 

juftly   be  m  <>ur  common  counte- 

nance intimates,  and   would  ; 

not  know  you,  believe  it.  A propos  to  this  ;  I  mull 
tell  you  what  was  faid  the  other  day  to  a  fine  lady 
whom  you  know,  who  i-  jod  naturcd  in  truth, 

but    whofe   common    countenance    implies    ill- nature, 

even  to   bru'  It   was   Mils  H n,    1 

m  you  have  ieen,  both  at  B! 

heath  and  at  Lady  Hervcv's.  Lady  M — y  was  laying 
to  me,  that  you  had  a  very  engaging  countenance, 
when  you  had  a  mind  to  it,  but  that  you  had  not 

always  that  mind  ;  upon  which,  Mifs  H n  laid, 

that  (he  liked  your  countenance  bell,  \\hen 
plum   as   her  own.     Why  then,  replied  Lad\   M — y, 
you  two  fhould  marry  ;  for,  while  you  both  wear  your 
\vorft  countenances,  nobody  elle  will  venture  upu: 
ther  of  you  -,  and  they   call  her  now,  Mrs.  Stanh 
To  complete  this  douceur  of  countenance  and  mot: 

recommc  .  fhould 

carry  it  alfo  I  ;  s,  and  mam  ink- 

ing, mcttez  y  toujours  de  /'  iiffeflueux  f  onftion  \  take 
the  gentle,  the  favourable,  the  indulgent  fide 

tions,     I  own,  t!  ,v  and  fublime  John 

>ur   country, i  ho\v 

.     '     LC8    the    roi.p.h    and    harfli 

fide,    which    he  ^    with    an    oath,    to 

i  more   formidable.  s   he  only   thinks   fine  ; 

for,  to   d  i    ^oud- 

natured   as    any   bod;.  nong  tlie   many 

which   you   have   nut,    and   I    have   lived 

Jung  enough   in  the  world    to   know  of  what  infinite 

confequ 
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confequence  they  are,  in  the  courfe  of  life.  Rea- 
fon  then,  I  repeat  it  again,  within  yourfelf,  confe- 
quentially  -y  and  let  not  the  pains  you  have  taken, 
and  dill  take,  to  pleafe  in  fome  things,  be  a  pure  per- 
/?,  by  your  negligence  of,  and  inattention  to  others, 
of  much  lefs  trouble,  and  much  more  confequence. 

I  have  been  of  late  much  engaged,  or  rather  be- 
wildered, in  Oriental  hiftory,  particularly  that  of  the 
Jews,  fince  the  deftruction  of  their  temple,  and  their 
difperfion  by  Titus ;  but  the  confufion  and  uncer- 
tainty of  the  whole,  and  the  monflrous  extravagan- 
cies and  falfehoods  of  the  greateft  part  of  it,  dif- 
gufted  me  extremely.  Their  Thalmud,  their  Mifch- 
na,  their  Targums,  and  other  traditions  and  writings 
of  their  Rabbins  and  Doctors,  who  were  moll  of 
them  Cabalifts,  are  really  more  extravagant  and  ab- 
furd,  if  poffible,  than  all  that  you  have  read  in  Comte 
de  Gabalis ;  and,  indeed,  moft  of  his  fluff  is  taken 
from  them.  Take  this  fample  of  their  nonfenfe, 
which  is  tranfmitted  in  the  writings  of  one  of  their 
moft  confiderable  Rabbins.  "  One  Abas  Saul,  a 
man  of  ten  feet  high,  was  digging  a  grave,  and  hap- 
pened to  find  the  eye  of  Goliah,  in  which  he  thought 
proper  to  bury  himfelf,  and  ib  he  did,  all  but  his 
head,  which  the  Giant's  eye  was  unfortunately  not 
quite  deep  enough  to  receive."  This,  I  afiiire  you, 
is  the  moft  modeft  lye  of  ten  thoufand.  I  have  al- 
fo  read  the  Turkifh  Hiftory,  which,  excepting  the 
religious  part,  is  not  fabulous,  though  very  poffibly 
not  true.  For  the  Turks,  having  no  notion  of  let- 
ters,  and  being,  even  by  their  religion,  forbid  the 
ule  of  them,  except  for  reading  and  tranfcribing  the 
K^ran  i  they  have  no  hiftorians  of  their  own,  nor  no 
authentic  records  nor  memorials,  for  other  hiftorians 
to  work  upon :  fo  that  what  hiftories  we  have  of 
that  country,  are  written  by  foreigners  j  as  Platina, 

Sir 
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Sir  i  r  elic  in.t 

es   only   ot    ;  T    and   thon    periods,    by    I 

who  happened  to   reiidc   there  at   ih 

us,    whom   1  j,ke 

him,    as    tar  as   he  goes,   much    the 

.  :    bu:    then    his 

n    emb..:  n    the     i 

S  jlyman    the  Ma: 

ever,    th  ,    epiiodicaliy,    ti 

1  knoA,  ui"  t!ir  LUtt'Mns  and  manners  ot  the  Turks, 
and  ot'  the  nature  or'  i  ,cnc,  which  is  a 

•\lmary    0  or,  delpotic  as   it  always 

fccms,  and  lometimes  is,  it  is  in  truth  a  military  re- 
pubi  il  potter  rclidcs  in  the 

,    who  fjnietimes   order  their   Sult.m 
his    Vizir,     and    ibmetimcs    the    \'izir    to    depolc   or 
ttrangle  his  Sultan,  according  as  thty    happen   to   be 
angry   at  the   one   or   the  other.      I  own   i   am  glad 
that    the    capital    ftrangler   Ihould,    in    his    turn,    be 
ftrangk-abki    and    now   and    then    ftrangled.       For    I 
know  or  no  brute  fo  fierce,  nor  no  criminal  k>  ; 
ty,  as  the  creature  called  a  Sovereign,  whether  K 
Sultan,  or  Soph\,  who  thinks  himiclf,  either  bv 
vine  or   human    rii^ht,   vetted   with   an  abfolute   pow- 
er  of  dertroying  his  fellow-creat  r  who,  wi:h- 

out  inquiring  into  his  n^ht,  LiwleKly  exerts  that 
power.  The  mod  excufablc  of  all  thole  human  mon- 
fters,  are  the  'I'urks,  whofe  rcligi  rhem 

inevitable  t'atalil'm.  A  propos  of  the  Turks  •,  my 
Loyola,  I  pretend,  is  luperiur  to  your  Sulta 

uink   this    impoilible,    and    wonder    who 
this  Lo  ,    that    1  have   had  a 

bet  :     me    from    Franc <  like 

Sultan,    thac  he    has  been    millaken    for    hi  i 
;:t    is   fl»«  d    his    ci 

er  than  He  has  alio  the   acquired    know- 


ledge 
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ledge  of  Sultan  •,  and  I  am  apt  to  think  that  he  (tudi- 
ed  under  the  fame  matter  at  Paris.  His  habit,  and 
his  white  band,  fhow  him  to  be  an  Ecclefiaftic  -, 
and  his  begging,  which  he  does  very  earneftly,  proves 
him  to  be  of  a  Mendicant  order  •,  which,  added  to  his 
flattery  and  infmuation,  make  him  fuppofed  to  be  a  Je- 
fuit,  and  have  acquired  him  the  name  of  Loyola.  I 
muft  not  omit  too,  that,  when  he  breaks  wind,  he 
imells  exactly  like  Sultan. 

I  do  not  yet  hear  one  jot  the  better  for  all  my  bath- 
ings and  pumpings,  though  I  have  been  here  already 
full  half  my  time  ;  I  confequently  go  very  little  into 
company,  being  very  little  fit  for  any.  I  hope  you 
keep  company  enough  for  us  both  •,  you  will  get  more 
by  that,  than  I  (hall  by  all  my  reading.  I  read  fmgly 
to  amufe  myfelf,  and  fill  up  my  time,  of  which  I  have 
too  much  •,  but  you  have  two  much  better  reafons  for  go- 
ing into  company,  Pleafure  and  Profit.  May  you  find  a 
great  deal  of  both,  in  a  great  deal  of  company  *  Adieu, 

LETTER      LXXIX. 

London,  Nov.  the  2Oth,  1753. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

W  O  mails  are  now  due  from  Holland,  fo  that 


T 


I  have  no  letter  from  you  to  acknowledge; 
but  that,  you  know,  by  long  experience,  does  not 
hinder  my  writing  to  you:  1  always  receive  your 
letters  with  pleafure  •,  but  I  mean,  and  endeavour, 
that  you  fhould  receive  mine  with  fome  profit;  pre- 
ferring always  your  advantage  to  my  own  pleafure. 

If  you  find  yourfelf  well  fettled  and  naturalized  atMan- 
heira,  (lay  there  fome  time,  and  do  not  leave  a  certain  for 

an 
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an  uncertain  good :  but  if  you  think  you  (hall  be  as 
well,  or  better  eftablifhed  at  Munich,  go  there  as 
foon  as  you  pleafe ;  and  if  difappointed,  a  al- 

s  return  to  Manheim.     I  mentioned,  in  a  former 
!etu  palling  the  Carnival   at    Berlin,   which,  I 

thii.i  )e  both  ufeful  and  pleafing  to  you  ;  1 

ever.  \ou  will  ;  but  let  me  know  what   you  re- 

folve.     That   King  and  that  country   have,  and   will 

,  fo  great  a  (hare  in   the  affairs  of  Europe,  that 
they  are  well  worth  being  thoroughly  known. 

here  you  are  now,  or  .v  be  here- 

after, you  fpeak  French,  German,  or  Englifh  mod,  I 
earneilly  recommend  to  you   a  particular  attentk 
the  propriety  and  elegancy  of  your  dyle  :  employ  the 
bed  words  you  can  find  in  the  language, 
pboty^  and  make  your  periods   as  harmonious  a? 
can.     I  need  not,  I  am  fure,  tell  you,  what  you  mud 
often    have  felt,  how  much   the   elegancy   of   diction 
adorns  the  bed  thoughts,  and  palliates  the  word.     In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  is  almod  every  thing ;  and 
indeed,  in  every  aflembly,  whether   public  or  private. 

ds,    which   are    the  drefs   of    thoughts,    defc 
furely,  more  care   than   clothes,    \\hich    are   only   the 
drefs    of    the  perfon,  and    which,    h«  'light   to 

have  their   fharc-  ion.     If  you  attend  to  \ 

dyle,   in  any  one   language,  it  will    g 

if   in    ev<  if  once 

fpeak  cither  French   or  German   \    i 

ids    fpeak    much  tlv 
it.       I     repeat    it    to 

.  H    tirr.',-, 
in   r. 

pic  know   vciy   litilc  ol   t'  ,1   talk    i 

\v hen  t  li- 
ed ;     they    will    do    in    nothing  :    mankind   has  ! 

long 
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long  out  of  a  date  of  nature,  and  the  gulden  age  of 
native  iimplicity  will  never  mum.  Whether  for  the 
better  or  the  worfe,  no  matter ;  but  we  aie  refined  ; 
and  plain  manners,  plain  drefs,  and  plain  diction,  would 
as  Jitile  do  in  life,  as  acorns,  herbage,  and  the  water  of 
the  neighbouring  fpring,  would  do  at  table.  Some  peo- 
ple are  juft  come,  who  interrupt  me  in  the  middle  of 
my  fermon  ;  ib  good  night. 

L     E     T     T     E     R      LXXX. 

London,  November  the  26th,  1753. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

FINE  doings  at  Manheim !  If  one  may  give  credit 
to  the  weekly  hiftories  of  Monfieur   Roderigue, 
the  fined  writer  among  the  moderns,  not  only  des  -cbaf- 
fes  brillantes  el  nombreufes,  des  operas  ou  les  afteufs  je  fur- 
paffent,  les  jours  des   Saints   de  L  L.  A  A.  E  ''B.jjfrf- 
niffimes,  ce!ebres  en  grand  gala  ;  -but,  to  crown  the  whole, 
Monfieur  Zuehmamel  is  happily  arrived,  and  Monfieur 
Wartenfleben   hourly  expelled.      I  hope  that  you  are 
pars  magna  of  ail  thefe  delights;-   though,  as  Noll  T' 
lays,  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  that  rafcally  Gazeteer  takc^ 
more  notice  of  you,  than  if  yow  were   not 'in  tbz  land'bf 
living.     I  fhould    think,  that  he  miglic  at    leafi  have 
taken  notice,  that  in  thole "rejc  ;u  appeared  with 

a  rejoicing,  and  not  a  gk  'intenancc  ;  and  you 

tiiftinguifned  yourfelf,  in  that  numerous  and  mining 
company,  by  your  air,  drefs^  addreis,  and  attenti- 
If  this  was  the  cafe,  as  I  will  both  hope  and  fupp-jfe 
that  it  was,  I  will,  if  you  require  ir,  have  him  written 
to,  to  do  you  juftice  in  his  u^Y^fupplement.  Senoufly, 
I  am  very  glad,  that  you  are  whirled  in  that  tourbill-jn 
of  pleafures  ;  they  fmooth,  polifh,  and  rub  off  rough 
corners  :  perhaps  too,  you  have  forae  particular  cvtiifixnt, 
which  is  dill  more  effectual. 

VOL.  II.  Z  Schannai's 
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you,  enclofed   in    this,    were   it   not   too    bulky, 
Very  probably  you  may  fee  it  at  Manheim,  from  the 
French  Minifter :  it  is  very  well  worth  your  reading, 
being  mofl  artfully  and  plaufibly  written,  though  found- 
ed upon  falfe  principles  ;  the  jus  divimtm  of  the  Cler- 
gy ;  and,  confequently,  their   fupremacy  in  all  matters 
of  faith  and   doctrine  are  aflerted  ;  both  which  I  ab- 
folutely   deny.      Were  thofe  two   points  allowed    the 
Clergy  of  any  country  whatfoever,  they  muft  neceffa- 
riiy  govern  that  country  abfolutely ;  every  thing   be- 
ing, directly  or  indirectly,  relative  to  faith  or  doctrine ; 
and  whoever  is  fuppofed  to  have  the  power  of  laving  and 
damning  fouls,  to  all  eternity,  (which  power  the  Clergy 
pretend  to)  will  be  much   more  confidered,  and  bet- 
ter obeyed,  than  any  civil  power,  that  forms  no  pre- 
tenfions  beyond  this  world.     Whereas,  in  truth,  the 
Clergy    in  every  country  are,  like  all  other  fubjects, 
dependant  upon  the  fupreme  legillative    power ;    and 
are  appointed  by  that  power,  under  whatever   reftric- 
tions  and  limitations  it  pleafcs,    to   keep   up   decency 
and  decorum   in  the  church,  jufl  as   conftables  are  to 
keep  peace  in  the  parifh.     This  Fra.  Paolo  has  clearly 
proved,  even  upon  their  own  principles  of  the  old  and 
new    Teftament,  in   his    book   ds  Beneficiis,  which    I 
recommend  to  you  to  read  with  attention  ;  it  is  fhort. 
Adieu ! 

LETTER      LXXXL 

London,  December  the  25th,   1753. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

'VT'ESTERDAY  again  I  received  two  letters  at  once 
A     from  you,  the  one  of  the  7th,  the  other  of  the 
J5th,  from  Manheim. 

You  never  had  in  your  life  fo  good  a  reafon  for  not 

writing,  either  to  me  or  to  any  body  elfe,  as  jour  fore 
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!  like,  and  go  upon  fure  ground.  There  is  commonly 
very  good,  both  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  Liege ;  where 
I  formerly  got  fome  excellent,  which  I  carried  with  me 
to  Spaa,  where  I  drink  no  other  wine. 

As  my  letters  to  you   frequently  mifcarry,  I   will 
repeat  in  this,  that  part  of  my  laft,  which  related  to 
your  future  motions.     Whenever  you  (hall  be  tired  of 
Berlin,  go  to  Drefden  ;  where  Sir  Charles  Williams 
will   be,  who  will  receive  you   with  open  arms.     Pie 
dined  with  me  to-day  ;  and   fets  out  for  Drefden  in  • 
about  fix  weeks.     He  fpoke  of  you  with  great  kindnefs, 
and  impatience  to  fee  you  again.     He  will    truft  and 
employ  you  in   bufmefs  (and  he   is  now  in  the  whole 
fecret  of  importance)  till  we  fix  our  place  to  meet  in  ; 
which,  probably,  will  be   Spaa.     Wherever   you  are, 
inform  yourfelf  minutely  of,   and  attend   particularly 
to  the  affairs  of  France ;  they  grow  ferious,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  will  grow  more  and  more  fo   every  day. 
The  King  is  defpiied,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it ;  but 
he  has  brought  it  about,  to  be  hated  at  the  fame  time, 
which  feldom  happens   to  the  fame  man.    His  Minif- 
ters  are  known  to  be  as  difunited  as  incapable  :  he  hefi- 
tates   between' the  Church  and   the  Parliaments,  like 
the  Afa  in  the  fable,  that  flarved  between  two  hampers 
of  hay;  too  much  in  love  with  his'miflrefs  to  part  with 
her,  and  too  much  afraid,  for  his  foul,  to  enjoy  her  : 
jealous  of  the  Parliaments,    who  would  fupport  his  au- 
thority ;   and  a   devoted   bigot    to  the   Church,    that 
would    deftroy     it.       The    people    are    poor,    confe- 
quently   difcontented  :   thofe    who    have    religion,    are 
divided  in  their  notions  of  it ;    which  is  faying,  that 
they  hate  one  another.     The  Clergy  never  do  forgive ; 
much  lefs  will  they  forgive   the  Parliament :  the  Par- 
liament  never  will  forgive   them.     The  Army  rmifL 
without  doubt,  take,  in  their  own  minds  at  leali,  dif- 
ferent parts  in  all  thefe  difputes,  which,  upon  occafion, 

\vo  . 
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is  my  mod  earned  one,  that  you  would  open  tiie 
new  year  with  a  mod  folemn  and  devout  facrifice  to 
the  Graces;  who  never  rejecl  thole  that  fupplicate 
them  with  favour  :  without  them*  let  me  tell  you,  that 
your  friend  Dame  Fortune  will  dand  you  in  little 
Head  :  may  they  all  be  your  friends !  Adieu. 

LETTER      LXXXII. 

London,  January  the  ifth,  1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  letter  of   the 
26th   pad,  from  Munich.     Since  you   are  got  fo 
well  out  of  the  didrefs  and  dangers  of  your  journey 
from  Manheim,  1  am  glad  that  you  were  in  them, 

Condifce  i  diletti 
Memorie  di  penc, 
Ne  fa  cbs  fia  bens 
Chi  mal  nonfoffri. 

They  were  but  little  famples  of  the  much  greater 
didrefs  and  dangers  which  you  mud  expect  to  meet 
with  in  your  great,  and,  I  hope,  long  journey  through 
life.  In  fomc  parts  ©f  it,  flowers  are  fcattered  with 
profufion,  the  road  is  fmooth,  and  the  profpecl:  plea- 
fantj  but  in  others  (and  I  fear  the  greater  number) 
the  road  is  rugged,  befet  with  thorns  and  briars, 
and  cut  by  torrents.  Gather  the  flowers  in  your  way ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  guard  againd  the  briars  that  are 
either  mixed  with  them,  or  that  mod  certainly  fuc- 
ceed  them. 

I  thank  you  for  your  wild  boar,  who,  now  he  is 
dead,  I  allure  himy^  laiffera  lien  manger  malgrs  qn'il  en 
$* ;  though  I  am  not  lo  fure  that  I  fhould  have  had 

that 


ORD  CI 

:;gle  cor, 
the   dull 
peri 
prop 

ur  mode! 
c   not    u 
i   that  ;y  was  of  ab> 

dill,  in 
It    I    gih 

is-w»   Rx£r-f,  that    is,    from    two    to 
;rs  old  ; 

s  of  bad  r< 
^lunich,   I   d  that    pi  •  ill  i 

i   find   t!. 
ii    fuppofition,    I 

..rect    th:  to    your    banker    t! 

While    yni    are    at    i  illy    rcc 

n  and  again)  pray  ca; 
there. 
jcdl    that 

fmallcft: 
fket^ 

:c    parts 

where   ir 

' 

. 

: 

uhy 


T  O     H  I  S    S  O  N.  345 

friend  Signer  Angelo  Cori :  it  would  both  refrefh 
and  improve  your  Italian,  which,  of  the  many  lan- 
guages you  know,  I  take  to  be  that  in  which  you  are 
the  lead  perfect ;  but  of  which  too,  you  already 
know  enough  to  make  yourlelf  mafter  of,  with  very 
little  trouble,  whenever  yon  pleafe. 

Live,  dwell,  and  grow,  at  the  feveral  Courts  there ; 
ufe  ihem  fo  much  to  your  face,  that  they  may  not 
look  upon  you  as  a  dranger.  Obferve,  and  take  their 
tone,  even  to  their  affectations  and  follies ;  for  fuch 
there  are,  and  perhaps  fliould  be,  at  all  Courts.  Stay, 
in  all  events,  at  Berlin,  till  I  inform  you  of  Sir  Charles 
Williams's  arrival  at  Drefden  ;  where,  I  fuppofe,  you 
would  not  care  to  be  before  him,  and  where  you  may 
go  as  foon  after  him  as  ever  you  pleafe.  Your  time 
there  will  neither  be  unprofitably  nor  difagreeably 
fpent ;  he  will  introduce  you  into  all  the  beft  company, 
though  he  can  introduce  you  to  none,  fo  good  as  his 
own.  He  has  of  late  applied  himfelf  very  ferioully 
to  foreign  affairs,  efpecially  thofe  of  Saxony  and 
Poland ;  he  knows  them  perfectly  well,  and  will  tell 
you  what  he  knows.  He  always  exprefles,  and  I  have 
good  reafon  to  believe  very  fincerely,  great  kindnefs 
and  affection  for  you. 

The  works  of  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke  are  juft 
published,  and  have  plunged  me  into  philofophica! 
fludies  ;  which  hitherto  I  have  not  been  much  uio.l 
to,  or-  delighted  with  ;  convinced  of  the  futility  of 
thofe  researches  :  but  I  have  read  his  Philofophical 
Effay  upon  the  extent  of  human  knowledge,  which, 
by  the  way,  makes  two  large  quarto's  and  an  half. 
vHe  there  (hows  very  clearly,  and  with  mod  fplendicl 
eloquence,  what  the  human  mind  can,  and  canr.pt  do ; 
that  our  underdaridings  are  will-ly  calculated  for  our 
place  in  this  planet,  and  for  the  link  which  we  form  in 
the  univerfal  chain  of  things;  but  that  they  arc  b 
.means  capable  of  that  degree  of  knowledge,  which 

our 
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fafhion.     I  would  not  care  to  be  in  the  place  of  that 
prodigy  of  beauty,   whom  you   are  to  drive   dam  la 
courfe  de  Fraineaux -,  and   I  am  apt  to  think,  you 
much  more  likely  to    break  her  bones,  than   me   is, 
though   ever  fo  cruel,  to  break   your  heart.     Nay,  I 
am  not  fure  but   that,  according  to  all   the   rules  of 
gallantry,    you  are  obliged  to  overturn    her   on   pur- 
pofe  :  in   the  firft  place,   for   the  chance  of  feeing  her 
backfide  ;  in   the  next,  for  the  fake  of  the  contrition 
and  concern  which  it  would  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
fliowing ;   and,  laftly,  upon  account  of  all  the  gentil- 
leffes  et  epigrammes,  which  it   would  naturally  fugged. 
Voiture  has    made  feveral  flanzas,    upon  an   accident 
of  that  kind,  which  happened  to  a  lady  of  his  acquain- 
tance.    There  is  a  great  deal  of  wit  in  them,  rather 
too  much ;  for,  according  to  the  tafte  of  thofe  times, 
they  are  full  of  what  the  Italians  call  concetti  fpiritoffi- 
fimi ;    the    Spaniards,    agudeze ;   and    we,    affectation 
and  quaintnefs.     I  hope  you  have  endeavoured   to  fuit 
your  Traineau  to  the  character  of  the  fair  one  whom 
it  is  to  contain.     If  flie  is  of  an  irafcible,  impetuous 
difpofition    (as   fine  women    can    fometimes   be)   you 
will,  doubtlefs,  place  her  in  the  body  of  a  lion,  a  ty» 
ger,  a  dragon,  or  fome  tremendous  bead  of  prey  and 
fury  ;  if  me  is  a  fubiime  and  {lately  beauty,  which  I 
think    more  probable  (for  unquestionably  flie  is   brgb 
gebofrrne)  you    will,  I    fuppofe,  provide   a  magnificent: 
fvvan  or  proud  peacock  for  her  reception ;  but  if  flie  is 
all  tendernefs  and  foftnels,  you  have,  to  be  fure,  taken 
care,    amorous    doves  and    wanton    fparrows    fhould 
feetn  to    flatter   round   her.     Proper  mottos,  I    take 
it  for   granted,    that   you  have   eventually   prepared  ; 
but  if  not,  you  may  find  a  great   many  ready-made 
ones,  in  Les  entretiens  d'  Anfte  et  d'  Eugene,  fur  les  de- 
vifes,    written    by  Pere  Bouhours,    and    worth    your 
reading  at  any  time.     I  will  not  fay  to  you,  upon  this 
occafion,  like  the  Father  in  Ovid, 
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one  that  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Harte,  upon  the  New 
Year,  was  fo  pretty  a  one,  and  he  was  io  much  a 
juftJy  [pleafed  with  it,  that  he  lent  it  me  from  Wind- 
ibr,  the  inftant  he  had  read  it.  This  talent  (and  a 
moft  necefTary  one  it  is  in  the  courfe  of  life)  is  to  be 
acquired  by  refolving,  and  taking  paics  to  acquire 
it;  and,  indeed,  fp  is  every  talent  except  poetry, 
which  is,  undoubtedly,  a  gift.  Think,  therefore, 
night  and  day,  of  the  turn,  the  purity,  the  correct - 
neis,  the  prefpicuity,  and  the  elegancy,  of  whatever 
you  fpeak  or  write  :  take  my  word  for  it,  your  labour 
will  not  be  in  vain,  but  greatly  rewarded  by  the  har- 
veft  of  praife  and  fuccefs  which  it  will  bring  you.  De- 
licacy of  turn,  and  elegancy  of  flyle,  are  ornaments 
as  neceflary  to  common  fenfe,  as  attentions,  addrefs, 
and  fafhionable  manners,  are  to  common  civility ; 
both  may  fubfift  without  them,  but  then,  without 
being  of  the  lead  ufe  to  the  owner.  The  figure  of 
a  man  is  exactly  the  fame,  in  dirty  rags,  or  in  the 
fineft  and  beft-chofen  clothes ;  but  in  which  of  the  two 
he  is  the  moft  likely  to  pleafe,  and  to  be  received  in 
good  company,  I  leave  to  you  to  determine. 

Both  my  arm  arid  my  paper  hint  to  me,  to   bid  you 
good  night. 


LETTER      LXXXIV. 


London,  February  the  I2th,  1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 


I  Take  my  aim,  and  let  off  this   letter   at  you,   at 
Berlin  •,  I  mould  be   lorry  it  miffed  you,  becaufe 
I  believe  you  will  read   it  with   as   much  pfeafure  as  I 
write  it.     It  is  to  inform  you,  that,  after  foine  diffi- 
culties and  dangers,  your  feat  in  the  new  Parliament 
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mon  fenfe)  what  is  called  a  good  fpeaker,  is  as  much 
a  mechanic,  as  a  good  fhoemaker ;  and  that  the  two 
trades  are  equally  to  be  learned  by  the  fame  degree 
of  application.  Therefore,  for  God's  fake,  let  this 
trade  be  the  principal  object  of  your  thoughts  •,  never 
lofe  fight  of  it.  Attend  minutely  to  your  ftyle, 
whatever  language  you  fpeak  or  write  in  ;  feek  for  the 
beft  words,  and  think  of  the  bed  turns.  Whenever 
you  doubt  of  the  propriety  or  elegancy  of  any  word, 
fearch  the  dictionary,  or  fome  good  author  for  it, 
or  inquire  of  fomebody,  who  is  mailer  of  that  lan- 
guage ;  and  in  a  little  time,  propriety  and  elegancy 
of  diction  will  become  fo  habitual  to  you,  that  they 
will  eoft  you  no  more  trouble.  As  I  have  laid  this 
down  to  be  mechanical^  and  attainable  by  whoever 
will  take  the  neceflary  pains,  there  will  be  no  great 
vanity  in  my  faying,  that  I }  faw  the  importance  of  the 
object  fo  early,  and  attended  to  it  fo  young,  that  it 
would  now  cofl  me  more  trouble  to  fpeak  or  write 
ungrammatically,  vulgarly,  and  inelegantly,  than  ever 
it  did  to  avoid  doing  fo.  "  The  late  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
without  the  leaft  trouble,  talked  all  day  long,  full  as 
elegantly  as  he  wrote ;  Why?  Not  by  a  peculiar 
gift  from  heaven  ;  but,  as  he  has  often  told  me  .him- 
felf,  by  an  early  and  conftant  attention  to  his  ftyk. 
The  prefent  Solicitor-general,  Murray,  has  lefs  law 
than  many  lawyers,  but  has  more  practice  than  any; 
merely  upon  account  of  his  eloquence,  of  which  he 
has  a  never-failing  ftream.  I  remember,  fo  long  ago 
as  when  I  was  at  Cambridge,  whenever  1  read  pieces 
of  eloquence  (and  indeed  they  were  my  chief  fludy) 
whether  ancient  or  modern,  I  ufed  to  write  down  the 
ftiining  pafiages,  and  then  tranflate  them,  as  well  and 
as  elegantly  as  ever  I  could;  if  Latin  or  French,  into 
Englifh  ;  if  Eogiilh,  into  French.  This,  which  I 
practifed  for  fome  years,  not  only  improved  and  form- 
ed 


iory 

belt    nt; 


gar.. 

thoughts,  in  dm 

things  appti. 

I..  (h< 

i  i  purfue  it  \ 
grci; 
the  i 

a  domeftic  d  will  no  longer  b 

^tcr. 

my  late  illne: 

,1'irpofes. 

I  long  to  h  i:,t  of  your  i 

lin,  ,i  moil  ii. 


TO    HIS    SO 

LETTER     LXXXV. 

London,  February  the  i5th,  1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1C  AN  now  with  great  truth  apply' your  own  mot- 
to to  you,  Nullum  mimcn  abejl^  ft  fit  prudentia. 
You  are  (lire  of  being,  as  early  as  your  age  will  per- 
mit, a  Member  of  that  Houfe;  which  is  the  only 
road  to  tlie  figure  and  fortune  in  this  country.  Thofe 
indeed  who  are  bred  up  to,  and  diftinguifh  themfelves 
in  particular  profeflions,  as  the  army,  the  navy,  and 
the  law,  may  by  their  own  merit  raife  themfelves 
to  a  certain  degree ;  but  you  may  bbferve  too,  that 
they  never  get  to  the  top,  without  the  ailiftance  of 
Parliamentary  talents  and  influence.  The  means 
of  diftinguifhing  yourfelf  in  Parliament  are,  as  I 
told  you  in  my  laft,  much  more  eafily  attained  than 
I  believe  you  imagine.  Cloie  attendance  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Houfe  will  ibon  give  you  the  Parliamen- 
tary routine ;  and  flric~l  attention  to  your  ilyle  will  fooii 
make  you,  not  only  a  fpeaker,  but  a  good  one.  The 
vulgar  look  upon  a  man,  who  is  reckoned  a  fine 
fpeaker,  as  a  phenomenon,  a  fupernatural  being,  and 
endowed  with  Tome  peculiar  gift  of  Heaven:  they 
flare  at  him,  if  he  walks  in  the  Park,  and  cry,  that  is 
be.  You  will,  I  am  fure,  view  him  in  a  jufter  light, 
and  nulla  formidine.  You  will  confider  him  only  as  a 
man  of  good  fenfe,  who  adorns  common  thoughts 
with  the  graces  of  elocution  and  the  elegancy  of  ftyle. 
The  miracle  will  then  ceafe;  and  you  will  be  convinc- 
ed, that  with  tfre  fame  application  and  attention,  to 
the  fame  objects,  you  may  mod  certaily  equal,  and 

perhaps  furpafs,  this  prodigy.     Sir  W m  Y g, 

with  not  a  quarter  of  your  parts,  and  not  a  thoufandth 
VOL.  II.  A  a  part 
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lous  poetafter,  and  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborotigh  a 
miler.  Till  you  come  to  know  mankind  by  your  own 
experience,  1  know  no  thing,  nor  no  man,  that  can,  in 
the  mean  time,  bring  you  fo  well  acquainted  with- 
them  as  le  Due  de  la  Rochefoucault ;  his  little  book  of 
Maxims,  which  I  would  adviCe  you  to  look  into  for 
ibme  moments  at  leaft,  every  day  of  your  life,  is,  I 
fear;  too  like,  and  too  exact  a  picture  of  human  na- 
ture. 1  own,  it  ieems  to  degrade  it  5  but  yet  my  ex- 
perience does  not  convince  me,  that  it  degrades  it 
unjuftly. 

Now,  to  bring  all  this  home  to  rriy  firft  point.  All 
thefe  confiderations  Ihould  not  only  invite  you  to  attempt 
to  make  a  figure  in  Parliament,  but  encourage  you  to 
hope  that  you  fhali  fucceed.  To  govern  mankind,  one 
mud  not  over-rate  them;  and  to  pleafe  an  audience,  as 
a  fpeaker,  one  mud  not  over- value  it.  When  I  fir  ft 
came  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  refpected  that  at- 
fembly  as  a  venerable  one  ;  and  felt  a  certain  awe  upon 
me:  but,  upon  better  acquaintance,  that  awe  foon  va- 
nifhed  ;  and  I  difcovered,  that,  of  the  five  hundred 
and  fixty,  not  above  thirty  could  underftand  reafon,  and 
that  all  the  reft  were  penple  j  that  thofe  thirty  only  re- 
quired plain  common  fenfe,  dreiled  up  in  good  lan- 
guage ;  and  that  all  the  others  only  required  flowing 
and  harmonious  periods,  whether  they  conveyed  any 
meaning  or  not ;  having  ears  to  hear,  but  not  fen  fa 
enough  to  judge.  Thefe  confiderations  made  me  fpeak 
with  little  concern  the  firft  time,  with  lefs  the  fecond, 
and  with  none  at  all  the  third.  I  gave  myfelf  no  farther 
trouble  about  any  thing,  except  my  elocution  and  my 
ftyle  ;  preiuming,  without  much  vanity,  that  I  had  com- 
mon ferife  fufficient  not  to  talk  nonfenfe.  Fix  thefe  three: 
truths  ftrongly  in  your  mind  :  Firft,  that  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary  for  you  to  fpeak  in  Parliament ;  fecondly, 
that  it  only  requires  a  little  human  attention,  and  not 

A  a   2  fupernatural 
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LETTER    LXXXVI. 

London,  February  2.6 tb,  1754, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IHave  received  your  letters  of  the  4th  from  Munich, 
and  of  the  nth  from  Ratiibon ;  but  I  have  not 
received  that  of  the  31  ft  January,  to  which  you  refer 
in  the  former.  It  is  to  this  negligence  and  uncertainty 
of  the  pod,  that  you  owe  your  accidents  between  Mu- 
nich and  Ratifbon  ;  for,  had  you  received  my  letters 
regularly,  you  would  have  received  one  from  me,  be- 
fore you  left  Munich,  in  which  I  advifed  you  to  flay, 
fince  you  were  fo  well  there.  But  at  all  events,  you 
were  in  the  wrong  to  fet  out  from  Munich  in  fuch 
weather  and  fuch  roads  ;  fince  you  could  never  ima- 
gine that  I  had  fet  my  heart  fo  much  upon  your 
going  to  Berlin,  as  to  venture  your  being  buried  in  the 
fnow  for  it.  Upon  the  whole,  confidering  all,  you. 
are  very  well  off.  You  do  very  well,  rn  my  mind, 
to  return  to  Munich,  or,  at  lead,  to  keep  within  the 
circle  of  Munich,  Ratiibon,  and  Manheim,  till  the 
weather  and  the  roads  are  good  :  flay  at  each  or  any  of 
thofe  places  as  long  as  ever  you  pleafe ;  for  I  am  ex- 
tremely indifferent  about  your  going  to  Berlin. 

As  to  our  meeting,  I  will  tell  you  my  plan,  and  you 
may  form  your  own  accordingly.  I  propofe  letting 
out  from  hence  the  lafl  week  in  April,  then  drinking 
the  Aix-la-Chapelle  waters  for  a  week,  and  from  thence 
being  at  Spa  about  the  i5th  of  May,  where  I  (hall  day 
two  months  at  mod,  and  then  return  drait  to  Eng- 
land. As  I  both  hope  and  believe  that  there  will  be 
no  mortal  at  Spa  during  my  'refidence  there,  the  faftii- 
onable  feafon  not  beginning  till  the  middle  of  July, 
J  would  by  no  means  have  you  come  there  at  fird, 

to 
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-t.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  had  ten  times  the  bii- 
finefs  to  do,  was  never  feen  in  a  hurry,  becaufe  he  al- 
ways did  it  with  method.  The  head  of  a  man  who 
has  bufinefs,  and  no  method  nor  order,  .  is  propjrly 
that  rudis  indtgejlaque  moles  qiuiin  dixere  chaos.  As  you 
muft  be  confcious  that  you  arc  extremely  negligent 
and  flatternly,  I  hope  you  will  refolve  not  to  be  fo  for 
the  future.  Prevail  with  yourQf,  only  to  obferve  good 
method  and  order  for  one  fortnight ;  and  1  will  ven- 
ture to  aflure  you,  that  you  will  never  neglect  them 
afterwards  ;  you  will  find  fiich  conveniency  and  ad- 
vantage arifing  from  them.  Method  is  the  great  ad- 
vantage that  lawyers  have  over  other  people,  in  fpeak- 
ing  in  Parliament;  for  as  they  muft  neceffaiiiy  obferve 
it  in  their  pleadings  in  the  Courts  of  Juflice,  it 
becomes  habitual  to  them  every  where  elie.  With- 
out making  you  a  compliment,  I  .can  tell  you  with 
pleafure,  that  order,  method,  and  more  activity  of 
mind,  are  all  that  you  want  to  make,  fome  day  or 
other,  a  confiderable  figure  in  bufmefs.  You  have 
more  ufeful  knowledge,  more  difcernment  of  charac- 
ters, and  much  more  difcretion,  than  is  common  at 
your  age ;  much  more,  J  am  fure,  than  I  had  at  that 
age.  Experience  you  cannot  yet  have,  and  therefore 
truft  in  the  mean  time  to  mine.  I  am  an  old  travel- 
ler ;  am  well  acquainted  with  all  the  bye  as  well  as 
the  great  roads  :  1  cannot  mifguide  you  from  ignorance, 
and  you  are  very  fure  I  (hall  not  from  defign. 

I  can  aflure  you,  that  you  will  have  no  opportunity 
of  fubfcrijbjng  yourfelf,  my  Excellency's,  &jV.  Re- 
tirement and  quiet  were  my  choice  fome  years  ago, 
while  I  had  all  my  fenfes,  and  health  and  fpirits  enough 
to  carry  on  bufmefs  ;  bur  now,  that  I  have  loft  my 
hearing,  and  that  I  find  my  conftitution  declining 
daily,  they  are  become  my  ncceflary  and  only  refuge. 
\  know  myfelf,  (no  common  piece  of  knowledge,  let 


>RD  CHESTKRFIEL1 

. 
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ing  to  mine  on  in  their  meridian,  often   fet  with  con- 
tempt and  ridicule.     I  retired  in    time,  nil  conviva  fa- 
lur;  or,  as   Pops   lays,  ftill  better,  Ear  tittering  youth 
Jhall  ftjow  you  from  the  ftavc.     My  only    remaining  am- 
bition is  to  be  the  Counfellor  and  Minifter  of  your  rifing 
ambition  5  let   me  fee   my  own  youth  revived  in  you. 
Let  me  be  your  Mentor,  and,  with  your   parts   and 
knowledge,  I   promife   you,  you   mall  go   far.      You 
nrjft  bring,  on  your  part,  activity  and  attention,  and 
I  will  point  out  to  you  the  proper  objects  for  them. 
I  own,  I  fear  but  one  thing   (or  you,  and   that  is  what 
one  has  generally    the  leaft  reafon  to  fear,  from  one  of 
your  age,  I   mean   your  lazinefs ;    which,   if  you   in- 
dulge, will  make  you    ftagnate  in  a  contemptible  ob- 
fcurity  all  your  life.      It  will   hinder  you  from  doing 
any  thing    that  will  deferve   to   be    written,   or  from 
writing  any  thing  that  may  deferve  to  be  read  ;  and 
yet  one  or  other  of  thofe  two  objects  fhould  be  at  leaft 
aimed  at  by  every   rational  being.     I   look  upon  in- 
dolence as  a  fort  of  fuicidt  \  for  the  Man  is  effectually 
deftroyed,  though  the  appetites  of  the  Brute  may  fur- 
vive.     Buiinefs  by  no  means  forbids  pleafures  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  reciprocally  feafon  each   other  j    and   I 
will  venture   to  affirm,  that  no  man  enjoys  either  in 
perfection,  that  dees  not  join  both.     They  whet  the 
defire  for  each  other.     Ufe  yourfelf  therefore,  in  time, 
to  be  alert  and  diligent  in  your  little  concerns :  never 
procraftinate,  never  put  off  till  to-morrow,  what  you. 
can  do  to-day  j  and  never  do  two  things  at  a  time : 
purfue  your  object,  be  it   what  it  will,    fteadily   and 
indefatigably  ;    and  Jet  any  difficulties  (if  furmounta- 
ble)   rather   animate    than   flacken    your   endeavours. 
Perfeverance  has  furprizing  effects. 

I  wifh  you  would  life  yourfelf  to  tranilate,  every 
day,  only  three  or  four  lines,  from  any  book,  in  any 
language,  into  the  corrected  and  mod  elegant  Eng- 

lifh 
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bitual  ci  would  not  take  you   up  a  qi; 

of  an  hour 

will  hardly  leave  you  that  quarter 
So  good  nig 

1.     E     T     T     K     R       i  II. 

i  the  8th,   i~ 

A  GREAT    and   unexpected    event 
i  .il    world—."- 

ham  died  lad  Monday,  of  a  fever  and  n 
occafior.ed  by  a  general  corruption  c», 
of  blood,  which  had  broke  out  into  fores  in  I 
I   regret   him  as  an   old   acquaimam 
relation,  and  a  private  man,  with  whom 
many  years  in  a  focial  and  friendly  way.     He  mcaned 
well  to  the  public;  and   was  incorrupt  1:1  a  p  >lt  where 

iption    is  commonly  contagious.     If 
fhining,    enterprizmg    Minift;  I  one^ 

which  I  ry  fhining  M 

Sun,  are  apt  to  .r|u- 

confliwtion,  I   p; 
.1    Icfs   glaring    Minifler.     His  fi: 
leaO  i  ou  will  ealiK 

many  are  very  willing,  and  v  fill  that 

pofl  is  perfons  are  talked' of,  bye 

pie,  .ccording  as  their   i; 

to  willi,  .    .  irance   to  conjcdurc.     Mr.    i 

is  the  rrnft  talked   of,  h 
Duke    c)f    Cumberland.      Mr.    Lcgge,    the    Solicitor 

ral,    and    Dr.    Lee,    are    hkewilc   all    fpokc;. 
npon  the  foot  of  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's,   and  the 

Chan- 
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Chancellor's  interdl.  Should  it  be  any  one  of  the 
.three  lad,  I  think  no  great  alterations  will  enfuc;  ;  bur 
Should  Mr.  Fox  prevail,  it  would,  in  my  opinion, 
foon  produce  changes,  by  no  means  favourable  to  the: 
Duke  of  Newcaflle.  In  the  mean  time,  the  wild  con- 
jectures of  volunteer  politicians,  and  the  ridiculous 
importance  which,  upon  thefe  pccafjons,  block-'ieads 
always  endeavour  to  give  themfelve.s,  by  grave  looks, 
fignificant  fhrugs,  and  infignifkant  whifpers,  are 
very  entertaining  to  a  by  (lander,  as,  thank  God,  I  now 
am.  One  knows  fomething,  but  is  not  yet  at  liberty 
to  tell  it :  another  has  beared  fomething  from  a  very 
good  hand  ;  a  third  congratulates  himfelfupon  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  intimacy,  which  he  has  long  had  with 
every  one  of  the  candidates,  though  perhaps  he  has 
never  fpoken  twice  to  any  one  of  them.  In  more,  in 
thefe  fort  of  intervals,  vanity,  intereft,  and  .abfurdity 
always  difplay  themfelves  in  the  moft  ridiculous  light. 
One  who  has  been  fo  long  behind  the  fcenes,  as  I  have, 
is  much  more  diverted  with  the  entertainment,  than 
thofe  can  be  who  only  fee  it  from  the  pit  and  boxes. 
I  know  the  whole  machinery  of  the  interior,  and  can 
laugh  the  better  at  the  filly  wonder  and  wild  conjec- 
tures of  the  uninformed  fpectators.  This  accident,  I 
think,  cannot  in  the  lead  affect  your  election,  which  is 
finally  fettled  with  your  friend  Mr.  Eliot.  For,  let 
who  will  prevail,  I  prefume,  he  will  confider  me 
enough,  not  to  overturn  an  arrangement  of  that  fort, 
in  which  he  cannot  poilibly  be  perfonally  interefted. 
So  pray  go  on  with  your  parliamentary  preparations. 
Have  that  object  always  in  your  view,  and  purfue  it 
with  attention. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  your  late  refidence  in 
permany  has  made  you  as  perfect  and  correct  in  Ger- 
man, as  you  were  before  in  French,  at  lead,  it  is 
worth  your  while  to  be  fo ;  becaufe  it  is  worth  every 

man's 
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man's  while  to   he   p.  i ftclly   mafter  vcr  lan- 

guage hv  ver  have  oc\ 

language  wh 
roughly   •  ights  are  degraded,  when  in- 

.  or  imperfectly  c 

confi.  -ly  can   never  appear  to 

vantage.      Examine   and   analyfc   thole    thoughts   that 
ftnke  you  the  mod,  cither  in  con  in  books; 

and  you  \\ill  in  their 

It   to  the  turn  and  exprelTior.  i.     Yh< ; 

nothing  truer  .ing,  Nthil di, 

$rins  di  ft  urn.     It  is  only    the  man  .\ingorv 

ing  it,  that  makes  it  appear  new. 
that   Manner  is  almoft    every  thing,   in   every  thing, 
and  (ludy  it  accordingly. 

I  am   this  moment  informed,  and   I   b 
that  Mr.  *  Fox  is  to  fucceed  Mr.  Pelham,  as  firft  C 
mifll oner  of  the  Trea fury  and  Chancellor  <>!'  tlu 
chequer;  and  your  friend  Mr.  Yorke,  of  the   II 
to  lucceed  Mr.  Fox,  as  Secretary  at  \Var.     [am 
forry  for  this  promotion  of  Mr.  1 
been  upon  civil   terms  with  him,  and  found  him  ready 
to  do  me  any  little  fervices.     He  is  frank  and  gentle- 
man-like in  his  manner;  ar/  ,e,  I 

ir   friend   upon   ins    account  ; 
if  you  can  ai  ike  him  youis,  upon  \ 

weiix.  I  have  nothing  more  t 


Fox,  created  ix>rd  Baron  f  -63. 

I ,  K  T  T  E  R 
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LETTER    LXXXVIII. 

London,  March  the  !5th,  1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

WE  are  here  in  the  midfl  of  a  fecond  winter  ; 
the  cold  is  more  fevere,  and  the  (now  deeper, 
than  they  were  in  the  firft.  I  prefume  your  weather 
in  Germany  is  not  much  more  gentle ;  and  therefore, 
I  hope  that  you  are  quietly  and  warmly  fixed  at  fome 
good  town  ;  and  will  not  rifk  a  fecond  burial  in  the 
fnow,  after  your  late  fortunate  refurrection  out  of  it. 
Your  letters,  I  fuppofe,  have  not  been  able  to  make 
their  way  through  the  ice  -,  for  I  have  received  none 
from  you  fince  that  of  the  iath  of  February,  from 
Ratifbon.  I  am  the  more  uneafy  at  this  flate  of  ig- 
norance, becaufe  I  fear  that  you  may  have  found  fome 
fubfequent  inconveniencies  from  your  overturn*  which 
you  might  not  be  aware  of  at  firft. 

The  curtain  of  the  political  theatre  was  partly  drawn 
up  the  day  before  yeflerday,  and  exhibited  a  fcene 
which  the  public  in  general  did  not  ex  peel: :  the  Duke 
of  NewcaftJe  was  declared  firft  Lord  Commiflioner  of 
the  Treafury,  Mr.  Fox  Secretary  of  State  in  his  room, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Legge  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  employments  of  Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  and  Se- 
cretary at  War,  fuppofed  to  be  vacant  by  the  promo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Legge,  were  to  be  kept  in 
-petto  till  the  diflblution  of  this  Parliament,  which  will 
probably  be  next  week,  to  avoid  the  expence  and  trou* 
ble  of  unneceflary  re-elections ;  but  it  was  generally 
fuppofed  that  Colonel  Yorke,  of  the  Hague,  was  to 
fucceed  Mr.  Fox,  and  George  Grenville,  Mr.  Legge. 
This  fcheme,  had  it  taken  place,  you  are,  I  believe, 
aware,  was  more  a  temporary  expedient,  for  fecurmg 

the 


)  CHEs 

ihe   elec:  the  new  1'ailiai; 

at   its  iirll  n 

of  the  Duke 

plan  uf  Adminili.  o  be 

permanent.    This  fchenu- 

je&  was  to  br  firil  Commiii: 
Chancellor  of  tin 

a  fhare  in   the  eledion  of  the  IK 
much  greater   in  the  ma: 

the  Duke  of 

to   k  s   into  tl: 

rather  than  trull  him  with  <  the 

management   of  the  new  1'ailiair.ent.     In    trr 
dering  their   respective  filiations, 

y  -,  but  uhether  Mr.  l;ux  has  dune    Co,  or  no: 
refufmg  the  feais,  is  a  point  which  I  cam. 
If  he  is,  as  I  pretume  lie  is,  anima;cd  with   revenge, 
and,  I  believe,   would  not  be  over   fcrupulous  in   the 

;:,  I  (hould  liavc  thought 

have  done  it   better,  as  Secretary  ui   Sta:  con- 

ftant  admiilion   into  the  Clok-t,  than  ;i.s   a   pnvatc 
at  tl.  .n.     But  1  lee  all  the 

>  be  able 

theni.     The  true  fprings  and  motives  of  j 
lures  are  tconfined  v. 

known  to  very  few  j  the  good  reafons  alledge,; 
dom  the  true  ones.     The  Public  commonly  judge, 
rather  gi,  II  am  now  one 

lie,   I    tl.  recommend  : 

i   becon 

the  wheels  or  them  yourfelf,  and  confequei. 
ed   with   the  general   motion,  at    leaf: 

minute  and  fee  ret  iprings,  •   . 

tribute 
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tribute  more  or  lefs  to  the  whole  machine,  no  man 
living  ever  knows  them  all,  not  even  he  who  has  the 
principal  direction  of  it.  As  in  the  human  body  there 
are  innumerable  little  vefTcls  and  glands,  trrat  have  a 
good  deal  to  do,  and  yet  efcape  the  knowledge  of  the 
mod  fkilful  anatomift  i  he  will  know  more  indeed, 
than  thofe  who  only  fee  the  exterior  of  our  bodies  ; 
but  he  will  never  know  all.  This  buftle,  and  thefe 
changes  at  Court,  far  from  having  difturbed  the  quiet 
and  fecurity  of  your  election,  have,  if  poflible,  rather 
confirmed  them  ;  for  the  Duke  of  New-caftle  (I  mull 
do  him  juftice)  has,  in  the  kindeft  manner  imaginable 
to  you,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eliot,  to  recommend  to 
him  the  utmofl  care  of  your  election. 

Though  the  plan  of  adminiftration  is  thus  unfettled, 
mine,  for  my   travels   this  furnmer,  is  finally  fettled  i 
and  I  now  communicate  it  to  you,  that  you  may  form 
your  own  upon  it.     I  propofe  being  at  Spa  on  the  loth 
or   1 2th   of  May,  and  flaying  there  till  the    loth   of 
July.     As  there  will  be  no  mortal   there   during  my 
ftay,  it  would  be  both   unpleafant  and   unprofitable  to 
you  to  be  fhut  up  tete-a-tete  with  me  the  whole  time  ; 
I  fhould  therefore  think  it  beft  for  you  not  to  come  to 
me  there  till  the  laft  week  in  June.     Jn  the  mean  time, 
I  fuppofe,  that,  by  the  middle  of  April,  you  will  think 
that  you  have  had  enough   of  Manheim,  Munich,  or 
Ratifbon,  and   that  diflricl:.     Where  would  you  chufe 
to  go  then  ?  for   I   leave   you  abfolutely   your  choice. 
Would  you  go  to  Drefden  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  ? 
That  is  a  good  deal  out  of  your  way  ;  and  I  not  am  fure 
that  Sir  Charles  will  be  there  by  that  time.     Or  would 
you  rather  take  Bonn  in  your  way,  and  pafs  the  time 
till  we  meet  at  the  Hague  ?  From  Manheim  you  may 
have  a  great  many  good   letters   of  recommendation 
to  the  court  of  Bonn;  which  Court  and  its  Eleclor,  in 
one  light   or    other,    are  worth  your   feeing.      From 

thence 
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nicy  to  t1  but  a  l 

one  i  -ukl    an  .  e   at    ih 

agreeable,    I'm  i  ling    fame   in    !  the 

Hague  you  would  have  but  tl: 
nies  to  me  at  Spa.     Do  aG  you  lik 
before,  lei  e.  ntc  padrcnt.     Bu 

r,  that  youdefire  to  be  determined   h  i  will 

;ually  tell  you  my  opinion.     I   am   ra 
to   the   latter   plan  •,  I   mean    that   of 
Bonn,  (laying  th, .  :hcn 

palling  the  n  that   is  ." 

June,  at  the  Hague.      Our  o 
with  the  Republic  of  UK 
that  you  cannot  be  too  well   ;'. 
dilution,  and  w.ih  t! 

good  acquaintances  then.  <m   \u\ 

round  by  the  foreign  Minillcis;  ib  ;  .1   be 

there  en  pa'is  connn.     Moi  .1  the 

Stadtholder,    the    Gouvtrnante,    nor    the  Court   t! 
which  a  bon  compte  fhouu!  Upon  t; 

u  cannot,  in  my  opinior,  months  of 

1  June  more  agreeably,  or  more 
at  the  Hague.     But,  r,  if  you   have  any  < 

plan,  that  you  like  better,  purfuc  it  ;  only  let  i 

1   to    do,  and    I  lhall  moft  chearfully 
agree  to  it. 

The  .vill  be  diflblved  in  about  ten 

and  the  writs   fur   the  cledion  of  the  new  one  ii 
out  immediately  afterwards;  lo  that,  by    the   t: 
next  month,  you  may  depend  upon   being  Mtmbrc  fie 
bMnbrc   s  title   that  founds   high  in    foreign 

and     perhaps     higher    than     it 
•pe  you  will  add  a  t  c  to  it  u 

I    mean   that     of     a    good  ,cnt : 
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you  have,  I  am  lure,  all  the  materials  neceflary  for 
it,  if  you  will  put  them  together  and  adorn  them 
I  fpoke  in  parliament  the  firft  month  I  was  in  it, 
and  a  month  before  1  was  of  age ;  and  from  the 
day  I  was  elected,  till  the  day  that  I  fpoke,  I  am 
fure  I  thought  nor  dreamed  of  nothing  but  fpeak- 
ing.  The  firft  time,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  fpoke  very 
indifferently  as  to  the  matter ;  but  it  pafled  tolera- 
bly, in  favour  of  the  fpirit  with  which  I  uttered  it, 
and  the  words  in  which  I  drefied  it.  I  improved 
by  degrees,  till  at  laft  it  did  tolerably  well.  The 
Houfe,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  always  extremely  in- 
dulgent to  the  two  or  three  firft  attempts  of  a  young 
fpeakerj  and,  if  they  find  any  degree  of  common 
fenfe  in  what  he  fays,  they  make  great  allowances 
for  his  inexperience,  and  for  the  concern  which  they 
fuppofe  him  to  be  under.  I  experienced  that  in- 
dulgence ;  for,  had  I  not  been  a  young  Member,  I 
ihould  certainly  have  been,  as  I  own  I  deferved, 
reprimanded  by  the  Houfe,  for  fome  ftrong  and  indif- 
creet  things  that  I  faid.  Adieu  !  it  is  indeed  high 
lime. 

LETTER      LXXXIX. 

London,  March  the  26th,  1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

X^ESTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  of  the  15th, 
JL  from  Manheim,  where  I  find  you  have  been  re- 
ceived in  the  ufual  gracious  manner ;  which  1  hope 
you  return  in  a  graceful  one.  As  this  is  afeafon  of  great 
devotion  and  folemnity,  in  all  Catholic  countries, 
pray  inform  yourfelf  of,  and  conftantly  attend  to,  all 
their  filly  and  pompous  Church  ceremonies  :  one  ought 
to  know  them.  I  am  very  glad  that  you  wrote  the  let- 
ter to  Lord ,  which,  in  every  different  cafe 

Vo*,.  II.  B  b  that 
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that  can  polTibly  be  fuppofed,  ,  both  a 

decent  and  a  prudent  ftep.  You  will  find  it  very  difficult, 
whei;  t,  to  con 

any  good  realbns  for  not   doing  it ;  for  1  will,  for  ar- 
gunn  what  1   cannot  i:.  be- 

.:  he  has  both  faid  and  done  the  word  he  could, 
of  a:  '  then  ?    ! 

ou  in  a  fituation  10  hurt  him  ?     Certainly 
not  -,  but  he  certainly  is  in  a  fituation   to  hurt 

fhow  a  lullen,  pouting,  impotent  refent- 
mcnt  ?  1  hope  not  :  leave  that  filly,  unavailing  fort  of 
refentment  to  women,  and  men  like  them,  who  are  al- 
by  humour,  never  by  reafon  and  pru- 
dence. That  pettifh,  pouting  conduct  is  a  great  deal 
too  young,  and  implies  too  little  knowledge  of  the 
world,  for  one  who  has  ieen  to  much  of  it  as  you  have. 

Let  •  one  invariable  rule  of  your  conduct 

Never  to  (hew  the  lead  fymptom  of  refentment,  which 
you  cannot,  to  a  certain  de;  •   but  always 

to  fmile,  where  you  cannot  flnke.     There  would  be  no 
living  in  Courts,  nor  indeed  in  the  world,  if  one  ( 
not  conceal,  and  even  difiemble,  the  ju(l  caufes  oi 
v.cnt,  which  one  meets   with  every  day,  in  .1 
and  humour 

enough,  pour  faire  /  ,r  a  mauvais  jcu,  fli 

leave  the  world,  and   retire  to  fomc  hermitage,  in   an 
unfrequented  Hy   HU 

n  refentmcnr,  you  authorize  the  ri  thole 

whom  you  cannot  hurt , 
them  tl;  ;  crhaps  i, 

:  jr,  of  breaking  with,  and  injur;; 
:ic    contrary    behaviour    would 

il  v    and    either    mac- 

kle   or  expole   their    malice.  caption: 

fullcnnefs,  ami  pouting,  mgly   illiberal 
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I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  ibon  to 
have  Voltaire  at  Manheim  :  immediately  upon  his  ar- 
rival, pray  make  him  a  thouiand  compliments  from 
me.  I  admire  him  mod  exceedingly  ;  and  whether  as 
an  Epic,  Dramatic,  or  Lyric  Poet,  or  Profe- writer,  I 
think  I  juftly  apply  to  him  the  Nil  molitur  inepte.  1 
long  to  read  his  own  correct  edition  of  Les  Anncdes  de 
L? 'Empire,  of  which  the  Abrige  Ckronolcgique  de  rHif- 
toire  Univerfelle,  which  I  have  read,  is,  1  fuppofe,  a 
ftolen  and  im perfect  part  ;  however,  imperfect  as  it 
is,  it  has  explained  to  me  that  chaos  of  hiflory  of  fe- 
ven  hundred  years,  more  clearly,  than  any  other  book 
had  done  before.  You  judge  very  rightly,  that  I  love 
h  ftyle  kger  et  fleuri.  I  do,  and  fo  does  every  body 
who  has  any  parts  and  tafte.  It  fhould,  I  confefs, 
be  more  or  lefs  fleuri,  according  to  the  fubject ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  1  affert,  that  there  is  no  fubject  that 
may  not  properly,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  adorned 
by  a  certain  elegancy  and  beauty  of  ftyle.  What 
can  be  more  adorned  than  Cicero's  Philofophical 
Works  ?  What  more  than  Plato's  ?  It  is  their  elo- 
quence only,  that  has  preierved  and  tranfmitted  them 
down  to  us,  through  fo  many  centuries  ;  for  the  philofo- 
phy  of  them  is  wretched,  and  the  reafoning  part,  rnifera- 
ble.  But  eloquence  will  always  pleafe,  and  has  always 
plealed.  Study  it  therefore ;  make  it  the  object  of 
your  thoughts  and  attention.  Ufe  yourfelf  to  relate 
elegantly  j  that  is  a  good  ilep  towards  ipeaking  well 
in  Parliament.  Take  fome  political  fubject,  turn  it  in 
your  thoughts,  confider  what  may  be  laid,  both  for  and 
againft  it,  then  put  thofe  arguments  into  writing,  in 
the  moft  correct  and  elegant  Englifh  you  can.  For 
inftance,  a  ftanding  army,  a  place  bill,  &V.  as  to 
the  former,  confider,  on  one  fide,  the  dangers  arifing 
to  a  free  country  from  a  great  (landing  military  force; 
on  the  other  fide,  confider  the  necefTity  of  a  force  to 
repel  force  with.  Examine  whether  a  (landing  army, 

B  b  2  though 
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though  in  itfclf  an  evil,  may  not,  from  c i re um (lances, 
become  •  -y  evil,  and  preventive  of  greater 

gers.      As   to  the  latter,  confkler  how  far  pl.ucs 
biafs  and  warp  the  conduct  of  men,  from   tin 
of  their  country,  into  an  unwarrantable  compiaifance 
to  the  Court  -t  and,  on  the  other  hand,  ooofider  I 
thcr  they  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  that  trffecT:  upon  the 
conduct  of  people  of  probity  and  pi  who  are 

more  folidly  intereftcd  in  the  permanent  good  of  their 
country,  than  they  can  be  in  an  uncertain  and  preca- 
rious employment.  Seek  for,  and  anfwer  in  your  own 
mind,  all  the  arguments  that  can  be  urged  on  cither 
fide,  and  write  them  down  in  an  elegant  ityle.  This 
will  prepare  you  for  debating,  and  give  you  an  habitu- 
al eloquence;  for  I  would  not  give  a  farthing  for  a 
mere  holyday  eloquence,  difplayed  once  or  twice 
in  a  fcfiion,  in  a  let  declamation  i  but  I  want  an  every- 
day, ready,  and  habitual  eloquence,  to  adorn  extempore 
and  debating  fpeeches  ;  to  make  bufmels  not  only  clear 
but  agreeable,  and  to  plcafe  even  thofe  whom  you  can- 
not inform,  and  who  do  not  defire  to  be  informed. 
All  this  you  may  acquire,  and  make  habitual  to  you, 
with  as  little  trouble  as  it  cod  you  to  dance  a  minuet 
as  well  as  you  do.  You  now  dance  it  mechanic, 
and  well,  without  thinking  of  it. 

m  lurprizcd  that  )ou  found  but  one  letter  from 
me  at  Manheim,  for  you  to  have  found  four  or 

or  you,  at  your  ban- 
.11,  which  1  wifli  you  had,  bccaufc  I  a!v 

.ething   into    them,  which,   I 
hope,  may  be  of  ou. 

hen  we  meet  at  Spa,  next  July,  we  mu ft  have  a 
great  many  fcrious  conversations ;  in  which  I  will  pour 
out  all  my  experience  of  the  world,  and  which,  I 
hope,  you  will  truft  to,  moic  than  to  your  own  young 
notions  of  men  and  things.  You  will,  in  time,  di!~ 

cover 
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cover  mod  of  them  to  have  been  erroneous  •,  and,  if 
you  follow  them  long,  you  will  perceive  your  error 
too  late ;  but  if  you  will  be  led  by  a  guide,  who,  you 
are  fure,  does  not  mean  to  miflead  you,  you  will  unite 
two  things,  feldom  united  in  the  fame  perfon ;  the  vi- 
vacity and  fpirit  of  youth,  with  the  caution  and  expe- 
rience of  age. 

Laft  Saturday,  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had  been 
the  King's  Minifter  at  Vienna,  was  declared  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  fouthern  department,  Lord  Holdernefs 
having  taken  the  northern.  Sir  Thomas  accepted  it 
unwillingly,  and,  as  I  hear,  with  a  promife  that  he 
fhall  not  keep  it  long.  Both  his  health  and  fpirits 
are  bad,  two  very  difqualifying  circumftances  for  that 
employment ;  yours,  I  hope,  will  enable  yon,  fome 
time  or  other,  to  go  through  with  it.  In  all  events, 
aim  at  it,  and  if  you  fail  or  fall,  let  it,  at  lead,  be  faid 
of  you,  Magnis  tamen  excidit  aufis.  Adieu. 

LETTER      XC. 

London,  April  the  5th,   1754. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  yefterday,  your  letter  of  the  2Oth  March, 
from   Manheim,  with  the  enclofed  for  Mr.  Eliot  •, 
it  was  a  very  proper  one,    and  I  have  forwarded  it 
to  him  by  Mr.  Harte,  who  fets  out  for  Cornwal  to- 
morrow morning. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  ufe  yourfelf  to  translations  ; 
and  I  do  not  care  of  what,  provided  you  ftudy  the 
correctnefs  and  elegancy  of  your  ftyle.  The  Life  of 
Sextus  Quintus  is  the  bed  book,  of  the  innumerable 
books  written  by  Gregorio  Leti,  whom  the  Italians, 
very  juftly,  call  Leti  caca  libra.  But  I  would  rather 
that  you  chofe  fome  pieces  of  oratory  for  your  tranfia- 
tions ;  whether  ancient  or  modern,  Latin  or  French  ; 

which 


ii    would    <.- 

thoi:  ,d  turn    ^  (fion«      1 

•    make 

'.i,    arc, 

to  be 

the  word   namely,  which  you  int:  Ton   i** 

me  of  a   'very  agreeable  piece   of  news>  namdx, 
that  my  elettiort  is  jecured.     In 

that  rr  -n   is 

;  j  certainly  o 

ou  forma!,  not>v 

ihcr 
right  or  wrong,  they  mud  be  1  could 

many  vi 

fo  authorifcd  b-. 

they  mud  bt  5>.      Namely^  and  /0 

very    good   words    in   tin  )ntribur 

:ch  we  now  fub- 

.:r,  however,  the\    cannot   be 

rmon,    01  .ive    and 

with   language  as  with 

icrs;    they   are  both   dlaMil:  c  of 

muft  be 
•  in 
ular 

will,  wlien   we 

;ul  mam  c>the-r  points,  provided 
you  will  give  me  attention  and  credit  -,  without  both 
which  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  advile  either  you  or 
any  body  elfe. 

I  want  to  know  your  determination,  where  you 
intend  to  (if  I  may  ule  that  rxprellion)  while  away 
your  time,  till  the  laft  week  in  June,  when  we  are 

to 
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to  meet  at  Spa :  I  continue  rather  in  the  opinion 
which  I  mentioned  to  you  formerly,  in  favour  of 
the  Hacrue  •.  but  however  I  have  not  the  lead  ob- 

O 

jection  to  Drefden,  or  to  any  other  place  that  you 
may  like  better.  If  you  prefer  the  Dutch  fcheme, 
you  take  Traves  and  Coblentz  in  your  way,  as  al- 
fo  Dufieldorp  ;  all  which  places  I  think  you  have 
not  yet  feen.  At  Manheim  you  may  certainly  get 
good  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Courts  of  the 
two  Electors  of  Treves  and  Cologne,  whom  you  are 
yet  unacquainted  with;  and  I  Ihould  wim.  you  to 
know  them  all.  For,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  olim 
hcec  meminijfe  juvabit.  There  is  an  utility  in  having 
feen  what  other  people  have  feen,  and  there  is  a  juf- 
tifiable  pride  in  having  feen  what  others  have  not 
feen.  In  the  former  cafe,  you  are  equal  to  others ; 
in  the  latter,  fuperior.  As  your  flay  abroad  will  not 
now  be  very  long,  pray,  while  it  lafts,  fee  every  thing, 
and  every  body  you  can  -,  and  fee  them  well,  with 
care  and  attention.  It  is  not  to  be  conceived  of 
what  advantage  it  is  to  any  body  to  have  feen  more 
things,  people,  and  countries,  than  other  people  in 
general  have :  it  gives  them  a  credit,  makes  them 
referred  to,  and  they  become  the  objects  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  company.  They  are  not  out  in  any  part 
of  polite  converfation ;  they  are  acquainted  with  all 
rhe  places,  cuftoms,  courts,  and  families,  that  are 
likely  to  be  mentioned  •,  they  are,  as  Monfieur  de 
Maupertuis  juftly  obferves,  de  tous  les  pa'is,  comme 
ks  ftavans  font  de  tous  les  terns.  You  have,  fortu- 
nately, both  thofe  advantages  ;  the  only  remaining 
point  is  deff  avoir  les  fair e  valoir;  for  without  that,  one 
may  as  well  not  have  them.  Remember,  that  very 
true  maxim  of  La  Bruyere's,  qifon  ne  vaut  dans  ca 
monde  que  ce  qu'on  veut  valoir.  The  knowledge  of 
the  world  will  teach  you  to  what  degree  you  ought 
to  (hew  ce  quo  vous  valez.  One  muft  by  no  means, 

on 
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on  one   hand,    be    indifferent   about  on   the 

othe;  ;uift   not  difplay  it  with   affectation, 

in  an  overbearing  manner  :    bur,  of  t! 
tcr  to  fliew  too  much  than  too  little.     Adieu. 

i       I      T     T     E     R 

Bath,  I\  th,   1754. 

V  DEAR  I  R1I  ND, 

Iviily  congratulate  you  upon  tlie   lofs  of 
political  maiden!.  which  1  luve  received 

s   a   verv  good  account.      J   hear,  that  you   were 
Itopped  i-  time  in  ycur  career  v  but  recovered 

•h,  and  finimed  it  very  well.      I  am  not  furpr. 
nor  indeed  concerned,   at  your  accident  -y    for  I  remem- 
her  the-  dreadful  feeling  of  that  fituation  in  and 

as  it  mud   require  a  moft  uncommon  (hare  of  impu- 
e  to  be  unconcerned  upon  fuch  .1  »n,   I  am 

not  fare  that  I  am  not  rather  glad  you  Hopped.  You 
rnufb  therefore  now  think  of  hardening  yourfclf  by 
degrees,  by  ufing  yourlclf  infenfibK  to  the  found  of 
your  own  voice,  a:ul  to  the  acb  'v trifling  a>  ii  Icems) 
of  rifjng  up  and  fitting  down  ai:a:n.  Nothing  will 
cont;  -  much  to  this  as  committee  work,  of  elec- 

tions at   night,   and  morning. 

'['here  afking  fhort  queftions,  m«  witneflrs  to 

be   called    in,  and   all  t!  will 

foon  fit  you  to  fet  up  for  youri  It.      !  .in  told  that  you 
much  mortified  at  your  a.  ,   but  without  rea- 

!et  it  rather  be  a  fpur  than  a  curb  to  you. 
Perlevere,  and,  depend  upon  it,   it  will  do  well  at  lafl. 
perkvere,   I  do  not  mean   that  )ou  fhould 
,   nor  in  every  debate.      Moreover,  I 
•:!d  not  advife  you  to  fpeak  again  upon  public  mat- 
ters for  fome  time,  perhaps  a  month   or  two-,   but  I 
.n,  never  lofc  view  of  that  great  object  -y  purfue  it 

with 
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with  difcretion,  but  purfue  it  always.  Pelotez  en  atten- 
dant partie.  You  know  I  have  always  told  you,  that 
ipeaking  in  public  was  but  a  knack,  which  thofe  who 
apply  to  the  moft,  will  fucceed  in  the  bed.  Two  old 
members,  very  good  judges,  have  fent  me  compliments 
upon  this  occafion  •,  and  have  allured  me,  that  they 
plainly  find  //  will  do^  though  they  perceived,  from 
that  natural  confufion  you  were  in,  that  you  neither 
faid  all,  nor  perhaps  what  you  intended.  Upon  the 
whole,  you  have  fet  out  very  well,  and  have  fufficient 
encouragement  to  go  on.  Attend  therefore  affiduoufly, 
and  obferve  carefully  all  that  pafles  in  the  Houfe;  for 
it  is  only  knowledge  and  experience  that  can  make  a 

debater.     But  if  you  ftill  want  comfort,  Mrs. 

I  hope,  will  adminifter  it  to  you  ;  for,  in  my  opinion, 
fhe  may,  if  (he  will,  be  very  comfortable  ;  and  with 
women,  as  with  fpeaking  in  Parliament,  perfeverance 
will  moft  certainly  prevail,  fooner  or  later. 

What  little  1  have  played  for  here,  I  have  won  ;  but 
that  is  very  far  from  the  confiderable  fum  which  you 
heard  of.  I  play  every  evening  from  feven  till  ten,  at 
a  crown  whift  party,  merely  to  fave  my  eyes  from 
reading  or  writing  for  three  hours  by  candle-light.  I 
propole  being  in  town  the  week  after  next,  and  hope 
to  carry  back  with  me  much  more  health  than  I  brought 
down  here.  Good  night. 

Mr.  Stanhope  being  returned  to  England,  and  feeing  his  Fa- 
ther  almoft  every  day,  is  the  occafion  of  an  interruption 
of  two  years  in  their  correfpondence. 


LETT  1 
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L     E     T      I      1       K        XC1I. 

Bath,  Nov.  the  151)1,  1756. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Received  yours  ycfterday   morning,   together  with 
the  PruiTian  papers,    which  I  ha. 
attention.     If  Courts  could  blufli. 
Drcrfden   ought,    to    have   their  ^allchoods    io    pi. 
ly  and   fo  undeniably   expoled.      The  former    will,   I 
prefume,    next    year,    employ    an    hundred    ' 
men,  to  anfwer   the  acculation  -y    and  it    the    ' 
of  the  Two  RufTias  is  plcaied   to  argue  in  the  ; 
cogent  manner,  their  logic  will  be  too  11 
the  King  of  Prufiia's  rhetoric.     I  well  r  i  the 

treaty  fo  often   referred  to   in   ti 
the  two  Emprefics,  in   1746.     The  King  was  (li- 
ly   prcfied   by   the  Emprels  Queen    to    a  o   it. 
Y/atfenaer  communicated  it   to  me  for    that  pur; 
I   afked    him    if  there    were   no    fecret    aitich 
pecTin^  that  there  were  !                                         .tible 
treaty   was  a   mere   harmlefs   defenlivc   one.       1  I 

;   me  that  there  were  n<  !  told 

him,    that    as    the    King    had    alicady    cl< 
anccs    with    thole   two    J 

what  u!  fly   a  de- 

:c  one,   could  b  iie  other 

contract  Dut   tha',  rr,  if  it 

iy  dcfired  as  an   indir  ,il,    I 

would  give  him  by  which  his  M  .ould 

\\c  to  that  treaty,  as    far,   but  no    farther,   as  at 
prcient  he  flood  engaged  refpccliv 

by    the  cicknfwe  alliances  fubliiling  with  each, 
offer  by   no  means  :  ,   wlmh   was  a  j 

proof  of  the  fecret  artic!  to  lighr,  and 

which  the  Court  ot  to. — 

I  told 
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I  told  Waflcnaer  fo,  and  after  that  I  heard  no  more  of 
his  invitation. 

I  am  (till  bewildered  in  the  changes  at  Court,  of 
which  I  find  that  all  the  particulars  are  not  yet  fixed. 
Who  would  have  thought,  a  year  ago,  that  Mr.  Fox, 
the  Chancellor,  and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  mould 
all  three  have  quitted  together;  nor  can  I  yet  ac- 
count for  it ;  explain  it  to  me,  if  you  can.  I  can- 
not fee,  neither,  what  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire  and 
Fox,  whom  I  looked  upon  as  intimately  united,  can 
have  quarrelled  about,  with  relation  to  the  Treafury  ; 
inform  me,  if  you  know.  I  never  doubted  of  the 
prudent  verfatility  of  your  Vicar  of  Bray ;  but  I  am 
furprized  at  Obrien  Windham's  going  out  of  the  Trea- 
fury, where,  I  mould  have  thought,  that  the  intereft 
of  his  brother-in-law,  George  Grenville,  would  have 
kept  him. 

Having  found  myfelf  rather  worfe,  thefe  two  or 
three  laft  days,  I  was  obliged  to  take  fome  ipcca- 
cuana  laft  night ;  and,  what  you  will  think  odd, 
for  a  vomit,  I  brought  it  up  all  again  in  about  an 
hour,  to  my  great  fatisfaction  and  emolument,  which 
is  feldom  the  cafe  in  reftitutions. 

You  did  well  to  go  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
who,  I  fuppofe,  will  have  no  more  levees ;  however, 
go  from  time  to  time,  and  leave  your  name  at  hi- 
door,  for  you  have  obligations  to  him.  Adieu, 

LETTER       XCIII. 

Bath,  Dec.  the  i^th,  1756. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

WHAT  can  I  fay  to  you  from  this  place,  where 
every  day  is  ft  ill  but  as  the  fir  ft  ^  though  by  no 
means  fo  agreeably  pafled,  as  Anthony  defer ibes   his 
to  have  been  ?  The  fame  nothings  fucceed  one  another 

every 
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!y   and    uniformly  as 
the   hours  of  the  da  :   will  think  : 

and  (b  it  is  •,   but  how  can  I  help  it  ?  Cue  olF  from 

,  and  difpirited   by    my  ill  health, 

c    could    I    be    better?    You   will  fay,    perl, 
where  could   you    be  worfc  ?  Only  in   prifon,  or   the 
galleys,    I  confefc.     However   I   :  t  riod  to  my 

here;    and   1  have    fixed    in    my    own    mind,  a 

t'or   my    return   to    London ;    not   invited    there 
by  either  politic  o  both   which    I  am 

equally  a  ftiv.  \  to  be  at  home-,  which, 

all,  according  to  the  vulgar  faying,  is  home,  be 
it  never  fo  homely. 

The  political  fettlement,  as   it   i  I,  is,  I   i\ 

by  no  means  fettled  :  Mr.  Fox,  who  took  this  place 
in  his  way  to  his  brother's,  where  he  intended  to 
pafs  a  month,  was  (lopped  Ihort  by  an  ex  hich 

he  received,  from  his  connection,  to  come  to  town 
immediately  ;  and  accordingly  he  let  out  from  hence 
very  early,  two  days  ago.  I  had  a  very  long  conver- 
fation  with  him,  in  which  he  wa 

frank  and  communicative  •,  but  dill  i  own   my- 
felf  in  the  dark.      In   tho!  I   in  mo: 

half  knowledge  (and  mine  is  at  mod:  that)  is  more 
apt  to  lead  one  into  an  error,  t;  r  to 

truth  •,  and  our  own  vanity  contributes  to  the  (eduction. 
Our  conjectures  paf*  upon  us  for  truths ;   we  will  know 
r.   we  do   not   know,  and    often,    what   we  cannot 
know  :  fo  mortifying  to  our  pride  is  the  bare  fufp; 

iorance  ! 

Urn    reported    he.re,    that   the   Emprefs    of 
Rufi  ;     this  would   be   a    fonunate    event 

indeed   for    ll  of   Pru;!;n,   and   necrflV 

duce  the  neutrality  and  inaction,  at  lead,  of  r 

'Hild  lie  a  heavy  weight  taken  on1 
the  oppofite  fcale  to  the  King  of  Pru  ,e  Auguf- 

fijfima  mull,  in   that  cafr,  do  all  herfdf  •,  for, 

ance 
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France  will  no  doubt  promife  largely,  it  will,  I  be- 
lieve, perform  but  fcantily ;  as  it  defires  no  better, 
than  that  the  different  powers  of  Germany  fhould 
tear  one  another  to  pieces. 

I  hope  you  frequent  all  the  Courts ;  a  man  fhould 
make  his  face  familiar  there.  JLong  habit  produces 
favour  infenfibly  ;  and  acquaintance  often  does  more 
than  friendmip,  in  that  climate,  where  ks  beaux  fenti- 
mens  are  not  the  natural  growth. 

Adieu  !  I  am  going  to  the  ball  to  fave  my  eyes 
from  reading,  and  my  mind  from  thinking. 

LETTER      XCIV. 

Bath,  January  the  isth,  1757. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Waited  quietly,  to  fee  when  either  your  leifure, 
or  your  inclinations,  would  allow  you  to  honour 
me  with  a  letter ;  and  at  laft  I  received  one  this  morn- 
ing, very  near  a  fortnight  after  you  went  from  hence. 
You  will  fay,  that  you  had  no  news  to  write  me ; 
and  that  probably  may  be  true ;  but,  without 
news,  one  has  always  fomething  to  fay  to  thofe  with 
whom  one  defires  to  have  any  thing  to  do. 

Your  obfervation  is  very  juft  with  regard  to  the 
King  of  Prufiia,  whom  the  moil  auguft  Houfe  of 
Auftria  would  moft  unqueflionably  have  poifoned 
a  century  or  two  ago.  But  now  that  tferras  Aftrga 
rdiquit)  Kings  and  Princes  die  of  natural  deaths ;  even 
war  is  pufillanimoufiy  carried  on  in  this  degenerate 
age  i  quarter  is  given  ;  towns  are  taken,  and  the  peo- 
ple fpared :  even  in  a  (lorm,  a  woman  can  hardly 
hope  for  the  benefit  of  a  rape.  Whereas  (fuch  was 
the  humanity  of  former  days)  prifonera  were  killed  by 
thoufands  in  cold  blood,  and  the  generous  viclors 
fpared  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child.  Heroic  ac- 
tions 
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tions  of  this  kind  were  performed  at   the  taking  of 
Magdebourg.     the  King  of  Pruflia  is   certainly    now 
in   a   fituation    that  mufl    foon  decide    his    fate, 
make  him    Caefar  or   nothing.     Notwithflanding   the 
march  of  the    Ruffians    his   gre,< 
mind,    lies    weftward.      I    have    no   great   notion 
Apraxin's    abilities,    and   I    believe,    many  a  '. 

.id   out-general    him.     But    Brown, 
colomini,  Luccheie,  and  many  other  officers 

in    the  Aullrian  troops,  arc   rcfpectable  encn; 

: .  Pitt  fecms  to  me  to  have  almofl  as  many  ene- 
mies to  encounter  as  his  Pruffian  M.r  I'hc  late 
Miniftry,  and  the  Duke's  par  MC,  unite 
againll  him  and  his  tory  fn  md  then  quarrel 
among  themfelves  again.  His  bell,  if  not  his  only 
chance  of  fupporting  himfelf  would  be,  if  he  had 
;t  enough  in  the  city,  to  hinder  the  advancing  of 
the  money  to  any  adminiftration  but  his  own  -,  and  I 
have  met  with  fome  people  here  who  think  that  he 
has. 

I  have  put  off  my  journey  from  hence  for  a  w 
but  no  longer.     I  find   I   dill   gain  fome  ftrength  ami 
fome  flefh  here,  and  therefore  I  will  not  cut,  H 
run  is  for  me. 

By    a   ;  ;.ich    I   received    this   morning  from 

v  Allen,  I  obicrve  th.i  -A ell  with 

her;  and  it  is  well  lor  you    to  be 
cellent  and  warm  pi, 

Apropos  (an  cxprcffion  which  is  commonly  uied  to 
unrelative  to  it)  you  fhould  ap- 
ply to  fome  oi 

Mr.   Cope's   letters.     It  will  not    be    refilled 
i  and  tl:  you   have  them  the  better.     I  do 

not  mean  th< 
but  as  out-lines  of  the  IT  ;i  arc  to  write  upi 

1  them  -, 

.  are  four  very  fmall  voluiv.es  -,  I  have  juft  finiflicd, 

and 
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and  am  extremely  pleafed  with  them.  He  thinks  im- 
partially, deep,  often  new,  and,  in  my  mind,  com. 
monlyjuft.  Adieu. 

LETTER      XCV. 

Blackheath,  Sept.  the  i7th,  1757. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

LORD  Holdernefs  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  commu- 
nicate to  me  all  the  letters  which  he  has  received 
from  you  hitherto,  dated  the  i5th,  i9th,  2^d,  and 
26th  of  Auguft  •,  and  alfo  a  draught  of  that  which  he 
wrote  to  you  the  9th  inftant.  I  am  very  well  pleafed 
with  all  your  letters ;  and,  what  is  better,  I  can  tell 
you  that  the  King  is  fo  too  •,  and  he  faid,  but  three 
days  ago,  to  Monfieur  Munchaufen,  He  (meaning 
you)  fets  out  'very  well-,  and  I  like  bis  letters,  provided 
that)  like  moft  of  my  Englifh  Minifters  abroad,  be  does  not 
grow  idle  hereafter.  So  that  here  is  both  praife  to 
flatter,  and  a  hint  to  warn  you.  What  Lord  Holder- 
nefs recommends  to  you,  being  by  the  King's  order, 
intimates  alfo  a  degree  of  approbation  ;  for  the  blacker 
ink,  and  tbe  larger  char  after,  mow,  that  his  Majefty, 
whofe  eyes  are  grown  weaker,  intends  to  read  all  your 
letters  himfelf.  Therefore,  pray  do  not  neglect  to  get 
the  blacked  ink  you  can  •,  and  to  make  your  Secretary 
enlarge  his  hand,  though  d'ailleurs  it  is  a  very  good 
one. 

Had  I  been  to  wifh  an  advantageous  fituation  for 
you,  and  a  good  debut  in  it,  I  could  not  have  wifhed 
you  either,  better  than  both  have  hitherto  proved. 
The  reft  will  depend  entirely  upon  yourfclf ;  and  I 
own,  1  begin  to  have  much  better  hopes  than  I  had ; 
for  I  know,  by  my  own  experience,  that  the  more  one 
works,  the  more  willing  one  is  to  work.  We  are  all, 
more  or  lefs,  des  animam  d' habitude.  I  remember  very 

well 
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well,  that  when  I  was  in  bufincfs,  I  wrote  four  or  fivr 
hours  togcthi  day,  more  willingly  than  111 

now  half  an  hour-,  and  this  is  moft  certain,  r! 
a  man  has  applied   himfclf  to  bufmefs   halt  the 
the  other  half  goes  off  the  more  chcarfully  ai 
ably.     This  I   found  fo    fcnfibly,  when  I  was  at  the 
Hague,  that  I  never  taftcd  company  fowcll,  nor  \\. 
good  company  myi'clf,  as   at   the  fuppcrs  of  my   poll 
1   take  Hamburgh  now,  to  be  le  centre  du  re- 
fuge Alkmiind.      If  you   have    any    Hanover  refugics 
among  them,  pray  take  care  to  be  particularly  ai 
tive  to  them.     How  do  you  like  your  houic  ?  Is  it  a 
convenient  one?    Have  the  CaJJerolks  been  empl 
in   it  yet  ?  You  will  rind  les  petits  foupers  fin* 
penfive,  and  turn   to   better  account,  than   large  din- 
ners for  great  companies. 

I  hope  you  have  written  to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle^ 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  you  have  to  all  your  bro- 
ther minifters  of  the  northern  department.  For  God's 
fake  be  diligent,  alert,  active,  and  indefatigable  in 
your  bufmefs.  You  want  nothing  but  labour  and  in- 
duftry,  to  be,  one  day,  whatever  you  pleale,  in  your 
own  way. 

We  think  and  talk  of  nothing  here  but  Brcft,  which 
isuniverfally  iuppolcd  to  be  the  object  of  ourgrc.r 
pedition.    A  great,  and  important  object   it   is.     \ 
pofe  the  affair  mud  be  brufyuc,  or  it  will  not  do.      li 
jccecd,  it  will  make    France   put   lome  water  to 
vine.     As  tor  my    own  private  opinion,  1  own,    1 
rather  wifh  than   hope  fucccK      However,  Ihould  our 
'•is  tamtn  excidit  auftsy  and  that  will 
be  better  than  our    late    languid   manner  of  making 

war. 

To  mention  a  peribn  to  you  whom  I   am   very  in- 
rent  about,  1  mean  myiclf,   I   vegetate   ft  ill  juft  as 
I  did  when  we  parted  •,  but  I  think  I  begin  to  be 

fible 
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fible  of  the  autumn  of  the  year,  as  well  as  of 
the  autumn  of  my  own  life.  I  feel  an  internal 
awkwardneis,  which  in  about  three  weeks  I  (hall 
carry  with  me  to  the  Bath,  where  I  hope  to  gee 
rid  of  it,  as  I  did  laft  year.  The  beft  cordial  I  could 
take,  would  be  to  hear,  from  time  to  time,  of  your 
induftry  and  diligence ;  for  in  that  cafe  I  fhould 
confequently  hear  of  your  fuccefs.  Remember  your 
own  motto,  Nullum  numen  abejl  fi  Jit  prudentia.  No* 
thing  is  truer.  Yours. 

LETTER      XCVI. 

Blackheath,  September  the  23d,  1757, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received  but  the  day  before  yefterday  your  letter  of 
the  3d,  from  the  head-quarters  atSelfingen  ;  and  by 
the  way,  it  is  but  the  fecond  that  I  have  received  from 
you  fince  your  arrival  at  Hamburgh.  Whatever  was  the 
caufe  of  your  going  to  the  army,  I  approve  of  the 
effect  -9  for  I  would  have  you,  as  much  as  poffibie, 
fee  every  thing  that  is  to  be  leen.  That  is  the  true 
ufeful  knowledge,  which  informs  and  improves  us 
when  we  are  young,  and  amuies  us  and  others,  when 
we  are  old,  Olim  h<ec  meminiffe  juVabit.  I  could  wilh 
that  you  would  (but  I  know  you  will  not)  enter  in  a 
book,  a  fhort  note  only,  of  whatever  you  fee  or  hear, 
that  is  very  remarkable ;  I  do  not  mean  a  German 
alburn^  fluffed  with  people's  names,  and  Latin  ien- 
tences  •,  buc  1  mean  fuch  a  book  as,  if  you  do  not 
keep  now,  thirty  years  hence  you  would  give  a  great 
deal  of  money  to  have  kept.  Apropos  de  bcttcs,  for  I 
am  told  he  always  wears  his ;  was  his  Royal  Highnefs 
very  gracious  to  you,  or  not  ?  I  have  my  doubta 
about  it.  The  neutrality,  which  he  has  concluded 
with  Marechal  de  Richelieu,  will  prevent  that  bloody- 
battle  which  you  expected  ^  but  what  the  King  gf 
VOL.  II.  C  c  Pruflia 
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PrufTia  will  fay  to  ir,  is  another  point.  He  was  our 
onJV  all  not  one  in 

the  world.      It"  the  K  \lonficur 

de  Soubize's  and  the  Imperial  army,  before  other 
troops  have  pined  them,  1  think  he  will  beat  them  i 
but  what  civ  -i  :  1  Ic  has  three  hundred  thoui 

ncounut  ifds.      He  mull   fubmit;    but    he 

with   truth,  Si  Pergama  de\: 

fent.  The  late  action  between  the  PrufTians  and  ' 
fians  hasonlv  thin-ned  the  human  fperics,  without  giv- 
ing either  party  a  victory  ;  which  is  plain  by  each 
party's  claiming  it.  Upon  my  word,  our  fpecies 
will  pay  very  dear  for  the  quarrels  and  ambition  of  a 
few,  and  thofe  by  no  means  the  mod  valuable  part  of 
it.  If  the  many  were  wifer  than  they  are  ;  the  few 
mud  be  Quieter,  and  would  perhaps  be  jufter  and  bet- 
ter than  they  are. 

imburgh,  I  find,  fwarms  with  Graffs,  Graffins, 
Furjls,  and  F/7r/?/«j,  Hocbeits,  and  Durcblaugticbcits. 
I  am  glad  of  it,  for  you  muft  necelfar  !  i  the 

niidft  of  them  ;  and  I  am  ilill  gladder,  that,  beir; 
the  midft    of    them,  you   muft    necefiarily  be   ui 
fomc    conftraint  of  ceremony  ;  a  thing  which  you   do 
not  love,  but  which  is,  however,  very  uleful. 

I  defired  you  in  my  laft,  and  I  repeat  it  again  in 
this,  to  v^ive  me  an  account  of  your  private  and  do- 
meftic  In  i  '  ••  i  lave 

they,  ar  l^lainburgh,  what  arc  calletl  at  Paris  des  Mai- 
fons^  where  one  goes  without  ceremui  or  not, 

as  one  pleafes  ?  Are  y  pted  in  ai, 

.iny  rati<  iier  Minillcrs,  and  which  P   What 

:     In     tl:  :,     I 

doubt  they  do  not  <  >:cber  fcbatz,  and 

the  other  tenderncffes  of  the  Teutonic  language,  would, 
in  RV  fuund  but  indif  to  loft  mu- 

for  the  bravura  par:  e  a  very  great  opi- 

nion 
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nion  of  them  -9  and  das,  der  donner  dicb  erfcbldge,  mud, 
no  doubt,  make  a  tremendoufly  fine  piece  of  rscita- 
tivo,  when  uttered  by  an  angry  hero,  to  the  rumble 
of  a  whole  orchetlra ;  including  drums,  trumpets,  and 
French  horns.  Tell  me  your  whole  allotment  of  the 
day,  in  which  I  hope  four  hours,  at  lead,  are  facred  to 
writing  -,  the  others  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in 
liberal  plealures.  In  (hort,  give  me  a  full  account  of 
yourfelf,  in  your  un-mini(lerial  character,  your  incog- 
nito,  without  your  fiocchi.  I  love  to  fee  thofe,  in 
whom  I  intereit  myfelf,  in  their  undrefs,  rather  than 
in  gala  ;  I  know  them  better  fo.  I  recommend  to  you, 
'etiam  atque  etiam,  method  and  order  in  every  thing  you 
undertake.  Do  you  obferve  it  in  your  accounts  ?  If 
you  do  not,  you  will  be  a  beggar,  though  you  were 
to  receive  the  appointments  of  a  Spanifh  EmbaiTador 
extraordinary,  which  are  a  thoufand  piiloles  a  month  ; 
and  in  your  minifterial  bufmefs,  if  you  have  not  regular 
and  ftated  hours  for  fuch  and  fuch  parts  of  it,  you  will 

be  in  the  hurry  and  confufion  of  the  Duke  of  N , 

doing  every  thing  by  halves^  arid  nothing  well,  nor 
foon.  I  fuppofe  you  have  been  featted  through  the 
Corps  diplomatique  at  Hamburgh,  excepting  Monfieur 
Champeaux ;  with  whom,  however,  I  hope  you  live 
poliment  et  galamment^  at  all  third  places. 

Lord  Loudon  is  much  blamed  here  for  his  retralte 
des  dix  milks,  for  it  is  faid  that  he  had  above  that 
number,  and  might,  coniequently,  have  acted  offen- 
fively,  inftead  of  retreating-,  efpecially,  as  his  retreat 
was  contrary  to  the  unanimous  opinion  (as  it  is  now 
faid)  of  the  council  of  war.  In  our  Miniftry,  I  fup- 
pofe things  go  pretty  quietly,  for  the  D.  of  N.  has 
not  plagued  me  thefe  two  months.  When  his  Royal 
Highnefs  comes  over,  which,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
he  will  do  very  foon,  the  great  pufh  will,  I  prefume, 
be  made  at  his  Grace  and  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  without 
effect,  if  they  agree,  as  it  is  vifibly  their  intereft  to 

C  c  2  do  j 
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do  -,  and  in  that  cafe,  their  Parliamentary  ftrength 
will  fupport  them  againll  all  attacks.  You  may  re- 
member, I  faid  at  Brit,  that  the  popul  uld  loon 
be  on  the  i:  oppofed  the  popular 
Militia  bill  •,  and  now  it  . 

in  almoft  every   conn  r.gland,  by    the  tumults 

and  in  fur  reft  ions  of  the  people,  who  iwear  that  they 
will  not  be  inlifted.  That  (illy  fchcme  mutt,  there- 
fore, be  dropped,  as  quietly  as  may  be.  Now, 
that  I  have  told  you  all  that  I  know,  and  almolt  all 
that  I  think,  i  wifh  you  a  good  fupper,  and  a  good 
night. 

F.      I      T     E     R       XCYil. 
Blackheath,  September  the  3Oth,  1757. 

:V  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IHave  fo  little  to  do,  that  I  am  furprizcd  how  I  can 
find  time  to  write  to  you   fo  often.     Do  not  itarc 
at  thr  .;  paradox  j  for  it  is  an  undoubted  truth, 

that  the  Ids  one  has  to  do,  the  lefs  time  one  finds  to 
do  it  in.  One  yawns,  one  procrailinates,  one  can  do 
it  \vhcn  <mc  will  therefore  one  ieldom  does  it 

at  all  :   whereas  thole  who  have  a  ^reat  deal  of  bud 
mull  (to   ufe  a  vulgar  exprcilion)  buckle  to   it ;    and 
then    th<  ..d   time   enough    to  do  it   i; 

hope  your  own  experience  has,  by  this  time,  c 
you  of  this  truth. 

I  received  your  lalt,  of  the  8th.  It  is  now  quite  over 
with  a  very  great  man,  who  will  llill  be  a  very  great  man, 
though  a  very  unfortunate  one.  He  has  qualities  of  the 
mind  that  put  him  above  the  reach  of  thele  ir 
tunes  •,  and  if  reduced,  as  perhaps  he  may,  to  thr 
marcbe  of  Brandenburgh,  he  will  alw.i  nlHf 

the  cu:r,fort,  .ind  with  all  the  world  the  credit,  of  a 
philofopher,  a  legiflator,  a  patron  and  a  pn 

arts 
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arts  and  fcicnces.  He  will  only  lofe  the  fame  of  a 
conqueror :  a  cruel  fame,  that  arifes  from,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  human  fpecies.  Could  it  be  any  latisfao 
to  him  to  know,  I  could  tell  him,  that  he  is  at  this 
time  the  mod  popular  man  in  this  kingdom"*  the 
whole  nation  being  enraged  at  that  neutrality  which 
haftens  and  completes  his  ruin.  Between  you  and 
me,  the  King  was  not  lefs  enraged  at  it  himfelf,  when 
he  faw  the  terms  of  it  j  and  it  affected  his  health  more 
than  all  that  had  happened  before.  Indeed,  it  feems 
to  me  a  voluntary  conceffion  of  the  very  word  that 
could  have  happened,  in  the  worft  event.  We  now 
begin  to  think  that  our  great  and  fecret  expedition  is 
intended  for  Martinico  and  St.  Domingo  ;  if  that  be 
true,  and  we  fucceed  in  the  attempt,  we  fhali 
recover,  and  the  French  lofe,  one  of  the  mod  valuable 
branches  of  commerce,  I  mean  fugar.  The  French 
now  fupply  all  the  foreign  markets  in  Europe  with  that 
commodity,  we  only  fupply  ourfelves  with  ic.  This 
would  make  us  fome  amends  for  our  ill  luck,  or  ill 
conduct,  in  North  America  •,  where  Lord  Loudon,  with 
twelve  thoufand  men,  thought  hirnfelf  no  match  for 
the  French  with  but  leven  -,  and  Admiral  Holbourne, 
with  feyenteen  (hips  of  the  line,  declined  attacking  the 
French,  becaufe  they  had  eighteen,  and  a  greater 
weight  of  metal,  according  to  the  new  fea-phrafe,  which 
was  unknown  to  Blake.  I  hear  that  letters  have 
been  fent  to  both,  with  very  fevere  reprimands.  I  am 
told,  and  I  believe  it  is  true,  that  we  are  negotiating 
with  the  Corfican,  I  will  not  fay  rebels,  but  aflertors 
of  their  natural  rights  ^  to  receive  them,  and  whatever 
form  of  government  they  think  fit  to  eftablifh,  under 
our  protection,  upon  condition  of  their  delivering  up 
to  us  Port  Ajaccio  ;  which  may  b£  made  fo  ftrong  and 
fo  good  a  one,  as  to  be  a  full  equivalent  for  the  lofs 
of  Port  Mahon.  This  is,  in  my  mind,  a  very  good 
fcheme  *,  for  though  the  Corficans  are  a  parcel  of  cruel 

and 


and  perfidious  rafcals,  they  will   in  this   cafe  be  tied 

and  the 

lid  fecuntv   with  knaves,  though   none  « 
tools.     1  .1  Highnds  the   Duk 

peeled  here:  his   arrival  will  make  fome  buftl 

^e   ic    is   certain,  that   he   is  refolved  to  make  a 
pufh  at  the  Duke  of  N.    Put,  and  Co;  but  it  will  be 

.1,  if  they  continue  to  agree,  as,  to  my  cv 
knowledge,  they   do    at    prdcnt.      This    Parliament    is 
. 

.re  told  you  all  that  I  know,  or  have 
I,   let  us  talk  of  private  ones, 
mediately  concern   us.     Ad- 
mit ;  !e,   in   \our  little  room;  and  as 
•rfc  with  me  there,  write  to  me  for  the 
future  iVum  thence.     Are  you  complete!  vet? 
j  formed  what  the  world  calls  connections; 
that                       n   number  of  acquaintances,  wl. 
from    acxident    or    choice,     you    frequent    more    than 
others  ?  Have  you  either  fine  or  well-bred  women  th' 
T  a-t-il  qucltjue  bon  ton  ?  All  fat   and  fair,  I  prefume ; 
•  Id  to  make  adv;:                t    at  the 

. 

Mr.   *  *  is  to  be 

fs  *  *.     1  ,  as  he  will  never 

but  will   always  lead  a   do- 
mcftic  an  <•  fecms  e  been   n 

il  (urn  is  a*  ?\.\\  < 

domeflic  a-s  '.  :ns  to  have   :  pt  by 

her  aunts  a  !  of  being  railed  in  a  hot- 

bed, i  1.,   •          .vceks 

her,'.  n  a  lliort  compliment  of  congra- 

upon   the  occafion,  he,  his  mother,  and  tutti 
cuanti)  would  be  extremely  \  :th  it.     Thofe  at- 

tentions are  always  kindly    taken,  and    colt  one  no- 
thing 
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thing  but  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  I  confider  them  as 
draughts  upon  good  breeding,  where  the  exchange  is 
always  greatly  in  favour  of  the  drawer.  Apropos  of 
exchange  j  I  hope  you  have,  with  the  help  of  your  Se- 
cretary, made  yourielf  correctly  mafterof  all  that  fort  of 
knowledge— Courfe  of  Exchange,  Agio,  Banco,  Reichs- 
fbalers,  down  to  M.arien  Grofchen.  It  is  very  little 
trouble  to  learn  it ;  it  is  often  of  grea.t  uie  to  know  it. 
Good  night,  and  God  blefs  you. 


LETTER      XCVIII. 

Blackheath,  Oftober  the  ioth,  1757, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IT  is  not  without  fome  difficulty  that  I  fnatch  this 
moment  of  leifure  from  my  extreme  idlenefs,  to 
inform  you  of  the  prefent  lamentable  and  aftoniming 
(late  of  affairs  here,  which  you  would  know  but  im- 
perfectly from  the  public  papers,  and  but  partially 
from  your  private  correfpondents.  Or  fas  then — Our 
invincible  Armada,  which  coft  at  lead  half  a  million, 
failed,  as  you  know,  fome  weeks  ago  -,  the  object  kept 
an  inviolable  fecret :  conjectures  various,  and  expecta- 
tions great.  Bred  was  perhaps  to  be  taken  ;  but  Mar- 
tinico,  and  St.  Domingo,  at  lead.  When  lo  !  the  im- 
portant ifland  of  Aix  was  taken  without  the  lead  re- 
fidancej  feven  hundred  men  ma<]e  prifoners,  and  fome 
pieces  of  cannon  carried  off.  From  thence  we  failed 
towards  Rochfort,  which  it  feems  was  our  main  ob- 
ject •,  and  confequently  one  fliould  have  fuppofed  that 
we  had  pilots  on  board  who  knew  all  the  foundings 
and  landing-places  there  and  thereabouts ;  but  no ; 

for  General  M -t  afked  the  Admiral,  if  he  could 

land  him  and  the  troops  near  Rochfort  ?  The  Admiral 

faid, 
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rh  great  eafe.     To  which  the  General  rq 
But  can  you  take  us  on  boai  .  the 

Adn  -.vcred,    ¥bat,  like   ;i 

u-ill  depend  upon  the  wind.     If  ib,  laid  the  General, 
I'll  e'en  go  home  again.     A  Council  of  War  was 
mediately  called,  where  it   was  unanimoufly  rcfo! 

.is  advifcable  to  return  ;  accordingly  they  are 
ntd.     As  the  expectations   of  the    whole   nation 

c-d  to  the  highdl  pitch,  the  univt 

appointment  and    indignation    have  anien    in   propor- 
J  I  queftion    whether  the    ferment    of   men's 
minds  was  ever  greater.  ns,  you  may  be  fure, 

inct  endleis  s  but  the  mod  prevailing  one 
•he  tail  of  the  Hanover  neutrality,  like  that 
romet,  extended  itfclf  to  Rochfort.     What  encou- 
rages tlv,  >n  is  that  a  French  man  of  war  went 
unmoleflcd    through  our  whole    fleet,    as   k  lay   near 
Rochfort.     Haddock's    whole  ftory   is    revived  -,    Mi- 

prefcntations    are    combined    with    other 
cumftanccs  ;    and   the    whole   together,    makes    up   a 
mafs  of  difcontent,  refem 
than    perhaps  was    ever   known   in    this    country 

heie     are    the    fafts,    draw     your    own 
nns    from    them  :    for    my    parr,    I   am    loft    in 
aftomm^icnt    an  and     do     not    know 

•where   to   fix.     My   expcrien  me,  that 

many  things,    which    lerm    <  tble,    are 

not  true  -,    and    :  improba- 

ble,   are  tru  I    will    * 

,'rnoil     every    an:  Inl- 

f  tbis   c .  ;   will  believe 

:-~r.     Wh.i:  will 

be    in    the  annals   of    this    countrv  its 

1  genius,  if  ever  it  appears  again,  tear  our 
thofc  beets,  thus  (Uined  and  blotted  by  our  ig- 
nominy ! 

Our 
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Our  domeftic  affairs  are,  as  far  as  I  know  any  thing 
of  them,  in  the  fame  fituation  as  when  I  wrote  to  you 
Jaft;  but  they  will  begin  to  be  in  motion  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  icffion,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  Duke  ; 
whofe  arrival  is  moil  impatiently  expelled  by  the  mob 
of  London  ;  though  not  to  ftrow  flowers  in  his  way. 

1  leave  this  place  next  Saturday,  and  London  the 
Saturday  following,  to  be  the  next  day  at  Bath.  Adieu. 

LETTER      X-CL 

London,  Ocl.  the  ijth,  O.  S.  1757. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

yO  U  R  lad,  of  the  30th  pall,  was  a  very  good 
letter ;  and  I  will  believe  half  of  what  you  af- 
fure  me,  that  you  returned  to  the  Landgrave's  civi- 
lities. I  cannot  poflibly  go  farther  than  half,  know- 
ing that  you  are  not  lavifh  of  your  words,  efpecially 
in  that  fpecies  of  eloquence  called  the  adulatory. — 
Do  not  ufe  too  much  difcretion,  in  profiting  of  the 
Landgrave's  naturalization  of  you  -,  but  go  pretty 
often  and  feed  with  him.  Chufe  the  company  of 
your  fnperiors,  whenever  you  can  have  it;  that  is 
the  right  and  true  pride.  The  miftaken  and  filly 
pride  is,  to  primer  among  inferiors. 

Hear,  O  Ifrael !  and  wonder.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing laft,  the  Duke  gave  up  his  commifTion  of  Cap- 
tain General,  and  his  regiment  of  guards.  You  will 
afk  me  why  ?  I  cannot  tell  you  j  but  I  will  tell  you  the 
caufes  afflgned  ;  which,  perhaps,  are  none  of  them  the 
true  ones.  It  is  faid  that  the  King  reproached  him 
with  having  exceeded  his  powers,  in  making  the  Ha- 
nover Convention;  which  his  R.  H.  abfolutely  de- 
nied, and  threw  up  thereupon.  This  is  certain,  that 
he  appeared  at  the  drawing-room,  at  Kenfington, 
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lad  Sunday,  after  having  quitted,  and  went  ftraight 
to  Windfor  ;  where,  his  pco;  ,  that  he  int 

ro  refide  quietly,  and  amufe  himl  ate  man. 

But  I  conjecture  that  matters  will  foon  be  made  up 
again,  and  that  he  will  refumc  his  employments, 
will  eafil  '.peculations  this  event  has  oc- 

cafioned  in  the  public ;  1  (hall  neither  trouble  you,  nor 

•A-ith   relating  them-,  nor  would  this  flier 
paper,  or  even  a  quire  more,  contain   thnn.       Some 
refine  enough,  to  fufpect  that  it  is  a  cono  .irrel, 

to  juftify  fomebody  to  fomcbody^  with  regard  to  : 
vention  -,   but  I  do  not  believe  it. 

His  R.  I  I's  people  load  the  Hanover  Minifters,  and 
more  particularly  our  friend  Munchaufcn  here,  with 
the  whole  blame-,  but  with   what  degree  of  truth  I 
know  not.      This  only  is  certain,  that  the  whole  nego- 
tiation of  that  affair  was  broached,  and  carried  on. 
the  Hanover  Minifters,  and  Monfieur  Steinberg  at 
enna,  abiblutely    unknown   to  the   Englifh  Minifters, 

:  was  executed.     This  affair  combined  (for  people 
will   combine  itj  with  the  aftoniftiing  return   of  our 
great  armament,  not  only  re  infefta,  but  even  , 
mak  •-.mblc  of  reflect  injures,  and 

:-ments,  that  one  is  wear;  Our 

Tacitufes,  and  Machiavels  p<  orft, 

and  ,    as   they  often  rrtioot  the  n 

For  mv  own  p.irr,  I  fanlv  conic!,  thai  i  am  bewilder. 
ed,  and  havener  h,  noto:-. 

found  any  opinion,  but  even  to  form  C(  c  s  upon  ; 

and  this  is  the  language  which  I  think  you  (hould  hold 

:1   who   fptuk  to  you,  as  to  be  fure  all  will,  upon 
that  fubjcct.      Plead,  as  you  trul .  \  our  own  ig- 

norance; and  fay,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  judge  of 
thofe  nice  points,  at  fuch  a  diftance,  and  without 
knowing  all  circumftances,  which  you  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  do.  And  as  to  the  Duke's  refignation  j  you 
(hould,  in  my  opinion,  fa),  that  perhaps  there  might 

be 
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be  a  little  too  much  vivacity  in  the  cafe ;  but  that,  up- 
on the  whole,  you  make  no  doubt  of  the  thing's  being 
foon  fet  right  again  ;  as,  in  truth,  I  dare  fay  it  will. 
Upon  thefe  delicate  occafions  you  mud  practife  the  mi- 
nifterial  fhrugs  and  perfflage ;  for  filent  gefticulations, 
which  you  would  be  molt  inclined  to,  would  not  be 
fufficient :  fomething  muft  be  faid  ;  but  that  fomething, 
when  analyfed,muft  amount  to  nothing.  As  for  inftance, 
//  eft  vrai  qifon  s'y  perd>  mais  que  voulez  vous  queje  vous 
dife> — il  y  a  biendupour  et  du  contre^  un  petit  Refident  ne 
<voit  gueres  le  fond  dufac.* — Ilfaut  attendre — Thofe  fort 
of  expletives  are  of  infinite  ufe ;  and  nine  people  in  ten 
think  they  mean  fomething.  But,  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  fay,  in  feeming 
confidence,  that  you  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  principal  objection  of  his  Majefty  to  the  convention 
was,  that  his  Highnefs's  interefts,  and  the  affair  of  his 
troops,  were  not  fufficiently  confidered  in  it.  To  the 
Prufiian  Minifler,  afTert  boldly,  that  you  know  de 
fcience  certaine,  that  the  principal  object  of  his  Majef- 
ty's,  and  his  Britifh  Miniftry's  attention,  is  not  only  to 
perform  all  their  prefent  engagements  with  his  Mafter, 
but  to  take  new  and  ftronger  ones  for  his  fupport ;  for 
this  is  true at  leaft  at  prefent. 

You  did  very  well  in  inviting  Comte  Bothmar  to 
.dine  with  you.  You  fee  how  minutely  I  am  informed 
of  your  proceedings,  though  not  from  yourfelf  Adieu. 

I  go  to  Bath  next  Saturday  ;  but  direct  your  letters, 
as  ufual,  to  London, 
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J       I       I       K 

Bath,  Oct.  the  26:! 
MY 

Ived  here  j,  la  ft  Sunday. 

I    hav«-  ( (;n!equently  drank   thcfe  waters  : 

.1  yet  I  i,  ;hing  better  for  them 

night  before  I  1<  ii  London,  1  was  fur  Ionic  hours 
where   the   letters,  which  came   in 
that  morning,  lay  upon  the  table*,  and  his  (> 
out  yours,  with  great  approbation,  and  at 
afiured    me  of   h^  v's    approba 

To  thefe  two  approbations,  I  truly  add  my  own,  which, 
fans  vaniti,  may  perhaps  be  near  as  gocd  as  the  other 
two.      In  that  letter  )ou  ventuie  I-GS  fctits  raifcm; 
very   properly,  and  then  as  properly  make  an  excufe 
for  doing  fo.      Go  on  fo  with  diligence,  and  you 
be,  what  I  began  to  of  your  ever  bein^,  fomc- 

body.      I  am  perfuai!  >u  would  own  the  truth, 

that  you  feel  vourfclf   now,  much  better  fatisfioi 
yourfelr,  than  you  were  while  you  did  nothing. 

Application  to  bufinefs,  attended   with 
and  iucccis,  flatters  and  animates  ihe  min^.  ,;,   in 

idlcnefs  and  inacCt-  nates  and  putrefies.      . 

wilh,  that  every  rational  man  would,  everv  ni: 
he  goes  to  bed,  aflv  hlmfelr'  t:, 
done  to  <i  -  thing  that  can 

rs  ?      I  lave  ; 

or  have    1   Squandered  it?     Have  I  lived  out  the 
or  have  I  dozed  it  away  in  flothand  lazi 
being  mud  be  pleafed  or  confounded,  according  a 
can  anfwer  himfelf   thefe  qiullions.       I    obie 
you  are  in  the  fecret  of  what  is  intended,  and  what 
MMnchaufen  is  gone  to  Stade  to  prepare.     A  bold  and 

dangerous 


T  O    H  I  S    S  O  N.  397 

dangerous  experiment,  in  my  mind  -,  and  which  may 
probably  end  in  a  fecond  volume  to  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Palatinate,  in  the  laft  century.  His  Serene  Highnefs 
of  Brunfwick,  has,  in  my  mind,  played  a  prudent  and 
a  faving  game ;  and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the  other 
Serene  Highnefs,  at  Hamburgh,  is  more  likely  to  fol- 
low his  example,  than  to  embark  in  the  great  fcheme. 

I  fee  no  figns  of  the  Duke's  refuming  his  employ- 
ments; but,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  aflured,  that  his 
Majefty  is  coolly  determined  to  do  as  well  as  he  can 
without  him.  The  Duke  of  Devonihire,  and  Fox, 
have  worked  hard  to  make  up  matters  in  the  clofet, 
bait  to  no  purpofe.  People's  felf-love  is  very  apt  to 
make  them  think  themfelves  more  neceflary  than  they 
are  ;  and  I  Ihrewdly  fufpect,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
has  been  the  dupe  of  that  fentiment,  and  was  taken  at 
his  word  when  he  leail  expected  it :  like  my  predecef- 
for,  Lord  Harrington  ;  who,  when  he  went  into  the 
clofet  to  refign  the  feals,  had  them  not  about  him  ;  fo 
lure  he  thought  himfelf  of  being  prefied  to  keep  them. 

The  whole  talk  of  London,  of  this  place,  and  of 
every  place  in  the  whole  kingdom,  is  of  our  great,  ex- 
penfive,  and  yet  fruitlefs  expedition  ;  I  have  feen  an 
Officer  who  was  there,  a  very  fenfible  and  obferving 
man  ;  who  told  me,  that,  h*ad  we  attempted  Rochfort, 
the  day  after  we  took  the  ifland  of  Aix,  our  fuccefs 
had  been  infallible ;  but  that  after  we  had  launtered 
(God  knows  why)  eight  or  ten  days  in  the  ifland,  he  thinks 
the  attempt  would  have  been  impracticable  ;  becaufe  the 
French  had  in  that  time  got  together  all  the  troops  in 
that  neighbourhood,  to  a  very  confiderable  number. 
In  fhort,  there  mud  have  been  fome  fecret  in  that  whole 
affair,  that  has  not  yet  tranfpired  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
fufpecting  that  it  came  from  Stade.  We  had  not  been 
fuccefsful  there;  perhaps  we  were  not  defirous,  that  an 
expedition,  in  which  we  had  neither  been  concerned  nor 
confulted,  fhould  prove  fo :  M 1  was  our  crea- 
ture; 
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ture  ;  and  a  word  to  the  wife  will  fometimes  go  a  great 

way.     M 1  is  to  h.. 

the  public  expects  great  difcovcrics- 

Do  you  viiit  Soltikow,  the  Ruffian  Miniflcr,  whofc 
houfe,  I   am  told,  is    the  gr  c  of  plr 

Hamburgh  ?     His  miftrefs,    I   take  for  granted, 
this  time  dead,  and  he  wears  fome  other  body's  fhac- 
kles.  Her  death  comes,  with  regard  to  the  King  of  Pruilia, 
commc  la  moutarde  aprts  diner.     I    am  curio  i. 
what  tyrant  will  fucceed  her,  not  by   Divine,  but  by 
Military  right ;  for,  barbarous  as   th:  :.ow,  and 

ftill  more  barbarous  as  they  have  been  formerly,  they 
have  had  very  little  regard  to  the  more  barbarous  noti- 
on of  divine,  indefeafible,  hereditary  right. 

The  Praetorian  bands,  that  is  the  gu.  refume, 

have  been   engaged  in   the    interefts 
Prince  j  but  ftill,  I  think,  that  little  John  of  Ar^ 
gel  will  be   heared  of  upon  this  occafion,  unltis  pre- 
vented by  a  quieting  draught  of  Hemlock  or  Night- 
fhade;  for  I  fuppofe  they  are  not  arrived  to  the  politer 
and  genteeler  poifons  of  Acqua  Tufana*  fugar-plumbs, 
iff. 

Lord    Halifax   has   accepted    his   old  employment, 
with  the  honorary   addition  of  the    Cabinet    Coi 
And  fo  we  heartily  wifh  you  a  good  night. 

•  Acqua  Tufana,  a  Neapolitan  flow  poifon,  rcfcmbling  clear 
ter,  and  invented  by  a  woman  at  Naples,  of  the  name  of  Tu!.< 
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LETTER      CL 

Bath,  Nov.  the  4th,  1757. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  fons  of  Britain,  like  thofe  of  Noah,  muft 
cover  their  parent's  fhame  as  well  as  they  can--, 
for  to  retrieve  its  honour  is  now  too  late.  One  would 
really  think  that  our  Minifters  and  Generals  were  all 
as  drunk  as  the  Patriarch  was.  However,  in  your 
fituation,  you  muft  not  be  Cham  ;  but  fpread  your 

cloak  over  our  difgrace,  as  far  as  it  will  go.  M t 

calls  aloud  for  a  public  trial ;  and  in  that,  and  that 
only,  the  public  agrees  with  him.  There  will  cer- 
tainly be  one;  but  of  what  kind,  is  not  yet  fixed. 
Some  are  for  a  Parliamentary  inquiry,  others  for  a 
martial  one :  neither  will,  in  my  opinion,  difcover 
the  true  fecret  •,  for  a  fecret  there  moft  unqueftiona- 
bly  is.  Why  we  ftaid  fix  whole  days  in  the  ifland 
of  Aix,  mortal  cannot  imagine  ;  which  time  the  French 
employed,  as  it  was  obvious  they  would,  in  aflem- 
bling  all  their  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Roch- 
fort,  and  making  our  attempt  then  really  impracti- 
cable. The  day  after  we  had  taken  the  ifland  of 
Aix,  your  friend,  Colonel  Wolfe,  publicly  offered  to 
do  the  bufmeis,  with  five  hundred  men  and  three 
mips  only.  In  all  thefe  complicated  political  machines, 
there  are  fo  many  wheels  within  wheels,  that  it 
is  always  difficult,  and  fometimes  impofiible,  to 
guefs  which  of  them  gives  direction  to  the  whole. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  convinced  that  the  principal  wheel,  or, 
if  you  will,  the  fpoke  in  bis  wheel,  came  from  Stade. 

This  is  certain,  at  leaft,   that  M 1  was  the  man 

of  confidence  with  that  perfon.  Whatever  be  the  truth 
of  the  cafe,  there  is,  to  be  fure,  hitherto,  an  Hiatus 
valde  deflendus. 

The 
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The  meeting  or  .iinly  be  very 

numerous,  were   ic  only    : 

jority   on    the   fide   i  ,-,  be 

a  great  one.     The  people  of  trv 
ral,   however   in 
concur.     Their  commillions,  \\lnch  I 

to  lole,    will    make    them    t  for    tlrcle 

all  men   of   ho;i  So- 

mind  •    que  le   vrai 
dine.       The  Tones,    and  the  City,   have  1    to 

•rt    Pitt  •,    the    V 

the  imk ;  and  the  imj  ;i  well  k 

arc  not   worth  mentionin;  Mukc 

intends    to    bring   the    affair   of    his 
Parliament,    for   his   own  ju: 
belie.  cannot  conceive 

merely  Electoral     can   le    proper   objects    t 
ry    or    deliberation    for   a    Britilh    Parliament  •, 
therefore,    mould   fuch    a     motion    be  made,   I 

it    will     be    immediately  ';.       By    the 

commiflfion  lately  given  to  Sir  J  nier,  of  Ge- 

neral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all   his   A 
forces   in  Great  Britain,    the  door  lams    to    be   not 
only   fhut,    but  bolted,    againft    ;  .1    Highncfs's 

return  ;   and  I  have  good  rcafon  to  be  convinced,  that 
that  breach  .rable.      The  rcporis 

in  the  Mmitt         •  cty  fure,  are 

lefs.       The  Duke  of  Ncwcaillc  and  ally 

agree  very  well-,  not,  I  prefr.  nriment- 

al  tendernefs  for   each  other  •,  but  fn- 
is  their  mutual  ii.  the  Lite  ( 

neral's  party  is  now  out  of  queftion,  I  do  not  fee  \ 
fhould  produce  the  lead  change. 

The    vifit,     lately    made   to   Berlin,    v  i  ,    [ 
fiy,     neither    a    friendly    nor    an    inorTenfive    one.— 
The  Auftrians  always  leave  behind  them  pretty  la 
monuments  of  their   vifus,   or  rathtT  vtii; 

To 
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I   believe,  from   their  tliirft  of  glory,   as  from    their 
hunger  of  prey.          * 

This  winter,  I  take  for  granted,  muil  produce  a 
peace,  of  fome  kind  or  other j  a  bad  one  for  us,  no 
doubt,  and  yet  perhaps  better  than  we  iliould  get  the 
year  after.  I  iuppoie  the  King  of  PrufFu  is  nego- 
tiating with  France,  and  endeavouring  by  thofe  means 
to  get  out  of  the  fcrape,  with  the  lois  only  of  Silefia, 
and  perhaps  1  aibcrlladr,  by  way  of  indemnifi- 
cation to  Saxony ;  and,  conlidering  all  circumilan- 
ces,  he  would  be  well  off  upon  thole  terms.  But 
then  how  is  Sweden  to  be  fatisfied  ?  Will  the  Ruf- 
fians reftore  iVlemel  ?  Will  France  have  been  at  all 
this  expencegr^/j-  ?  Muft  there  be  no  acquifition  for 
them  in  Flanders  ?  I  dare  fay,  they  have  itipulated 
fomething  of  that  fort  for  themfelves,  by  the  additi- 
onal and  fecret  treaty,  which  I  know  they  made,  laft 
.May,  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Muft  we  give  up 
whatever  the  French  pleale  to  deftre,  in  America,  be- 
fides  the  ceffion  of  Minorca  in  perpetuity  ?  I  fear  we 
mud,  or  elfe  raife  twelve  millions  more  next  year,  to 
as  little  purpofe  as  we  did  this,  and  have  confequently 
a  worfe  peace  afterwards.  I  turn  my  eyes  away,  as 
much  as  I  can,  from  this  miferable  profpect ;  bur,  as 
a  citizen  and  member  of  fociety,  it  recurs  to  my 
imagination,  notwithstanding  all  my  endeavours  to 
banifh  it  from  my  thoughts.  1  can  do  myfelf  nor 
my  country  no  good  •,  but  I  feel  the  wretched  fitu- 
ation  of  both  :  the  ftate  of  the  latter  makes  me  bet- 
ter bear  that  of  the  former ;  and,  when  I  am  called 
away  from  my  ftation  here,  I  {hall  think  it  rather  (as 
Cicero  fays  of  Crafius)  Mors  donata  quam  vita  erepta. 

I  have  often  defired,  but  in  vain,  the  favour  of  be- 
ing admitted  into  your  private  apartment  at  Ham- 
burgh, and  of  being  informed  of  your  private  life 
there.  Your  mornings,  I  hope  and  believe,  are  em- 
ployed in  bufmeis  •,  but  give  me  an  account  of  the  re- 
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CI  RFIELI 

'  iuppofc  is,  and  ougl. 
LS  and  pleafures. 

ftic?    v. 

fhorr,  let  me  in,  and  do  not  b 

Merc  I  a  ::ig  few  people,  and   hear- 

ing fewer-,    drinking   th  regularly,  to  a   mi- 

',  and  am  fomcthing  the  better  for  them.     I  r< 

ind  vary  occafionally  my  dead  company. 
I  a  ;i  the  mornir,  c  my 

le.nell,  .mention  itrongelf -,    I 

Jefs  .r'ter  dinner-,  night  I  chufe 

the  ompany   and  amufmg  chit-chat  of  <>c: 

and   duodecimos.     Je  tire  parti  de  tout  cf  je  que  ; 
that  is  my  philoluphy  •,  and  1   mitigate,  as  much   as  I 
can,  my  phyfical  ills,  by  diverting  my  attention  to  other 
objects. 

1  Icre  is  a  report  that  Admiral  Melbourne's  fleet  is 
dertroyed,  in  a  manner,  by  a  dorm ;  I  hope  it   is  not 
trur,  in  the  full  extent  of  the  report-,  but  I  belie', 
has  luffered.     This  would  fill  up  the  meafure  of  our 
misfortune?.     Adieu. 

LI        1        I       !.     R        ( 

the  201 1.. 
MY   Dl  AR  PF 

1'  love  to  write  to  you  j 
and  hope  that  ir.  ome  to 

othcrwife  I  have  very  little  to  inform  you  of  King 

ot'  1'rull".  -ie  better  informe- 

wearehere.     It!  infinite  joy  V)  the  unthinking 

public,  who  are  not  aware  that  itcomes  too  late  in  the  year, 
and  too  late  in  the  war,  to  be  attended  with  any  very  great 
confequcnces.  There  are  fix  or  leven  thoufand  of  the 
human  fpecics  lefs  than  there  were  a  month  ago,  and  that 
fccms  to  me  to  be  all.  However,  I  am  glad  of  it,  up- 
on 
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on  account  of  the  pleafure  and  the  glory  which  it 
gives  jhe  King  of  Pruilia,  to  whom  I  \vifh  well  as 
a  man,  more  than  as  a  King.  And  furely  he  is  fo 
great  a  man,  that  had  he  lived  feventeen  or  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  his  life  been  transmitted  to 
us  in  a  language  that  we  could  not  very  well  un- 
derftand,  I  mean  either  Greek  or  Latin,  we  fhould 
have  talked  of  him  as  we  do  now  of  your  Alexan- 
ders, your  Caefars,  and  others,  with  whom  I  be- 
lieve we  have  but  a  very  flight  acquaintance. An 

refle^  1  do  not  fee  that  his  affairs  are  much  mend- 
ed by  this  victory.  The  fame  combination  of  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  againft  him  frill  fubfifts, 
and  muft  at  laft  prevail.  I  believe  the  French  army 
will  melt  away,  as  is  ufual,  in  Germany  -,  but  his  army 
is  extremely  diminimed  by  battles,  fatigues.;  and  defer- 
tion  j  and  he  will  find  great  difficulties  in  recruiting  it, 
from  his  own  already  exhaufted  dominions.  He  mu(t 
therefore,  and  to  be  fure  will,  negotiate  privately 
with  the  French,  and  get  better  terms  that  way  than  he 
could  any  other. 

The  report  of  the  three  General  Officers^  the  Duke 
of  Marl  borough,  Lord  George  Sackville,  and  General 
Waldegrave,  was  laid  before  the  King  laft  Saturday 
after  their  having  fat  four  days  upon  M t's  af- 
fair :  nobody  yet  knows  what  it  is ;  but  it  is  generally 
believed,  that  M 1  will  be  brought  to  a  Court- 
martial.  That  you  may  not  miftake  this  matter,  as 
moft  people  here  do,  I  muft  explain  to  you,  that  this 
examination,  before  the  three  above-mentioned  General 
Officers,  was  by  no  means  a  trial  ;  but  only  a  previous 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,  to  fee  whether  there  was,  or 
was  was  not,  caufe  to  bring  him  to  a  regular  trial 
before  a  Court-martial.  The  cafe  is  exactly  parallel  to 
that  of  a  grand  jury  ;  who,  upon  a  previous  and 
general  examination,  find,  or  do  not  find,  a  bjll  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  petty  jury  5  where  the  fact 

Dd2  is 


n  part,  my  <v 

alter  th.: 

i   too    long   acquainted    with  human 
r  human  teftimon; 

ious 
.it  circumftances,  confpiring  in  one  point, 

•,  than  human  teftimo- 

i  upon  honour  ;   both  which  I  have 

rivatc  views. 

.rliamtn'.  ;iow  (lands  pron  .  the 

firft  of  next  month,  it  is  il   be  put  of}'  for 

.   '  11  we  know   . 

our  alliance  with  Pruilia, 

conclufion  of  the  Hanover  neutra:  :  did 

not  quite  break  it,  made  at  lead  a  great  flaw  in  it. 

.rth-day  was  neither  line  nor  crowded  ;  and  no 
wonder  fince  the  King  was  that  day  Icrenty-rive.    The 
old  Court  and  the  young  one  are  much  better  together,, 
fmcc  the   Duke's    retirement  •,  and   the  King   has 
ince  of  Wales  with  a  fei\  late. 

I  am  ilill  univdl,  though  I   drink   thele  w^ers  very 
larly.     I  will  Hay   here  fix  weeks  longer, 

im   much    quieter  than  I  ihould  be  all 
be  in  town.      When  things  are  in  inch  a  miserable  fitu- 
atioji  as  they  are  at  prelent,   I  neither  to  be  con* 

cerncd  nur  coniuked,  11  ill  lels  cjuotcd.     Adieu. 
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LETTER      CHI. 

Bath,  -Nuv.  the  26ih;  1757. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  by  the  lad  mail,  your  fhort  accoi-r;:  of 
the  King  of  Pruiiia's  vidory  -,  which  victory,  con- 
trary to  cuftom,  turns  out  more  complete  than  it 
xvas  at  firft  reported  to  be.  This  appears  by  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  Monfieur  de  St.  Germain  to  Mon- 
Tieur  d'Affry,  at  the  Hague ;  in  which  he  tells  him, 
"Cette  armie  eft  entieremcxt  fondue -,  and  lays  t-lu:  blame, 
very  ftrongly,  upon  Monfieur  de  Soubize.  But,  be 
it  greater,  or  be  it  lefs,  I  .am  glad  of  it;  becaufe 
the  King  of  Pruffia  (whom  I  honour  and  almoft 
adore)  I  am  fure  is.  Though  d'ailkurs,  between  you 
and  me,  o'u  eft-ce  que  cda  mene?  To  nothing,  while 
that  formidable  union,  of  the  three  great  powers  of 
Europe,  fubfifts  againft  him.  Could  that  be  any  way 
broken,  ibrncthing  might  be  done-,  without  which, 
nothing  can.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  ^vill  do  all  he  can  to  detach  France.  Why 
•fhould  not  we,  on  our  .part,  try  to  detach  Ruffia  ?  Ac 
leaft,  in  our  prefent  diftrefs,  -omnia  tenianda,  and  fome- 
times  a  lucky  and  unexpected  hit  turns  up.  This 
thought  came  into  my  head  this  morning ;  and  I  give 
it  to  you,  not  as  a  very  probable  icheme,  but  as  a 

poflible   one,  and  confequently  worth    trying The 

year  of  the  Ruflkn  fubfidies  (nominally  paid  by  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  but  really  by  France)  is  near  expir- 
ed. The  former  probably  cannot,  and  perhaps  the 
latter  will  not,  renew  them.  The  Court  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  is  beggarly,  profufe,  greedy,  and  by  no  means 
Scrupulous.  Why  fnould  not  we  (lep  in  there,  and 
out-bid  them  ?  If  we  could,  we  buy  a  great  army 
.tit  once  -,  which  would  give  an  intire  new  turn  to 

the 
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that  part  of  the  world,  at  leaft.     And, 
if  we  bid  ha:  ,  I  do  not  believe  the  bonne  foi 

of  that  Con:  in  the  way.      Both   our 

Court  am  ..;  iiament  would,  I  am  very  lure,  g 

great  f :  very  chearfully,  for  this  \ 

In  the  next  place,  hould  not  \ou   v.  our- 

•le,   into  fo  great  a  fcheme  ?     You  are,  no 
:,    much    acquainted  with   the   Rullian    Refidcnt 
.o\v  •,   Why  fhould  you  not  found  him,  as'intirely 
If,  upon  this  iubjecl  ?     You  may  afk  him, 
>  go  on  next  year  in 
the  i  ic   liberties  of  all 

ato  the   I 
tlut  ^ar,  -•  vs  ambitious    pov.cr.       i 

•i    think,  or  at   le.ill  call 

of  il  -  n  •,   but  ;  ,  that  llv. 

be,  in  the  iirlt  place,   and  you  in  the  next,  the  dupes  of 

of  Fran.  '    that   for  (ome    : 

,  much  iniei 

in  .1  brtr<  r  vauk-,   and  nv 
the  true  h   not  en  ; 

.cr  of  think1 
well,  upon  t  I 

?t  now,  v 
out  the  1.  rehenfion 

1  ilen  to  this,  and  what  more  may  occur  to  yo 

•  je  a  Ma 

Cour?  anlwr  z  Movfieur  bardimcnt. 

Je  pnndrai  tout  ctlti  fur  moi.  n,  as 

-irtily   wifh  II 

cxnft  reUnon  of  it  to  ^cn\r  own   Court.      Tell  them, 
that  IT  import 

that  you  co>  help  taking  this  little  ftq 

lirinrvng   it   A  bo  it  •,  but   that  you   mentioned   it   only 
as   from  .d  that  you   have  not  in  the 

con  :hcm    by  it.       It'   Soltikow   lends    himfcli" 
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in  any  degree  to  this,  infinuate,  that,  in  tire  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  and  particularly  of  the  King's 
Electoral  dominions,  you  are  very  fure  that  his  Ma- 
jedy  would  have  une  reconnoijjancc  fans  Icrnes  for  all 
thole,  by  whole  means  fo  defirable  a  revival  of  an 
old  and  long  friendfhip  fhould  be  brought  about. 
You  will,  perhaps,  tell  me,  that,  without  doubt,  Mr. 
Keith's  indructions  are  to  the  fame  effect  :  but  I 
will  anfwer  you,  that  you  can,  if  you  pleafe,  do  it 
better  than  Mr.  Keith  •,  and,  in  the  next  place,  that, 
be  all  that  as  it  will,  it  muft  be  very  advantageous  to 
you  at  home,  to  fhew  that  you  have  at  lead  a  con- 
triving head,  and  an  alertnefs  in  bufmefs. 

I  had  a  letter,  by  the  lad  pod,  from  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle,  in  which  he  congratulates  me,  in  his 
own  name,  and  in  Lord  Hardwicke's,  upon  the  ap- 
probation which  your  difpatches  give,  not  only  to 
them  two,  but  to  others.  This  fuccefs,  fo  early, 
fhould  encourage  your  diligence,  and  rouze  your  am- 
bition, if  you  have  any  ;  you  may  go  a  great  way, 
if  you  defire  it,  having  fo  much  time  before  you. 

I  fend  you  here  enclofed  the  copy  of  the  Report 
of  the  three  General  Officers,  appointed  to  examine 

previoufly  into  the  conduct   of  General  M 1 ; 

it  is  ill  written,  and  ill  fpelled  ;  but  no  matter; 
you  will  decypher  it.  You  will  obferve,  by  the  te- 
nour  of  it,  that  it  points  ftrongly  to  a  Court  marti- 
al -,  which,  no  doubt,  will  foon  be  held  upon  him. 
I  prefume  there  will  be  no  mooting,  in  the  final  fen- 
tence  -,  but  I  do  fuppofe  that  there  will  be  break- 
ing, fcfr. 

I  have  had  fome  fevere  returns  of  my  old  corn- 
plaint,  laft  week,  and  am  dill  unwell  ;  I  cannot 
help  it. 

A  friend   of   yours  arrived   here   three  days  ago ; 
(he   feems   to  xne   to   be  a  ferviceable   drong- bodied 
mare,    with   black   mane   and   tail  $    you   eafily 

guefs 
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who   I  mean.     She  is  come 
r.rofpofo. 

1  not  let  me  go  on  longer. 

R       CIV. 

Bath,  Dec.  the  31  ft, 
NfD, 

II 1  noment  received  your  letter  of  the  i8ih, 

annot   1,  :  v- 

. 

conceive  that  party   fpirit,  amo:. 
brother  ."  '    ,;nburgh,  runs  as 

lent    it,  •    1   can   cafily   b 

of  the   huimn   mind  •,   br.r,  at  the  fame   time,  1    mull 
obfcrve,  that  luch  a  fpirit  is  the  fpirit  of  little  minds, 
and  fubakern   Minitkrs,  wlio  think  to  atone  by  zeal, 
for  their  want  of  merit  and   importance.     The   ; 
deal  differences  of  the   K  ihouLi   n 

influence  me  peribn,.  :our  of  t 

There  ; 

oble  tt  gallant \  whic!  -rvcd 

among  tl 

which  will  in  out  to  the  advan- 

••lelli  who  will  in  thoi- 

opportunities 

iiints.  the   1  lague, 

\ve   N  ;    fo 

that  I  .ther  vifir,  nor  be  vifitcii. 

nifi^  :  we  in. ; 

. 

r  of  badinage^ 
\  i«j    know. 
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There  is  not  a  more  prudent  maxim,  than  to  live 
with  one's  enemies  as  if  they  may  one  day  become 
one's  friends ;  as  it  commonly  happens,  fooner  or  later, 
in  the  vicifTjtudes  of  political  affairs. 

To  your  queftion,  which  is  a  rational  and  prudent  one, 
Whether  I  was  authorized  to  give  you  the  hints,    con- 
cerning  Ruflia,    by  any    people   in    power   here  ?     I 
will  tell  you  that  I   was    not:  but,  as  I   had  preffed 
them  to  try  what  might  be  done  with  Ruflia,  and  got 
Mr.  Keith  to  be  difpatched  there  fome  months  foon- 
er than   otherwife,  I    dare   fay,    he  would,    with   the 
proper  inilructions    for   that    purpofe,   I  wifhed,    that 
by   the  hints  I  gave   you,   you   might    have  got  the 
ftart  of  him,    and  the  merit,    at  lead,   of  having  en- 
tame  that  matter  with  Sbltikow.     What  you  have  to 
do  with  him  now,   when  you  meet  with  him  at  any 
third  place,  or  at  his  own   houfe  (where  you   are  at 
liberty  to  go,    while   Ruflia  has   a  Minifter  in  Lon- 
don,   and   we  a  Minifter  at   Peterfburgh)    is    in   my 
opinion,  to  fay  to  him,    in  an  eafy  chearful  manner, 
He  lien  Monfieur  je   me  flat  is  que  nous  ferons  lien-tot 
amis  publics  aujfi  bien  qu'amis  perfonels.     To  which  he 
will  probably   alk,  Why,   or  how?     You  will  reply, 
Becaule   you   know    that  Mr.    Keith    is   gone  to   his 
Court  with  inilructions,    which   you  think   muft  ne- 
ceflarily  be  agreeable   there.     And  throw  out  to  him, 
that  nothing  but    a   change    of  their   prefent   fyftem 
can  five    Livonia  to  Ruflia  ;   for  that  he  cannot  fup- 
pofe,    rh:ir,    when   the    Swedes    (hall   have   recovered 
Pomeninui,   they  will  long  leave  RufTia  in  quiet  pof- 
feflion    of    Livonia.       If  he   is    fo   much    a   French- 
man  as  you  fay,   he  will   make  you    fome  weak  an- 
fwers  to  this-,    but  as  you  will  have  the  better  of  the 
argument  on  your   fide,  you  may  remind  him  of  the 
old    and    almoft '  uninterrupted    connection    between 
France  and  Sweden,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Rufiia. 

Many 
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Many   other  arguments  will  naturally  occur   to 
in  fuch  a  converfation,   if  you  have  it.      In  t 
there  is  a  piece  of  minillerial  art,  which  is  fometimes 
of  ufe  •,  and  that  is,  to  fow  jcaloufies  among  one's  ene- 
mies, by   a  leeming  preference  mown  to  fome  one  of 
them.     Monfieur  Hecht's  reveries  are  reveries 
How  mould  his  matter  have  made    the  golden  arrange- 
ments, which   he   talks  of,  and  which  are  to  be  forged 
into  mackles  for  General  Fermor  ?  The  Pruflian  finan- 
ces are  not  in  a  condition  now  to  make  fuch  expenfive 
arrangements.     But  I   think    you  may  tell   Monfieur 
Hecht,  in  confidence,  that  you  hope,  the  inftru&ions 
with  which  you  know  that  Mr.  Keiih  is  gone  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  may  have  fome  effect  upon  the  meafurcs  of  that 
Court. 

1   would  advife  you  to  live  with  that  fame  Monfieur 

;it,  in   all  the  confidence,  familiar 
tion,  which  prudence  will  allow.     I  mean  it  with  re- 
gard to  the  King  of  Prufiia  himlelf,  by  whom  I  could 
wi(h  you  to  be  known  ;.  ;uch  ns  \ 

ble.     It  may  be  of  ufe  to  v>u  fome  day  or  another.     If 
man,  courage,  conduit,  conftancy,  can  get  the  better 
of  all  the  difficulties  which  the  Kin[> 
druggie  with,  he  will  rile  fuperior  to  them.     HIK  ilill, 
while  his  alliance  fu:  him,  I  dread  /<v 

Efcadrons.     His  laft  victory,  of  the  5th, 
the  compleateft  that  has  been  hear 
I  heartily  wifh  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick  ju:  one, 

over  Monfieur  de  Richelieu's  army  •,  and  that 
take  my  old  acquaintance  the  Marcchal,  and  lend  him 
over  here  to  polifh  and  perfume  us. 

I  heartily  wi!"h  you,  in  the  plain  home-fpun  (lyl 

/.  number  of  happy  new  years,  well  employed,  in 

forming  both  your  mind  and  your  manners,  to  be  ulc- 

ful  and  agreeable  to  yourfelf,  your  coun:  your 

friends !     That  thefe  v/iflies    arc  fmcere,  your  Secre- 

tary's 
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tary's  brother  will,  by  the  time  of  your  receiving  this, 
have  remitted  you  a  proof,  from     Yours. 

LETTER       CV. 

London,  Feb.  the  8th,   1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND* 

I  Received  by  the  fame  poft  your  two  letters  of  the 
1 3th  and  i7th  pad  ;  and  yefterday  that  of  the  27th, 
with  the  Ruflian  manifeflo  enclofed ;  in  which  her  Im- 
perial Majefty  of  all  the  RuiTias  has  been  pleafed  to 
give  every  reafon,  except  the  true  one,  for  the  march 
of  her  troops  againft  the  King  of  Pruflia.  The  true 
one,  I  take  to  be,  that  (he  has  juft  received  a  very 
great  fum  of  money  from  France,  or  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  or  both,  for  that  purpofe.  Point  d' argent  point 
Ruffe  is  now  become  a  maxim.  Whatever  may  be  the 
motive  of  their  march,  the  effects  mult  be  bad  ;  and, 
according  to  my  fpeculations,  thofe  troops  will  replace 
the  French,  in  Hanover,  and  Lower  Saxony-,  and  the 
French  will  go  and  join  the  Auftrian  army.  You  afk 
me,  if  I  ftill  defpond  ?  Not  fo  much  as  I  did  after  the 
battle  of  Colen  :  the  battles  of  Rofbach  and  Liffk 
were  drams  to  me,  and  gave  me  fome  momentary  fpi- 
rits;  but  though  I  do  not  abfolutely  defpair,  I  own  I 
greatly  diftruft.  I  readily  allow  the  King  of  Pruflia  to 
be  necpluribus  impar  ,  but  ftill,  when  the  plures  amount 
to  a  certain  degree  of  plurality,  courage  and  abilities 
muft  yield  at  lad.  Michel  here  allures  me,  that  he 
does  not  mind  the  Ruffians  j  but  as  I  have  it  from  the 
gentleman's  own  mouth,  I  do  not  believe  him.  We  mall 
very  foon  fend  a  fquadron  to  the  Baltic,  to  entertain 
the  Swedes ;  which,  I  believe,  will  put  an  end  to  their 
operations  in  Pomerania  j  fo  that  I  have  no  great  ap- 
prehenfions  from  that  quarter ;  but  Ruffia,  I  confefs, 
Jticks  in  my  ftomach. 

Every 
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.cry   thing   goes     fmoothly    :  iment ;    the 

King    of    rruliia    has    united    ail    o. 
ilipport  i    an, 

will  give   Mr.   Pitt  unlimited  crc  this   leli 

there   has    not   been    one    fingle    divifion    >et   upon 
public  points  •,    and  I  believe    will    nor. 
rican  expedition  is    preparing   to   go  foon ;    the 
pofidon  of  that  affair  feems  to  me  xtraordi: 

Abercrombie  is  to  be  the  fedcruary,  and   not  the  acting 
Commander  .  i   1  lowe,  and  Wolfe,  arc 

to  be  the  acting,  and  I  ho,  officers.     I  wilh 

A  inherit,  who 

is   under  the  influence  of  the  lame  gi  !~>n,  who 

influenced  Moidaunt,  fo  much  to  the  honour  and 
vantage  of  this  country.      This   is  mod  ;hat 

that  we  have  force  enough  in  A 
French  alive  in  Canada,  Quebec,  andl.ouil! 
we  have  but  fkil  ,iough  to  exert  it 

ly  -,  but  of  that  t  am  modetl  enough  to  doubt. 

iien  you  come  to  the  ego1  ,:ch  I  have  1 

ilcfirtd  you   to  come  to  with   me,  you  rv  .c  no 

fes  for  it.     The  cgotifm   is  as  proper,  and  a 
.dory,  to  one's  friends,  as  it  is 
laced  with  (trangers.  1  dcfirc  to  fee  you  :  very 

.lies,  by  your  fir?-  -,    in 

rtiort,  in  i:t   I   I, 

to  obtain  this.      Whcnev 

,  (lick  to  tri:1  !  am  not  fo  unin- 

urgh,  as  perhap.s  you  may  think. 

v  weary 
;i  little  i. 
;   otherv.      .1  the  end    of  the 

•lien  the  innate  princii 

,   for  obv 
purpofes,  O! 
10  ipin  out  our  thread  as  long  as  we  can. 
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decayed  and  rotten  it  may  be  ;  and  in  defiance  of  com- 
mon fenfe,  we  feek  on  for  that  chymic  gold,  which 
beggars  us  when  old. 

Whatever  your  amufements,  or  pleafures,  may  be 
at  Hamburgh,  I  dare  fay  you  tafte  them  more  fenfibly 
than  ever  you  did  in  your  life,  now  that  you  have  bu- 
fmefs  enough  to  whet  your  appetite  to  them.  Eufi- 
nefs,  one  half  of  the  day,  is  the  beft  preparation  for 
the  pleafures  of  the  other  half.  I  hope,  and  believe, 
that  it  will  be  with  you,  as  it  was  with  an  apothecary, 
whom  I  knew,  at  Twickenham.  A  confiderable 
eftate  fell  to  him  by  an  unexpected  accident;  upon 
which  he  thought  it  decent  to  leave  off  his  bufinefs ; 
accordingly,  he  generoufly  gave  up  his  mop  and  his 
flock  to  his  head  man,  fet  up  his  coach,  and  refolved 
to  live  like  a  gentleman ;  but,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  the 
man,  ufed  to  bufmefs,  found,  that  living  like  a  gen- 
tleman was  dying  of  ennui;  upon  which  he  bought  his 
fhop  and  (lock,  refumed  his  trade  ;  and  lived  very  hap- 
pily, after  he  had  fomething  to  do.  Adieu. 

LETTER      CVI. 

London,  Feb.  the  24th,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received  yefterday  your  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
with  the  enclofed  ;  which  I  return  you,  that  there 
may  be  no  chafm  in  your  papers..  I  had  heard  before 
of  Burriih^s  death,  and  ha"d  taken  fome  fteps  there- 
upon ;  but  I  very  foon  dropped  that  affair,  for  ninety- 
nine  good  reafons  •,  the  firft  of  which  was,  that  nobo- 
dy is  to  go  in  his  room,  and  that,  had  he  lived,  he 
was  to  have  been  recalled  from  Munich.  But  ano- 
ther reafon,  more  flattering  for  you,  was,  that 

could 
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could    not   be  fpared    from   Hambui  the 

whole,  I  am  not  forry  for  it,   as  the  place  where  you 
are  now  is  the  great  entrepot  of  bufmefs ;  and  wl: 
ceafes  to  be  ily  go  to  ibme  of  the 

Courts  in   the  neighbourhood,  (Berlin,  i  hope  and  be- 
lieve) which   wii.  i.uch    more  dcfirablc  iiti: 
than  to  rull  at  Munich,  whe;  n  never  i 
bufinels    beyond   a    fubfidy.       Go  on   but,  and    exert 
>ourlclf  where  you  are,  and    better  things   will   loon 
follow. 

Surely  the  inaction  of  our  army  at  Hanover  conti- 
nues too  long. 

time  ago,  and  yet  nothing  is  attempted.     The 
will  loon  receive  reinforcements,  and  then  be  too  ftrong 
for  us-,  whereas  they   are   now  moil  certainly  gi 
weakened  by  defertion,  Ikkneis,  and  deaths.      Docs  the 
King  of  Prullia  lend  a  body  of  men  to  our   army  or 
not  ?  or  has  the  march  or  the  Ruffians  cut  him  out 
work  for  all  his  troops  ?     1  am  afraid  it  has.     If  one 
body  of  Ruffians  joins  the  Aullrian  army  in  Moi. 
and  another  body   ti 

have  his  hands  very  full,  too  full,  1  fear.     The  French 
they   will   have  an  army  of   180,000  men   in  Ger- 
many this  year,  the  !  150,000-, 
if  tl.             -us  have  i 
a  force  ?     The  King  ot   J 

more  juflice  thar.  any  one  i>crkm   could  before 

him,  Mot.  Medea  fupcrcjl. 

You  prom  ume  egotifm  ;    but  I  have  rec 

ed  none  yet.     Do  you  frequent  the  Landgrave  ?    / 
tez  vous  Ics grands  de  la  terre  ?     \\  the  conn 

ons  of  the  evening  ?     All  this,  and  a  great  deal  i 
of  this  kind,  let  me  know  in  your  next. 

The   lloufeof  Commons  is  flill  very  unanimr 
there  was  a  little  popular  fquib  let  off  thil  in  a 

motion    of  Sir   John  Glyn's,  feconded  by   S 

Philips,, 
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Philips,  for  annual  Parliaments.  It  was  a  very  cold 
fcent,  and  put  an  end  to  by  a  divifion  of  190  to 
70. 

Good  night.  Work  hard,  that  you  may  divert  your- 
felf  well. 

LETTER      CVII. 

London,  March  the  4th,  175$. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Should  have  been  much  more  furprized  at  the 
contents  of  your  letter  of  the  i7th  paft,  if  I  had 
not  happened  to  have  feen  Sir  C.  W.  about  three  or 
four  hours  before  I  received  it.  I  thought  he  talked 
in  an  extraordinary  manner  j  he  engaged  that  the  King 
of  Pruffia  fhould  be  matter  of  Vienna  in  the  month  of 
May  •,  and  he  told  me  that  you  were  very  much  in 
love  with  his  daughter.  Your  letter  explained  all  this 

to  me  ;  and  next  day  Lord  and  Lady  E gave 

me  innumerable  inftances  of  his  frenzy,  which  I  mall 
not  trouble  you  with.  What  inflamed  it  the  more  (if 
it  did  not  intirely  occafion  it)  was  a  great  quantity  of 
cantharides,  which,  it  feems,  he  had  taken  at  Ham- 
burgh, to  recommend  himfelf,  I  fuppofe,  to  Made- 
moifelle  John.  He  was  let  blood  four  times  on  board 
the  fhip,  and  has  been  let  blood  four  times  more  fince 
his  arrival  here  •,  but  dill  the  inflammation  continues 
very  high.  He  is  now  under  the  care  of  his  brothers, 
who  do  not  let  him  go  abroad.  They  have  written  to 
this  fame  Mademoifelle  John,  to  prevent,  if  they  can, 
her  coming  to  England,  and  told  her  the  cafe  ;  which, 
when  fhe  hears,  fhe  muft  be  as  mad  as  he  is,  if 
Ihe  takes  the  journey.  By  the  way,  fhe  muft  be  um 
Dame  aventuriere,  to  receive  a  note  for  10,000  rou- 
bles, from  a  man  whom  (lie  had  known  but  three 

days  -t 
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..irri.igr,   knov/ir 

married  ilovv 

him  to  1  noc  the 

venture  of  the  Tort  which  :  i»,ul. 

After  the    news    v.  the 

French  had  evacuated   Hanover,    all  bu: 
daily  expect  much    bem-i 
them  off  en  detail^  and  at  lull  we  dcilroy  tru 
army.     I  wiih  it  may  happen,  and,  moreover, 
it  not  impoflible. 

My  head  is  much  out  of  order,  and    only    all 
me  to  wifh  you  good  night. 

1.     1-      T  K        CVIII. 


London,  March  the  -^.d,    i 

:  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IHave  now  your  letter  of  the  8th  lying  bet' 
with   the  favourable  account   of  our  progrefs   in 
Lower  Saxony,  and  reasonable  profpedt   of  more 
cifive  fuccefs.     I  confcls  I  did  not  expe. 
my  friend  Munchaufen  took  his   leave    or 
to  Stade,  and  break  the  neutrality  •    I    thought   it  at 
leaft  a  dangerous,  but  rather  a  dciperatc  \ 
whereas,  hitherto,  it  has  pro.  ry  fortunate 

I  look  upon  the    French    army    as  fondu 
with  defection,    deaths,  and   epidemical    dillc 
dare  fay,  not  a  third  of  it  will  ever  return  t 
The  great  object  is   now,  what   the    Ku  in  or 

will  do-,  and  whether  the  King  of  Pruffia  can  h 
their  junction  with   the  Auflmns,  by   beating  cither, 
before  they  join  :  I  will  trull   him  for  doing  all 
can  be  done. 

Sir   C.   W.  is   dill    in    confinement,    and, 
will  always  be  fo,  for  he  fcems  cum  raticne 

the 
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the  phyficians  have  collected  all  he  has  faid  and  done, 
that  indicated  an  alienation  of  mind,  and  have  laid  it  be- 
fore him  in  writing  ;  he  has  anfwered  it  in  writing  too, 
and  juftifies  himfelf  by  the  moft  plaufible  arguments 
that  can  poflibly  be  urged.  He  tells  his  brother,  and 
the  few  who  are  allowed  to  fee  him,  that  they  are  fuch 
narrow  and  contracted  minds  themfelves,  that  they  take 
thofe  for  mad,  who  have  a  great  and  generous  way  of 
thinking ;  as  for  inftance,  when  he  determined  to  fend 
his  daughter  over  to  you,  in  a  fortnight,  to  be  married, 
without  any  previous  agreement  or  fettlerhents,  it  was 
becaufe  he  had  long  known  you,  and  loved  you,  as  a 
man  of  fenfe  and  honour  ;  and  therefore  would  not  treat 
with  you  as  with  an  attorney.  That  as  for  Mademoifelle 
John,  he  knew  her  merit  and  her  circumftances  5  and  afks, 
whether  it  is  a  fign  of  madnefs,  to  have  a  due  regard  for 
the  one,  and  a  juft  compaflion  for  the  other.  I  will  not 
tire  you  with  enumerating  any  more  inflances  of  the  poor 
man's  frenzy*  but  conclude  this  fubjedt  with  pitying 
him,  and  poor  human  nature,  which  holds  its  reafon  by 
fo  precarious  a  tenure.  The  lady,  who  you  tell  me  is 
fet  out,  en  ferapour  la  peine  et  les  fraix  du  voyage,  for  her 
note  is  worth  no  more  than  her  contract.  By  the  way, 
fhe  mud  be  a  kind  of  aventuriere,  to  engage  fo  eafily  in 
fuch  an  adventure,  with  a  man  whom  (he  had  not  known 
above  a  week,  and  whofe  d  but  of  10,000  roubles  (bowed 
him  not  to  be  in  his  right  fenfes. 

You  will  probably  have  feen  General  Yorke,  by  this 
time,  in  his  way  to  Berlin  or  Breflau,  or  wherever  the 
King  of  Pruflfia  may  be.  As  he  keeps  his  commiflion  to 
the  States  General,  I  prefume  he  is  not  to  flay  long  with 
his  PrufTian  Majefty  ;  but,  however,  while  he  is  there, 
take  care  to  write  to  him  very  conftantly,  and  to  give 
all  the  informations  you  can.  His  father,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  is  your  great  puff;  he  commends  your  office 
letters  exceedingly,  I  would  have  the  Berlin  commiilion; 

VOL.  II.  E  e  your 
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i'i  good  time  :  IH  Do 

• 
of  the  water,  and  to  fmooth  your  way   for 

that  comrniilion  on  this  ;  by  the  turn  which  things 
taken  of  late,  itmuft  lie   then 

nil  foreign  commillions  from  hence. 

I   1-  ::ews  to  fend  you,    as  things  here  an 

trem  ;  fogood  night. 


LETTER        Ci 

London,  April  the 
H>, 

Iv/o  letters  in  your  debt,  which  I  think  is 
the  firfl  time  that  ever  1  long  a 

of  our  corrcfpondence.     But, 
been  :ch  out  'of  order  of  late,  writing 

,it  caly  thing  that  it  was  to  me  former! 
:pcrience,    that  the  mind  and  the  body 
than  married,  y  arc  mod  intini. 

one  fuffcrs,   the  other  fympathifefi,  w-;. 
/is  cram.  Neither  my  i 

\vhattheyformcrlyv,  re  my 

own  fault    1 
it  is  realonable  I  Ihould  fufTcr  I 

I  do  not  like  the  return  of  the  opprrflion  upon  j 

>ut  the  rigour  of  the  co! 

-Jit  it  upon  y  \ourlui,  Take 

to  live  ,  and  iet  your  dL 

fccond  wint 

at  lead  Dim- 

mer  ' 
bro11  '       I 

of 
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of  fruit  was  a  n;.,ll  tl.uu-ring  one,  and  all  nipped  in  the 
bud  by  fruit  and  fnow,  in  April.  1  (hall  not  have  a 
fingle  peach  or  apricot. 

I  have  nothing  to  tell  you  from  hence,  concerning 
public  affairs,  but  what  you  read  as  well  in  the  news- 
papers. This  only  is  extraordinary  :  that  laft  week,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  above  ten  millions  were  grant- 
ed, and  the  whole  Hanover  army  taken  into  Britifh  pay, 
with  but  one  fingle  negative,  which  was  Mr.  Viner's. 

Mr.  Pitt  gains  ground  in  the  clofet,  and  yet  does  not 
lofe  it  in  the  public.  That  is  new. 

Monfieur  Kniphaufen  has  dined  with  me  ;  he  is  one  of 
the  prettied  fellows  I  have  feen  ;  he  has,  with  a  great 
deal  of  life  and  fire,  les  manures  d*  im  bonnets  bowtne,  et  k 
ton  ds  la  parfaitement  bonne  comp-ignis.  You  like  him. 
yourfelf  -,  try  to  be  like  him:  it  is  in  your  power. 

I  hear  that  Mr.  Mitchel  is  to  be  recalled,  notwith- 
flanding  the  King  of  PrufTia's  inftances  to  keep  him.  But 
why,  is  a  fecret  that  I  cannot  penetrate. 

You  will  not  fail  to  offer  the  Landgrave,  and  thePrin- 
cefs  of  HefTc  (who  I  find  are  going  home)  to  be  their 
agent  and  commiflioner.  at  Hamburgh. 

I  cannot  comprehend  the  prefent  (late  of  Ruflla,  nor 
the  motions  of  their  armies.  They  change  their  Gene- 
rals once  a  week  ;  fometimes  they-  march  with  rapidity, 
and  now  they  he  quiet  behind  the  Viflu'a.  We  have 
a  thoufand  (lories  here  of  the  interior  of  that  government, 
none  of  which  i  believe.  Some  fay,  that  the  Great  Duke 
will  be  fet  afide.  WoronzofFis  faid  to  be  intirely  a 
Frenchman,  and  that  Monfieur  del'Hopital  governs  both 
him  and  the  Court.  Sir  C.  W.  is  faid,  by  his  indifcre- 
tions,  to  have  can  fed  the  difgrace  of  Befluchef,  which 
feems  not  impollible.  In  fhort,  every  thing  of  every, 
kind  is  faid,  becaufe,  I  believe,  very  little  is  truly  known 
A  propos  of  Sir  C.  W.  ;  he  is  is  out  of  confinement,  and 
gone  to  his  houle  in  the  country  for  the  whole  fummer. 
E  e  2  They 
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They  fay  he  is  now  very  cool  and  well  c  fccn  hin 

Circe,  at  her  window  in  Pall-:  is  painted,  pow- 

dered, curled,  and  patched,  and  look 
has  been  ,1.  jn  fuu 

of  all  demands,  but  will  not   accept  of  it.     La  cotntcjfe 
vent  and  I  fancy  faire  autre  cbofeficllep 

.ilere. 


LETTER      C 

-ckheath,  May  the  igth,  1758. 
^D, 

IH  A  V  E  your  letter  of  the  9th  now  before  me,  and 
condole  .11  upon   the  prefent   folitudc  and  in- 

action :.'urgh.     You  are  now  Or 

dignity  and  importance  of  a  confummate  Minifter. 
but,  as  it  were,  a  common  man.     But  this  has,  at  one 
time  or  another,  been  the  cafe  of  mod  great  men  ;  who 
have    r.  .     opportunities  of  exerting 

their   talents.     Tlk  1   mull  fubmit  to  the 

cioufnefs   of  fortune  ;    though   the\ 

improve  urablemoiTK  .  e, 

\\hocoukl  have  though',  Hiatyou  would 

n  the  At  'c.-3  but  the  good    *M 

•  »f  the  North  ordered  it  ib ;  and  now  tl;. 
have   Ic-t  that  p 
ctium  cum  d  ,    to  be  uu 

you  '    do,   th,  1    Cfllpioj    vou,  I    111 

,  both  ul'  f.iily  and  agreeably,     i  that  you 

fhouid     write   fhurt    memoirs  of    that  bufy 

:.ough   cone-. 

arrival   at   I  lamb  be  able  to  put 

them  I  do  not  know  whether 

you  will  give  your  fell"  the  trouble   to  do  it  or 

I  do 
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I  do  know,  that  if  you  will,  olim  b<ec  meminijje  juvabit. 
I  would  have  them  fhort,  but  corred  as  to  fads  and 
dates. 

I  have  told  Alt,  in  the  (Iron geft  manner,  your  lamen- 
tations for  the  lofs  of  the  Houfe  of  Cafiel,  et  il  en  f era 
rapport  a  Jon  Sereniffime  Ma'tre,  When  you  are  quite 
idle,  (as  probably  you  may  be,  fome  time  this  fummer) 
why  fhould  you  not  afk  leave  to  make  a  tour  to  Cafiel 
for  a  week?  which  would  certainly  be  granted  you 
from  hence,  and  which  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  Ion 
proced^  at  Gaffel 

The  King  of  Pruflla  is  probably,  by  this  time,  at  the 
gates  of  Vienna,  making  the  Queen  of  Hungary  really 
do,  what  Monfieur  de  Bellifle  only  threatened;  fign  a 
peace  upon  the  ramparts  of  her  capital  If  fhe  is  obfti- 
nate,  and  will  not,  fhe  muft  fly  either  to  Prefburgh  or  to 
Infpruck,  and  Vienna  muft  fall.  But  I  think  he  will 
offer  her  reafonable  conditions  enough  for  herfelf ;  and  f 
fuppofe,  that,  in  that  cafe,  Caunitz  will  be  reafonable 
enough  to  advife  her  to  accept  of  them.  What  turn 
would  the  war  take  then  ?  Would  the  French  and  Ruf- 
fians carry  it  on  without  her  ?  The  King  of  Pruflla,  and 
the  Prince  of  Brunfwick,  would  foon  fweep  them  out  of 
Germany.  By  this  time  too,  1  believe,  the  French  are 
entertained,  in  America,  with  the  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  ; 
and,  in  confequence  of  that,  Quebec  ;  for  we  have  a 
force  there  equal  to  both  thofe  undertakings,  and  Offi- 
cers there,  now,  that  will  execute,  what  Lord  L 

would  never  fo  much  as  attempt.  His  appointments 
were  too  confiderable  to  let  him  do  any  thing,  that 
might  poffibly  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Lord  Howe,  upon 
feeing  plainly  that  he  was  refolved  to  do  nothing,  had 
afked  leave  to  return,  as  well  as  Lord  Charles  Hay. 

We  have  a  great  expedition  preparing,  and  wKch  will 
foon  be  ready  to  fail  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight  •,  fifteen  thou- 
fand  good  troops,  eighty  battering  cannons,  befides 

E  e  3  mortars, 
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mortars,  and  er  thing  in  abu: 

ther    i  ! 

pointed,  to  command  the  fleet  employed  up 

ditin:  it   is  not  at: 

ignorant  are, 

p  them  ' 

I 
1m';'  |  but  would  not. 

: 
, 

the  king  of 

fa,   will  makv  cxpence 

war)  very  tra^  irtily  \vn 

though  peop!  half  turned  with  the  King  of 

Pruti  Is,   and   will   be  quite  tunnel,  i: 

in  America,  or  at  fla  :  a  m  lint 

-tter  than  this  immoderate  war  of  twelve  millions  a 
year. 

Domeftic   affairs   go  juft  a?  they  did  ,  .e  of 

Newcaftle  and  Mr.  Pitt  jog  on  like  m..  that 

itlom  ar  »ften  quarrelling  ;  bvt 

:'•     Tin 
am  t  he   dill 

the  public  :  <    - 

Do  you  hold  your  r- 
ons  of  Bremen    r.  this   fummcr  p   i; 

trouble  of  informing 

the  l  ,  , and 

of  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  union  of; 

.  -  ;uich 

fomuc!  m  on  the  fide  of  ufeful 

I  am  m<.v  fettled  at  I 
unfeafonab/»,  froft  and  fnow,  and  hot  and  pare 

.ds, 
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winds,  have  deftroyed  all  my  fruit,  and  almoft  my  fruit- 
trees.  1  vegetate  myfelf  little  better  than  they  do  ;  I 
crawl  about  on  foot,  and  on  hodeback  ;  read  a  great 
deal,  and  write  a  little  :  and  am  very  much  yours. 


LETTER      CXI. 

Blackheath,  May  the  3Oth,    1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  no  letter  from  you  to  anfwer,  fo  this  goes  to 
you  unprovoked.  But  a  propos  of  letters  •  you  have 
had  great  honour  done  you,  in  a  letter  from  a  fair  and 
Royal  hand,  no  lefs  than  that  of  her  Roya]  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  CaiTel  ;  fhe  has  written  your  panegyric  to 
her  fitter,  Princefs  Amelia,  who  fent  me  a  compliment 
upon  it.  This  has  likcwife  done  you  no  harm  with  the 
King,  who  faid  gracious  things  upon  that  occafion.  I 
fuppofe  you  had,  for  her  Royal  Highnefs,  thofe  attenti- 
ons, which  I  wifh  to  God  you  would  have,  in  due  pro- 
portions, for  every  body.  You  fee,  by  this  inftance, 
the  effects  of  them  ;  they  are  always  repaid  with  inter- 
eft.  I  am  more  confirmed  by  this  in  thinking,  that  if 
you  can  conveniently,  you  fhould  afk  leave  to  go  for  a 
week  to  CaiTel,  to  return  your  thanks  for  all  favours  re- 
ceived. 

I  cannot  expound  to  myfelf  the  conduct  of  theRufli- 
ans.  There  muft  be  a  trick  in  their  not  marching  with 
more  expedition.  They  bave  either  had  a  fop  from 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  or  they  want  an  animating 
dram  from  France  and  Auftria.  The  King  of  Pruf- 
fia's  conduct  always  explains  itfelf  by  the  events;  and, 
within  a  very  few  days,  we  muft  certainly  hear  of 
fome  very  great  ftroke  from  that  quarter.  I  think  I 
never,  in  my  life,  remember  a  period  of  time  fo  big 
with  great  events  as  the  prefent.  Within  two  months, 

E  e  4.  the 


RS 

the   i 

cided  .        .hall  cen 

hear  of  t  ir  army's 

I 

know   the  good  or  ill  fucceh  tion  ; 

and  it  ^  we  fha'l 

t  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick 
from  whom  I  alfo  expect  good  things.     If  all  tli 
turn  out,  as  there  is  good  reafon  to   believe  i 

•ay  once,  in  our  turn,  dictate  a  reafonable  peace  to 
ce,  who  D  s  feventy  per  cent,  infurance  upon 

its  trade,  and  feven  per  cent,  infur  .ill  the  m 

raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 

Comte  Bothmar  has  got  the  fmall-pox,  and  of  a 
kind.     Kniphaufen  diverts  himfelf  tDOch  1 
all  places  and  all  people,  and  is  ubiquity  itfelf.  Mitchel, 
\vho  was  much  threatened,  flays  at  laft  at  Berlin,  at  the 
earned  requeft  of  the  King  of  Pruilia.     Lady  *  *  *   is 
delivered  of  a  fon,  to  the  great  joy  of  that  noble 
family.     The  exprefiion,   of  a  woman's  having  brought 
her  hufhand  a  fon,  feems  to  be  a  proper  and  can 
one;   for  it  ;  f.iid,   from  whence. 

as  going  to  afk  you  how  you  pafs  your  time  now 
•mburgh,  free  it  is  no  longer  the  feat  '>! 
and  ol  l  ut  I  will  not  ;  bccaufe  I  know  it 

no  purp  ]  to  tell  me. 

Sir  Willian  d  to 

fend  him  fome  old  1  I  imburgh, 

did  — iiot.      It          .     ncct    with   any   fuperlatively  good, 

Y  fend  over  a/owJ  ,  and  wn- 

I   (h.ill  l-,.ivc  a   fhare  in  it.     But  unlefs  you 

;  at  Bremen,  nonly 

:rs. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CXII. 

Blackheath,  June  the  i3th,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THE  fecret  is  out ;  St.  Malo  is  the  devoted  place. 
Our  troops  began  to  land  at  the  Bay  of  Cancale 
the  5th,  without  any  oppofition.  We  have  no  farther 
accounts  yet,  but  expect  fome  every  moment.  By  the 
plan  of  it,  which  I  have  feen,  it  is  by  no  means  a  weak 
place  ;  and  I  fear  there  will  be  many  hats  to  be  difpofed 
of,  before  it  is  taken.  There  are  in  the  port  above 
thirty  privateers;  about fixteen  of  their  own,  and  about 
as  many  taken  from  us. 

Now  for  Africa,  where  we  have  had  great  fuccefs. 
The  French  have  been  driven  out  of  all  their  forts  and 
fettlements  upon  the  gum  coaft,  and  upon  the  river  Se- 
negal. They  had  been  many  years  in  pofleffion  of  them, 
and  by  them  annoyed  our  African  trade  exceedingly ; 
which,  by  the  way,  tout  proportion  gardte,  is  the  moft 
lucrative  trade  we  have.  The  prefent  booty  is  like- 
^wife  very  confiderable,  in  gold  duft,  and  gum  feneca ; 
which  is  a  very  valuable,  by  being  a  very  neceflary 
commodity,  for  all  our  (lained  and  printed  linens. 

Now  for  America.  The  lead  fanguine  people  here 
expect,  the  latter  end  of  this  month  or  the  beginning 
of  the  next,  to  have  the  account  of  the  taking  of  Cape 
Breton,  and  of  all  the  forts  with  hard  names  in  North 
America. 

Captain  Clive  has  long  fince  fettled  Afia  to  our  fa- 
tisfa&ion  ;  fo  that  three  parts  of  the  world  look  very 
favourable  for  us.  Europe,  I  fubmit  to  the  care  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  ;  and 
think  they  will  give  a  good  account  of  it.  France  is 
out  of  luck,  and  out  of  courage  ;  and  will,  I  hope,  be 
enough  out  of  fpirits  to  fubmit  to  a  reafonable  peace. 

By 
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By  reafonable,  I  mca  people  call 

I  have  let  all  right  with  1  not 

own    that  he  was  at   all  offended,  ],  as  yo  . 

that  his  dauglu,  r  d  d  r.nt 

enough  at  Hamburgh,   for  y  to  know  that  fhe 

was  there.     But  people  are  always  afhamc  i  the 

little  weakne;  :f-love,  which,  however,  all  p 

feel  more  or  lets.     The  cxcui 

I  will  lend  you   your  quadrille- :  the  firfl 

port  '.lathi. is 

when 

ui  play   with  women, 
either  win,  or  know  v 

M;i  R  Mr.  — ,    next   week.     Who  pi 

Lovf,  proffers  Death,    lays    \V 

opinion,   the  conclufion  muft  inftantly  choak  the  little 
,-.     Admiral  *  marries  I  .ady  *  *  *  \  there  the  dan- 
ger, if  danger  is,  will  be  on  the  other  fid 
has  wanted  a  man  fo  long,  that  fne  now  compounds  for 
half  a  one.     Half  a  loaf 

I  have  been  worfe  fmce  my  laft  letter ;  but  am  now, 
I  think,   recovering;  taut  i<a  la  crucbe 
I  have  been  there  very  often. 

od  night.     1  i:;d  truly  yours. 

J.  K  T  T  E  R     CX1II. 

\he*th,  June  the  lyth,  r 

YOU  cither  have  received  already,  or  will 
,   a  little  cafe  from  A 

you  at  Hamburgh.     It  is  for  Princefs  Amelia,  the  ' 
of  PrulTia's  lifter,    and  contains  fome  bocl  h  fhc 

cd  Sir  Charles  Hotham   to  procure  h 
land,  fo  long  ago  as  when  he  Berlin  ;  he  fcnt  for 
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them  immediately  •,  but,  by  I  do  not  know  what  puzzle, 
they  were  recommended  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Selwyn,  at 
Paris,  who  took  fuch  care  of  them,  that  he  kept  them 
near  three  years  in  his  warehoufe,  and  has  at  lad  fent 
them  to  Amllerdam,  from  whence  they  are  fent  to  you. 
If  the  books  are  good  for  any  thing,  they  mud  be  con- 
fiderably  improved,  by  having  feen  fo  much  of  the 
world  ;  but,  as  I  believe  they  are  Englifh  books,  per- 
haps they  may,  like  Englifh  travellers,  have  feen  no- 
body, but  the  feveral  bankers  to  whom  they  were  con- 
figned  ;  be  that  as  it  will,  I  think  you  had  beft  deliver 
them  to  Monfieur  Hecht,  the  PruiTian  Minifter  at  Ham- 
burgh, to  forward  to  her  Royal  Highnefs,  with  a  re- 
fpectful  compliment  from  you,  which  you  will,  no  doubt, 
turn  in  the  bed  manner ;  and,  felon  k  Ion  ton  de  la  par- 
faitement  bonne  compagnie. 

You  have  already  feen  in  the  papers,  all  the  particu- 
lars of  our  St.  Male's  expedition,  fo  I  fay  no  more  of 
that ;  only  that  Mr.  Pitt's  friends  exult  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  three  French  fhips  of  war,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  privateers  and  trading  fhips  ;  and  affirm,  that  it 
flopped  the  march  of  threefcore  thoufand  men,  who 
were  going  to  join  the  Comte  de  Clermont's  army.  On 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Fox  and  Company  call  it  breaking 
windows  with  guineas  ;  and  apply  the  fable  of  the 
Mountain  and  the  Moufe.  The  next  object  of  our  fleet 
was  to  be  the  bombarding  of  Granville,  which  is  the 
great  entrep'tof  thefr  Newfoundland  fifhery.  and  will  be 
a  confiderable  lofs  to  them  ipjjjfcat  branch  of  their  trade. 
Thefe,  you  will  perhaps r!llay,  are  no  great  matters,  and 
J  fay  fo  too ;  but,  at  lead,  they  are  figns  of  life,  which 
we  had  not  given  for  many  years  before  ^  and  will  fhow 
the  French,  by  our  invading  them,  that  we  do  not  fear 
their  invading  us.  Were  thofe  invafions,  in  fifhing 
boats  from  Dunkirk,  fo  terrible  as  they  were  artfully 
reprefented  to  be,  the  French  would  have  had  an  op- 
portunity 
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port  executing  them,  while  cur  fleet,  and 

confiderablc  e  emplo\ 

their  coad.     Rut  my  Lord  Ligonicr  dots  not  u-unt  a,. 
*l  borne. 

The  P.:  ;   is   prorogued   by    a   mod   ; 

fpeech,  neit!  r  from  h  too  ill 

to  go  to  i  s  and  Gentlemen  are,  con- 

fequently,  mod  of  them,  gone  Counties, 

to  do  (to  be  fure)  all  the  good  tl:  amended  to 

them    in    the   fpcxch.     London,  I  am  told,  is  non- 
empty, for  I  cannot  fay  fo  from  knowledge.     1  \ 
wholly  here.     I  walk  and  read  a  great  deal,  ride  and 
fcribble  a   little,  according  as  my  head  allows,  or  my 
fpirits  prompt;  to  write  any  thing  tolerable,    the  mind 
mud  be  in  a  natural,  proper  di'pofition  •   j 
in  that  cafe,  as  well  as  in  another,   will  only  produce 
miferable,  abortive  performances. 

Now  that  you  have  (as  I  fuppofe)  full  leifure  enough, 
I  wifh  you  would  give  yourfclf  the  trouble,   or  rat! 
the  pleafurc,  to  do  what  I  hinted  to  you  fome  time  a 
that  is,   to  write  fhort  memoirs    of  thofe  affairs  which 
have  either  gone  through  your  hands,  or  that  have  come 
to  your  certain  knowledge,   from   the  inglorious  battle 
of  Hadenbeck,  to  the  dill  more   fcandalous  Treaty 
Neutrality.     Conn  .rt,  if  it  be  by  ever   fo  fhort 

note?,    the  pieces  a  rs  which  you  mud  neceflarily 

have  in  your  hands,  and  throw  in  the  authentic  anec- 
dotes that  you  -bably  heard.     You  will  be  glad 

icn  you  have  done  it  now,  and  the  reviving  pad  idc 

fome  order  and  method,  will   be  an  infinite  com! 

I  have  a  thoufand  times  regretted  not 

.ing  done  fo  ;  it  is  at  prefent,  too  late  for  me  to  be- 

light  time  fur  you,  and  your  life  is  likely 

v  one.     Would  young  men  avail  themfelves 

of  the  advice  and  experience  of  their  old   friends,  they 

would  find  the  utility  in  their  jouth,  and  the  comfort 

of 
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>f  it  in  their  more  advanced  age  ;  but  they  feldom  con- 
ider  that,  and  you,  lefs  than  any  body  I  ever  knew, 
lay  you  Toon  grow  wifer !       Adieu. 


TVvTV    T^ 


LETTER      CXIV. 

Blackheath,  June  the  3oth, 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  I  S  letter  follows  my  lafl  very  clofe  ;  but  I  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  i5th  in  the  fhort  interval. 
You  did  very  well  not  to  buy  any  Rhcnifh,  at  the  ex- 
orbitant price  you  mention,  without  farther  directions  ; 
for  both  my  brother  and  I  think  the  money  better  than 
the  wine,  be  the  wine  ever  fo  good.  We  will  content 
ourfelves  with  our  flock  in  hand  of  humble  Rhenim,  of 
about  three  (hillings  a  bottle.  However,  pour  la  rarete 
du  fait)  I  will  lay  out  twelve  ducats,  for  twelve  bottles 
of  the  wine  of  1665,  by  way  of  an  eventual  cordial,  if 
you  can  obtain  a  fe  natus  confultum  for  it.  I  am  in  no 
hurry  for  it,  fo  fend  it  me  only  when  you  can  conve- 
niently ;  well  packed  up,  s'entend. 

tYou  will,  I  dare  fay,  have  leave  to  goto  CafTel  ;  and 
you  do  go,  you  will  perhaps  think  it  reafonable,  that 
who  was  the  advifer  of  the  journey,  mould  pay  the 
pence  of  it.  I  think  fo  too,  and  therefore,  if  you  go, 
I  will  remit  the  jool.  which  you  have  calculated  it  at. 
You  will  find  the  Houie  of  Cartel  the  houfe  of  gladnefs  -9 
for  Hanau  ij^already,  or  muft  be  foon,  delivered  of  its 
French  gu<4^ 

The  Prince  of  Brunfwick's  victory  is,  by  all  the  fkil- 
ful,  thought  a  chef  d*  ceuvre,  worthy  of  Turenne,  Conde, 
or  the  mod  illuftrious  human  butchers.  The  French 
behaved  better  than  at  Rofbach,  efpecially  the  Cara- 
biniers  Royaux,  who  could  not  be  entamls.  I  wifh  the 
fiege  of  Olmutz  well  over,  and  a  victory  after  it  ;  and 

that, 
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that,  with  good   news  from  America,  which,   I  t 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  of,  muft  procure  us  a  good 
peace  at  the  end  of  the  year.     The  Prince  of  Pn; 
death  is  no  public  misfortune  ;  there  was  a  jealoufy  and 
alienation  between  the  King  and  him,  which  could  ne- 
ver have  been  made  up  between  the  pofieflbr  of  the 
crown  and  the  next  heir  to  it.     He  will  make  fomething 
of  his  nephew,  s'il  eft  du  bois  dint  on  en  fait.     \ 
young  enough  to  forgive,  and  to  be  forgiven,  the  pol- 
feflion  and  the  expedtative,   at  lead  for  fume  y 
Adieu !   I  am  unwell,  but  affection  a  tely  yours. 


LETTER    CXV. 

Blackhearh,  July  the  iRth,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY    I    received   your   letter   of  the 
4th  ;  and  my  lad  will  have  informed  you  that  I 
had  received  your  former,  concerning  the  Rhenifh,  a- 
bout   which   I  gave  you  inftruftions.     If  vinitm  M 
num  eft  omni  tempore  fimim,  as  the  chapter  of  Trevt 
ferts,   what   muft   this  vinum  m    be,     from    its 

fuperior  ftrength  and  age?    It  muft  be    the   uni -, 
panacea. 

Captain  Howe  is  to  fail  -  h  ibmewhere  or  ano- 

ther,  with  about   8000  land  f  board  him  • 

is  much  more,    Edu  ce     It  is 

y  are  going;  but  I  thi;,k  it  is  no 
r,  that  what '16,000  men  and  a  greiPSfl< 
not  do,  will  not  be  done   by  800     ,  ;   a   much 

fmaller  fleer.     About  I'.orfe,   fc<  dragoons, 

mbarkir.g,  ;i  tluy  can,   for  Embden,   to  rc- 

:  Jinanvl's  army  ;   late,   and  few,   tube 
but  fti!  than  ne~. 

rations  in  Morav.  \   Olmutz  fcems  to 

be 
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be  a  tough  piece  of  work :  I  own  I  begin  to  be  in  pain 
for  the  King  of  Pruffia  ;  for  the  Ruffians  now  march  in 
earned,  and  Marechal  Daun's  army  is  certainly  fuperior 
in  number  to  his.  God  fend  him  a  good  delivery ! 

You  have  a  Danifh  army  now  in  your  neighbourhood, 
and  they  fay  a  very  fine  one ;  I  prefume  you  will  go  to 
fee  it,  and,  if  you  do,  I  would  advife  you  to  go  when 
the  Danifh  Monarch  comes  to  review  it  himfelf  •  pour 
prendre  Langue  de  ce  Seigneur.  The  Rulers  of  the  earth 
are  all  worth  knowing  ;  they  fuggeft  moral  reflections  : 
and  the  refpedt  that  one  naturally  has  for  God's  Vicege- 
rents here  on  earth,  is  greatly  increafed  by  acquaintance, 
with  them. 

Your  card-tables  are  gone,  and  they  enclofe  fome 
fuits  of  clothes,  and  fome  of  thefe  clothes  enclofe  a 
letter. 

Your  friend  Lady  *  *  is  gone  into  the  country  with 
her  Lord,  to  negociate,  coolly  and  at  leifure,  their  in- 
tended feparation.  My  Lady  infifts  upon  my  Lord's 
difmifTing  the  1  *,  as  ruinous  to  his  fortune;  my 
Lord  infifts,  in  his  turn,  upon  my  Lady's  difmifling 
Lord  *  *  ;  my  Lady  replies,  that  that  is  unreafonable., 
fmce  Lord  *  *  creates  no  expence  to  the  family,  but 
rather  the  contrary.  My  Lord  confeffes,  that  there  is 
fome  weight  in  this  argument ;  but  then  pleads  fenti- 
ment  :  my  Lady  fays,  a  fiddleilick  for  fentiment,  af- 
ter having  been  married  fo  long.  How  this  matter 
will  end,  is  in  the  womb  of  time,  nam  fuit  ante  Pie- 
knam. 

You  did  very  well  to  write  a  congratulatory  letter  to 
Prince  Ferdinand  -,  fuch  attentions  are  always  right,  and 
always  repaid  in  fome  way  or  other. 

I  am  glad  you  have  connected  your  negotiations  and 
anecdotes ;  and  I  hope,  not  with  your  ufual  laconifm. 
Adieu!  Yours. 

LETTER 
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T     T     E    R       CXVI. 

Blackheath,  Auguft  the  ift,  175?. 

NO, 

1  Think  the  Court  of  Cartel  is  more  likely  to  make 
you  a  fecond  vifit  at  Hamburgh,  tha  :e  to  re- 

turn theirs  at  Cafiijl  ;  and  therefore,  till  that  : 
clearer,    I  t  mention  it  to  Lord  Holdernefle. 

By  the  King  of  PrufTia's  difappointmcnt  in  Moravia, 
by  the  approach  of  the  Ruflians,  and  the  intended 
march  of  Monfieur  de  Soubize  to  Hanover,  the  waters 
feem  to  me  to  be  as  much  troubled  as  ever.  Jc 
trcs  noir  aflucllement ;  I  fee  fwarms  of  Auflrians,  French, 
Imperialifts,  Swedes,  and  Ruflians,  in  all  near  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  men,  furrounding  the  King  of  Pruflia  and 

rdinand,   who  have  about  a  third  of  that  • 
ber.     Hitherto,  they  have  only  buzzed,  but  n 
they  \vill  (ling. 

The  immediate  danger  of  this  country  is  being  dr< 
ed  i  f  >r  it  has  not  ceafed  raining  theie  three  months,  and 
withal  is  extremely  cold.     This  neither  agrees  with  me 
telf,  nor  in   its  confequc  tor  it  hinders  me 

mg  my  need:  kes  me  very 

umctll.     As  my  head  is  always  the  pai  ting,  and 

is  fo  at  prefer  write 

without  a  head  ;  : 

LETTER  VII. 

khcath,  Augufl  the  2Qth,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FP 

A7OUR  Secr«  brought  me  ' 

A     news,   that  the  fever  had   Itft  you,  and  1  will  be- 
lieve that  it  has-,  but  a  poll  .  it,  of  only 
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lines,  under  your  own  hand,  would  have  convinced, 
me  more  effectually  of  your  recovery.  An  intermitting 
fever,  in  the  intervals  of  the  paroxyfms,  would  furely 
have  allowed  you  to  have  written  a  very  few  lines  with 
your  own  hand,  to  tell  me  how  you  were ;  and  till  I  receive 
a  letter  (as  fliort  as  jyou  pleafe)  from  yourfelf,  I  fhall 
doubt  of  the  exact  truth  of  any  other  accounts. 

I  fend  you  no  news,  bccaufe  I  have  none ;  Cape 
Breton,  Cherbourg,  &c.  are  now  old  (lories  ;  we  expect 
a  new  one  foon  from  Commodore  Howe,  but  from 
whence  we  know  not.  From  Germany  we  hope  for 
good  news ;  I  confefs  I  do  not,  I  only  wifh  it.  The 
King  of  Pruflia  is  marched  to  fight  the  Ruffians,  and  I 
believe  will  beat  them,  if  they  (land  ;  but  what  then  ? 
What  fhall  he  do  next,  v/ith  the  three  hundred  and 
fourfcore  thoufand  men,  now  actually  at  work  upon 
him  ?  He  will  do  all  that  man  can  do,  but  at  laft  il  foot 
fuc  cornier. 

Remember  to  think  yourfelf  lefs  well  than  you  are, 
in  order  to  be  quite  fo:  be  very  regular,  rather  longer 
than  you  need  ;  and  then  there  will  be  no  danger  of  a 
relapfe.  God  blefs  you. 

LETTER       CXVIII. 

Blackheath,  September  the  5  th,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  with  great  pleafure,  your  letter  of  the  stad 
Auguft  i  for,   by  not  having  a  line  from  you  in  your 
Secretary's  two  letters,  I  fufpected  that  you  were  worfe 
than  he  cared  to  tell  me  ;   and  fo  far  I  was  in  the  right, 
that   your  fever  was  more  malignant  than   intermitting 
ones  generally  are;    which  feldom   confine   people  to 
their  bed,  or  at  mod  only  the  days  of  the  paroxyfms. 
Now  that,  thank  God,  you  are  well  again,  though  weak, 
do  not  be  in  too  much  hafte  to  be  better  and  ftronger : 
VOL,  II,  F  f  leave 
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,  \\hich,  •-•,   will  i 

both  your  health  loon  as  llic  ihould 

cool  for.  r  low,  inftead  oi 

-ing  thi: 
Your  manner  of  making  prefents  is  nob!- 

»ic  dl  tin  prcttx  ( 

'.:ie,  to  prevent  any  returns;  for  it  is  impoflible 

that  a  \vinc   which  has  counted  f<>  many   Sir.dicks,  that 

cred  by  a  ffnatits  confultum,  and  is  the 

i    the  N  >uld  be  l  a  bot- 

i 

o  public  magazi 

of  tl  •':..:  ,  1  ,  cod  more;  fo  that,  lam 

1,  yourprefcnt  is  much  more  valuable  than  you 
. 

re  I  am  interrupted,   by  rccc  -r  of 

that  you  arc  able  to  undc : 
the  motion,   the  air,   the  new 
.    r.-,e  every  thing,  will  do  you  good,  provided  you 
.  .age  yo-; 

•    fhall  \  be  accepted 

i   but,  as  in  cor.;  think  fifty  pound 

too  little,  dgrave,  and  efpecially  at 

Brcm  !iis  whole  nation  kr. 

.Id  fifty  me: 

them  .  fee  the  1  Ro.al  of 

Icnfible  you  arc  < 

,ou  know  Hie 

The  Ki:y,  ( •'  •  the  vicl 

in  fome  mcaiure,  foretold  ;  and  as  he  has  taken  /./  Giifft 

;  Ritjjcs 

\' point  £  argent,  ;  Suifff%  is 

not  ti  I  Iclvetic  body,  than />*/'«/</'  ar- 

%enty  point  de  Rujjt,  is  of  the  favagesof  the  TwoRi 
not  excepting  the  Autocracice  of  them  both.  Serbelloni, 

I  be- 
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I  believe,  ftands  next  in  his  Pruflian  Majefty's  lid  to  be 
beaten  -,  that  is,  if  he  will  (land  ;  as  the  Prince  de  Sou- 
bize  does  in  Prince  Ferdinand's,  upon  the  fame  condi- 
tion. If  both  thefe  things  happen,  which  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  we  may  hope  for  a  tolerable  peace  this  win- 
ter ;  for,  an  bout  du  compte,  the  King  of  Pruflia  cannot 
hold  out  another  year;  and  therefore  he  fhould  make 
the  beft  of  thefe  favourable  events,  by  way  of  nego- 
tiation. 

I  think  I  have  written  a  great  deal,  with  an  actual 
giddinefsof  head  upon  me.  So  adieu. 

I  am  glad  you  have  received  my  letter  of  the  Ides  of 


LETTER      CXIX. 

Blackheath,  September  the  8th,  175$, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THIS  letter  fhall  be  fhort,  being  only  an  explana- 
tory note  upon  my  laft  ;  for  I  am  not  learned 
enough,  nor  yet  dull  enough,  to  make  my  comment 
much  longer  than  my  text.  I  told  you  then,  in  my  for- 
mer letter,  that  with  your  leave,  (which  I  will  fuppofe 
granted)  I  would  add  fifty  pounds  to  your  draught  for 
that  fum  ;  now  left  you  fhould  mifunderftand  this,  and 
wait  for  the  remittance  of  that  additional  fifty  from 
hence,  know  then  my  meaning  was,  that  you  fhould 
likewife  draw  upon  me  for  it  when  you  pleafe  j  which, 
I  prefume,  will  be  more  convenient  to  you. 

Let  the  pedants,  whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  believe  lies, 
or  the  poets,  whofe  trade  it  is  to  invent  them,  match 
the  King  of  PrulTia  with  a  hero,  in  ancient  or  modern 
flory,  if  they  can.  He  difgraces  hiftory,  and  makes 
one  give  fome  credit  to  romances.  Calprenede's  Juba 
does  not  now  feem  fo  abfurd  as  formerly, 

F  f  a  I  have 
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I  have  been  extremely  ill  this  whole  fummer  ^  but  am 
now  fomething  better  ;  however,   I  perceive,  que  i 
et  k  corps  baiffctit ;   the  former  is  the  lad   thing  that  any 
body  will  tell  me,  or  own  when  I  tell  it  them;  but  I 
know  it  is  true.         Adieu. 


LETTER       CXX. 

Blackheath,  September  22d,  1758. 
My  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  received  no  letter  from  you,  fince  you  left 
Hamburgh  ;  I  prefume  that  you  are  perfectly  reco- 
vered, but  it  might  not  have  been  improper  to  have 
told  me  fo.  I  am  worfe  and  worfe,  weaker  ar,d  weaker 
every  day ;  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  leave  this  place  next 
Monday,  and  fet  out  for  Bath  a  few  days  afterwards.  I 
fhould  not  take  all  this  trouble  merely  to  prolong  the 
fag-end  of  a  life,  from  which  I  can  expect  no  pleafure, 
and  others  no  utility  ;  but  the  cure,  or  at  leafl  the  miti- 
gation, of  thofe  ph)fical  ills  which  make  that  life 
a  load,  while  it  does  lad,  is  worth  any  trouble  and  at- 
tention. 

We  are  come  off  hut  fcurvily  from  our  fecond  at- 
tempt upon  St.  Malo;  it  is  our  laft  for  this  feafon  ;  and, 
in  my  mind,  fhould  be  our  latt  for  ever,  unlefs  we  were 
to  fend  fo  great  a  tea  and  land  force,  as  to  give  us  a 
moral  certainty  of  taking  fome  place  of  great  importance, 
fuch  as  Bred,  Rochcfort,  or  Toulon. 

Monfieur  MCinchaufen  embarked  yefterday,  ashefaid, 
for  Prince  Ferdinand's  army  ;  but  as  it  is  not  generally 
thought  that  his  military  fkil!  can  be  of  any  great  ufe  to 
that  Prince,  people  conjecture,  that  his  bufinefs  muft 
be  of  a  very  different  nature,  and  fufpect  feparate  nego- 
tiations, neutralities,  and  what  not.  Kniphaufen  does 
p,ot  relifh  it  in  the  kaft,  ai.d  is  by  no  means  fatisficd 

with 


T  O    H  I  S    S  C 

that  have  been  e  r  it.     Be- 

fore he  ca  re,  I  reckon  that  feme-  :ifi\e 

will  have  par.  :f  to    th: 

the  King  of  Prufila,  he  is  crulhed  ;  but  if,  on  the  cc 
ry,  he  fhould  get  a  complete  v  d  he  does  rot  get 

half  vide:  ~s,   the  winter  may  pro- 

bably produce  him  and  us  a  reafonabie  peace.     I  look, 
upon  Ruflia  a  .bat  for  fome  time  ;  France  is 

certainly  6ck  of  the  war,  under  an  unambitious  K 
and  an  incapc.  ilry,  if  the:.  at  all: 

iled  by  thofe  t\vo  powers,  the  Emprefs  Queen  had 
better  be  quiet.  n  in  the  fituatioa 

of  the  King  of  Pruiih,  I  mould  net 
him  ruined  ;  but  he  is  fuch  a  prodigy  of  a  man,   that  I 
will  only  lay,  1  fear  he  will  be  ruined.  It  is  by  this  time 
decided. 

Your  Caflel  Court  at  Bremen  is,    I  doubt,   rot  very 
did,  money  mud  be  wanting-,  but,  however,  I  dare 
fay,  their  table  is  always  good,  for  the  Landgrave  is  a 
Gourmand ;  and  as  you  are  dcmeftic  there.  .v  be 

iotoo,  and  recruit  your  Icfs  af  fiefh  frcrr 
but  do  not  recruit  too  faft,  :eu. 

LETTER     CX 

London.  .....    | 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Am  forry  to  find  that  you  had  a  retv.-  :r  fever  ; 

but,  to  lay  the  :  deferved 

if,  for  not  carrying  Dr.  Middieton's  bark  and  preicrip- 
tion  with  you.     I  forefaw  that  ycu  would  I  /.rfelf 

cured  toofoon,  and  g;.  ig  :>f  it;  b. : 

.  is  Chait  lid  of  his 

let  us  lock,  forwards.     You  did  very  prudently  to 
return  to  Hamburgh,  to  good  bark,  anc?,  I  hope,  a  good 
ciau.     Make  all  fure   there  bdore  you  ftir  : 

::  Cf 
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• 

are 

fible 

returning  to  Bremen  ; 

it,  both  with  rcg..;  to  the  diftinc- 

: 

lily. 

Now  to  Lord  Holder- 

neflfc  has   been  extremely 
all  u 

vice.     The  hi:.t  is  ph. 
it)  procure  y 

:he  fingle  qucflion  is, 

It  will  be  two  months  bti  pofli- 

nether  by  Tea  or  by   ' 
:nc  and  i'.  sone 

' 

her ;  waters  here  in  that  fea- 

fon,  : 

ing  all  of  th  v  h.it 

\voulddo  you  more  '  IKS  con' 

of  Commons,  in!  v.hich  there 

will  probably  be                         fi0Q  ;  v '. 

11  necefi  I,      1  compare 

upon  th  (,  to  lq  Groti . 

,  now,  negotiati- 
ons will  certainly  befl 

the  northern  ones,  you  arc  fcnfibk .  ;  im- 

[amburgh,   \  probably 

your  fti.i  'ps  a  meritorious  one.     Up- 

on 
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on  the  whole,  therefore,  I  would  advife  you  to  write  a 
very  civil  letter  to  Lord  Holderneffe  ;  and  to  tell  him, 
that,  though  you  cannot  hope  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  his  Ma- 
jefly's  affairs  any  where,  yet,  in  the  prefent  unfcttled 
date  of  the  North,  it  is  poflible  that  unforefeen  accidents 
may  throw  it  in  your  way  to  be  of  fome  little  fervice, 
and  that  you  would  not  willingly  be  out  of  the  way  of 
•thofe  accidents  ;  but  that  you  fhall  be  mod  extremely 
obliged  to  his  Lordfhip,  if  he  will  procure  you  his  Ma- 
jelly's  gracious  permillion,  to  return  for  a  few  months  in 
the  fpring,  when  probably  affairs  will  be  more  fettled 
one  way  or  another.  When  things  tend  nearer  to  a  fet- 
tlement,  and  that  Germany,  from  the  vyant  of  money  or 
men,  or  both,  breathes  peace  more  than  war,  I  {hall  foli- 
cit  Burrifh's  commiflion  for  you,  which  is  one  of  the  mod 
agreeable  ones  in  his  Majedy's  gift  •  and  I  fhall  by  no 
means  defpair  of  fuccefs.  Now  that  I  have  given  you 
my  opinion  upon  this  affair,  which  does  not  make  a  dif- 
ference of  above  three  months,  or  four  at  moil,  I  would 
not  be  underftood  to  mean  to  force  your  own,  if  it 
fhould  happen  to  be  different  from  mine ;  but  mine,  I 
think,  is  more  both  for  your  health  and  your  interefl. 
However,  do  as  you  pleafe  ;  may  you  in  this,  and  every 
thing  elfe,  do  for  the  befl!  fo  God  blefsyou. 

LETTER       CXXII. 

Bath,  October  the  iSih,   1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received  by  the  fame  pod  your  two  letters  of  the 
29th  pail,  and  of  the  3d  inflant.     The  lad  tells  me, 
that  you  are  perfectly  recovered  •  and  your  rcfolution  of 
going  to  Bremen   in    three  or  four  days  proves  it ;  for 
furely  you  would  not  undertake  that  journey  a  fecond 
time,  and  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  .without  feeling  your 
Ff4  health 


health  folidly  rcftored  in  all  events,  I  Imp 

ith  you,      1  think 
your  attention  to  her  '  lighnefs  IT  ay  be  of  ufc  to 

attentio  lorts  o!' 

repaid  ir.  ,   though 

real  obligations  are  not.     For  inflance  ;  Lord  Titchfteld, 
who  has  been  with  you  at  Hambu: 
count  to    the  Duke  and  Dutchcfs  of"  1 
here,  of  thec  much 

pleated,  and  they  delighted  with.     At  this  rat 
do  not  take  L  I  will  get  the  unmanly  reputation 

of  a  well-bred  ma  .  ourcoi;  .  rotr, 

Jifown  you 

I  have  received,  and  tafted  of  your  prefcnt  ^  which  is 

'grand  r:«,   bin  rdial  to  the  ftom.ich  than 

pleafant  to  the  palate.     I  keep  ,  only  to  take 

occafionally,    in  little  diforders  of  my  ftomach  ;  a: 

thofc  believe,  it  is  \vhol (bmcr  than  (Ironger  cor* 

I  have  been  now  here  a  fortnight ;  and  though  I  arn 
rtcr  than  wh'r.  I  i  ainc,  1  am  ftill  far  from  well. 
My  hr;ul    is  giddier  than  becomes  a  head   of  ' 

-t-rcd  its  retentive  faculty, 
.larly  to  wiitc,  docs  not  ai  pre* 

L  K        C\\-II. 

B«n 
FRIF.N 

YOUR  letter  has  quirted  my  alarms  ;  for  I  fir.d  by 
it,  that  you  .  II  recovered  as  you  could  be 

•ir  bufincfs  now,  to  keep  your- 
ufty following Df,  Multiktoi/s  di- 
r.sto  be  a  rations!  and  knowing  n 

Soap 
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Soap  and  (leel  are,  unqueftionably,  the  proper  medicines 
for  your  cafe  ^  but,  as  they  are  alteratives,  you  mud 
take  them  for  a  very  long  time,  fix  months  at  lead  ; 
and  then  drink  chalybeate  waters.  I  am  fully  per fuad- 
cd,  that  this  was  your  original  complaint  in  Carni(Ja; 
which  thofe  ignorant  phyficians  called,  in  their  jargon, 
Arthritis  vaga,  and  treated  as  fuch.  But  now,  that  the 
true  caufe  of  your  illnefs  is  difcovered,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  with  time  and  patience,  on  your  part,  you  will  be 
radically  cured  ;  but,  I  repeat  it  again,  it  mud  be  by  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  courfe  of  thofe  alterative  medi- 
cines abovementioned.  They  have  no  tade  ;  but  if  they 
had  a  bad  one,  I  will  not  now  fuppofe  you  fuch  a  child, 
as  to  let  the  frowardnefs  of  your  palate  interfere  in  the 
lead,  with  the  recovery  or  enjoyment  of  health.  The 
latter  deferves  the  utmoft  attention  of  the  moft  rational 
man  -,  the  former  is  only  the  proper  objed  of  the  care 
of  a  dainty,  frivolous  woman. 

The  run  of  luck,  which  fome  time  ago  we  were  in, 
feems  now  to  be  turned  againft  us.  Oberg  is  complete- 
ly routed  ;  his  PrufTian  Majefty  was  furprized,  (which  I 
am  furprized  at)  and  had  rather  the  word  of  it.  I  am 
in  fome  pain  for  Prince  Ferdinand  ;  as  I  take  it  for  grant- 
ed, that  the  detachment  from  Marechal  de  Contade's 
army,  which  enabled  Prince  Soubize  to  beat  Oberg, 
will  immediately  return  to  the  grand  army,  and  then  it 
will  be  infinitely  fuperior.  Nor  do  I  fee  where  Prince 
Ferdinand  can  take  his  winter  quarters,  unlefshe  retires 
to  Hanover ;  and  that  I  do  not  take  to  be  at  prefent  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Our  fecond  expedition  to  St.  Malo,  I 
cannot  call  fo  much  an  unlucky,  as  an  ill  conducted  one ; 
as  was  alfo  Abercrombie's  affair  in  America.  Mais  il 
ny  a  pas  de  petite  perte  qui  revient  fouvent  -,  and  all  thefe 
accidents,  put  together,  make  a  confiderable  fum  total. 

i  have  found  fa  little  good  by  thefe  waters,  that  I  do 
not  intend  to  day  here  above  a  week  longer :  and  then 

remove 
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rcmc  dy  to  London,  which  ii 

ace,  either  lu  live  or  dk 
I  I 
with  e  and  prudence,  i 


E    T     T     E    R      C 

!>cr  the  2 
!    1  RIF\ 

YO  I  'dinand's  rib- 

bor  .  and  i  am  glad  to 

find  you  thinking  Co  far  before  hand.     It  would 
pretty  commillio:  ngere  wt  to  procu 

The  only  compete  :r,   is  that  of  General 

Yorke,  in  cafe  Prince  Ferdinand  fhould  pafs  any  time 

his  brother  at  the  Hague,    which  is  not  unlikely, 

fmce  he   cannot  go  to  Brunfwick.  to  his  elded  brother, 

upon  account  of  their  fimulatcd  quarrel. 

I  fear  the  piece  is  at  an  end  with  the  King  of  Pruflla, 
and  hen,  ;i  lure    he   may  perfonally  fay 

plaun  n  work  is  expeded  this  fei: 

about  co:  <>  continent :  fome  think 

too  continent,  others  too  little  fo;  but  a  little  tiir, 

;nofl  prudently  and  truly 
clear  up  t 

vcn  ill ;  but  !  ited 

in  a  gooe!  \\hich  he  is  ftill  confined, 

ncrally  t  *!;at  he  would  have  died, 

v  good  rcafon  ;  for  the  oldeft  lion  in  the  Tower, 
much  about  the  !  :cd  a  fortnight  ago.    This 

ifliire  you,  was  believed  by  many 
^J  and  capricious   is  the   h\ 

mind! 

Take 
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Take  care  of  your  health,  as  much  as  you  can  ;  for, 
to  le,  or  not  to  be,  is  a  queftion  of  much  lefs  importance, 
jn  my  mind,  than  to  be  or  not  to  be  well.  Adieu. 

LETTER      CXXV. 

London,  December  the  I5th,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IT  is  a  great  while  fince  I  heard  from  you,  but  I  hope 
that  good,  not  ill  health,  has  been  the  occafion  of  this 
filence  ;  I  will  fuppofe  you  have  been,  or  are  ftill,  at  Bre- 
men, and  engroiled  by  your  Heflian  friends. 

Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  is  moft  certainly  to 
have  the  Garter,  and  I  think  I  have  fecured  you  the  ho- 
nour of  putting  it  on.  When  I  fay  fecured^  I  mean  it  in 
the  fenfe  in  which  that  word  fhould  always  be  under- 
flood  at  Courts,  and  that  is  infecurely ;  I  have  a  promife, 
but  that  is  not  caution  burgeoife.  In  all  events,  do  not 
mention  it  to  any  mortal,  becaufe  there  is  always  a  de- 
gree of  ridicule  that  attends  a  difappointment,  though 
often  very  unjuftly,  if  the  expectation  was  reafonably 
grounded ;  however,  it  is  certainly  moft  prudent  not  to 
.communicate,  prematurely,  one's  hopes  or  one's  fears. 
I  cannot  tell  you  when  Prince  Ferdinand  will  have  it ; 
though  there  are  fo  many  candidates  for  the  other  two 
vacant  Garters,  that  I  believe  he  will  have  his  foon,  and 
by  himfelf,  the  others  mud  wait  till  a  third,  or  rather  a 
fourth  vacancy.  Lord  Rockingham  and  Lord  Holder- 
nefle  are  fecure ;  Lord  Temple  pufhes  ftrongly,  but,  I 
believe,  is  not  fecure.  This  commiiTion  for  dubbing  a 
Knight,  and  fo  diflinguifhed  a  one,  will  be  a  very  agree- 
able and  creditable  one  for  yon,  et  il  fant  'vmis  en  ac- 
qmttcr  galamment.  In  the  days  of  ancient  chivalry,  people 
were  very  nice,  who  they  would  be  knighted  by ;  and, 
if  I  do  not  miftake,  Francis  the  Firft  would  only  be 

knighted 
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knighted  by  the  Che\  ;ird,  qui 

licr  ft  fans  rep  A  no  dou  bt  b  u  t  i  t  u  i ; : 

mcc 

d  received  tl;  hihoud  troni  your 

hands. 

o  eftimatcs  for  the  expcnce  of  the  ye  arc 

made  up;  I  have  i  » 

amount  to?  No  K  \c  miJlu  l»uixiied 

thoufand  pounds.     A  mod  incredible  lum,  and  yet  al- 

nimir  ->ting  fuch  a  Aim, 

and  fuch  fore  tl  d  land,  is  not 

nifhir.g.     ThisisMr.ru;  us  in 

our  ryfs. 

The  King  of  Pruflla  has  nothing  more  to  do  this  year ; 

the  next,  he  mud  begin  where  he  has  left  oft"  1 
wifh  he  would  employ  this  winter  in  concluding  a  fepa- 
rate  peace  with  the  Elector  of  Saxony  ;  which  would 

him  more  elbow  room,  to  acl  againft  France  and 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  put  an  end  at  once  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Diet,  and  the  army  of  the  Em; 
for  then  no  Eftate  of  the  Empire  would  be  invaded  by 
a  co-Eftate,  faithful  aiid  dii: 

garantce  of  the  Treaty  nf  Wellphalia,  would  havrro  pre- 
tence to  continue  its  armies  there.     I  mould  t 

I'ohfh  Majefty,  and  his  Governor  Comtc  Br(  hi,  muft 
be  pretty  weary  of  being  fugitives   in  Poland,  \ 
the)  d,  and  of  being  ravaged  in  Saxony.     This 

•vof  mi:  •,  will  be  tried,  and  I  v.iili  it  may 

fucceed.     Good  night,  and  God  blefs  you. 
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LETTER      CXXVf. 

London.  New  Year's  Day,  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

L  77  e  fcliciy  and  I  have  done  upon  that  fubjedl, 
one  truth  being  fair,  upon  the  moft  lying  day  in 
tiie  whole  Year. 

I  have  now  before  me  your  laft  letter,  of  the  aift  De- 
cember, which  I  amg'ad  to  find  is  a  bill  of  health  ;  but, 
however,  do  not  prefume  too  much  upon  it,  but  obey 
aad  honour  your  phyfician,  "  that  thy  days  may  be  long 
in  the  land/* 

Since  my  lad,  I  have  heard  nothing  more  concerning 
the  Ribband ;  but  1  take  it  for  granted,  it  will  be  dif- 
pofed  of  foon.  By  the  way,  upon  reflection,  I  am  not 
fure  that  any  body  but  a  Knight  can,  according  to  form 
be  employed  to  make  a  Knight.  1  remember,  that  Sir 
Clement  Cotterel  was  fent  to  Holland,  to  dubb  the  late 
Prince  of  Orange,  only  becaufe  he  was  a  Knight  him- 
felf- and  I  know  that  the  proxies  of  Knights,  who  can- 
not attend  their  own  inftallations,  muft  always  be 
Knights.  This  did  not  occur  to  me  before,  and  perhaps 
will  not  to  the  perfon  who  was  to  recommend  you  ;  I  am 
fare  I  will  not  flir  it ;  and  1  only  mention  it  now,  that 
that  you  may  be  in  all  events  prepared  for  thedifappoint- 
ment,  if  it  mould  happen. 

G  ***  is  exceedingly  flattered  with  your  account, 
that  three  thoufand  of  his  countrymen,  all  as  little  as 
himfelf,  fhould  be  thought  a  fufficient  guard  upon  three- 
and-twenty  thoufand  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe  ;  not 
that  he  thinks  himfelf,  by  any  means,  a  little  man,  for 
when  he  would  defcribe  a  tall,  handfome  man,  he  raifes 
himfeif  up  at  lead  half  an  inch  to  reprefent  him. 

The  private  news  from  Hamburgh  is,  that  his  Majef- 

ty's  Refident  there  is  woundily  in  love  with  Madame 

*  *  *  *  . 
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*  *  *  *  ;  if  this  be  t: 

a  good  delivery.     She  mud  be  ,  and 

.    you  fl.  fo  too}  upon 

me,  for  one  hi  ds. 

the    unanimity  \\ith 
which  the  Parliament  gi  dozen  of  millions 

.  and  the  ry  of  the  Public  is  as  gi\ 

approving  of  it,  which  has  tlifled  the  i; 
polcr  Mons. 

hitherto 
as  little  undcrflood,  as  his  el<  I  have  feen 

ot  by  a  friend,    1 
idge  by  them,   I  humbly  * 

,.      1  Will  ngof  tli 

;  'in,  in  tliL-lamcir. 

>:;;,  Jive  for  ever. 
Good  night  to  you,   whoever  you  pafs  it  with. 

T     T     E    R      CXXVH. 

1 759. 
MY  I'  1), 

IAm  now  (what  I  have  very  feldom  been)  two  letters 
the  real  iike 

inan>  '•  frequently  taken  a  wronp,  turn  ; 

ne,  and  therefore 
afant  to  my  readers. 

I  uilh  you  would  (while  you  have  fo  good  an  oppor- 
)ou  have,  nt  Hamburgh)  make  yourfelf  per- 
fectly maftcr  of  that  dull,  but  very  ufeful  knowledge, 
of  Exchange,  and  the  caufcs  of  its  almoft  per- 
:1  vanati   :    •    the  value  and  relation  of  different 
Coins,  the  Specie,    the  Banco,   Ufances,  Agio,  and  a 
thoufand  other  particulars.     You  may  v.ith  cafe  learn, 
and  you  will  be  very  glad  when  you  have  learned  t! 
for,  in  your  bufmcfs,  that  fort  of  knowledge  will  often 

prove  neceflary. 

I  hear 
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I  hear  nothing  more  of  Prince  Ferdinand's  Garter: 
that  he  will  have  one  is  very  certain  ;  but  when,  I  be- 
lieve, is  very  uncertain  ;  all  the  other  poftulants  want- 
ing to  be  dubbed  at  the  fame  time,  which  cannot  be,  as 
there  is  not  ribband  enough  for  them. 

If  the  Ruffians  move  in  time,  and  in  earned,  there 
will  be  an  end  of  our  hopes  and  of  our  armies  in  Ger- 
many :  three  fuch  mill-ftones  as  Ruilia,  France,  and 
Auftria,  mud,  fooner  or  later  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
grind  his  Pruflian  Majefly  down  to  a  mere  Margrave  of 
Brandenburgh.  But  I  have  always  fome  hopes  of  a 
change  under  a  Gunarcby  *  •  where  whim  and  humour 
commonly  prevail,  reafon  very  feldom,  and  then  only 
by  a  lucky  mi  (lake. 

I  except  the  incomparable  fair  one  of  Hamburgh,  that 
prodigy  of  beauty,  and  paragon  of  good  fenfe,  who  has 
enflaved  your  mind,  and  inflamed  your  heart.  If  fhe  is 
as  well  etrennce  as  you  fay  (he  (hall,  you  will  be  foon  out 
•  of  her  chains  ;  Tor  I  have,  by  long  experience,  found 
women  to  be  like  Telephus's  fpear,  if  one  end  kills  the 
other  cures. 

There  never  was  fo  quiet,  nor  fo  filent  a  feffion  of  Par- 
liament as  the  prefent  :  Mr.  Pitt  declares  only  what  he 
would  have  them  do,  and  they  do  it  nemine  contradicente, 
Mr.  Viner  only  excepted. 

Dutchefs  Hamilton  is  to  be  married,  to-morrow,  to 
Colonel  Campbell,  the  fon  of  General  Campbell,  who 
will  fome  day  or  another  be  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  have 
the  eftate.  She  refufed  the  Duke  of  B  -  r  for 
him. 

Here  is  a  report,  but  I  believe  a  very  groundlefs  one, 
that  your  old  acquaintance,  the  fair  Madame  C  —  e,  is 
run  away  from  her  hufband,  with  a  jeweller,  that  etren- 
ves  her,  and  is  come  over  here  ;  but  'I  dare  fay  it  is  fbrne 
miftake,  or  perhaps  a  lie.  Adieu!  God  blefs  you. 


*  Derived  from  the  'Greek  word  rwu,  a  woman,  and  means  Fe- 
male Government.          i 

LETTER 
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LETTER  ill 

London,  Fcbruar. 

I  letter  of  the  7th,  you  accufe  me,  mod 

unjuftly,  of  being  in  r.r  my  correfpondence ; 

pllolary  account:  '.irly  liqr. 

1    be   brought  in  confidcrably 
debtor.     I  do  not  fee  how  any  of  i  is  to  yoi. 

,  unlefs  your  office  p.. 

id  them  to  the  office.     IV  ,1  might  have 

a  juftifiable   excufc  for   writing  to   you  feld<> 
ufual,  for  to  be  fure  there  never  \ 
in  the  middle  of  a   \  !l.e  Parliament  fitting, 

that  fupplied  fo  little  matter   for  a  kit 
millions  !  ,    not  only   /;. 

uit  nenrinf  quicqiud  diicnts.     '1'hc  pi  ope 
ficers  bring    in  the  dtimates  ;   it   is   taken  for  gra 
that  they  are  neccflary,  and  frugal ;  the  Members  go  to 
dinner,  and  leave  Mr.  \\\i\  a::d  Mr.  Martin  to  do  the 

J  prcfuinc  you  have  fcen  the  little  poem  of  the  Coun- 

Soame  Jcnyr.s,  for  it  was  in  the  Chronicle  j 

it,  from  r.     They 

i  I). ul  p  ,  the  full   is  the 

neatc.  >!an  of  the  fcco;.d  luis  the  moft  i:. 

tion.     I  fend  you  non«  Q  my  kt- 

ters,  bccaufe  they  are  all  ;  .1  one  or  other  of  the 

irly  the  Chronicles  ;  and  1  fuppofe 

that  you  fl  .ill  thole   papers  amongft   you 

at  Hamb  which  v 

you  to  the  u:  LH-. 

I  fr  i':  uflia  this 

,  1  allow  his  army  \v..  but  what 

will 
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will  that  be  vis  a  vis  French,  Auftrians,  Imperialifts, 
Swedes,  and  Ruffians,  who  mutt  amount  to  more  than 
double  that  number  *  Were  the  inequality  lefs,  I  would 
allow  for  the  King  of  Priiflia's  being  fo  much  ipfe  agmcn 
as  pretty  nearly  to  balance  the  account.  In  war,  num- 
bers are  generally  my  omens ;  and  I  confefs,  that  in 
Germany  they  feem  not  happy  ones  this  year.  In  Ame- 
rica, I  think,  we  are  fure  of  fuccefs,  and  great  fiiccefs  < 
but  how  we  (hall  be  able  to  ftrike  a  balance,  as  they 
call  it,  between  good  fuccefs  there,  and  ill  fuceefs  upon 
the  continent,  fo  as  to  come  at  a  peace,  is  more  than  I 
can  difcover. 

Lady  Chefterneld  makes  you  her  compliments,  and 
thanks  you  for  your  offer  ;  but  declines  troubling  you, 
being  difcoiiraged  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Madame  Miin- 
chaufen's  and  iViifs  Chetwynd's  coromiflions,  the  former 
for  beef,  and  the  latter  for  gloves ;  neither  of  which 
have  yet  been  executed,  to  the  difTatisfadtion  of  both, 
Adieu. 

LETTER      CXXIX. 

London,  March  the  l6th,  17^9, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  HAVE  now  your  letter  of  the  26th  paft  lying  before 
me,  by  whk:h  you  defpond,  in  my  opinion  too  fooo, 
of  dubbing  your  Prince  •  for  he  mod  certainly  will 
have  the  Garter  5  and  he  will  as  probably  have  it  before 
the  campaign  opens,  as  after.  His  campaign  mutt,  I 
doubt,  at  befl,  be  a  defenfive  one ;  and  he  will  fhow 
great  fkill  in  making  it  fuch  v  for,  according  to  my  cal- 
culation, his  enemies  will  be  at  leafi  double  his  number. 
Their  troops,  indeed,  may  perhaps  be  worfe  than  his  5 
but  then  their  number  will  make  up  thst  defect,  as  it 
will  enable  them  to  undertake  different  operations  at 
the  fame  time,  I  cannot  think  that  the  King  of  Deri- 
VOL,  II;  G  g  marfe 
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• 

• 

merce  with  great  ad  at  the 

that 

\vill  allow  you.     A 

•  renilf  tjiff  / 
1C  fumrru 

ter  the  dog-d 

•   been  difappointed  ;       [h  we 

• 
there  ;  for  rr  .  aft  be  £.• 

Apropos 

v.crc  I  \ 

u:d    at     II. 

ch  me  ;  i  would  be 

the   ) 

1 
• 

. 

Spanifh  wiien  I  was  r, 

peri;  tin  It 

to  one's  felf,  In- 

terpr  i  well  as 

ftill   oftcner  In 

w  all  )DU 
•ly  to  the 
i 
thecourfeof  m)  life. 

I  am 
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I  am  rather  better  than  I  was  ;  which  I  owe  not  to 
my  phyficians,  but  to  an  afs  and  a  cow,  who  nourifh 
me,  between  them,  very  plentifully  and  wholefomely ; 
in  the  morning  the  afs  is  my  nurfe,  at  night  the  cow  ; 
and  I  have  jiul  now  bought  a  milch  goar,  which  is  to 
graze,  and  nurfe  me  at  Blackheath.  I  do  not  know 
what  may  come  of  this  latter,  and  I  am  not  without  ap- 
prehenfions  that  it  may  make  a  fatyr  of  me ;  but,  fhould 
1  find  that  obfcene  difpofuion  growing  upon  me,  1  will 
check  it  in  time,  for  fear  of  endangering  my  life  and 
character  by  rapes.  And  fo  we  heartily  bid  you  fare- 
wel. 

LETTER      CXXX. 

London,  March  ihe  30th,  1759, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1DO  not  like  thefe  frequent,  however  fhort,  returns 
of  your  illnefs;  for  I  doubt  they  imply  either  want 
of  (kill  in  your  phyfician,  or  want  of  care  in  his  patient. 
Rhubarb,  foap,  and  chalybeate  medicines  and  waters, 
are  aimed  always  fpecifks  for  obftruclions  of  the  liver; 
but  then  a  very  exact  regimen  is  neceflary,  and  that  for 
a  long  continuance.  Acids  are  good  for  you,  but  you 
do  not  love  them  -,  and  fvveet  things  are  bad  for  you, 
and  you  do  love  them.  There  is  another  thing  very 
bad  for  you,  and  1  fear  you  love  it  too  much.  When 
I  was  in  Holland,  i  had  a  flow  fever,  that  hung  upon 
me  a  great  while  ;  I  confulted  Boerhaave,  who  prefer  tb- 
ed  me  what  I  fuppofe  was  proper,  for  it  cured  me;  but 
he  added,  by  way  of  poftfcript  to  his  prefcription,  Vt- 
nns  rarius  colatur ;  which  I  obferved,  and  pei haps  that 
made  the  medicines  more  effectual. 

I 'doubt  we  (hall   be   mutually  difappointed  in  our 

hopes  of  feeing  one  another  this  fpring,  as  I  believe  you 

v;iii  find,  by  a  letter  which  you  will  receive,  at  the  fame 

G  g  2,  time 
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time  with  this,  from  Lord  Holdernefle ;  but  as  Lord 

i^rnefle  will  not  tell  you  all,  I  will,  between 
and  me,  fupply  t!  I  muft  do  him  the  j 

c  mod  kind   and  fiiendly 
manner  poil'ible  to  us  both.     When  the  King  read  your 

I  \\hidi  \ou  tit  fired  leave  to  return,  for  the 
of  di  die  Tunbridge  waters,  he  faid,  If  he  wants 

thole  of  P^rmont  are  better  than  Tun- 
brid.-  M  have  them  very  frefh  at  Hamburgh. 

I  would  r.nlvr  he  had  all<cd  to  come  lad  autumn,  and 
had  paif.d  t  f  he  returns  now,  I 

fliall  have  nobody  in  thofe  quarters  to  inform  me  of  what 
pafles;  ar.d  yet  it  will  be  a  very  bufy  and  important 
fcene.  Lord  .-lie,  uho  four.d  thai  it  v 

;    to  pufh  it   no  .    a:-.d  replied, 

fare,  that,   when  \  had 

the   lead  objection  to  your  return,  at   this   time,  you 
would  think  of   it  no  longer  ;  and   he  owned  that  he 
:  -.efle)  had  given  you  encouragement  for  this 
application,  lad  year,  then    thinking  and   hoping  that 
would  be  little  occafion  for  your  prefence  at  Ham- 
yi  this  year.     Lord  Holdcrnefle  will  only  tell 
:,  letter,  that,  as  he  had  !  'on  to  believe,  his 

matter  would  be  .ble  to  the  King, 

lie  rciblved,   i  II   lake,  not  to  mention   it. 

muft  anfwer  his  ktte:  .it   foot  1. 

him  :  .nark  of  hib   fricnd(hip;   fur   he  has  really 

acted  as  youi  no  doubt  of    your  h.- 

io  return  in  autumn,  for  the  whole  winter. 

l.e  the  bed  of  your  fjour  where 

.k.  the  1  no  wine   hut 

Rhenifh,   which,   in  )uur  cafe,  is  the  only  proper  one 

for  you. 

Next  week,  Mr.  Harte  will  fend  you  his  Guftavus 
Adolphu^  .rtor ;  it   uill   contain  many  new 

particulars  of  the  life  of  that,  real  hero,  as  he  has  1  ad 

abu. 
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abundant  and  authentic  materials  which  have  never  yet 
appeared.  It  will,  upon  the  whole,  be  a  curious  ai.d 
valuable  hiftory  ;  though,  between  you  and  me,  I  could 
have  wifhed  that  he  had  been  more  correct  and  elegant 
in  his  ftyle.  You  will  find  it  dedicated  to  one  of  your 
acquaintance,  who  was  forced  to  prune  the  luxuriant 
praifes  beftowed  upon  him,  and  yet  has  left  enough  of 
all  confcience  to  fatisfy  a  reafonable  man.  Harte  has 
been  very  much  out  of  order,  thefe  la(t  three  or  four 
months,  but  is  not  the  lefs  intent  upon  fowing  his  Lu- 
cerne, of  which  he  had  fix  crops  lad  year,  to  his  ir.fi- 
nite  joy,  and,  as  he  fays,  profit.  As  a  gardener,  I 
(hall  probably  have  as  much  joy,  though  not  quite  fo 
much  profit,  by  thirty  or  forty  fhillings;  for  there  is 
the  greatefl  promife  of  fruit  this  year,  at  Blackheath, 
that  ever  I  faw  in  my  life.  Vertumnus  and  Pomona 
have  been  very  propitious  to  me ;  as  for  Priapus,  that 
tremendous  garden  God,  as  I  no  longer  invoke  him,  I 
connot  expect  his  protection  from  the  birds  and  the 
thieves. 

Adieu!  I  will  conclude  like  a  pedant,  Lrvius  Jit  fa- 
timtid  qulcquid  corrigtrt  eft  ntfas. 

LETTER      CXXXL 

London,  April  the  i6th,  1759. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

WITH  humble  fubmiflion  to  you,  I  flill  fay,  that 
if  Prince  Ferdinand  can  make  a  defenfive  cam- 
paign this  year,  he  will  have  done  a  great  deal,  confi- 
dering  the  great  inequality  of  numbers.     The  little  ad- 
vantages, of  taking  a  regiment  or  two  prifoners,   or  cut- 
ting another  to  pieces,   are  but  trifling  articles  in  the 
great  account ;  they  are  only  the  pence,  the  pounds  are 
yet  to  come  j  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  neither  the 
G  g  3  French, 
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come  to  (hangers  of  an  advanced  age.  There  is  an  Hif- 
tory  lately  come  our,  of  the  Reign  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  and  her  Ton  (no  matter  by  whom)  King  James, 
written  by  one  Robenfon,  a  Scotchman,  which  fort 
net's,  purity,  and  dignity  of  ftyle,  1  will  not  fcruple  to 
compare  with  the  bell  hiftorians  extant,  not  excepting 
Davila,  Quicciardiai,  and  perhaps  Livy.  Its  fucceis 
has  confequently  been  great,  and  a  fecond  edition  is  al- 
ready publifhed,  and  bought  up.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  it  is  to  be  had,  or  at  lead  borrowed,  at  Hamburgh, 
or  I  would  fend  it  you. 

I  hope  you  drink  the  Pyrmont  waters  every  morning. 
The  health  of  the  mind  depends  fo  much  upon  the 
health  of  the  body,  that  the  latter  deferves  the  utmoft 
attention,  independently  of  the  fenfes.  God  fend  you 
a  very  great  fnare  of  both!  Adieu. 

LETTER    cxxxn. 

London,  April  the  27th,  i?59- 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IHave  received  your  two  letters  of  the  loth  and  i3th, 
by  the  lad  mail ;  and  I  will  begin  my  anfwer  to 
them,  by  obferving  to  you,  that  a  wife  man,  without 
being  a  Stoic,  confidcrs,  in  all  misfortunes  that  befal 
him,  their  betl  as  well  as  their  worft  fide-,  and  every 
thing  has  a  better  and  a  worfe  fide.  I  have  flridlly  ob- 
ferved  that  rule  for  many  years,  and  have  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  fome  comfort  is  to  be  extracted,  under 
mofl  moral  ills,  by  considering  them  in  every  light,  in- 
flead  of  dwelling,  as  people  are  too  apt  to  do,  upon  the 
gloomy  fide  of  the  object.  Thank  God,  the  difappoint- 
ment  that  you  fo  pathetically  groan  under,  is  not  a  ca- 
lamity which  admits  of  no  confolation.  Let  us  fimplify 
it,  and  fee  what  it  amounts  to.  You  were  pleafed  with 
G  g  4  the 
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uld  have  been   pleafed  \\ith  Iccir; 
from  very  natui  s,  cannot  be  mud 

this  fum 

:lead  of   ,  fummcr  in    • 

Now,    .  :  hings 

gc  rather  t 

,  both  for  health 

/one? 
tcr,   in    I 

\   capita!, 
ve  done?  So  far  then  it  nppears,   that  you  arc 

•  ;ue. 

C  tour  to  I  .ubeck, 

Atu-  will  both   air  ;    for,   at 

e  cannot  fee  too  many  different  i 
fiDCC,  ai  you  are  now  «  f,  I   take  it  for 

\ou  will  not  ,  as  you 

cnt  abrr 

/.olc  mat'  fummed  up,   amounts  to  no 

fnore  than  this— that  you  \viii  ,   in- 

.  of  this  fummer.     Do  not  think  that  all  I  have  faid 
is  the  confolation  only  of  an  o!  -phical  fellov 
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tain 
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tain  degree ;  for  though  we  cannot  totally  change  our 
nature,  we  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  correct  it,  by  re- 
fledion  and  philofophy  j  and  fome  philofophy  is  a  very 
neceffary  companion  in  this  world,  where,  even  to  the 
mod  fortunate,  the  chances  are  greatly  againft  hap- 
pinefs. 

I  am  not  old  enough,  nor  tenacious  enough,  to  pre- 
tend not  to  underftand  the  main  purport  of  your  lad  let- 
ter ;  and,  to  fhow  you  that  I  do,  you  may  draw  upon 
me  for  two  hundred  pounds,  which,  I  hope,  will  more 
than  clear  you. 

Good  night,  aquam  memento  rebus  in  arduis  fervare  men- 
tern  ;  be  neither  tranfported  nor  ckprefled  by  the  acci- 
dents of  life. 

LETTER       CXXXIII. 

Blackheath,  May  the  i6th,  1759. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

"\7OUR  Secretary's  lad  letter,  of  the  4th,  which  I 
received  yefterday,  has  quieted  my  fears  a  good 
.deal,  but  has  not  intirely  diffipated  them.  Tour  fever 
flill  continues,  he  fays,  though  in  a  lefs  degree.  Is  it  a 
continued  fever,  or  an  intermitting  one?  If  the  former, 
no  wonder  that  you  are  weak,  and  that  your  head  achs. 
If  the  latter,  why  has  not  the  bark,  in  fubftance  and 
large  dofes,  been  adminiflered  ?  for,  if  it  had,  it  muft 
have  (lopped  it  by  this  time.  Next  poft,  I  hope,  will 
fet  me  quite  at  eafe.  Surely  you  have  not  been  fo  regu- 
lar as  you  ought,  either  in  your  medicines,  or  in  your 
general  regimen,  otherwife  this  fever  would  not  have  re- 
turned ;  for  the  Doctor  calls  it  your  fever  returned,  as  if 
you  had  an  exclufive  patent  for  it.  You  have  now  had 
illnefles  enough,  to  know  the  value  of  health,  and  to 
make  you  implicitly  follow  the  prefcriptionsof  your  phy- 
fician,  in  medicines,  and  the  rules  of  your  own  com- 
mon. 
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beft  Subje&s,  as  well  as  the  beft  Chriftians;  may  believe 
what  their  reafon  and  their  confciences  fuggeft,  it  is  ge- 
nerally and  rationally  fuppofed,  the  French  will  threaten 
and  not  (hike,  fince  we  are  fo  well  prepared,  both  by  ar- 
mies and  fleets,  to  receive,  and,  I  may  add,  to  deftroy 
them.  Adieu!  God  blefs  you. 

LETTER    CXXXIV. 

Blackheath,  July  the  r5th,  1758. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  5th,  which  I  received  yefler- 
day,  gave  me  great  iatisfacYion,  being  all  in  your 
own  hand  •,  though  it  contains  great,  and  I  fear  ju (I  com- 
plaints of  your  ill  (late  of  health.  You  do  very  will  to 
change  the  air ;  and  I  hope  that  change  will  do  well  by 
you.  I  would  therefore  have  you  write,  after  the  aoth 
of  Auguft,  to  Lord  HoldernefTe,  to  beg  of  him  to  obtain 
his  Majefty's  leave  you  to  return  to  England  for  two  or 
three  months,  upon  account  of  your  health.  Two  or 
three  months  is  an  indefinite  time,  which  may  after- 
wards be  infenfibly  ftretched  to  what  length  onepleafes; 
leave  that  to  me.  In  the  mean  time  you  may  be  taking 
your  meafures,  with  the  bed  ceconomy. 

The  day  before  yefterday,  an  exprefs  arrived  from 
Guadaloupe,  which  brought  an  account  of  our  being  in 
poiTefiion  of  the  whole  ifland.  And  I  make  no  manner 
of  doubt,  but  that,  in  about  two  months,  we  fhall  have 
as. good  news  from  Crown- point,  Quebec,  &c.  Our 
affairs  in  Germany,  I  fear,  will  not  be  equally  profper- 
ous  ;  for  I  have  little  hopes  for  the  King  of  Pruflia  or 
Prince  Ferdinand.  God  blefs  you. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CXX 

Blackheath,  June  the  15th,    1759. 
MY  Dr.AR  FRirND, 

Ttwo  lad  mails  have  brought  me  no  letter  from 
you  or  your  Secretary  ;  1  \vill  take  this  filence  as 
a  fign  that  you  are  better;  but  however,  if  you  thought 

1    c\ircd   to  know,  you  fhould  have  cared  to  have 

on.  Here  the  weather  has  been  very  fine  for  a 
fortnight  together ;  a  longer  term  than  in  this  climate 
we  are  ufed  to  hold  fine  weather  by.  1  hope  it  is  fotoo 
at  I  hmburgh,  or  at  lead  at  the  vilLi  to  which  you  are 
gone;  but  pray  do  not  let  it  be  your  villa  vicitfa,  as 

retirements  are  often  called,  and  too  often  pi 
though  (by  the  way)  the  original  name  was  villa  vezz'/a-, 

>y  wags  mi  fc  a  I  ed  viciofa. 

I  have  a  mod  gloo.ny  profped  of  affairs  in  Germany; 
!i  are  already  in  pofTeflion  of  Cade!,  and  of  the 

i-d  part  of  I  ,    that  is  Gottingen  ;  where  I 

prefume  t  flop  pour  I 'amour  des  Belles  Lcnrcs, 

but  rather  g  >  on  to  the  Capital,  and  fludy  them  upon 
the  coin.  M  old  acquaintance,  Monfieur  de  Richelieu, 
made  a  great  prrgrcfs  therein  metallic  learning  and  in- 
fcripi  :cs  a  battle  to  pre- 

vent it,  I  d.c.iJ  the  confluences  ;  the  odds  arc  too 
great  againft  him  The  King  of  PrufTia  is  dill  in  a 
worfe  fituation  v  for  he  has  the  Hydra  to  encounter:  and 
though  he  may  cut  off  a  head  or  two,  there  will  be 
dill  enough  left  to  devour  him  at  lad.  I  have,  as  you 
know,  lo  -he  now  approaching  catadrophe  ; 

but  I  was  Catfandr.i.  Ouraftairsin  the  new  world  have 
a  much  more  plcafing  afpcft  ;  Guadaloupe  is  a  great 
acquifition,  and  Quebec,  which  I  make  ro  doubt  of, 
will  dill  be  a  greater.  But,  mud  all  thefe  advantages, 

purchafed 
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purchafed  at  the  price  of  fo  much  Englifh  blcod  and 
treafure,  be  at  laft  facrificed  as  a  peace  offering  ?  God 
knows  what  confequences  fuch  a  meafuremay  produce; 
thegerme  of  difcontent  is  already  great,  upon  the  bare 
fuppofition  of  the  cafe ;  but,  mould  it  be  realifed,  it 
will  grow  to  a  harveft  of  di  faffed  ion. 

You  are  now,  to  be  fure,  taking  the  previous  necef- 
fary  meafures  for  your  return  here  in  the  autumn  ;  and  I 
think  you  may  difband  your  whole  family,  excepting 
your  fecretary,  your  butler,  who  takes  care  of  your 
plate,  wine,  &c.  one,  or  at  mofl  two,  maid-fervants, 
and  your  valet  de  chambre,  and  one  footman,  whom 
you  will  bring  over  with  you.  But  give  no  mortal, 
either  there  or  here,  reafon  to  think  that  you  are 
not  to  return  to  Hamburgh  again.  If  you  are  afked 
about  it,  fay,  like  Lockhart,  that  you  are  k  ferviteiir 
des  cvenemens ;  for  your  prefent  appointments  will  do 
you  no  hurt  here,  till  you  have  fome  better  deftination. 
At  that  feafon  of  the  year,  1  believe,  it  will  be  better 
for  you  to  come  by  fea  than  by  land  ;  but  that  you  will 
be  bed  able  to  judge  of  from  the  then  cirturcumflances 
of  your  part  of  the  world. 

Your  old  friend  Stevens  is  dead,  of  the  confumption 
that  has  long  been  undermining  him.  God  blefs  you, 
and  fend  you  health  1 

LETTER       CXXXVI. 

London,  February  the  26th,  1761. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IAm  very  glad  to  hear  that  your  election  is  finally  fet- 
tled, and,   to  fay  the  truth,  not  furry  that  Mr.  *  * 
has  been  compelled  to  do,  de  mauvaife grace,  that  which 
he  might  have  done  at  firft  in  a  friendly   and  hand.bme 
manner.     However,  take  no  notice  of  what  is  pail,  and 

live 
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him  as  you  '  ;rUcr- 

courfc  of  the  world,    it  is  often  ncceil  gno- 

rant  of  what  one  :vc  forgotten 

remembers. 

I  have  juft  now  finifhed  Colema 
very  well  ^    it  is  \  iudted,  and  the  character 

well  prefervecl.      1  m  the  author  more 

;  but,  as  [  know  that  he  is  a  mod  fcrupu- 
lousclaffic,  1  believe  he  did  not  dare  to  put  in  1 

i  wit    as  he  could  have  done,  becaufe  Terence  has 
not  a  fingle  grain  ;  and  it  would  have  been  r; 
**ti<,  God  blefs  v 

w 

LETTER      (  .1. 

BatK  .!>cr  tlic  2if>, 

U, 

I  HAVE   this  moment   received  your   letter  of  the 
1 9th.     If  1  find  any  alterations  1- 

now  fix  days,  it  i  (or  the  better ,  but,   in  fix 

days  m^re,  I  think  I  fhall  find,  with  more  certainty,  v 
humour  they  arc  \:\  with  me  ;  if  kind,    I  will   | 
but  not  abufc 

i  citnrjc  ncquit  conjiftcrc 
vour  to  nick  nt. 

The  Queen's  jointure  is  ' 

1  expecled  it  would  b- ,  •  i  not  greater  than  the 

lad  precedent  ai.  .  <  t   the  late  Lord 

Wilmington  1 

will  de- 
un,  if  it  has 

not  already,  avou  (1  I-'iance,  in  talc  the 

triumph  to  Mr.  1 

fully  juftify  his  plan  of  b  ::rft,  and 

g  the  firft  blow,  which  is  often  half  the  battle. 

Here 
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Here  is  a  great  deal  of  company,  and  what  is  com- 
monly called  good  company,  that  is,  great  quality.  I 
trouble  them  very  little,  except  at  the  pump,  where  my 
bufinefs  calls  me ;  for,  what  is  company  to  a  deaf  man, 
or  a  deaf  man  to  company  ? 

Lady  Brown,  whom  1  have  feen,  and  who,  by  the  way, 
has  got  the  gout  in  her  eye,  inquired  very  tenderly  after 
you.  And  to  I  elegantly  red, 

Yours  till  death. 


LETTER     CXXXVIII. 

Bath,  December  the  6th,  1761. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  been  in  your  debt  fome  time,  which,  you  know, 
1  am  not  very  apt  to  be  •  but  it  was  really  for  want  of 
fpecie  to  pay.  The  prefent  flate  of  my  invention  does 
not  enable  me  to  coin  -,  and  you  would  have  had  as  little 
pleafure  in  reading,  as  I  mould  have  had  in  writkig  If 
co^liojien'e  of  this  place  ;  befides,  that  I  am  very  little 
rr.ingled  in  them.  1  do  not  know  whether  I  (hall  be 
able  to  follow  your  advice,  and  cut  a  winner:  for,  at 
prefent,  1  have  neither  won  ror  loft  a  fingle  milling.  I 
will  play  on  this  week  only  ;  and  if  I  have  a  good  run, 
I  will  carry  it  off  with  me  ;  if  a  bad  one,  the  lofs  can 
haidly  amount  to  any  thing  confiderable  in  (even  days, 
iur  i  hope  to  fee  you  in  town  to-morrow  fevennight. 

1  had  a  dilmal  letter  from  Harte  laft  week;  he  tells 
me  that  he  is  at  nurfc  with  a  fifter  in  Berkfhire;  that 
he  has  got  a  confirmed  jaundice,  befides  twenty  other 
diitempcrs.  The  true  caufe  of  thefe  complaints  1 
to  be,  the  fame  that  fo  greatly  difordered,  and  had  near- 
ly deftroyed,  the  mod  augutl  Hmife  of  Auflria,  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago  •  I  mean  Guftavus 
Adolphus  ^  who  neither  aniweied  his  expectations  in 

point 
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r,  nor  reputa 
own  fault,  in   not  writing  it  in  the  vulgar  tor; 

extant. 
Au  revoify  as  Sir  Fopling  fays,  and  God  blefs  } 

LETTER 

Bath,  November  the  2d,  i 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IAn  ,     i     1  p:    po£  .!.  llfi   S  '   d  IJ  |    lv.it   as   ill 

.red  I  fhould  be,  when  I  faw  you.     Head,  (to- 
ll, and  limbs,  all  out  of  or 

lhave  yet  fecn  nobody  but  Villatcs,  \  'tied  here 

>od,  as  it  is  called.      What  confequer  the 

onfhire's  refignation  had  ?  He  has  co: 
rable  connexions,  and  relations;  but  whether  any  of 
them  are  refigned  enough  to  refign  with  him,  is  another 
matter.  There  will  be,  to  be  lure,  as  many,  and  as  ab- 
reports,  as  there  are  in  the  law  books ;  1  do  not  de- 
fire  to  know  either  ±  but  inform  me  of  what  facts  come 
to  your  knowledge,  and  of  fuch  reports  only  as  you  be- 
lieve are  grounded.  And  fo  God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER      C 

Bath,  November  the  ijth,  1762'. 
MY  I)  I), 

I;ve  received  your  letter,  and  believe  that  your  Pre- 
liminaries are  very  rear  the  mark  ;  and,  upon  that 
fuppofition,  I  think  wehave  a  tolerable  good  bargain  with 
Spain  i  at  lead,  full  as  good  as  I  expected,  and  almofl  as 
good  as  I  wifhed,  though  I  do  not  believe  that 
got  all  Florida  ;  but  if  \ve  have  St.  Auguftin,  as  I  fup- 
pofe,  that,  by  the  figure  of  pars  pro  t!f),  will  be  called 

all  Florida.     We  have  by  no  means  made  fo  good  a  bar- 
gain 
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gain  with  France;  for,  in  truth,  what  do  we  get  by  it, 
except  Canada,  with  a  very  proper  boundary  of  the  river 
Miflifippi,  and  that  is  all  ?  As  tor  the  reflections  upon 
the  French  fifhery  in  Newfoundland,  they  are  very  well 
per  la predica,  and  for  the  Commiflary  whom  ;-e  fhall 
employ ;  for  he  will  have  u  good  fulary  from  hence,  to 
fee  that  thofe  restrictions  are  complied  with  ;  and  the 
French  will  double  that  falary,  that  he  may  allow  them 
all  to  be  broken  through.  It  is  plain  to  me,  that  the 
French  fifhery  will  be  exactly  what  it  was  before  the  war. 

The  three  Leeward  iflanJs,  which  the  French  yield  to 
us,  are  not,  all  together,  worth  half  fo  much  as  that  of 
St.  Lucia,  which  we  give  up  to  them.  Senegal  is  not 
worth  one  quarter  of  Goree,  The  reftrictions  of  the 
French,  in  the  Baft  Indies,  are-as  abfurd  and  impractica- 
ble as  thofe  of  Newfoundland  •,  and  you  will  live  to  fee 
the  French  trade  to  the  Eafb  Indies,  juft  as  they  did  be- 
fore the  war.  But,  after  all  I  have  laid,  the  articles  are 
as  good  as  I  expected  with  France,  when  1  confidered  that 
no  one  fingle  perfon,  who  carried  on  this  negotiation  on 
our  parts,  was  ever  concerned  or  confulted  in  any  nego- 
tiation before.  Upon  the  whole,  then,  the  acquifition 
of  Canada,  has  cod  us  fourfcore  millions  fieri  ing.  I 
am  convinced  we  might  have  kept  Guadaloupe,  if  our 
negotiators  had  known  how  to  have  gone  about  it. 

His  mod  faithful  Majefty  of  Portugal  is  the  beft  off 
of  any  body  in  this  tranfaction,  for  he  faves  his  king- 
dom by  it,  and  has  not  laid  out  one  Moidore  in  defence 
of  it.  Spain,  thank  God,  in  fome  meaiure,  pan;  Its  pots 
caffez ;  for,  befides  St.  Auguftin,  Logwood,  &c.  it  has 
loft  at  lead  four  millions  ilerling,  in  money,  fhips, 
tffc. 

Harte  is  here,  who  tells  me  he  has  been  at  this  place 
thefe  three  years,  excepting  fome  few  excui  fions  to  this 
fitter ;  he  looks  ill,  and  laments  that  he  has  frequent  (its 
of  the  yellow  jaundice.  He  complains  of  his  net  having 

VUL.-H.  H  h 
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YOU  the!  ;te  to 

him.     Their  i!  of  good, 

though  I  drink    bu: 
day,  which  is  kfs  than  \ 
drii:k  of  claret  at  t 

I  ihouKi  r  aturally   think,  as  you  do,    that  tl. 
will  be  a  flormy  one,  that  is,  if  Mr.  Pitt  takes  an 

,  but  if  he  is  pleafcd,  as  the 
no  other  F.nlus  to  blow  a  dorm.     The  D 
berland,   Newcaftle, 

'  attack  \viih,  than  the  militia  ;  but   l 
J.cfs  you! 

T    T     E    R 

rt>, 

1  letter  tliir,  mnr:  turn  you 

ball   a  hi  vo/if.     The    K 

that  the 

• .)  it,  \vti  in  almoft  the  fan 

lyor   might  -. 

men1  \\   the 

. 

' 

.   xvit'i 

: 

WOi  > 

' 

Spa- 

.mud 
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confirmed  to  us  by  former  treaties,  before  the  war,  to 
cut  logwood  gratis ;  but  this  new  •  ftipulation  (if  true) 
gives  us  a  privilege,  fomething  like  a  reprieve  to  a  cri- 
minal, with  a  non  obftante  to  be  banged. 

1  now  drink  fo  little  water,  that  it  can  neither  do  me 
good  nor  hurt ;  but,  as  I  bathe  but  twice  a  week,  that 
operation,  which  does  my  rheumatic  carcafe  good,  will 
keep  me  here  fome  time  longer  than  you  had  allowed. 

Harte  is  going  to  publifh  a  new  edition  of  his  Gu- 
(lavus,  in  octavo ;  which,  he  tells  me,  he  has  altered, 
and  which,  I  could  teil  him,  he  fhould  tranilate  into 
Englifh,  or  it  \vill  not  fell  better  than  the  former ;  for^ 
while  the  world  endures,  flyle  and  manner  will  be  re- 
garded, at  leaft  as  much  as  matter.  Ard  fo5  Diw. 
ait  dans  fa  faints  garde, 

LETTER      CXLIi 

Bath,  December  the  Ijth,  i 
MY  DF.AR  FRlI-ND, 

I  Received  your  letter  this  morning,  with  theenclofed 
Preliminaries,  which  we  have  had  here  thefe  three 
'days  •,  and  I  return  them,  fince  YOU  intend  to  keep  them, 
which  js  more  than  I  believe  the  French  will.  I  am 
very  giad  to  find  that  the  French  ^re  to  reftore  all  the 
conquefts  they  made  upon  us  in  thb  Eafl  Indk&.d-tiring 
this  war  •,  and  I  cannot  doubt  but  they  will  likewife  re- 
ftore  to  us  all  the  Cod  that  they  fhali  take,  within  lefs 
than  three  leagues  of  our  coafts  in  North  America,  (a 
diftance  eafily  meafured,  efpecially  at  fea)  according  to 
the  fpirit,  though  not  the  letter  of  the  Treaty.  I  am 
informed,  that  the  (Iror.goppofition  to  the  Peace  will  be 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  though  I  cannot  well  conceive 
it  j  nor  can  1  make  out  above  fix  or  fever,  who  will  be 
.againd  it  upon  -a  diviilun.  u:;lefs  (which  I  cannot  fup- 

H  h  z 
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pofe)  (bme  of  the  ,te  on  the  fide  of  their 

maker.     God  bids  }ou  ! 

T     T     E    R       CXLIH. 

^  ember  t 

M>  I), 

X7  i  your  letter, 

i 

It  is  impofllble  for  a  him 
well  d    an  half;  1 

Beli.i  :;  to  Milton,  >r  of  the 

fallen  Angels,  evti  i;  at  ;i  t 

There  mufl  have  been  a  trick  in  Chai 
fpcaking  for  the  Preliminaries  j  for  he  is  ii  :  ibovc 

>pinion.  Lord  Egremont  muft  be  ill,  or 
have  thoughts  of  going  into  fome  other  place;  perhaps 
into  1  >  they  fay  is  d)i  n  he 

dies,  the  ablefl  head  in  England  dies  too,  take  it  for  all 
in  all. 

I  ihall  be  in  town,  barring  accidents,   this  day  feven- 

:ve  order 
you  will 

Ditu  vous  ai; 


•l-.c  i-4th,  i 
D, 

IRi  nf    the     4th, 

from  •  d  fo- 

• 

I        :  ,  the 

p,    for   two  or   three  da\ 

make 
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make  your  court  to  the  Lady  of  that  place  *.  Your 
Excellency  makes  a  figure  already  in  the  news-papers  j 
and  let  them,  and  others,  Excellency  you  as  much  as 
they  pleafe,  but  pray  fuffor  not  yoqr  own  fervants  to 
do  it. 

Nothing  new  of  any  kind  has  happened  here  fmce 
you  went;  fo  1  will  with  you  a  good  night,  and  hope 
that  God  will  blefs  you, 

LETTER      CXLV. 

Blackheath,  July  the  1 4th,  1763. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  from  Ratilbon, 
where  I  am  glad  that  you  are  arrived  fafe.  You 
are,  I  find,  over  head  and  ears  engaged  in  ceremony 
and  etiquette.  You  mud  not  yield  in  any  thing  elTential, 
where  your  public  character  may  fuffer  •  but  I  advifef 
you,  at  the  fame  time,  todiftinguifa  carefully  what  may 
and  what  may  not  affect  it,  and  to  defpife  fome  German 
tnimtties',  fuch  as  one  ftep  lower  or  higher,  upon  the 
flairs,  a  bow  more  or  lefs,  and  fuch  fort  of  trifles.. 

By  what  I  fee  in  Creflener's  letter  to  you,  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  wine  compenfates  the  quantity,  as  the  cheapnefs 
of  fervanrs  compenfates  the  number  that  you  mull  make 
ufe  of. 

Write  to  your  mother  often,  if  it  be  but  three  words, 
to  prove  your  exiflence  ;  for  when  (he  does  not  hear  from 
you,  (he  knows  to  a  demonftration,  that  you  are  dead, 
if  not  buried. 

The  enclofed  is  a  letter  of  the  ntmoft  confeqnence, 
which  I  was  defired  to.  forward,  with  care  and  fpeed,  to 
the  mod  ferene  Louis, 

My  head  is  not  well  to-day.     So  God  blefs  you  ! 

*  Her  Royal  Highnefs  Piincefs  Mary  of  England,  Landgravine  of 
Hefle. 

Hhs  LETTER 


L    I      T     T     E     K       C 

Blacklu 

I  a re  pretr 

.ft  as  to  the  important  p  the 

cerer,  it  you  may  know  to  precifion,  to  v, 

;n  you  muft  require, 
-.     Thofe  fc:  arc,   no  doubt, 

.is  enough  in  themlelves  ;  but  yet  the\ 

for  bi1.:.  both 

Ic. 

I  1...  attack  * 

.  c  long  lulpeftcd  that  I   had    in    my  bods, 

,all  it,  but   -  It    in 

d  that  is  a  fit  of  the  ft  one 

or  gravel.     1  God,  but  a  flight  one  ;  but  it 

was  dans  toutc  :cs ;  for  it  was  preceded  by  n 

in  my  loins,  v  '  .t  firft  took  for  fome  remai 
my  rhcumatifrn  ;  but  was  foon  convinced  of  my  mi! 
by  making  water  much  blacker  tl  i:h  a  pro- 

nent   of  gravel.     1  am  : 
again,  and  have  no  more   iml.  of  this 

complaint. 

God  keep    v»u    fr<>m  \  . 

,  I 

human  nature,  but  admit  of  fome   mitigation.     God 
blefs  you ! 


ER 


T  O     H  I  S     S  O  N.  471 

LETTER       CXLVII. 

Blackheath,  Auguft  the  22ii,  1763. 


MY   1>!   '\ 

YOU  will,  by  this  poft,  bear  from  others,  that  Lord 
Egremont  died  two  days  ago  of  an  apoplexy; 
v/hich,  from  his  figure,  and  the  conftant  plethora  he 
lived  in,  was  reafonably  to  be  expected.  You  will  afk 
me,  who  is  to  be  Secretary  in  his  room  -,  to  which  I  an- 
fwer,  that  I  do  not  know.  I  fhould  guefs  Lord  Sand- 
wich, to  be  fucceeded  in  the  Admiralty  by  Charles 
Townfhend  ;  unlefs  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  feems 
to  have  taken  to  himielf  the  department  of  Europe, 
ihould  have  a  mind  to  it.  This  event  may  perhaps  pro- 
duce others  •  but,  till  this  happened,  every  thing  was  in 
a  (late  of  inaction,  and  abfolutely  nothing  was  done.  Be- 
fore the  next  fdlion,  this  chaos  mud  neceflarily  take 
ibme  form,  either  by  a  new  jumble  of  its  own  atoms,  or 
by  mixing  them  with  the  more  efficient  ones  of  the  op- 
pofnion. 

I  fee  by  the  news-  papers,  as  well  as  by  your  letter, 
that  the  difficulties  flill  iubfift  about  your  ceremonial  at 
Ratifbon  -,  ihould  they,  from  pride  and  foliy,  prove  in- 
luperahle,  and  obflruct  your  real  bufinefs,  there  is  one 
expedient,  which  may  perhaps  remove  difficulties,  and 
which  I  have  often  known  practifed  ^  but  which  I  be- 
lieve our  people  litre  know  nothing  of  :  it  is,  to  have  the 
character  of  Minifter,  only,  in  your  oftenfible  title,  and 
that  of  Envoy  Extraordinary  in  your  pocket,  to  produce 
occafionally,  efpecially  if  you  fhould  be  lent  to  any  of 
the  Electors  in  your  neighbourhood  :.  or  elfe,  in  any 
tranfactions  that  you  may  have,  in  which  your  title  of 
Envoy  Extraordinary  may  create  great  difficulties,  to 
have  a  reverfal  given  you,  declaring,  that  the  tempo- 
H  h  4  rary 


drink  aft 
•a! 


R       C 

Viber  the  ; 

r ;  on 

^nferencc,  \\hich  lafled 
iniK:  'onger  t! 

• 

ar  :uch  mar  this  lafl  conference 

broke    it  ir.tircly  '  >rd  Ten 

Nventycftci  to  their: 

i  mud  afk 
•:  ncws-r,  I  dare 

ow  it   all  very  \r  ,   but  I,  who  am 

to  kn<  '  ..rp;  that  I  do  not  know,  honeftly  ard  luim- 

,;s  not,  ir. 
their  making  him  Ibic  Pler.ip'  ' 

1 

:  ave 

!Vth 

.          ,  that   was  not 

rliament,  and  pnjbab!  :;iore  dif- 

terms  to  the  prd 

tacitly 
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tacitly  admitted,  by  this  late  negotiation,  what  their 
enemies  have  loudly  proclaimed,  that  they  are  not  able 
to  carry  on  affairs  :  fo  much  de  re  politica. 

I  have  at  laft  done  the  belt  office  that  can  be  done, 
to  mod  married  people  ;  that  is,  I  have  fixed  the  fepara- 
tion  between  my  brother  and  his  wife  ;  and  the  defini- 
tive Treaty  of  peace  will  be  proclaimed  in  about  a  fort- 
night; for  the  only  folid  and  lading  peace,  between  a 
man  and  his  wife,  is,  doubtlefs,  a  feparation,  God  blefs 
you ! 

LETTER      CXL1X. 

Blackheath,  September  the  3Oth,  1 763. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOU  will  have  known,  long  before  this,  from  the 
office,  that  the  departments  are  not  cad  as  you 
vvifhed  ;  for  Lord  Halifax,  as  fenior,  had,  of  courfe,  his 
choice,  and  chofe  the  Southern,  upon  account  of  the  Co- 
lonies. The  Minidry,  fuch  as  it  is,  is  now  fettled  en 
attendant  mieux  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  cannot,  as  they  are, 
meet  the  Parliament, 

The  only,  and  all  the  efficient  people  they  have,  arc 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  for,  fince  Mr.  Pitt  has  firmly 
engaged  Charles  Townfhend  to  him,  there  is  not  a  man, 
of  the  Court  fide,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  has 
either  abilities  or  words  enough  to  call  a  coach.  Lord 
B  *  *  is  certainly  playing  iin  dcffous  de  cartes,  and  I 
fufpect  that  it  is  with  Mr.  Pitt;  but  what  that  deffous 
is,  I  do  not  know,  though  all  the  coffee-houfes  do  mod 
exactly. 

The  prefent  inaction,  I  believe,  gives  you  leifure 
enough  for  ennui,  but  it  gives  you  time  enough  too  for 
better  things;  I  mean,  reading  ufeful  books;  and,  what 
is  dill  more  ufeful,  converting  with  yourfelf  fome  part  of 
every  day.  Lord  Shaftefbury  recommends  felf-conver- 

fation 


I, OK  .(S 

M  recommend  it  to  all 
men ;  the  better  ;  Some  people 

on,  to  enter 

mtnj    dread  it,  and  fly  to 
the  mod  trif.  in  order  • 

if  a  man  would  allot  half  an  hour  evei  this 

fclf-conve  ..nd  recapitulate  with  hip.. 

.^  done,  right  cr  \  i  the  courfe  of  • 

>uld  be  both  the  better  a  My 

deafnefs  gives  me  more  than  fufrkient  time  for  felf-con- 
verfetion  ;  and    I  have  found  grea1  from  it. 

My  brother,  and  Lady  Stanhope,  are  at  lad  finally  parted. 
I  was  the  negotiator  between  the 
trouble  in  it,  ild  much  rather  negotiate  the mofb 

'  of  the  jus  ;  :   Imperil \ 

v/ith  i  negotiate    any 

point  with  any  woman.  If  my  brother  had  had  fome  of 
thofe  felf-converfations,  which  I  recommend,  he  would 
not,  I  believe,  at  pad  :  th  a  crazy,  battered  con- 

ftitution,  and  deaf  into  the  bargain,  have  married  a  young 
girl,  juft  turned  of  twenty,   full   of  health,  and  confe- 
t'y  of  defires.     But  who  uUs  warning  b\ 

,  proceeds  from  a  DCglig« 
d  blcfs  you ! 

LET  R 

Blackhcath,  ( 

Tiaft  mail  brougl  f  .r  letter  • 

t,  as  the  former  had   brought   me  that  of  the 
25th  pall      I  ci  1  be  fei  r 

the  firft  day  of  the  ' 

ftricler  muftcr,  and  no  furlows  allou  <  d.     1  am  very 
for  it,  for  the  reafons  you  hint  at  j  but,  howrcvci 
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very  prudently,  in  doing  de  bonne grace^  what  you.could 
not  help  doing  :  and  let  that  be  your  rule  in  every  thing, 
for  the  reft  of  your  life.  Avoid  difagreeable  things,  as 
much  as,  by  dexterity,  you  can:  but  when  they  are  un- 
avoidable, do  them  with  feeming  willingnefs  and  alacrity. 
Though  this  journey  is  ill  timed  for  you  in  many  refpcdts, 
yet,  in  point  of  finances ,  you  will  be  a  gainer  by  it  upon 
the  whole  ;  for,  depend  upon  it,  they  will  keep  you  here 
till  the  very  laft  day  of  the  fefllon  ;  and  I  fuppofe  you 
have  fold  your  horfes,  and  difmifled  fome  of  your  fer- 
vants.  Though  they  feem  to  apprehend  the  firft  day  of 
the  feffion  fo  much,  in  my  opinion,  their  danger  will  be 
much  greater  in  the  courfe  of  it. 

When  you  are  at  Paris,  you  will  of  courfe  wait  upon 
Lord  Hertford,  and  defire  him  to  prefent  you  to  the 
King ;  at  the  fame  time  make  my  compliments  to  him, 
and  thank  him  for  the  very  obliging  meflage  he  left  at 
my  houfe  in  town  ;  and  tell  him,  that,  had  I  received  it 
in  time  from  thence,  I  would  have  come  to  town  on  pur- 
pofe  to  have  returned  it  in  perfon.  If  there  are  any  new- 
little  books  at  Paris,  pray  bring  them  me.  I  have  al- 
ready Voltaire's  Zelis  dans  k  Bainy  his  Droit  du  Seigneur, 
and  Olympic.  Do  not  forget  to  call  once  at  Madame 
MonconfeiPs,  and  as  often  a«s  you  pleafe  at  Madame  du 
Pin's.  Au  revoir. 

LETTER      CLL 

Bath,  November  the  24th,  1763, 


i 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Arrived  here,  as  you  fuppofe  in  your  letter,  laft  Sun- 
day j  but  after  the  worft  day's  journey  I  ever  had  in 
my  life  :  it  fnowed  and  froze  that  whole  morning,  and  in 
the  evening  it  rained  and  thawed,  which  made  the  roads 
fo  fiippery,  that  I  was  fix  hours  coming  poft  from  the 

Devizes, 


miles  from  her.cc 
>ming  p 

•  over  m , 
viol 

.uers  bir 

1  do  not  i".  the  it,. 

cd  Us  caux  dc  Jouvencf  to  me,  raclc 

d  i  but,  as  the  1  mbertini 

he 

J  and  diipiiitcd, 

dice.     I  r  do  I  know 

ot  yet  exhibited  myfelf  to  pub- 
lic \  i  .;t  the  pump,  which,  at  the  time  I  goto 
it,  is  the  nmll  pnvaie  place  in  Bath. 

After  all  the  fears  and  hopes,  occafioned  feverally  by 
the  i.  ..iment,  in  my  opinion,  ii 

prove    a  very    eafy  fdlion.     Mr.  Wilkes   is  univei 
up  ;  a  ves  do  not  \ 

,  1  think  they  \sill  meet  with  none, 
A  nv  il  ib  a  great  anodyne.     A<" 

LETTER       Cl.lf 

LAST  pnl-                    ic  your  Icrtcr  of  t  pnf>. 

i  ie  C —  T let  off  his  pon  the 

Princefs'.  fiy  to   fhow   th;.  la  of  the 

Oppofition  i  :  ,  the  point  was  r  ible, 

as  to  the  q-t  \\  \vhich  (omcthirp;  n 

:hc  late  i  of  Orange  (who  v/as  the 

left 
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deleft  daughter  of  a  King)  had  no  more,   and  her  two 
fitters  but  half,  if  I  am  not  miftaken. 

It  is  a  great  mercy  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  intrepid  de- 
fender of  our  rights  and  liberties,  is  out  of  danger,  and 
may  live  to  fight  and  write  again  in  fupport  of  them; 
and  it  is  no  lefs  a  mercy,  that  God  haih  raifed  up  the 
Earl  of  S —  to  vindicate  and  promote  true  religion  and 
morality.  Thefe  two  bleflings  will  juftly  make  an  epo- 
cha  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 

I  have  delivered  your  melTage  to  Harte,  who  waits 
with  impatience  for  your  letter.  He  is  very  happy  now 
in  having  free  accefs  to  all  Lord  Craven's  papers,  which, 
he  Pays,  give  him  great  lights  into  the  bellum  tricennah^ 
the  old  Lord  Craven  having  been  the  profefled  and  va- 
lourous  knight  errant,  and  perhaps  fomething  more,  to 
the  Queen  of  Bohemia  ;  at  lead,  like  Sir  Peter  Pride, 
he  had  the  honour  of  fpending  great  part  of  his  eftate 
in  her  Royal  caufe. 

I  am  by  no  means  right  yet;  I  am  very  weak  and 
flimzy  ftill ;  but  the  Doctor  a  flu  res  me,  that  ftrength 
and  fpirits  will  return  ;  if  they  do,  hero  apponam,  I  will 
make  the  bed  of  them  ;  if  they  do  not,  I  will  not  make 
their  want  flill  worfe,  by  grieving  and  regretting  them. 
I  have  lived  long  enough,  and  obferved  enough,  to  efti- 
mate  mod  things  at  their  intrinfic,  and  not  their  imagi- 
nary value  ;  and  at  feventy,  I  find  nothing  much  worth 
either  defiring  or  fearing.  But  thefe  reflections,  which 
fuit  with  feventy,  would  be  greatly  premature  at  two* 
and- thirty.  So  make  the  bed  of  your  time,  enjoy  the 
prefent  hour;  but  memor  ultima.  God  blefs  you! 


LETTER 


4y3      LORD  CHESTI  TERS 

\.    E    T    T    E    R      CI.III. 

Bath,  December  the  i8th,  . 
)iir  letter  this  morning,  in  which  you  re- 

The  rtafon  was,  that  I  did  not  know  what  to  write. 

re  is  that  famer.cfs  in  my  life  here,  that  every  , 
fllll  but  as  the  firfl.     I  fee  J,    in  the 

of  the  word,   I  hear  nothi 

Mr.  L —  and  Mr.  C—  I  hold  to  be  i  v  ingeni- 

ous men;  and   your  image  of  i  men  ru 

fmg  his  law-fuit,  and  the  other  b  ,   is  a 

very  juft  one.     To  be  fure  they  ft  It  in   themklvcs  un- 
:non  talents  for  bufincfs  and  fpcaking,   which  were 
to  reimburfc  them. 

Harte  has  a  great  poetical  work  to  publim,  before  it 
be  long;  he  has  mown  me  fome  parts  of  it.     1 '. 

1  it  Emblems ;  but  I   perfuadcd  him  to  alter   that 
name,    f  afons  :   the  firft  v. 

not  emblems,  but  fables  :   the  fecond  \ 

i 
that  r.aine,   to    fuch  a  degre< ,  'e   to 

j  ufe  of  it  after  him;   fo  they  are  to  be  . 
bles,  though  moral  t 

prop  :ic.     If  you  afk  me  \\lut  I  think  of  thofe  I 

:  :  p/ura  bona,  qu<ed>im  i 

:t   of  future   ch.. 

wholly  grou;  *r  it  flill  ru;,s  (Iror.gly  in  ni) 

that  the  mine,   uc  talked  of,   will  be  fprung,  at,  c. 
fore  the  end  of  t!, 

I  have  g-Jt  a  little  more  ftrength,  but  not  quite   the 
ijrcules;   fo  that  :akc,   like 

him. 
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him,  fifty  deflorations  in  one  night;  for  I  really  believe 
that  I  could  not  compafs  them.  So  good  night,  and 
God  blefs 
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Bath*  December  the  24th,  1763. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

IConfefs  I  was  a  good  deal  furprifed  at  your  prefling 
me  To  ftrongly  to  influence  parfon  Rofenhagen,  when 
you  well  know  the  refolution  1  had  made  feveral  years 
ago,  and  which  I  have  ferupuloufly  obferved  ever  fmce, 
not  to  concern  myfelf,  directly  or  indireclly,  in  any 
party  political  conteft  whatfoever.  Let  parties  go  to 
loggerheads,  as  much  and  as  long  as  they  pleafe  ;  I  will 
neither  endeavour  to  part  them,  nor  take  the  part  of 
either  ;  for  I  know  them  all  too  well.  But  you  fay, 
that  Lord  Sandwich  has  been  remarkably  civil  and  kind 
to  you.  I  am  very  glad  of  it;  and  he  can  by  no  means 
impute  to  you  my  obflinacy,  folly,  or  philofophy ; 
call  it  what  you  pleafe :  you  may  with  great  truth  af- 
fure  him,  that  you  did  all  you  could  to  obey  his  com- 
mands. 

I  am  forry  to  find  that  you  are  out  of  order,  but  I 
hope  it  is  only  a  cold  ;  fhould  it  be  any  thing  more, 
pray  confult  Dr.  Maty,  who  did  you  fo  much  good  in 
your  lad  illnefs,  when  the  great  medicinal  Mattadores 
did  you  rather  harm.  1  have  found  a  Monfieur  Dia- 
foinis  here,  Dr.  Moify,  who  has  really  done  me  a  great 
deal  of  good ;  and  i  am  lure  i  wanted  it  a  great  deal, 
when  I  came  here  firfl.  1  have  recovered  fome  ftrength, 
and  a  little  more  will  give  me  as  much  as  I  can  make 
ufe  of. 

Lady 
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Lady  T>\  ma- 

ny compliments:  a::d  I  willi 
d  a  good  night.         Ad 

LETTER      CI 

Bath,  December  the  51  ft,  1763.^ 

MY  Dr.\K  ri: 

GVKNKOP   wrote  me  word,  by  the  lad  pnft, 
p  with  the  gout;   but  I  n 

quelV  \\hetheritisthegoutornot.    x 

lad   illncfs,  before  you  went  abi  s  pronor. 

the  <.  i  and  j- 

man  tliat  the  lame  miftake  is  not  : 

this  year;  ar.d  that,  by  giving  you  ftrong  and  liot  me- 
dicines to  throw  out  the  gout,  they  do  not  c  the 
rheumatifm,  if  it  be  one. 

Mr.  \Vilkes  has  imitated  Tome  of  the  great  men  of 
antiquity,  by  going  into  voluntary  exile  :  it  \\as  his  only 
way  of  defeating  both  his  creditors  and  his  profecutors. 
•ever  his  friends,  if  he  has  a:  is  re- 

turning foon,  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  that  foon  comes. 

ive  been  much  out  of  order  thefe  four  of  a 

>ld  -,  which   I  do  not  kr. 

h  obliged  me  to  fufpend  d  but 

is  now  fo  much   ' 

ving  my  you  in  tow 

'>ut  this  is  fub  f;. 
only.     God  blefs  you ! 


LETT 
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LETTER      CLVI. 

Blackheath,  July  the  20th,  1764. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  3d, 
from  Prague,  but  I  never  received  that  which  you 
mention  from  Ratifbon ;  this  made  me  think  you  in 
fuch  rapid  motion,  that  I  did  not  know  where  to  take 
aim.  I  now  fuppofe  that  you  are  arrived,  though  not 
yet  fettled,  at  Drefden  ;  your  audiences  and  formalities 
are,  to  be  fure,  over,  and  that  is  great  eafe  of  mind  to 
you. 

I  have  no  political  events  to  acquaint  you  with  ;  the 
fummer  is  not  the  feafon  for  them,  they  ripen  only  in 
winter;  great  ones  are  expected  immediately  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  but  that,  you  know,  is  always 
the  language  of  fears  and  hopes.  However,  I  rather  be- 
lieve that  there  will  be  fomething  patched  up  between 
the  ins  and  the  outs. 

The  whole  fubject  of  converfation,  at  prefent,  is  the 
Death  and  Will  of  Lord  Bath :  he  has  left  above  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  land  and  money,  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  in  cafh,  flocks,  and  mortgages ; 
his  own  eftate,  in  land,  was  improved  to  fifteen  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year,  and  the  Bradford  eflate,  which  he 
*  *,  is  as  much;  both  which,  at  only  five- and- twenty 
years  purchafe,  amount  to  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds ;  and  all  this  he  has  left  to  his  brother,  General 
Pulteney,  and  in  his  own  difpofal,  though  he  never  loved 
him.  The  legacies  he  has  left  are  trifling,  for,  in 
truth,  he  cared  for  nobody  ;  the  words  ghe  and  bequeath 
were  too  (hocking  to  him  to  repeat,  and  fo  he  left  all, 
in  one  word,  to  his  brother.  The  public,  which  was 

VOL.  IL  I  i  long 
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long  the  dupe  of  his  fimulation  and  dillimulation,  begins 
to  explain  upon  him  i  and  draws  fuch  a  picture  of  him 
as  I  gave  you  long  ago. 

Your  late  Secretary  has  been  with  me  three  or  I 

i  he  wants  fomething  or  another,  and  it  feems  all 
one  to  him  what,  whether  civil  or  military  ;  in  plain 
Englifh,  he  wants  bread.  He  has  knocked  at  the  doors 
of  fome  of  the  Minifters,  but  to  no  purpofe.  1  w  ilh  with 
all  my  lu  1  could  help  him  :  I  told  him  fairl-. 

I  could  not,  but  advifed  him  to  find  fome  channel  to 
Ix>rd  B***,  which,  though  a  Scotchman,  he  told  me 
he  could  not.  1  K  brought  a  packet  of  letters  from  the 
office  to  you,  which  I  made  him  feal  up  ;  ep  it 

>u,  as  I  fuppofe  it  makes  up  the  fcricsof  your  Ra- 
tifbon  Ic: 

As  for  me,  I  am  jud  what  I  was  when  you  left  me, 
s,  nobody.     Old  age  deals  upon  me  infenfibly.     I 
grow  weak  and  decrepit  -9  but  do  nc-  and  fo  I 

am  conu 

Forbes   brought   me  four  books  of  \  o  of 

h  were  Bielet  -rcrs-   in  which  to  my  k: 

lege,  there  are  many  notorious  lies. 

Make  ii-,y  compliments  to  Comte  Einfiedcl,  whom  I 
;.nd  honour  much  •,  and  fo  good  night  lofeine  Excel- 

Now  our  correfpondc  :.iore  regular,  and 

I  <>m  you  every  fortnight.     I 

regular  on  .    but  write  oftencr 

:  motlier,  if  it  bo  but  three  lines. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CLVH. 

Blackheath,  July  the  27th,   1764. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  two  days  ago,  your  letter  of  the  nth, 
from  Drefden,  where  I  am  very  glad  that  you  are 
fafely  arrived  at  lad.  The  prkes  of  the  neceffaries  of 
life  are  monftrous  there;  and  I  do  not  conceive  how  the 
poor  natives  fubfift  at  all,  after  having  been  fo  long  and 
fo  often  plundered  by  their  own  as  well  as  b'y  other 
Sovereigns. 

As  for  procuring  you  either  the  title  or  the  appoint- 
ments cf  Plenipotentiary,  I  could  as  foon  procure  therri 
from  the  Turkifh  as  from  the  Englifh  Miniftry  5  and, 
in  truth,  I  believe  they  have  it  not  to  give. 

Now  to  come  to  your  Civil  Lift,  if  one  may  compare 
fmall  things  with  great.  I  think  i  have  found  out  a  better 
refrefliment  for  it  than  you  propofe ;  for,  to  morrow,  I 
fhall  fend  to  your  cafhier,  Larpent,  five  hundred  pounds 
at  once,  for  your  ufe,  which,  1  prefume,  is  better  than 
by  quarterly  payments ;  and  I  am  very  apt  to  think, 
that,  next  Midfummer  da}7,  he  will  have  the  fame  furrv 
and  for  the  fame  ufe,  configned  to  him. 

It  is  reporred  here,  and  I  believe  not  without  feme 
foundation,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  acceded  ttf 
the  Family  Compact  between  France  and  Spain  }  if  fo; 
I'  am  fure  it  behoves  us  to  form  in  time  a  counter  alli- 
ance, of  at  1  call  equal  ftrength  ;  which.  I  could  eafily 
point  out,  but  which,  1  fear,  is  not  thought  of  here. 

The  rage  of  marrying  is  very  prevalent-  fo  that  there 
will  be  probably  a  great  crop  of  cuckolds  next  winter, 
who  are  at  prelent  only  cocus  en  berbe.  It  will  contribute 
to  population,  and  fo  far  mud  be  allowed  to  be  a  pub- 
lic benefit,  Lord  G— ,  Mr.  B-,  and  MX.  D ,  are,'. 

I  i  2-  «» 
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s  refpcO,  very  mtrr  mar- 

handfome  worn;  .out  one  Shilling    fortune. 

-  mud  indeed  take  fume  pains  to  arrive  at  : 
dignity;  but  I  dare   fay  he   will  bring  it  about,   by  the 
<>f  fome  young  Scotch  or  Irifh  officer.     Good  night, 
and  God  bids  you' 


LETTER      CLVIII. 

Blackhcath,  September  the  3^,  1764. 

TO, 

Ivereccr.  letter  of  the  1.     I  fee  that 

ir    complete  arrangement    approaches,    and   you 
need  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  give  entertainments,  fmce  fo 
crs  do. 

inning  js  the  man  in  the  world  bed  calcu- 
n  finances,  which  have  been 

all  this  o  ivifhed  with  the  mofl 

abfurd  profufion  :  he  has  certainly  abilities,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in:  I  dn re  au'wcr  for  him,  that  the  gen- 
tlcnefs  and  flexibility o(  his  tamper  will  not  prevail  \\ith 

:!ie  importunities  of  craving  and  j 
lant  ions.      I  fee  in    him  another  Sully;    and 

I  willi  he  were  at  the  head  of  our  fina: 

Spain  both  infult  us,  and  we  take  it  too 

1:1  my  opinion,  the  time  for  us  to 

talk  '  ,    !    .       |         .,iecl,  will  not 

quarrel  \.  .at  lead  equal  to 

ioon- 
wc  fliall  hear 

icnt  for  us  to 

we  fhall  be  feared,  if  we  do  not  fhow 
that  we  fear. 

Here  ir,  news  of  changes  and  chano 

the  political    world  v    which,  are  only   in 

Jon 
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fcafon  in  the  R  months,  when  the  Parliament  fits.  I 
think  there  will  be  fome  then,  but  of  what  kir,d,  God 
knows. 

1  have  received  a  book  for  you,  and  one  for  rryfdf, 
from  Harte.  It  is  upon  Agriculture,  and  will  furpnze 
you,  as,  I  confefs,  it  did  me.  This  work  is  not  only 
in  Englifh,  but  good  and  elegant  Englifh ;  he  has  even 
fcattered  graces  upon  his  fubjeft ;  and,  in  profe,  has 
come  very  near  Virgil's  Georgics  in  verfe.  I  have  \vriz- 
ten  to  him,  to  congratulate  his  happy  transformation.  As 
foon  as  I  can  find  an  opportunity,  I  will  fend  you  your 
copy.  You  (though  no  Agricola)  will  read  it  with  plea- 
fure. 

I  know  Mackenzie,  whom  you  mention.  Ceft  un  de- 
He,  fed  cave. 

Make  mine  and  Lady  Chefterfield's  compliments  to 
Comte  et  ComtefTe  Fiemming :  and  fo,  Dicu  vous  die  en  fa 
Jainttgarde. 

LETTER      CLIX. 

Blackheath,   September  the  1 4th,  1764. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  of  the  3oth 
pad,  by  which  I  find  that  you  had  not  -then  got 
mine,  which  I  fent  you  the  day  after  I  had  received  your 
former  ;  you  hare  had  no  great  lofs  of  it,  fo-r,  as  1  told 
you  in  my  laft,  this  inactive  feafon  of  the  year  fupplies 
no  materials  for  a  letter  •,  the  winter  may,  and  proba- 
bly will,  produce  an  abundant  crop,  but  of  what  grain, 
I  neither  know,  guefs,  nor  care.  1  take  it  for  granted, 
that  Lord  B  *  *  *  furnagera  encore,  but  by  the  ailiflance 
of  what  bladders  or  cork-waiilcoats,  God  only  knows. 
The  death  of  poor  Mr.  Legge,  the  epileptic  fits  of  the 
Duke  of  Dcvonfhire,  for  which  he  is  gone  to  Aix-la- 
I  i  3  Chapellcj 
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cd  age  of  the  Duke  of  Ncw? 

mcdation,  if  Mi 
>  it. 
Yo  .  k  of  the  death  qf  pf 

.    •       J        •  nlnr 

. 

probably    bo  I  alternn 

. 

d  \scrc 
He  roii 
arc   all   1  that 

• 

ons  are  too  llron^,  >  weak,  tod 

thine;  .11,  perhaps,  r  >re  it 

fome  Scythian  as  fr-  udiccs  as 

herfelf.     If  there  is  01  :  Cromwell  in  iln  three  re- 

giments of  guards,  he  will  probably,   for  the  fake- 
country,  dcpofe  and  murder  her :  for   that  is  one 
and  the  fame  thing  in  Ru 

You  fee i  fden. 

1  :  y  footmen,  and  one  running  one, /OH/  Equi- 

page Iffti'.     The  German  ones  will  give  you,  / ; 

,u  have  any,  Monfcig- 

My  'own  health  vanes,  as  ufual,  but  never  deviates 
into  good.     God  blefs  you,  and  fend  you  better ! 

LETTER       C 

Blnckhcath,  Oaobcr  the  4»h,    17*4. 
D, 

I  Have  now  your  lad  lett- r,    rf  the  i6th  pad,  lying 
before  me  ;  and  I  gave  your  enclok 
\vhich  has  put  him  into  a  violent  buftle  to  execute  your 
liffions,   as  v.  as  cheap  as  poflible.     I  refer 

him  to  his  own  letter.  ;s  you  true,  as  to  ComtefTe 

Cofel's 
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CofePs  diamonds,  which  certainly  nobody  will  buy  here 
unfight  unfeen,  as  they  call  it ;  fo  many  minuties  con- 
curring, to  encreafe  or  leflen  the  value  of  a  diamond. 
Your  Chefhire  cheefe,  your  Burton  ale  and  beer,  I 
charge  myfelf  with,  and  they  (hall  be  fent  you  as  foon 
as  poflfible.  Upon  this  occafion  I  will  give  you  a  piece  of 
advice,  which,  by  experience,  I  know  to  be  ufeful.  In 
all  commilTions,  whether  from  men  or  women,  point  de 
galanterie,  bring  them  in  your  account,  and  be  paid  to 
the  uttermofl  farthing  ;  but  if  you  would  fliow  them 
une  galanterie^  let  your  prefent  be  of  fomething  that  is  not 
in  your  commiffion,  otherwife  you  will  be  the  Cmtmffi- 
onaire  banal,  of  all  the  women  of  Saxony.  Apropos; 
Who  is  your  Comtefle  de  Cofel  ?  Is  (he  daughter,  or 
grand  daughter,  of  the  famous  Madame  de  Cofel,  in 
King  Auguftus's  time  ?  Is  (he  young  or  old,  ugly  or 
handfomc  ? 

I  do  not  wonder  that  people  are  wonderfully  furprized 
at  our  tamenefs  and  forbearance,  with  regard  to  France 
and  Spain.  Spain,  indeed,  has  lately  agreed  to  our  cut- 
ting logwood,  according  to  the  treaty,  and  fent  flrict 
orders  to  their  Governor  to  allow  it ;  but  you  will  ob- 
ferve  too,  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  reparation  for 
the  lodes  we  lately  fuftained  there.  But  France  is  not 
even  fo  traceable  ;  it  will  pay  but  half  the  money  due, 
upon  a  liquidated  account,  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners.  Our  requeft,  to  have  Comte  d'Eftaifig  re- 
called and  cenfured,  they  have  abfolutely  rejected, 
though,  by  the  laws  of  war,  he  might  be  hanged  for 
having  twice  broke  his  parole.  This  does  not  do  France 
honour  •  however,  I  think  we  (hall  be  quiet,  and  that 
at  the  only  time,  perhaps  this  century,  when  we  might, 
withfafety,  be  otherwife;  but  this  is  nothing  new,  nor 
the  firft  time,  by  many,  when  national  honour  and  inte- 
reft  have  been  facrifked  to  private.  It  has  always  been 

I  i  4  fo  : 
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fo  :  and  one  may  fay,  upon  this  occal  it  Horace 

upon  anotht:  •:<//  ante  I 

I  have  feen  Its  Conies  de  Guillaumc  .:id  like  mod 

of  them  fo  little,  that  1  can  hardly  think  them  \ 
but  rather  the  fcraps  that  have  fallen  from  his  table,  and 
been  worked  up  by  inferior  workmen,  under  his  name. 
I  have  not  fren  the  other  book  you  mention,  theZX 

Port  at  if.      't  is  not  yet  come  over. 
I  (hall  next  we  k  go  take  my  winter-quarters  in  Lon- 
the  weathci  cold  and  damp,  and 

not  proper  for  an  old,  (battered,   and  cold  ,  like 

.     In  November  I  will  go  to  the  Bath,    to  careen 
if  for  the  winter,   and   to  fliift  the  fcene.     Good 
'it. 

LETTER      C! 

London,  October  the  igth,  1764, 
MY  DF.AR  FRIEND, 

YTERDAY  morning  Mr.  •  *  came  to  me,  from 
k   me  whether  I  thought 
would  approve  of  vacating  your  feat  in  Parliame 
the  r<  :  of  it,  upon  a  valuable  confideratinn,  mean- 

ing m  ;  1  really  did  not  know 

your  difpofition  upon  that  fubjed  ;  but  that  I  knew  you 
would  be   very    willing,    in  general,    to  accomnr 
them,  as  lay  in  your  power.   That  your  Election, 

to  my  knowledge,  had  cod  you  two  thoufand  pounds  j 
that  this  Parliament  had  not  fate  above  half  its  time  ; 
my  part,  I  approved  of  the  meafure  well 
enough,  provided  you  had  an  equitable  equivalent.  I 
take  it  for  ;  that  you  will  have  a  letter  from 

,    by  this  poft,   to  that  effect,    fo   that  you  muft 
confider  what  you  vull  do.     What  I  ad  \ife,  is  t 
them  a  good  deal  of  Galbanum  in  the  fir  ft  part  ol 

let 
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letter.  Le  Galbanum  ne  coute  rien ;  and  then  fay,  that 
you  are  willing  to  do  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  that  you  hope 
an  equitable  confideration  will  be  had  to  the  two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  which  your  feat  coft  you  in  the  prefent 
Parliament,  of  which  not  above  half  the  term  is  expired. 
Moreover,  that  you  take  the  liberty  to  remind  them, 
that  your  being  fent  for  from  Ratifbon,  lad  feffion, 
when  you  were  jufl  fettled  there,  put  you  to  theexpence 
of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  for  which  you  were 
allowed  nothing  ;  and  that,  therefore,  you  hope  they 
will  not  think  one  thoufand  pounds  too  much,  confider- 
ing  all  thefe  circumftances  ;  but  that,  in  all  events,  you 
will  do  whatever  they  defire.  Upon  the  whole,  I  think 
this  propofal  advantageous  to  you,  as  you  probably  will 
not  make  ufe  of  your  feat  this  Parliament ;  and  further, 
as  it  will  fecure  you  from  another  unpaid  journey  frorn 
Drefden,  in  cafe  they  meet,  or  fear  to  meet,  with  diffi- 
culties in  any  enfuing  feffion  of  the  prefent  Parliament. 
Whatever  one  muft  do,  one  mould  do  de  bonne  grace. 
Dm.  God  blefs  you. 

LETTER      CLXII. 

Bath,  November  the  icth,  1764, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Am  much  concerned  at  the  account  you  gave  me  of 
yourfelf,  in  your  laft  letter.  There  is  to  be  fure,  at 
fuch  a  town  as  Drefden,  at  lead  fome  one  very  fkilful 
phyfician  ;  whom  I  hope  you  have  confulted  ;  and  I  would 
have  you  acquaint  him  with  all  your  feveral  attacks  of 
this  nature,  from  your  great  one  at  Laubach,  to  your 
late  one  at  Drefden  :  tell  him  too,  that,  in  your  lad  ill- 
nefs  in  England,  the  phyficians  miftook  your  cafe,  and 
treated  it  as  the  gout,  till  Maty  came,  who  treated  it  as 
a  rheumatifm,  and  cured  you.  In  my  own  opinion,  you 
have  never  had  the  gout,  but  always  the  rheumatifm  ; 

which, 


>D  CHE 

•    • 
pofiibly  be,   and  (hould  be  treated   in  a  quite 

cooling  medicines   and  regimen,  in- 
ftead  of  t  .atory  cordials  which  they  a! 

adminifter,  w!.  rV)UC»  to  k 

ich. 

I  have  been  her, 
drank  fu  little  of  the  water,  that  I  can  neither  fpeak 

i  ot  it.  people  in  this  place  is  in- 

iTj  1  know. 

,  that  is  certain  , 
not  fo  ill  nei; 
bought 

'.•r  to  my   lad  letter,  ?,g  a 

certain  p; 
made  you,  and  which,  in  the  main,  1  approve  of  your  ac- 

•j,s  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  fend  you  better 
health !         Adieu. 

LETTER     CLX1II. 

London,  February  the  26th,  1765. 
MY  DEAR  FRII  M), 

Ytter,  of  the 
fure  as  your  former  '  en  me  ir 

•     • 
from 

!          vc  every  one  \ 

tDtJerumd. 

pcr.d  upon  what    1  \ 
Midfummcr  next,  at  farthcft,  and  at  / 

A!!  ,   of  the  ( 

the  Saxon  MinilK 

bruit  pour  vnc  omiu  ird.      It  will  mod  cc: 

foon  made  up  j  and  in  th.  ition  fhew  your! 

icrate 
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moderate  and  healing  as  your  inflrudions   from  1: 
will  allow,   efpecially  to  Comte  Flemming.     The  I . 
of  Pruflia,  I  believe,  has  a  mind  to  infult  him  perfonally, 
as  an  olcj  enemy,  or   elfe  to  quarrel  with  Saxony,  that 
dares  not  quarrel  with  him  ;  but  fome  of  the  Corps  Dip- 
lomatique here,  aiTure  me,  it  is  only  a  pretence  to  recall 
his  Envoy,  and  to  fend,  when  matters  (hall  be  made  up, 
a  little  Secretary  there,  a  moinsdefraix,   as  he  does  now 
to  Paris  and  London. 

Comte  Bri'.hl  is  much  in  fafhion  here  ;  I  like  him  migh- 
tily ;  he  has  very  much  k  ton  de  la  bonne  compagnie.  Poor 
Schrader  died  laft  Saturday,  without  the  lead  pain  or 
ficknefs.  God  blefs  you! 

LETTER    CLXIV. 

London,  April  the  22<3,   1765. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  E  day  before  yefterday  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  3d  inftant.  I  find  that  your  important  affair 
of  the  Ceremonial  is  adjufted  at  laft,  as  I  forefaw  it 
would  be.  Such  minuties  are  often  laid  hold  on  as  a 
pretence,  for  Powers  who  have  a  mind  to  quarrel ;  but 
are  never  tenacioufly  infifted  upon,  where  there  is  neither 
intereft  nor  inclination  to  break.  Comte  Flemming, 
though  a  hot,  is  a  wife  man  •,  and  I  was  fure  would  not 
break,  both  with  England  and  Hanover,  upon  fo  trifling 
a  point,  efpeciallv  during  a  minority.  Apropos  of  a 
minority  ;  the  King  is  to  come  to  the  Houfe  to-morrow, 
to  recommend  a  bill  to  fettle  a  Regency,  in  cafe  of  his 
cjemife  while  his  fucceiTor  is  a  minor.  Upon  the  King's 
late  illnefs,  which  was  no  trifling  one,  the  whole  nation 
cried  out  aloud  for  fuch  a  bill,  for  reafons  which  will  rea- 
dily occur  to  you,  who  know  (actuations,  perfons,  and 
characters,  here.  I  do  not  know  the  particulars  of  this 

intended 


492      LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  LETTERS 

-\'th  it  ir 

that  which  was  palled  in  the  late  King's  t,  n  the 

a  minor.     I  am  Cure  there  cannot  be  a 
better. 

You  inquire  about  Monfieur  deGuerchy's  affair-  and 
1  \viii  give  \ou  as  fucciiift  an  account  as  I  can,  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary and   perplexed   a  tranfaction  ;  but  \\ 
giving  you  my  own  opinion  of  it,  by  the  common  pod. 

know  what  :  tween  Mr.  de  GUI 

and  .'  :  I)' Eon,  in  which,   both  our  e  and 

fieur  de  (  rience  in  bull- 

it  three  or  four  months  ago,  Monfieur  du  Y 
publiduv:  eel   of  letters,  from  i 

(elf  to  the  Ducde  Choifeul  -,  in  which  he  pofitively  af- 
,  that  Monfieur  de  Guerchy  prevailed  with  him 
,;y)  to  a ;  into  England  to  aflafllnate  D'Eon  t 

the  words  are,   as  well  as  I  remember,  que  ce  > 

•  me,  VIMS  de  fon  Eptey  qu'on  h  d: 

dnt  en  Anghterre.  This  accufation  of  aflaflmation,  you 
may  imagine,  (hocked  Monfieur  de  Guerchy,  who  corn- 
ed bitterly  to  our  Miniftcrs  j  and  they  both  puzzled 
on  for  fomc  time,  without  doing  any  thing,  becaufe  they 
did  not  know  what  to  do.  At  lad  du  Vergy,  about 
months  ago,  applied  himfi 

dlefc  ,  that  Mr.  de  Guerchy  had  hired 

him  '  Upon  this  dt 

tion,  the  Gra:  i  bill  of  intended  murder 

agaii  dc  Guerc  ,ch  bill,  however,  ne- 

ver (.  ::g  granted  I 

frofcqui  in  favour  of  iV  *         chy  ;  and  the  At- 

•al  is  actually  pro!  \\'hc- 

ther  t  r;rant  a  noli profcqui  in  a  criminal  i 

and  s-.  -sit  dcsgr  ds  to  criminal  c 

are  two  points  which   employ  our  dorm-flic  politic 
and  the  whole  C  /;//,  to  ufe  a 

coarfc 
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coarfe  and  vulgar  faying,  il  y'a  de  la  tnerde  au  lout  du  bl- 
ton,  quelqite  part. 

I  fee  and  hear  thefe  dorms  from  fliore,y//tfw  mariinag- 
no,  &c.  I  enjoy  my  own  fecurity  and  tranquillity,  to- 
gether with  better  health  than  I  had  reafon  to  exped,  at 
my  age,  and  with  my  conditution  :  however,  I  feel  a 
gradual  decay,  though  a  gentle  one  ;  and  I  think  that 
I  (hall  not  tumble,  but  Hide  gently  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  of  life.  When  that  will  be,  I  neither  know  nor  care, 
for  I  am  very  weary.  God  blefs  you  ! 

Mallet  died,  two  days  ago,  of  a  diarrhoea,  which  he 
had  carried  with  him  to  France,  and  brought  back  again 
hither. 


LETTER      CLXV. 

Blackheath,  July  the  ad,   1/65. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  azd 
pad  ;  and  I  delayed  anfwering  your  former,  in  dai- 
ly, or  rather  hourly  expectation  of  informing  you  of  the 
birth  of  a  new  Minidry  ;  but  in  vain  ;  for,  after  athou- 
fand  conferences,  all  things  remain  dill  in  the  date 
which  I  defcribed  to  you  in  my  lad.  Lord  S.  has,  I  be- 
lieve, given  you  a  pretty  true  account  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things ;  but  my  Lord  is  much  midaken,  I  am 
perfuaded,  when  he  fays,  that  the  King  has  thought  proper 
to  re-eftablifo  his  oldferuants  in  the  management  of  his  affairs  ; 
for  he  (hows  them  all  the  public  diflike  poflible  ;  and, 
at  his  levee,  hardly  fpeaks  to  any  of  them  ;  but  fpeaks 
by  the  hour  to  any  body  elfe.  Conferences,  in  the  mean 
time,  go  on,  of  which  it  is  eafy  to  guefs  the  main  fub- 
ject,  but  impoflible,  for  me  at  lead,  to  know  the  particu- 
lars; but  this  I  will  venture  toprophefy,  that  the  whole 
will  foon  center  in  Mr.  Pitt. 

You' 
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i  feem  i. 

here  it  is — She  is  a  good  woman,  a  good  wife,  a  t^ 
motl  lotes 

e,  has   i 
fpoke  one  word  to  her  about  bufineis.     1  1 

ill  that  I  know  of  thefe  i  believe, 

is  as  mtK  the 

fecret.     In  the  mean  time,    yc  that  fur- 

jeftures,  and  reports,  are  infinite  f,   as 

truth  is  but  one,  one  million,   at  leaft,  of  thefe 

i, life;  for  they  differ  exco 
c  loft  an  honeft  fervant,  by  the  d  poor 

'  you  to  take  a  clever  you 

in  his  room,  of  whole  charadU  may  get  authentic 

ding  for  one  to  France,  whofe 
:  can  only  know  from  far. 
•  r  more,  I  will  write  more  ;  till  when,  God 
•i  you! 

LETTER      CLXVI. 

ckhealh,    July  the  15th,  1765. 

ID  my  lad,  that  you  Qiould  hear  from  me 
•  >n  as  I  had  any  thing  and 

1  have  too  m 

to  the  Gazcttt  all    that  has 

:iion,    as 

I  do,  :o  be  done.     Ma 

are  talked  of ;  bin 

.in  fweep- 

ing  alrca,'  I  do  r,«  my  tim- 

have  feer.  .at   once,  as  an 

w  Secretaries  of  State,   cum  multis 
afos, 

^al  arch  almod  built,  but  or  ma- 
|a  of  fo  different  a  nature,  and  without  a  key  (lone, 

that 
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that  it  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  indicate  either  ftrength 
or  duration.  It  will  certainly  require  repairs,  and  a  key- 
(tone,  next  winter  ;  and  that  key-done  will  and  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  be  Mr.  Pitt.  It  is  true,  he  might  have  been  that 
key-ftonenow  ;  and  would  have  accepted  it,  but  not  with- 
out Lord  Temple's  confent ;  and  Lord  Temple  pofitively 
refufed.  There  was  evidently  fome  trick  in  this,  but 
what,  is  pad  my  conjecturing.  Daviu  fum  nr^n  Oedipus. 
There  is  a  manifeft  interregnum  in  the  Treaiury  ^  for 
Idofuppofe  that  Lord  Rockingham  and  Mr.  Dowdef- 
vvell  will  not  think  proper  to  be  very  active.  General 
Conway,  who  is  your  Secretary,  has  certainly  parts,  at 
lead  equal  to  his  bufmefs,  which  I  dare  lay  he  will  ap- 
ply to.  The  fame  may  be  faid,  1  believe,  of  the  Duke 
of  Grafton;  and  indeed  there  is  no  magic  requifite  for 
the  executive  part  of  thofe  employments.  The  minifte- 
rial  part  is  another  thing  ;  they  muft  fcrarnble  with  their 
fellow- fervants,  for  power  and  favour,  as  well  as  they 
can.  Foreign  affairs  are  not  fo  much  as  mentioned,  and, 
I  verily  believe,  not  thought  of.  But,  furely,  fome  coun- 
terbalance would  be  neceiTary  to  the  Family  Compact ; 
and,  if  not  foon  contracted,  will  be  too  late.  God  bids 
you ! 

LETTER     CLXVIL 

Blackheath,  Auguft  the  i  7ih,   i 
MY  DFAR  FRIEND, 

YO  U  are  now  two  letters  in  my  debt  ;   and  I  fear 
the  gout  has  been  the  caufe  of  your  contracting 
that  debt.     When  you  are  not  able  to  write  yourfelf,  let 
your  Secretary  fend  me  two  or  three  lines,  to  acquaint 
me  how  you  are. 

You  have  now  feen,  by  the  London  Gazette,  what 
changes  have  really  been  made  at  Court ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  believe  you  have  feen  that  there  mud  be 

more, 
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more,  before  a  Miniltry  can  be  fettled  ;  what  thok 
be,  God  knows;  were  I  to conjecture,  1 11 
the  whole  will  center,  before  it  is  long,  in  Mr.  Pitt  and 
C°,  the  prefent  being  an  heterogeneous  jumble  of  youth 
and  caducity,  which  cannot  be  efficient. 

Charles  Townfhend  calls  the  prefent,  a  Lutcf! 
niftry  ;  fit  only  for  the  fummer.     The  next  fefllon  will  be 
not  o  ,   but  a  violent  one,  as  you  will  cafily 

judge,  if  you  look  over  the  names  of  the  ins  and  of  the 
outs. 

1  feel  this  beginning  of  the  autumn,  which  is  alrc 
very  cold  :  t!i  are  withered,  fall  apace,  and  feem 

I   mud  follow  ihem  ;  which  1   fhall  do 
without  rehu  being  extremely  weary  of  this  filly 

world.     God  blefs  you,  both  in  it  and  after  it! 

LETTER      CLXVIII. 

Blackhcath,  Auguft  the  25th,  i 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received  but  four  days  ago  your  letter  of  the  ad  in- 
ftant.     I  find  by  it  that  you  are  well,  for  you  are  in 
good  fpirits.     Your  notion  of  the  new  birth,  or  regene- 
ration  of  the  Miniftry,  is  a  very  jnfl  one;  and  that  they 
have  not  yet  ti  of  the  covenant,  is,  I  dare  fay, 

:,   it  is  not  in  the  poflefllon  of  either  of 
the  Secretaries  of  ho  have  only  the  King's  l< 

ror  do  I  believe  (whatever  his  Grace  may  imagine)  that 
it  is  even  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Lord  Privy  Seal.  I  own 
I  am  loft,  in  ihe  prefent  fituation  of  affairs;  different 
conjectures  prefent  thcmfdves  to  my  mind,  but  none 
;  can  re  ft  upon.  The  next  fefllon  muft  certainly 
clear  up  matters  a  good  deal  ;  for  I  believe  it  will  be 
the  warnv  mod  acrimonious  one  that  has  been 

known,    fince  that  of  the  Excife.     The  late  Miniftry 
tbc  prefent  Oppofitiot^    are  determined   to  attack  Lord 
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B publicly  in  Parliament,  and  reduce  the  late  Op- 

pofition,  the  prefent  Mini/try,  to  protect  him  publickly, 
in  confequence  of  their  fuppofed  treaty  with  him.  En 
attendant  mietix,  the  paper  war  is  carried  on  with  much 
fury  and  fcurrility  on  all  fides  to  the  great  entertainment 
of  fuch  lazy  and  impartial  people  as  myfelf.  I  do  not 
know  whether  you  have  the  Daily  Advertifer  and  the 
Public  Advertifer  j  in  which  all  the  political  letters  are 
inferred,  and  fome  very  well  written  ones  on  both  fides ; 
but  I  know  that  they  amufe  me,  tant  lien  que  mal,  for  an 
hour  or  two  every  morning.  Lord  T is  the  fup- 
pofed author  of  the  pamphlet  you  mention  ;  but  I  think 

it  is  above  him.     Perhaps  his  brother  C T , 

who  is  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  arrange- 
ment, may  have  aflifted  him  privately.  As  to  this  lat- 
ter, there  was  a  good  ridiculous  paragragh  in  the  news- 
papers, two  or  three  days  ago :  We  hear^  that  the  Right 

Honourable  Mr.  C—   -  T is  indifpofed,   at  his  houfe  in 

Oxfordshire,  of  a  pain  in  his  fide-,  but  it  is  not  f aid  in  which 
fide. 

I  do  not  find  that  the  Duke  of  York  has  yet  vifited 
you;  if  he  mould,  it  may  be  expenfive,  mat's  trouvera 
moien.  As  for  the  Lady,  if  you  mould  be  very  fharp  fet 
for  fome  Englifli  flefh,  fhe  has  it  amply  in  her  power,  to 
fupply  you,  if  fhe  pleafes.  Prince  Henry  of  Pruflia. 
God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER      CLXIX. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOUR  great   character  of  Prince  Henry,    which  I 
take  to  be  a  very  juft  one,   lowers  the  King  of 
PrufTia's  a  great  deal ;  and  probably  that  is  the  caufe  of 
their  being  fo  ill   together.     But  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
with  his  good  parts;  mould  reflect  upon  that  trite  and 
true  maxim,  qui  invidet  minor,  or  Mr.  de  la  Rocafoucatu'j 
VOL.  II.  K  k  ae 
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quc  I  eni>tt  ejl  I    •  [Jfions^  $:• 

' 

umetimes  c: 

\rcfsful   rival   ur.  'kit  now    that 

caufe  is  cca! 

on  of  tin 

;  The  late  Minifters  . 

with  having  d  ;  the  prefent  accuft 

ones  Jone  mik 

ok  upon  this  tol  ///<•*- 

in    St.  & 
'• 

r  than  t  me  in  to 

the  alMance  of  the  prefent  b,  they  will  have 

muc!  C T 

No  body 

C —  ,  s  only  good  fenfe,  but  not  the  neo 

lents  nor  experience,  /Ere  cicre  viros  ma:  Unique  accenderc 
I  never  remember,   in  all  my  time, 

i  fl.uc  of  affairs;  and  a  man  would  be 
much  pu.  tide  to  bet  on. 

,    Mils  C ,  is  another  problem  which 

I  cannot  folve.    She  no  more  wanted  the  waters  of  Carl f- 

,    that  yt  Is  it  to  Duke  of  K , 

he  cannot  live  without  her?  A  ^. 
ment  h  may  pofllMy  c-  :   that  In 

There  is  a  trick,  no  d-.)u!jf,   i  !'it,  I  neither 

ities, 

ccla  ncfri  I  v.'i!! 

the  I'  in  three  weeks  or  a  month,  : 

the  fake  of  b.  ban  of  drinking.     Th  hal- 

\vays  promotes  my  perfpirati< 

fupples  my  ft  natic  lit  n,   at 

as  well,  and  better,    than   I   could   reai^ably 

expect 
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expert  to  be,  anno  feptuagtfimo  primo.     May  you  be  lo 
as  long,  y  was.     God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER      CLXX. 

London,  October  die  25 th,  1765, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Received  your  letter  of  the  iQt\\fonica  ;  for  I  fet 
out  for  Bath  to-morrow  morning.  If  the  ufeofthofe 
waters  does  me  no  good,  the  fhifiing  the  fcene  for  Come 
time  will  at  lead  amufe  me  a  littls  ;  and  with  my  infir- 
mities, ilfautfaire  de  tout  boisfltcbe.  Some  variety  is  as 
necefTary  for  the  mind,  as  fome  medicines  are  for  the 
body. 

Here  is  a  total  ftagnation  of  politics,  which  I  fnppofe, 
will  continue  till  the  Parliament  fits  to  do  bufmefs,  and 
that  will  not  be  till  about  the  middle  of  January  ;  for  the 
meeting  on  the  17:0  of  December  is  only  for  the  fake 
of  fome  new  writs.  The  late  Minifters  threaten  the  pre- 
fent  ones  ;  but  the  latter  do  not  feem  in  the  lead  afraid 
of  the  former,  and  for  a  very  good  reafon,  which  is,  that 
they  have  the  diflribution  of  the  loaves  and  fifhes.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  very  certain  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  never  come  in- 
to this  or  any  other  Adminiftration  ;  he  'is  abfolutely  a 
cripple  all  the  year  j  and  in  violent  pain  at  lead  half  of 
it.  Such  phyfical  ills  are  great  checks  to  two  of  the 
flrongeft  pafiions,  to  which  human  nature  is  liable,  love 
and  ambition.  Though  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that 
the  prefent  Miniftry  can  be  long-lived,  I  can  as  little 
imagine,  who  or  what  can  fucceed  them,  telk  eft  la  difette 

defujets  Papabks.     The  Duke  of fwears,  that  he 

will  have  Lord perfonally  attacked  in  both  Houfes  ; 

but  I  do  not  fee  how,  without   endangering  himfelf  at 
the  fame  time. 

Mifs  C is  arrived  here,  and  her  Duke  is  fonder 

of  her  than  ever.     It  was  a  dangerous  experiment  that 
K  k  2  flic 
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Ihe  tried,  in  :.g  -y  but  it  k 

I  pity  you,  for  the  inundation  of  your  good  country- 
men .v helms  )  ou  •  jt  />/'  cc  qu'en  r  . 
Jtis,  befides,  expenlive;  but,  asl  look  upon  the  cxpcnce 
to  be  the  leaft  evil  of  the  two,  I  will  ice  if  a  N 
gift  will  not  make  it  up. 

As  I  am  now  upon  the  wing,  I  will  only  add,  God 
blcfs  you ! 

LETTER      CLXXI. 

Bath,  November  the  28th,  1765. 
MY  Dr.-.R  FRII-XD, 

I.ve  this  m )ment  received  your  letter  of  the  loth. 
I  have  now  been  here  a  month,  bathing  and  drink- 
ing the  waters,  for  complaints  much  of  the  fame  kind  as 
yours  ;  I  mean  pains  ;  :*s,  hips,  and  arms;   \\  he- 

gouty  or  rheumatic,  God  knows  ;  but,  I  believe, 
both,  that  fight  without  a  decifion  in  favour  of  either, 
and  have  abfolut  ced  me  to  the  mifcrable  fitua- 

tion  ;  kklle,    to  walk  upon  three  legs  ; 

nil  the  alliftancc  of  m.  Hick,  to  walk,  or  r.. 
hobble,  \  ntly,     I  uifh  it  were  a  declared 

ich  is  t!  per  of  a  gentleman;  whereas 

^.atifin  is  the  diftemper  ol  ',man 

or  cb  wh.o  arc  obliged  to  be  out  in  all  wea; 

and  at  all  hours. 

1  t!  d;j  very  right  to  afk  leave,  and  I  dare 

ou  will  eafily  get  it,  to  go  to  the  baths  in  Suabia  ; 
that  that  you  have  coni  ic  fkilful 

phyfician,  if  fucha  one  there  be,  cither  at  Drefden  or  at 
Leipfic,  about  the  nature  of  your  diftcmper,  and  th 
ture  of  thofe  baths  ;  bur,/w9j  quifqitc  patimur  \\"c 

have  but  a  bad  bargain,  G  s,  of  this  life,  ar.J  |  .1- 

tience  is  the  only  way  not  to  make  bad  worfe,     Mr.  Pitt 

keeps 
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keeps  his  bed  here,  with  a  very  real  gout,  and  not  a  po- 
litical one,  as  is  often  fufpeded. 

Here  has  been  a  corgrefs  of  mod  of  the  ex  Mini/Ires} 
If  they  have  raifed  a  battery,  as  1  fuppofe  they  have,  it 
is  a  mafked  one,  for  nothing  has  tranfpired  •  only  they 
confefs,  that  they  intend  a  mod  vigorous  attack.  £>V/- 
leurs,  there  feems  to  be  a  total  fufpenfion  of  all  bufmefs, 
till  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  and  then  Signa  canant. 
I  am  very  glad  that,  at  this  time,  you  are  out  of  it ;  and 
for  reafons  that  I  need  not  mention  :  you  would  certainly 
have  been  fent  for  over,  and,  as  before,  not  paid  for 
your journey. 

Poor  Harte  is  very  ill,  and  condemned  to  the  Hot- 
well  at  Briftol.  He  is  a  better  poet  than  philofopher  ; 
for  all  this  illnefs  and  melancholy  proceeds  originally 
from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  Guftavus  Adolphus.  He  is 
grown  extremely  devout,  which  1  am  very  glad  of,  be- 
caufethat  is  always  a  comfort  to  the  afflicted. 

I  cannot  prefentMr.  Larpent  with  my  New- year's  gift, 
till  I  come  to  town,  which  will  be  before  Chriftmas,  at 
ferthefl  j  till  when,  God  blefs  you !  Adieu. 

LETTER      CLXXII. 

London,  December  the  27th,  1765. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Arrived  here  from  Bath  laft  Monday,  rather,  but  not 
much,  better  than  when  I  went  there.     My  rheuma- 
tic pains,  in  my  legs  and  hips,  plague  me  ftill ;  and  I 
mufl  never  expect  to  be  quite  free  from  them. 

You  have,  to  be  fure,  had  from  the  office  an  account 
of  what  the  Parliament  did,  or  rather  did  not  do,  the 
day  of  their  meeting :  and  the  fame  point  will  be  the 
great  object  at  their  next  meeting  ;  I  mean,  the  affair  of 
our  American  Colonies,  relatively  to  the  late  impofed 
Stamp-duty ;  which  onr  colonifls  abfolutely  refufe  to 
K  k  3  pay, 
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into  the  ftock  of  the  !  i  the  loi 
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Ido  not  tel1 
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ribbands  ac  a  time;  but  it  mud  be  owned  tlu 
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Or.e  hears  of  notliir:^  town,  I-  ntion 
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berlain,  Lord  \Varwi-  1  Boling- 
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Cod  i  i  many,  and  happy  ones!         Ad; 
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LETTER       CLXX1II. 

London,  February  the  nth,  1766. 
MY  DFAR  FRIFND, 

I  Received,  two  days  ago,  your  letter  of  the  25th 
pad;  and  your  former,  which  you  mention  in  it, 
but  ten  days  ago ;  this  may  eafily  be  accounted  for 
from  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  and  confequently  of  the 
roads.  I  hardly  remember  fo  feverea  w inter;  ithasoc- 
cafioned  many  illnefles  here.  I  am  fure  it  pinched  my 
crazy  carcafe  fo  much,  that,  about  three  weeks  ago,  I 
was  obliged  to  be  let  blood  twice  in  four  days ;  which 
I  found  afterwards  was  very  neceflary,  by  the  relief  it 
gave  to  my  head,  and  to  the  rheumatic  pains  in  my 
limbs  ;  and  from  the  execrable  kind  of  blood  which  I  loll. 
Perhaps  you  expect  from  me  a  particular  account  of 
the  prefent  date  of  affairs  here-,  but,  if  you  do,  you 
will  be  difappointed;  for  no  man  living  (and  I  dill  lefs 
than  anyone)  knows  what  it  is  :  it  varies,  not  only  daily, 
but  hourly.  Mod  people  think,  and  I  amongd  the  red, 
that  the  date  of  the  prefent  Miniders  is  pretty  near  out- 
but  how  foon  we  are  to  have  a  new  dyle,  God  knows. 
This,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  Miniders  had  a  con- 
teded  election  in  the  Houfeof  Commons,  and  got  it  but 
by  eleven  Votes  ;  too  fmall  a  majority  to  carry  any 
thing :  the  next  day  they  lod  a  quedion  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  by  three.  The  quedion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
was,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  Stamp-act  in  the 
Colonies  vi  et  armis.  What  oonclufions  you  will  draw 
from  thefe  premifes,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  proted  I  draw 
none  ;  but  only  dare  at  the  prefent  undecypherable  date 
of  affairs,  which,  in  fifty  years  experience,  I  have  never 
feen  any  thing  like.  The  Stamp-act  has  proved  a  moft 
pernicious  meafure ;  for,  whether  it  is  repealed  or  not, 
K  k  4  which 
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which  is  dill  very  doubtful,   it  has  given  fuch  terror  to 
the  Americans,  that  our  ith  them  will  not  be, 

for  fome  years,  what  it  ufcd  to  be-,  and  great  numbers 
of  our  manufacturers  at  home  will  be  turned  a  ftarving, 

want  of  that  employment,  which  our  \  table 

trade  to  America  found  them;  and  hunger  is  alwa. 
caufe  of  tumults  and  fedition. 

As  you  have  efcaped  a  fit  of  the  gout  in  this  fevere 
cold  weather,  it  is  to  be  hoped  you  may  be  intirely  free 

:i  it,  till  next  winter  at  lead. 

P.  S.   Lord ,  having  parted  with  his  wife,  now 

keeps  another  w — e,  at  a  great  cxpcncc.     I  fear  he  is 

illy  undone. 

• 
LETTER      CLXX1V. 

London,  March  the  i7th,  i;66. 
V  DEAR   I  RII\n, 

YOU  wrong  me,  in  thinking  me  in  your  debt ;  for 
I  nr.  I  letter  of  yours,  but  I  anfwer  it  by 

the  next  pod,  or   the  next  but  one,  at  farthcfl :  but  I 
i  eafily  conceive  that  my  two  laft  letters  to  you  may 
have  been  drowix-d,  or  frozen,  in  their  >r  pv- 

of  froft,  fnow,  and  inundations,  have 
been  fo  frequent  this  winter  that  tl;  almofl  loft 

You  tell  me  that  you  are  going  to  the  baths  of 

•  that  p;i/z!es  me  a  little,  fo  I  recommend  this  let: 

••,t,  to  forward  to  you  -  for  Ra- 
I  take  to  be  the  general  German  word  for  baths, 
and  the  particular  ones  are  diftinguifhed  by  fome  epi- 
thet, as  Wcifsbaden,  Carlfbaden,  fcfr.  I  hope  they  are 
not  cold  baths,  which  I  have  a  very  ill  opinion  of,  in  all 
arthritic  or  rheumatic  cafes ;  and  your  cafe  I  take  to  be 
a  compound  of  both,  but  raihcr  more  of  the  latter. 

You 
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You  will  probably  wonder  that  I  tell  you  nothing  of 
public  matters ;  upon  which  I  fhall  be  as  fecret  as  Hot- 
fpur's  gentle  Kate,  who  would  not  tell  what  fhe  did  not 
know  ;  but,  what  is  fmgular,  nobody  feerns  to  know  any 
more  of  them  than  I  do.  People  gape,  flare,  conjecture, 
and  refine.  Changes  of  the  Miniftry,  or  in  the  Miniftry,  at 
lead,  are  daily  reported  and  foretold  -,  but  of  what  kind, 
God  only  knows.  It  is  alfo  very  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Pitt  will  come  into  the  Admtniftration  or  not ;  the  two 
prefent  Secretaries  are  extremely  defirous  that  he  fhould ; 
but  the  others  think  of  the  horfe  that  called  the  man  to 
its  afliftance.  I  will  fay  nothing  to  you  about  American 
affairs,  becaufe  I  have  not  pens,  ink,  or  paper  enough 
to  give  you  anjntelligible  account  of  them.  They  have 
been  the  fubjSTs  of  warm  and  acrimonious  debates,  both 
in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  and  in  all  companies. 

The  repeal  of  the  Stamp-  aft  is  at  laft  carried  through. 
I  am  glad  of  it,  and  gave  my  proxy  for  it ;  becaufe  I 
few  many  more  inconveniencies  from  the  enforcing,  than 
from  the  repealing  it. 

Colonel  Browne  was  with  me  the  other  day,  and  a£ 
fured  me  that  he  left  you  very  well.  He  faid  that  he 
faw  me  at  Spa  ;  but  I  did  not  remember  him ;  though 
I  remember  his  two  brothers,  the  Colonel  and  the  ra- 
vifher,  very  well.  Your  Saxon  Colonel  has  the  brogue 
exceedingly.  Prefent  my  refpedls  to  Count  Flemming; 
I  am  very  forry  for  the  Countefs's  illnefs  -,  fhe  was  a  mofl 
well-bred  woman. 

You  would  hardly  think  that  I  gave  a  dinner  to  the 
Prince  of  Brunfwick,  your  old  acquaintance.  I  am  glad 
it  is  over  ;  but  I  could  not  avoid  it.  //  mavoit  accabU 
fopolif cites.  God  blefs  you! 


LETTER 
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LETTER      C 

Elackhcath,  June  the  i 
i), 

I,   your  letter  of  the  301)1  part.     I 

one  from  ther, 

ere  dead,  if  not 
r  once  a 

leaft  crce  a  omen  m  ,mcc 

for  eiihcr  bufmefs  or  lazintfs  ;  whereas ^gjap, 
i  -r  both:  hoxvcver,   I  \\  illi 

would  g'lner.i'  rtnight. 

l^f  Ifummer  offering,  of  five  hun- 

dred por.  .:pent,   for  y  ur 

pofe  he  has  informed  \ou.     1  am  pur.dlual,  >ou 

\Vh.it  account  fhall  I  give  you  of  Miniflcria'  affairs 
here?  I  ppitefl  I  cio  not  kr/nv  :  your  own  defcription 
of  tl-iem  i  .:c\  a  or,e  as  any  I,  \\lv>  am  upon  the 

', 
• 

'  veiy   i 
a  fpct-ch  in  the  Hou1  he  dec! 

nr  lo  tbe  menj- 
prtfi 

'o  carry  on  proper 

.is  you  \vill  c 
pofe,  U  Jlrengtb  and 

•  •  neer  \ 

' 

i  ft  to  Lord  Egmonr,  then 
to 
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to  Lord  Hardwickc  •,  who  both  declined  them,  proba- 
bly for  the  (lime  reafons  that  made  the  Duke  of  Grafton 
reiign  them  :  but,  after  their  going  a  begging  for  fome 
time,  the  Duke  of  —  -  begged  them,  and  has  them 
fante  de  tnieux.  Lord  Mountfluart  was  never  thought  of 
for  Vienna,  where  Lord  Stormont  returns  in  three 
months :  the  former  is  going  to  be  married  to  one  of  the 
Mifs  VVindfors,  a  great  fortune.  To  tell  you  the  fpe- 
culations,  the  reafonings,  and  the  conjectures,  either  of 
the  uninformed,  or  even  of  the  bed-informed  public, 
upon  the  prefent  wonderful  fituation  of  affairs,  would 
take  up  much  more  time  and  paper  than  either  you  or 
J  can  afford,  though  we  have  neither  of  us  a  great  deal 
of  bufinefs  at  prefent. 

I  am  in  as  good  health  as  I  could  reafonably  expect, 
at  my  age,  and  with  my  mattered  carcafe  j  that  is,  from 
the  waift  upwards:  but  downwards  it  is  not  the  fame; 
for  my  limbs  retain  that  ftiffnefs  and  debility  of  my  long 
rheumatifm,  I  cannot  walk  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  As 
the  autumn,  and  (till  more  as  the  winter  approaches, 
take  care  to  keep  yourfelf  very  warm,  efpecially  your 
legs  and  feet. 

Lady  Chefterfield  fends  you  her  compliments,  and 
triumphs  in  the  fuccefs  of  her  plaifter.  God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER      CLXXVL 

Blackheath,  July  the  nth,   1766. 
MYD^AR  FRIEND, 

YOU  are  a  happy    mortal,  to  have  your  time  thus 
employed    between  the  Great  and  the  Fair;   I 
hope  you  do  the  honours  of  your  country  to  the  latter. 
The  Emperor,  by  your  account,   feems  to  be  very  well 
for  an  Emperor ;   who,  by  being  above  the  other  Mo- 
narchs  in  Europe,  may  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  have  had  a 
proportionably  work  education.    J  find,  by  your  ac- 
count 
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count  of  him,  that  he  has  been  trained  up  to  homicide, 

i  Princes  are  ever  inftrufted ; 
good  reafon,  as  their  grcatnefs  and  glory  fingly 
depend    upon    the  numbers  of   their   fellow  . 

:minates.  If  a  Sovereign  fhould, 

by  great  accident,  <1  :>  moderation,  juftice,  and 

clemency,  what  a  contemptible  figure  would  he  make 
in  the  catalogue  of  Princes!  I  have  always  owned  a  great 
regard  for  King  Log.     From  the  interview  at  Torgaw, 
the  two  Monarchs,  they  will  be  either  a  great 
deal  better,  or  \\orfc  together;  but  I  think   rather  the 
r;  for  our  namefakc,  Philip  de  Comines,  obferves, 
that  he  never  knew  any  good  come  from  raboucl 
des  Rois..     The  King  of  PrufTia  will  exert  all  Ins  pi 
cacity,   to?.:  <   Imperial  Majefty  ;  and  I   \ 

bet  upon  the  one  head  of  his  Bh  il  the 

two  heads  of  the  Auftrian  Eagle  ;  though  two  heads  arc 
faid,  pn  .  ,  to  be  better  than  one.     I  \\ifh  I  had 

the  direction  of  both  the  Monarchs,  and  they  fhould,  to- 
gether with  fome  of  their  Allies,   take  Lorraine  and  AI- 
:  mm  I  -'ranee.    You  will  call  me  1'Abbe  de  St.  Pierre ; 
but  I  onlj  ;:atl  wifh;  whereas  he  thought  i 

thing  that  he  wifhed,  practicable. 

Now  to  come  home.     Here  are  great  hurtles  at  Court, 
and  a  grc  f,e  of  perfons  is  certainly  very  near    You 

will  afk  me,  perhaps,  \vho  istobeout,  and  to  be 

i  1  I  anfwer,  I  do  not  know.     My  conjee1 

is  that,  b  \v  fettlement  what  it  will,  Mr.  Pitt  will 

:  of  it.      It"  he  is,  I  prefume  qitil  aura  ;/; 
/'  /  fi   -  •  ' -lord  B—  'icn 

that  fliall  come  to  .vn,   as  known  it  certainly  will 

i  to  his  popularity.     AMinif- 
pt  to  be  the  objedl  of  public 

cliflik  :ite,  ftill  more  fo.     If 

any  event  of  this  kind  ha;  hich  (if  it  happens  at 

all) 
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all)  I  conjefture  will  be  fome  time  next  week,  you  (hall 
hear  farther  from  me. 

I  will  follow  your  advice,  and  be  as  well  as  I  can  next 
winter,  though  1  know  I  (hall  never  be  free  from  my 
filing  rheumatic  pains,  as  long  as  I  live;  but  whether 
that  will  be  more  or  lefs,  is  extremely  indifferent  to  me: 
in  either  cafe,  God  blefs  you  ! 

LETTER      CLXXVII. 

Blackheath,  Auguft  the  ift,  1766. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

THE  curtain  was  at  lad  drawn  up,  the  day  before 
yefterday,  and  difcovered  the  new  actors,  toge- 
ther with  fome  of  the  old  ones.  I  do  not  name  them  to 
you,  becaufe  to-morrow's  Gazette  will  do  it  full  as  well 
as  I  could.  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  carte  blanche  given  him, 
named  every  one  of  them :  but  what  would  you  think 
he  named  himfelf  for  ?  Lord  Privy  Seal  ;  and  (what  will 
aftonifh  you,  as  it  does  every  mortal  here)  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham. The  joke  here  is,  that  he  has  had  a  fall  up  ft  airs  ^ 
and  has  done  himfelf  fo  much  hurt,  that  he  will  never 
be  able  to  (land  upon  his  legs  again.  Every  body  is 
puzzled  how  to  account  for  this  flep  ;  though  it  would 
not  be  the  firft  time,  that  great  abilities  have  been  dup- 
ed by  low  cunning.  Bat,  be  it  what  it  will,  he  is  now, 
certainly,  only  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  and  no  longer  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  any  refpedt  whatever.  Such  an  event,  I  believe, 
was  pever  read  nor  heard  of.  To  withdraw,  in  the 
fullnefs  of  his  power,  and  in  the  utmoft  gratification  of 
his  ambition,  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  (which  pro- 
cured him  his  powet,  and  which  could  alone  infure  it  to 
him)  and  to  go  into  that  Hofpital  of  Incurables,  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  is  a  meafure  fo  unaccountable,  that  no- 
thing but  proof  pofitive  could  have  made  me  believe  it : 
but  true  it  is.  Hans  Stanley  is  to  go  Embaflador  to 

Ruflia ; 
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Kills,  to  Spain,  decora 

the  red  ribband.     Loui  Shelburne  is  \  y  of 

State,  which  I  (uppofe  he  -his  pod, 

by  a  circular  Charles  Townfher.d   has  now  the 

fole  management  of  the  HOU!L 

long  he  xv ill  be  content  to  be  only  Lord  Chatham's  vice- 
gerent there,  lion  \v!  retend  to 
decide.  There  i<  v  bad  (ign  for  Lord  Chatham, 
in  his  iluu  all  his  enemies,  with- 
out exception,  rejoice  at  i:  ..1  his  friends  are  ftu- 
.  1  dumb-;  h.  I  nilakc  not  much,  he 
will,  in  the  courfc  of  a  year,  cnjuy  perfect  oiinm  cum 
. 

Is  the  fair,  or  at  lead  the  fat,  Mifs  C with  you 

dill  ?  It  mud  be  confcd   that   fhe   knows    the  art 
Courts  •  to  be  fo  received  at  Drt  d  fo  com 

at  in  ds. 

There  never  was  fo  wet  a  fummer  as  this  has  been, 
in  the  memory  of  man  j  v  ,ul  onefinglc 

eh,  without  fome  rain  •   but  mod  da\s  a  great 
deal.      1  hope  that  does  not  ifl  r  health, 

cold  does  ;  fur,  u  ith  all  thefe  inundations,  it  has  not 
cold.     Gud  bk-fs  you! 

LETTER      C  -If. 

Bla.  Xu^ull  ilic  1 4th,  I7r6. 

I  your   letter  of  the    ^oth  } 

and  1  f;:.d  by  it,  that  it  n  the    i 

c  they  had  no  time  to  take  notice  ther. 

c  news-papers  ha  ,  before  now,  of 

the  changes  actually   made  \  more  will  probably  follow, 
but  v.  am  fure,  I  cannot  tell  yo-.,  '»eve, 

nobody  can,  not  even  thofc  who  are  to  make  them  :  they 
will,  I  fuppofe,  be  occafiu  people   behave  them- 
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Delves.  The  caufes  and  confequences  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
quarrel  now  appear  in  print,  in  a  pamphlet  published 

by  Lord  T ;  and  in  a  refutation  of  it,  not  by  Mr. 

Pitt  himfelf,  I  believe,  but  by  fome  friend  of  his,  and 
under  his  fanclion.  The  former  is  very  fcurrilous  and 
fcandalous,  and  betrays  private  converfation.  My  Lord 
fays,  that  in  his  lad  conference,  he  thought  he  had  as 
good  a  right  to  nominate  the  new  Miniftry  as  Mr.  Pitt, 

and  confequently  named   Lord  G— ,  Lord  L ,  &V. 

for  Cabinet  Council  employments;  which  Mr.  Pitt  not 
confenting  to,  Lord  T —  broke  up  the  conference,  and, 
in  his  wrath,  went  to  Stovve ;  where,  I  prefume,  he  may 
remain  undifturbed  a  great  while,  fince  Mr.  Pitt  will 
neither  be  willing,  nor  able,  to  fend  for  him  again.  The 
pamphlet,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Pitt,  gives  an  account  of 
his  whole  political  life;  and,  in  that  refpeft,  is  tedious, 
to  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  it  before ;  but,  at 
the  latter  end,  there  is  an  article  that  exprefles  fuch  fu- 
preme  contempt  of  Lord  T ,  and  in  fo  pretty  a  man- 
ner, that  I  fufpedt  it  to  be  Mr.  Pitt's  own:  you  fhall 
judge  yourfelf,  for  I  here  tranfcribe  the  article. — "  But 

"  this  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  had  he    (Lord  T ) 

44  not  fattened  himfelf  into  Mr.  Pitt's  train,  and  acquir- 
"  ed  thereby  fuch  an  intertft  in  that  great  man,  he  might 
"  have  crept  out  of  life  with  as  little  notice  as  he  crept 
"  in  ;  and  gone  off  with  no  other  degree  of  credit,  than 
"  that  of  adding  a  fingle  unit  to  the  bills  of  mortality." 
—  wifh  I  could  fend  you  all  the  pamphlets  and  half 
fheets  that  fwarm  here  upon  this  occafion ;  but  that  is 
impoflible;  for  every  week  would  make  a  (hip's  cargo. 
It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Pitt  has,  by  his  dignity  of  Earl, 
loft  the  g/eatefl  part  of  his  popularity,  efpecially  in  the 
city;  and  1  believe  the  Oppofition  will  be  very  ftrong, 
and  perhaps  prevail,  next  fellior,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  there  being  now  nobody  there,  who  can  have  the 
authority,  and  afcendant  over  them,  that  Pitt  had. 

People 
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•pie  tell  me  here,  as  young  Harvey   told  you  at 
Drci  it  I  look  very  well  ;  but  thole  arc 

courfe,  which  every  one  fays  to  every  body.     So  far  is 
.:n  better  than,  at  my   age,   ar.d   \vith  my 
broken  conftitution,  I  could  1  be.     God 

blefs  you ! 

LETTER     CLXX1X. 

I  Uckhcath,  September  the  i2th,  1766. 
\D, 

I  .is  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  27th 

pad.     I  was  in  hopes  that  your  courfe  of  waters  this 
it  Baden,  would  have  given  you  a  longer  reprieve 
in  your  painful  complaint.     If  1  do  not  miftake,  you 
rried  over  with  you  fome  of  Dr.  Monfey's  powders; 
.011  taken  any  of  them,  and  1  .  ou 

any  good  ?  I  know  they  did  ..!.     I,  who 

pretend  to  fome  (kill  in  phyfic,    ad  vile  a  cool  regimen, 
1  cooling  medicines. 

:dcr,  that  you  do  wonder  at  I.nrd  C 's 

conduct.     I  .s  not  outwitted  into  his  Peerage  by 

,  his  accepting   it   is   utterly    inexph 

•Iruments  he  i  the  gr  -,  I  be- 

lieve, will  never  fit  the  niel  to  put 

fuch  a  boy  as  Lord  G—  *   old   1-igo- 

.d   if  I  n  the  former,   I  would  have  re- 

fill 'jmmiflion,  during  the  life  of  that hon 

old  General.     AH  this  to  quiet  the  Duke  of  R 

to  a  refignation,  and  to  make   Lord  B —  Lieutenant  of 
Irelaiv  v.ill  venture  to  prophefy,    that  he  will 

not  do.     Ligonier  was  much  preflld  to  give  up  his  regi- 
ment of  guards,  but  would  by  no  men  ,  andde- 
1,  that   t              \  might  break  him,  ifheplcafed, 
but  that  he  would  certainly  nut  break  himfelf. 

I  have 
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I  have  no  political  events  to  inform  you  of ;  they 
will  not  be  ripe  till  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament.  Im- 
mediately upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  write  me  one, 
to  acquaint  me  how  you  are. 

God  blefs  you  ;  and,  particularly,  may  he  fend  you 
health,  for  that  is  the  greateft  biefling ! 


LETTER     CLXXX. 

Blackheath,  September  tl  e  3Oth,  1766, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  yeflerday,  with  great  pteafure,  your  letter 
of  the  1 8th,  by  which  I  confider  this  laft  ugly  bout 
as  over  ;  and,  to  prevent  its  return,  I  greatly  approve 
of  your  plan  for  the  South  of  France,  where  I  recom- 
mend for  your  principal  refidence,  Pezenas,  Touloufe, 
or  Bourdeaux  ;  but  do  not  be  perfuaded  to  go  to  Aix  en 
Provence,  which,  by  experience,  I  know  to  be,  at  once, 
the  hotted  and  the  coldeft  place  in  the  world,  from  the 
ardour  of  the  Provencal  Sun,  and  the  fharpnefs  of  the 
Alpine  winds.  I  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to  you,  for 
your  complaint  upon  your  breaft,  to  take,  twice  a  day, 
afTes  or  (what  is  better)  mare's  rnilk,  and  that  for  thefe 
fix  months  at  leaft,  Mingle  turnips,  as  much  as  you  can, 
with  your  diet. 

I  have  written,  as  you  defired,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Con- 
way  ;  but  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty to  obtain  the  leave  you  alls. 

There  is  now  no  new  event  in  the  political  world, 

fince  my  laft :  fo  God  blefs  you! 

j  j 
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L     E     T     T     1,     R       C! 

:idon,  O&obcr  the  29ih,  1766. 

Tmail  brought  me  your  lettc  lyth. 

:i  glad  to  hear  that  your  bread  is  fo  much  bet- 
ill  find  both  affes  and  mares  milk  enough  in 
the  South  of  ,   where  it  was  much  drank  v 

commends  to  a  patiti 

no  Dodlor  but  a  Horfe  •,  and  no  Apothecary  but  an  Afs. 
As  for  your  pains  ur  limbs,  je  vous 

en  r,j  ;       ,  c  never  been  free  from  them  fmce 

alt  rhcumatifm.     1  ufe  my  legs 

,!d  do  !«•*  difule  makes  them  worfe. 

ufe  them  long  at  a  time,   bccaufe  of  the 

strive  to  get,  by  different 

:s  walking  every  day,  either  in 

.thin  doors,  as  the  weather  permits.     I 

ut  to-morrow  for  Bath,  in  hopes  of  half  repairs, 

for  IV  kettle  could  not  give  me  whole  ones  ;    the 

timl>  iy  wretched  \  too  much  decayed  to 

I  Iliall  fee  poorHarte  there-, 
who,  <i,  is  in  a  mifcrable  way,  between  fome  real 

diftempen. 

I  fc  ,    for  one  reafbn,  among 

others,  winch  i.s  that  I  know  none.     (< 
are  raifcd  of  this  felfion,  which  meets  the  nth  oi 
month  i    but  of  what  kind  nobody  knows,  and  confe- 
quently  every  body  conj cclurcs  varioufly.     Lord  Chat- 
ham conies    to   town   to-morrow,  from  Bath,  where  he 
to  refit  himfrlf  for  the  winter  campaign  :    he 
-  to  but  a  rent  fet  of  Aides  de  Camp  ;  and 

where   he  will   li  id  better,    I   do  not  know.     Qiarles 
Townfhend    and   '  .1  ready  upor.  ill  terms.     Enfin 

J  bleis  you! 

LETTER 
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LETTER       CLXXXII. 

Eath,  November  the  i5th,  1766. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I  Have  this  moment  received  yotir  letter  of  the  5th 
i..ftant,  from  Bade.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
your  bread  is  relieved,  though,  perhaps,  at  the  expence 
of  your  legs:  for,  if  the  humour  be  either  gouty  or 
rheumatic,  it  had  better  be  in  your  legs  than  any  where 
elfe.  I  have  confulted  Moifey,  the  great  f>hyfician  of 
this  place,  upon  it  ;  who  fays,  that  at  this  diftance  he 
dares  not  prefcribe  any  thing,  as  there  may  be  fuch  dif- 
ferent caufes  for  your4  complaint,  which  mud  be  well 
weighed  by  a  phyfician  upon  the  fpot  :  that  is,  in  fhorr, 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter.  I  will  therefore 
tell  you  my  own  cafe,  in  1732,  which  may  be  fomething 
parallel  to  yours.  I  had  that  year  been  dangeroufly  ill 
of  a  fever,  in  Holland  ;  and  when  I  was  recovered  of  ir, 
the  febrific  humour  fell  into  my  legs,  and  i  welled  them 
to  that  degree,  and  chiefly  in  the  evening,  that  it  was  as 
painful  to  me,  as  it  was  (hocking  to  others.  I  Came  to 
England  with  them  in  this  condition  ;  and  confulted 
Mead,  Broxholme,  and  Afbuthnct,  who  none  of  them 
did  me  the  lead  good  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  increafed 
the  fwelling,  by  applying  pultices  and  emollients,  la 
this  condition  I  remained  near  fix  months,  till,  finding 
that  the  doctors  could  do  me  no  good,  I  refolved  tocon- 
fult  Palmer,  the  moft  eminent  furgeon  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hofpital.  He  immediately  told  me,  that  the  phyficians 
had  purfued  a  very  wrong  method,  as  the  fwelling  of  my 
legs  proceeded  only  from  a  relaxation  and  weaknefs  of 
the  cutaneous  vefiels  ;  and  he  mud  apply  ftrengthenera 
inftead  of  emollients.  Accordingly  he  ordered  me  to 
put  my  legs,  up  to  the  knees,  every  morning,  in  brine 
from  the  falters,  as  hot  as  I  could  bear  it  ;  the  brine 

L  1  i  muft 
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muft  have  had  meat  it.     I  did  fo ;  and 

%  thus  pickled  my  legs  for  about  three  weeks,  the 
complaint  abfolutely   ceafed,  and  1  have  never  IKV 

lling   in   them  fince.     After  what  1  have 
I  mud  caution  you  not  to  ufe  the  fame  re  .ilily, 

v,  ithout  the  moft  ikiliul  advice  you  can  find,  \. 

you  are}   for   if  your   fwelling  proceeds  from  a  g 

or  rh.  humour,  there  may  be  great  danger  in  ap- 

il  an  aftringent,  and  perhaps  ref. 

.">,  and    not   without   the  bci. 

I  f:  t  all  my  letters  to  yni  (. 

.-,  who  by  his  at  Baile, 

it  is  not  \\\rr  that  you  will  be  at  any  one  plac 
the  South  of  I  Do  you  kr.ow  tlv.u  be  is  adi 

e  French  pott,  Sarrazin? 

tly  go  to  fee  here,  out  of 

B  in  a  moil  miterablc  way ;  '  .id  a 

'    of  the  pa!;  .  h  has  d; .  :m  ut' the  ufe 

right   leg,    articled   hib    Ipeech  a  good  deal,  and 

,         |  .ad  a  little.     Such  are   the   inte: 

tributes    that    we  are   forced  to  pay,   in  fome  fhape  or 

aft  great 

one  of  all.      M.i\    you  pay    tins  very  late,  and  a. 

,  nlible  ^  and 

;U| 

E    T     T     1-     K      C  III. 

)-ccmbcr  the  Qth,  176^ 
MY  DI.AR  IRIEND, 

I  .lays  ago,  your  letter  of  the  26th  paft. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  begin  to  feel  the  good  ef- 
fects of  the  climate  where  you  are  v  I  know  it  faved  my 
life,  in  1741,  when  both  the  Ikilful  and  the  unfkilful 

gave 
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gave  me  over.  In  that  ramble  I  flayed  three  or  four 
days  at  Nimcs,  where  there  are  more  remains  of  An- 
tiquity, I  believe,  than  in  any  town  in  Europe,  Italy  ex- 
cepted.  What  is  falfely  called  la  maifon  quarrie,  is,  in 
my  mind,  the  fineft  piece  of  architecture  that  I  ever 
faw ;  and  the  Amphitheatre  the  clumfieft  and  the  ug- 
lieft  :  if  it  were  in  England,  every  body  would  fwear  it 
had  been  built  by  Sir  John  Vanbrngh. 

This  place  is  now,  juft  what  you  have  feen  it  former- 
ly; here  is  a  great  crowd  of  trifling  and  unknown  peo- 
ple, whom  I  feldom  frequent,  in  the  public  rooms;  fo 
that  I  pafs  my  time  tres  uninunt,  in  taking  the  air  in  my 
poft-chaife  every  morning,  and  in  reading  of  evenings. 
And  a  propos  of  the  latter,  I  fhall  point  out  a  book, 
which,  I  believe,  will  give  you  fome  pleafure ;  at  lean: 
it  gave  me  a  great  deal :  1  never  read  it  before.  It  is 
Reflexions  fur  la  Poejie  et  la  Pe'mttire,  par  TAbb;  de  Bos,  in 
two  o&avo  volumes  ;  and  is,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  had  at 
every  great  town  in  France.  The  criticifms  and  the 
reflections  are  jiift  and  lively. 

It  may  be  you  expecl  fome  political  news  from  me  ; 
but  I  can  tell  you,  that  you  will  have  none  -,  for  no  mor- 
tal can  comprehend  the  prefent  (late  of  afTai-rs.  Eight 
or  nine  people,  of  fome  confequence,  have  refigned  their 
employments  ;  upon  which  Lord  C — • —  made  over- 
tures to  the  Duke  of  B and  his  people  ;  but  they 

could  by  no  means  agree,  and  his  Grace  went,  the  next 
day,  full  of  wrath,  to  Wooburne  :  fo  that  negotiation  is 
entirely  at  an  end.  People  wait  to  fee  who  Lord  C — 
will  take  in  for  fome  he  muft  have;  even  he  cannot  be 
alone,  contra  Mundurn.  Such  a  ftate  of  affairs,  to  be  fure, 
was  never  feen  before,  in  this  or  in  any  other  country. 
When  this  Miniftry  (hall  be  fettled,  it  will  be  the  fixih 
Miniftry  in  fix  years  time. 

Poor  Harte  is  here,  and  in  a  mod  miferable  condi- 
tion; thofe  who  wifh  him  the  befl,  as  I  do,  muft  wifh 
him  dead.  God  blefs  you ! 

L13  LETTER 
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LET  R      ( 

1'.  ave  had  a  letter  from  you,  0 
I 

you, 
hen  they 

death.     Let  me  know,   upon  the 
recc;;  i  are. 

1  }.  : 

J,   both  :i  the 

•ill  Lord  Cl. 

has  been  laid   up    this  month,  by  a  fevere  fit 
of  the  gout ;   and,   at  prefent,  he  has  the  folc  apparent 
little  bufmefs  has  hitherto  been  done 
of  Commons,  Charles  Tm\i -thcni! 

en  hr  ;1  airs  than  Lord  Chatham  will, 

1  beli  c  of.     }  1  ord  Cha: 

t  to  \vithdra\v  himfelf  from  that  1 

•>ilities  to  manage  it  as 

J  you  an  account  of  \  .  and 

it  f«r  g  iu  know  them  all 

1  pre- 
iumt  >      : 

•   leaden, 

\vlio  .  >,ooo  d< 

ration  of  as  much  at  the  death  of  i 

d,  in  n  ! 

to  Mifs  B<^vvc6,  tbegreateA  l;orefs,  perhaps,  in  En: 
In  fhoit  the  matrimonial  phrenzy  fecms  to  rage  at 
fent,  and  is  epidemical.     The  men  marry  for  money, 
and    I  believe   you   <  ,at  the  women  marry  for. 

Cod  blefs  you,  and  fend  you  heal; 

LETTER 
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LETTER       CLXXXV. 

London,  March  the  cd,    1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY  I  received  two  letters  at  once  from 
you,   both  dated  Montpellier-   one  of  the  apth  of 
lad  December,  and  the  other,   the    i2th  of  February: 
but  I  cannot  conceive  what  became  of  my  letters  to  you  •, 
for  I  allure  you  that  I  anfwered  all  yours,    the  next  pod 
after  I  received  them  ;  and  about  ten  days  ago,   I  wrote 
you  a  volunteer,  becaufe  you  had  been  fo  long  filent ; 
and  I  was  afraid  that  you  were  not  well ;  but  your  let- 
ter of  the  1 2th  February  has  removed  all  my  fears  upon 
that  fcore.     The  fame  climate  that  has  redored  your 
health  fo  far,   will,  probably,  in  a  little  more  time,   re- 
ftore  your  drength  too  ;  though  you  mud  not  expect  it 
to  be   quite  what  it  was  before  your  late  painful  com- 
plaints.    At  lead  I  find,  that,  fince  my  late  great  rheu- 
matifm,  I  cannot   walk  above  half  an  hour  at  a  time, 
which  I  do  not  place  fingly  to  the  account  of  my  years, 
but  chiefly  to   the  great  (hock  given  then  to  my  limbs. 
D'ailkurs  I  am  pretty  well,  for  my  age,  and  (battered 
conditution. 

As  I  told   you  in   my  laft,   I   mud  tell  you  again  in 
this,  that  I  have  no  news  to  fend.     Lord  Chatham,   at 
lad,  came  to  town   yederday,  full  of  gout,  and  is  not 
able  to  dir  hand  or  foot.     During  his  abfence,  Charles 
Townfhend  has  talked  of  himand  at  him,  in  fucji  a  man- 
ner, that  henceforwards  they  mud  be  either  much  worfe 
or  much  better  together  than  ever  they   were  in  their 
lives.     On  Friday  lad,   Mr.  Dowdefwell  and  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  moved  to  have  one  milling  in  the  pound  of  the  land- 
tax  taken  off;  which  was  oppofed   by  the  Court  j   but 
the  Court  lod  it  by  eighteen.     The  Oppofition  triumph 
much  upon  this  victory  ;  though,   I  think,  without  rea- 
L  1  4  fon  j 


1  tTERS 

landed  gentlemen  bribed 

:!iis  milling  in  the  pound. 

Th  J  to 

' 

1  Strathn 

I  ,  both  couples  went 
fummati 

necc  .ir   that    ; 

othc:  i  in  town.     And  now  d 

t  to  go  to  fee  the  Aflembly  of  the 
doc,   though  they  are  but 
,  \\ hile  there  was  fome  liberty  fubfifling 
/in  I 

T    T    E    R      (  \rl 

1  the  6th, 
T>, 

"YESTERDAY  I  re 
J-  I  that  feveral  of  our  lettv 

illy  rni /carried.     This  may  probably  have  the 

if  it   reaches  Mo 

uill  know  where  to  take  his  aim  at  you  :   for 

;  >ou  are  in  motion,  and  with  a  Polarity  to  Dref- 

1  glad  to  find,   by   it,  that  your  Meridi- 

has  perfectly  recovered  you,  as  to 
general  Hate  of  health  ;  for  as  to  your  legs  and  t! 
you  muli  xpeft  that  they  will  be  reftored  to  • 

original  ftrcr;  after  fo  many  rheumatic 

attacks  as  you  have  had.     I  know  that  my  limbs,   be- 

;,atural  debility  of  old  age,  have  never  • 
vered  the  fevcre  attack  of  rheumatifm  that  plagued  me 
ap/>.     I  cannot  now  wrJ.k  above  half 
an  hour  at  a  time,  and  even  that  in  a  hobbling  kind  of 
way. 
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I  can  give  you  no  account  of  our  political  world, 
which  is  in  a  fkuation  that  I  never  faw  in  my  whole  life. 
Lord  Chatham  has  been  fo  ill,  thefe  laft  two  months, 
£hat  he  has  not  been  able  (fome  fay  not  willing}  to  do  or 
hear  of  any  bufmefs  :  and  for  h\sfous  Mini/Ires,  the 
ther  cannot,  or  dare  not,  do  any,  without  his  directions; 
fo  that  every  thing  is  new  at  a  ftand.  This  fituation,  i 
think,  cannot  lad  much  longer ;  and  if  Lord  Chatham 
fhould  either  quit  his  poft,  or  the  world,  neither  of 
.which  is  very  improbable,  I  conjecture,  that  what  is 
called  the  Rockingham  Connection,  flands  the  faired  for 
the  Miniftry.  But  this  is  merely  my  conjecture-  for  I 
have  neither  data  nor  poftulata  enough  to  reafon  upon. 

When  you  get  toDrefden,  which  I  hope  you  will  not 
do  till  next  month,  our  correfpondence  will  be  more  re- 
gular. God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER       CLXXXVII. 

London,  May  the  5th,  1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

BY  your  letter  of  the  2  5th  pad,  from  Bafle,  I  prefume 
this  will  find  you  at  Drefden,  and  accordingly  I 
direct  to  you  there.  When  you  write  me  word  that  you 
are  at  Drefden,  I  will  return  you  an  anfwer,  with  fome- 
thing  better  than  the  anfwer  itfelf.  If  you  complain  of 
the  weather,  north  of  Befan^on,  what  would  you  fay  to 
the  weather  that  we  have  had  here,  for  thefe  laft  two 
months,  uninterruptedly  ?  Snow  often,  north-eaft  wind 
conftantly,  and  extreme  cold^  I  write  this  by  the  fide 
of  a  good  fire  ;  and  at  this  moment  it  fnows  very  hard. 
All  my  promifed  fruit  at  Black  heath  is  quite  deitroyed  ; 
and,  what  is  worfe,  many  of  my  trees. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  King  of  Poland,   the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia,   and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  fentendent 
ctimme  Lurrons  en  fair &,  though  the  former  mult  not  ap- 
pear 
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pear  in  it,  upon  account  of  the  ftupidit; 
bigotry  of  his  Poles.     I  have  a  great  opinion  of  the  co- 
gency of  the  contro  :guments  of   the  R 
troops,  i  I   am  fun .    1 
them  fuccefs  ;  for  I  would  have  all  intoleration  intolerat- 
its  turn.      \Ve  fhall  foon  fee  more  clearly  into  this 
matter;  for  I  do  not  think  that  the  Autocratrice  of  all 
theRullias  will  be  trifled  with  natians. 

'i  think  of  the  late  extraordinary  event  in 
Spain  ?     Cou'  .  er  have  imagined  that  thofe  igno- 

rant Goths  would   have   dared   to  banifh    the   Jefuits  ? 
There  mud  have  been  fome  very  grave  and  impo 
reafons  f<  vaordinnr  :   but  v 

were,  I  do  not  pretend  to  guefs ;   and,   perhij:,    I   fhall 
never  know,  though  all  the  coffee-houfcs  here  do. 

Things  are  here  in  exaclly  the  fame  fituation,  in  \\hich 
they  >te  to  you  lad.     Lord  Chathn 

Oill  ill,  and  only  goes  abroad  for  an  hour  in  a  day,  to 
take  the  air,  in  his  coach.  TheKinghas,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  fcnt  him  repeated  mefTages,  defiring  him 
•  be  concerned  at  his  confinement,  for  that  he  is  re- 
folved  to  fupport  him  pour  et  centre  tons.  God  blels  you  ' 

LETTER      CLXXXVIIf. 

London,  June  the  ift,  i 
NT.  D, 

I  id  yeftc:  -f  the  aoth  pail,  from 

fdcn,  where  I  amgl.i  1  that  you  arc  an 

fafe  and  i  i  ry  where  an  anr.. 

d  it  continues  here  rtill.  I 

body  mter-clothes,  as  at  Chriftmas. 

The  tow  :.d  fudden  deaths  have 

been  very  fr*. 

1    ci  :.ow  what  to  fay  to  you  upon  public  mat- 

^s  remain   in  Jtotu  quo,  and   nothing  is  d 
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Great  changes  are  talked  of,  and,  I  believe,  will  happen 
foon,  perhaps  next  week ;  but  who  is  to  be  changed,  for 
who,  1  do  not  know,  though  every  body  elfe  does.  I 
am  apt  to  think  that  it  will  be  a  Mofaic  Miniftry,  made 
up  de  pieces  rapportces  from  different  connections. 

Laft  Friday  I  fent  your  fubfidy  to  Mr.  Larpent,  who, 
I  fuppofe,  has  given  you  notice  of  it.  I  believe  it  will 
come  very  feafonabiy,  as  all  places,  both  foreign  and  do- 
meflic,  are  fo  far  in  arrears.  They  talk  of  paying  you 
all  up  to  Chriftmas.  The  King's  inferior  fervants  areai- 
mofl  flarving. 

I  fuppofe  you  have  already  heard,  at  Drefden,  that 
Count  Bruhl  is  either  actually  married,  or  very  foon  to 
be  fo,  to  Lady  Egremont.  She  has,  together  with  her 
falary  as  Lady  of  the  Bedchamber,  £.  2,500  a  year ;  be- 
fides  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  money  left  her,  at  her  own 
difpofal,  by  Lord  Egremont.  All  this  will  found  great 
en  ecus  d'  Allemagne.  I  am  glad  of  it  j  for  he  is  a  very 
pretty  man.  God  blefs  you! 

I  eafily  conceive  why  OrlofY  influences  the  Emprefs  of 
all  theRuffias;  but  I  cannot  fee  why  the  King  ]of  Pruflia 
fhould  be  influenced  by  that  motive. 

LETTER    CLXXX1X. 

Blackheath,  July  the  2d,  1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

TH  O  U  G  H  I  have  had  no  letter  from  you  fince  my 
lad,  and  though  I  have  no  political  news  to  inform 
you  of,  I  write  this  to  acquaint  you  with  a  piece  of  Green- 
wich news,  which  i  believe  you  will  be  very  glad  of;  I 
am  fure  I  am.  Know  then,  that  your  friend  Mifs  * 
was  happily  married,  three  days  ago,  to  Mr.  *  *  *,  an 
Irifh  gentleman,  and  a  Member  of  that  Parliament,  with 
an  eflate  of  above  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  He  fet- 
tles upon  her  j£.  600  jointure,  and,  in  cafe  they  have  no 

children, 
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one  day  he:  it  once  fhot  dead  by 

cad  mer. 

>  her  the  next  morning,  and  tendered  her  his  p 
and  his  fortune;  both  \vhich,    taking  the  one  with  the 
other,  fhe  very  prudently  I  ,  for  his  pcrlbn  is  fixty 

years  old. 

nifterial  affairs  are  dill  in  the  fame  ridiculous 
doubtful  fituation  as   when  1  wrote  to  you  lad.     Lord 
•ham  will  neither  hear  of,  nor  do  any  bullnefs,  but 
lives  at  H.impdcad,    and   rides  about   the  heath 
gout  Your  Pi< 

v,  quits  this  week,  and  returns  to 
,    which    he  languifhed  for.     Two  Lords  are 
talked  of  to  fucceed  him  ;  Lord  Egmont,  and  Lord  Hills- 
borough  :    I  rather  hope,  the  latter.     Lord  Northington 

quits  this  week  ;  but  no  body  gueflls  whn 
fucceed  him,   as  Prcfident.     A  thoufand  other  changes 

talked  of,  which  I  neither  believe  nor  re.jedt. 
Poor  Harte  is  in  a  mod  mifcrable  condition  :    he 
loft  one  fide  of  himfelf,  and  in  a  great  mcafurehis  fpi 
hich,  he  is  going  to  publifh  his  d 

poemsy  as  he  calls  them.     I  am  forry  f<>r  it,  as  he  had  not 
time  to  correct  them,  before  this  ftrokc,  nor  abilit; 
do  it  fmce.     God  blefs  y< 

LETTER      C 

sheath,  July  9th,  1767. 

i), 

I  id  pail,  with  theenclof- 

tor  a  fubfcrip- 

!uni  nn  Temple.     I  have  mown  it  to 
the  very  I  fee,  but  without  the  lead  fuccefs. 

They  told  me  (and  with  too  much  truth)  that  while 

numbers 


T  O    H  I  S    S  O  N.  525 

numbers  of  poor  were  literally  ftarving  here,  from  the 
dearnefs  of  all  provifions,  they  could  not  think  of  fend- 
ing their  money  into  another  country,  for  a  building 
which  they  reckoned  ufelefs.  In  truth,  I  never  knew 
fuch  mifery  as  is  here  now  ;  and  it  arTecls  both  the  hearts 
and  the  purfes  of  thofe  who  have  either  •  for  my  own 
part,  I  never  gave  to  a  building  in  my  life  ;  which  I  reck- 
on is  only  giving  to  mafons  and  carpenters,  and  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  undertaking. 

Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  all  mankind  here, 
every  thing  {till  continues  \nftatuquo.  General  Con  way 
has  been  defired  by  the  King  to  keep  the  feals  till  he 
has  found  a  fucceflbr  for  him,  and  the  Lord  Prefident 
the  fame.  Lord  Chatham  is  relapfed,  and  worfe  than 
ever  -,  he  fees  no  body,  and  nobody  fees  him  :  it  is  faid, 
that  a  bungling  Phyfician  has  checked  his  gout,  and 
thrown  it  upon  his  nerves  ;  which  is  the  worft  diftemper 
that  a  Minifter  or  a  Lover  can  have,  as  it  debilitates  the 
mind  of  the  former,  and  the  body  of  the  latter.  Here 
is  at  prefent  an  interregnum.  We  mud  (bon  fee  what 
order  will  be  produced  from  this  chaos 

The  Electorate,  I  believe,  will  find  the  want  of  Comte 
Flemming ;  for  'he  certainly  had  abilities  ;  and  was  as 
flurdy  and  inexorable  as  a  Minifter  at  the  head  of  the 
finances  ought  always  to  be.  When  you  fee  ComtefTe 
Flemming,  which  I  fuppo.fe  cannot  be  of  fome  time,  pray 
make  her  Lady  Chefterfield's  and  my  compliments  of 
condolence. 

You  fay  that  Drefden  is  very  fickly ;  I  am  fure  Lon- 
don is  at  lead  as  fickly  now,  for  there  reigns  an  epidemi- 
cal diftemper  called  by  the  genteel  name  of  I' influenza. 
h  is  a  little  fever,  which  fcarcelyany  body  dies  of;  and 
it  generally  goes  off  with  a  little  loofenefs.  I  have  efcap- 
ed  it,  I  believe,  by  being  here.  God  keep  you  from  all 
diftempers,  and  blefs  you! 

LE  TTER 
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LETTER    CXCf. 

London,  October  ihe  30th, 
V  DEAR 

IHave  now  left  Blackheath,  till  the  next  fummer, 
live  till  then  ;  and  am  juft  able  to  write,  which  is  all 
1  can  fay,  for  I  am  extremely  weak,  and  have,  in  a  . 
meafure,  loft  the  ufe  of  my  k-gs;  I  hope  they  will  recover 
both  flefh  and  ftrength,  for  at  prefent  they  have  ne> 
I  go   to  the  Bath  next  we<  pcs  of  half  repairs  at 

moft,  for   thofe  waters,  I  am  fure,  will  not  prove  Me- 
dea's kettle,  nor  tes  eaux  dc  Jmrjencc  to 
(hall  do  as  good  Court  and  get  what  I  can, 

canr  I  will.     I  fend  you  no  politics,  for  here 

are  nci»h«  r  politics  nor  Minifters;  Lord  Chatham  is  quiet 

merfctihirc,  a::d  his  former  fuba!: 
do  nothing,  fo  that  nothing  is  done.     Whatever  places 
or  preferments  are  difpofed  of,   come  evidently  from 

,  who  affects  to  be  invifible-,  and  who,  like  a 

woodcock,  thinks,  that  if  his  head  is  but  hid,  he  is  not 
it  all. 

General  Pulteney  is   at  lad  dead,  laft  week,  worth 
above  thirteen  hundred   thoufand  pounds.     He  ha: 
all  his  la  :te,    which   is   eight-and-twc:  • 

fand  pounds  a  year,  including  the  Brad  .inch 

his  brother  had from  that  ancie: 

to  a  coufin-gcrman.     I  Ic  has  left  two  hundred  tlvn. 
pounds,  in  the  funds,  to  Lord  Darlington,  who  was  his 
next  neareft  relation;    and,  at  lead,   twenty 
pounds  in  various  legacies.     If  riches  alone  could  make 
people  happy,  the  lad  two  proprietors  of  this  immenfc 
''ccn  in,  but  they  I  '-re. 

God  blcfs  you,  and  fend  you  good  health,  which  is  bet- 
ter than  all  the  riches  of  the  world! 

LETTER 
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LETTER      CXCII. 

London,  November  the  3d,  1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOUR  laft  letter  brought  me  but  a  fcurvy  account 
of  your  health.  For  the  head-achs  you  complain 
of,  I  will  venture  to  prefcribe  a  remedy,  which,  by  expe- 
rience, I  found  a  fpecific,  when  I  was  extremely  plagued 
with  them.  It  is,  either  to  chew  ten  grains  of  rhubarb 
every  night  going  to  bed  ;  or,  what  I  think  rather  better, 
to  take,  immediately  before  dinner,  a  couple  of  rhubarb 
pills,  of  five  grains  each  ;  by  which  means  it  mixes  with 
the  aliments,  and  will,  by  degrees,  keep  your  body 
gently  open.  1  do  it  to  this  day,  and  find  great  good  by 
it.  As  you  feem  to  dread  the  approach  of  a  German 
winter,  I  would  advife  you  to  write  to  General  Conway" 
for  leave -of  abfence  for  the  three  rigorous  winter  months, 
which  I  dare  fay  will  not  be  refufed.  If  you  chufe  a 
worfe  climate,  you  may  come  to  London;  but  if  you 
chufe  a  better  and  a  warmer,  you  may  go  to  Nice  en 
Provence,  where  Sir  William  Stanhope  is  gone  to  pals 
his  winter,  who,  I  am  fure,  w.ill  be  extremely  glad  of 
your  company  there. 

1  go  to  the  Bath  next  Saturday.     Utinam  ne  fruftra. 
God  blefs  you ! 

LETTER      CXCIII. 

Bath,  December  the  ipth,  1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

"YESTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  of  the  apth  pad, 
-I  and  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  are  well  enough 
to  think,  that  you  may  perhaps  fland  the  winter  at  Dre£ 
den  ;  but  if  you  do,  pray  take  care  to  keep  both  your 
body  and  your  limbs  exceedingly  warm. 

As 
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As  to  my  own  health,   it  is,  in  general,  as  good  as  I 
could  ex<  <_•  a  'gcx 

.d  that  I  lliall  ne- 

aiv  DO1 

I  full  came  ha! 

i  a&  me  qucftio;  :  :  rung  Lord  C  - 

,  nor,    1  lulieve,  any  '  gi  an- 

I  will  tell  you  all  that  I  do  ' 

that  I  pucfs  concerning  him.     This   time  twelvemonth 
be  was  here,  and  in  good  health  and  fpirit:.  ,  now 

and  !  winges  of  the  gout.     We  faw  one 

;  but, 
•lukly    i 

ble   to  1  intimate  friend.-..  :  he 

would  receive  no  letters,  nor  fo  much  as  <>j 
about  bufin*. 

r. ,  as  I  am  told,  had,  \ 

i  a  coming  fit  of  the  gout, 

about  his  body;  and  it  fell  particularly  upon  his 
ccrves,  fo  that  he  continues  exceedingly  vapoinilli ;  and 
would  neither  fee  nor  fpeak  to  any  body,  \vhik  ne  was 
here.  1  lent  him  my  compliments,  and  afkcd  K-.IVC  to 
wait  upon  him  ;  but  he  fent  me  word,  that  he  was  too  ill 
to  fee  any  body  whatfoever.  I  met  him  frequently  tak- 
ing the  air  in  his  poit  and  he  looked  very  \ 
He  fet  out  fr>>m  hence,  for  London,  lad  Tucfday  -,  but 
whether  to  rcfume,  or  finally  ,  Ad- 
miniftratiun,  God  knows ;  conjctt  :ous.  In 
one  of  our  converiations  here,  this  time  twelvemonth,  I 
defired  him  to  fccure  you  a  (cat  in  the  new  Parliament; 
he  allured  me  that  he  would  •,  and,  I  am  convinced,  very 
fincerely;  he  laid  e\  ;ic  would  make  it  his  own 
.1  that  I  would  give  myfelf  no  more 
trouble  about  it.  Si:  I  have  heard  no  more  of 
it,  which  nude  me  look  out  for  fome  venal  boro; 
i  fpokc  to  a  borough -jobb  offered  five 

twenty 
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twenty  hundred  pounds  fora  fecure  feat  in  Parliament 5 
but  he  laughed  at  my  offer,  and  faid,  That  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  as  a  borough  to  be  had  now  ;  for  that  the 
rich  Eaft  and  Weft  Indians  had  fecured  them  all,  at 
the  rate  of  three  thoufand  pounds  at  leaft ;  but  many  at 
four  thoufand ;  and  two  or  three,  that  he  knew,  at 
five  thoufand.  This,  I  confefs,  has  vexed  me  a  good 
deal ;  and  made  me  the  more  impatient  to  know  whether 
Lord  C—  -had  done  anything  in  it;  uhich  I  (hall 
know  when  I  go  to  town,  as  I  propofe  to  do  in  about  a 
fortnight  ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  know  it,  you  fhall.  To 
tell  you  truly  what  I  think — I  doubt,  from  all  this  nerv- 
ous diforder,  that  Lord  C is  bors  de  combat,  as  a  Mi- 

nifter  -,  but  do  not  even  hint  this  to  any  body.  God 
blefs  you ! 

LETTER      CXC1V. 

Bath,  December  the  syth,  1767. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

En  nova  progenies. 

THE  outlines  of  a  new  Miniftry  are  now  declared; 
but  they  are  not  yet  quite  filled  up :  it  was  form- 
ed by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  Lord  Gower  is  made  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Council,  Lord  Sandwich  Poft-mafter, 
Lord  Hillfborough  Secretary  of  State,  for  America  only, 
Mr.  Rigby  Vice  treafurer  of  Ireland.  General  Conway 
is  to  keep  the  feals  a  fortnight  longer,  and  to  furrender 
them  to  Lord  Weymouth.  It  is  vexy  uncertain  whether 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  is  to  continue  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury  or  not ;  but,  in  my  private  opinion,  George 
Grenville  will  very  foon  be  there.  Lord  Chatham  feems 
to  be  out  of  the  queftion,  and  is  at  his  repurchafedhoufe 
at  Hayes,  where  he  will  not  fee  a  mortal.  It  is  yet  un- 
certain whether  Lord  Shelburne  is  to  keep  his  place  ;  if 
not,  Lord  Sandwich,  they  fay,  is  to  fucceed  him.  All 
VOL.  II.  M  m  the 
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•  the  Rockingham  peop  .uded.   \ 

mor  s  mud  neceflarily  be  -t  but  no  more  arc  yet 

declared.     It  to  be  a  refolution  taken  by  1 

body,  are  to  be  annual. 

is,  next  week,  to  be  ma-, 
to  Lady  Jane  Stuart,   Lord  Bute's  fecond  daug': 

it    fo   cold  in   my  life  as  it  is  now, 
and  p    fnow;  which,  if  it  continues,    I 

may  be  (how-bound  here,  for  God  knows  how  long, 
though  I  propofed  leaving  this  place  the  latter  end  of  the 
wet 

Poor  II  ill  herei  he  mentions  you  often, 

and  with  great  affection.     God  bids  you! 

When  1  know  more,  you  fhall. 

LETTER      CXC 

London,  March  the  I2th,  176?. 
V  DEAR  FK 

THE  day  after  I  received  your  letter,  ofthe2ift 
pad,  J  wrote  to  Lord  Weymouth,  as   you    ci 
cd ;  and  I  fend  you  his    anfwer   enclofed  :  from  which 
(though  I  liavi-    ;.'<t   iu.ird  from  him  fincc)  I  i.: 
granted,  and  fo  may  yni,   tli.u   li  I   his 

lly's  confent  to 

complaints  give  me  great  uneafmefs,  and  the  more, 
am  convinced  that  the  M  mif- 

takc  as  indeed  all  the 

phyh  ic   diil,  except  Dr.  V  [fl  my  opinion, 

you  have  no  gout,  but  a  very  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic 
habit  of  body,  which  ihould  be  treated  in  a  very  differ- 
ent manner  from  the  gout  ^  ar.d,  as  I  pretend  to  be  a 
very  '(1,  1  would  prcfcribc  to  \ 

Orid  milk-d;  A!I  as  nc 

ley,   millet,  .  'lie  three  fummer  months  at  lead, 

and  without  ever  tading  wine.     If  climate  fignifies  any 
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thing  (in  which,  by  the  way,  I  have  very  little  faith) 
you  are  in  my  mind,  in  the  fined  climate  in  the  world  ; 
neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold,  and  always  clear  :  you  are 
with  the  gayeft  people  living ;  be  gay  with  them,  and 
do  not  wear  out  your  eyes  with  reading  at  home.  U en- 
nui is  the  Englifh  diftemper  ;  and  a  very  bad  one  it  is, 
as  I  find  by  every  day's  experience ;  for  my  deafnefs 
deprives  me  of  the  only  rational  pleafure  that  I  can  have, 
at  my  age,  which  is  fociety ;  fo  that  I  read  my  eyes 
out  every  day,  that  I  may  not  hang  myfelf. 

You  will  not  be  in  this  Parliament,  at  leaft  not  at  the 
beginning  of  it.  I  relied  too  much  upon  Lord  C  -  -'s 
promife,  above  a  year  ago,  at  Bath.  He  defired,  that  I 
would  leave  it  to  him  ;  that  he  would  make  it  his  own 

affair,  and  give  it  in  charge  to  the  Duke  of  G . 

whofe  province  it  was  to  make  the  parliamentary  ar- 
rangement. This  I  depended  upon,  and  I  think  with 

reafon  ;  but,  fmce  that,  Lord  C has  feen  nor  fpoke 

to  nobody,  and  has  been  in  the  oddeft  way  in  the  world. 

I  fent  to  the  D of  G ,  to  know  if  L C 

had  either  fpoken  or  fent  to  him  about  it ;  but  he  allur- 
ed me  that  he  had  done  neither  :  that  all  was  full,  or 
rather  running  over,  at  prefent ;  but  that,  if  he  could 
crowd  you  in  upon  a  vacancy,  he  would  do  it  with  great 
pleafure.  I  am  extremely  forry  for  this  accident ;  for  I 
am  of  a  very  different  opinion  from  you,  about  being 
in  Parliament,  as  no  man  can  be  of  confequence,  in 
this  country,  who  is  not  in  it  j  and,  though  one  may  not 
fpeak  like  a  Lord  Mansfield,  or  a  Lord  Chatham,  one 
may  make  a  very  good  figure  in  a  fecond  rank.  Locus 
eft  et  pluribus  umbris.  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  you  any 
account  of  the  prefent  flate  of  this  country,  or  Mimftry, 
not  knowing  nor  guefling  it  myfelf. 

God  blefs  you,  and  fend  you  health,  which  is  the  firft 
and  greatefl  of  all  bleffings ! 

Mm  2  LETTER 
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LETTER       CXCVI. 

London,  Apr  65. 

MY  DF.AR  FRIEND, 

I  Received,  yefterday,  your  letter  of  the  ift;  in  which 
you  do  not  mention  the  ftate  of  your  health,   v.  hich  I 
defne  you  will  do  for  the  future. 

I  believe  you  have  guefled  the  true  reafon  of  Mr. 
>;i-   but,  by   a   \vhitper   that  \   have  fmce 
heard,    Keith   is    rather    inclined    to  go  to  Turi 

«,     1  forgot  to  tell   you,  in  my  lad,   ihat 

mod  pofnively  aflured,  that  the  inflai.t  you  return 

to  Drefd^  decamp.     I  am  perfu  . 

they  will  keep  ilitir  words   with  me,   as  there  is  no  one 

reafon  in  the  woikl  why  they  fhculd  not.     I  will   fend 

annual  to  Mr.  Larpent,  in  a  fortnight,  and  pay  the 

forty  fhillings  a  day  quarterly,  if  there  ihould  be  occa- 

fi  jn  •   for,   in  my  own  private  opinion,   r  ere  will   be  no 

I  agree  with  you,  that  />•>/«/  d  Ar- 

;>9//;/  d'  A  as  was  ufed  to  be  faid,   and 

without  more  of    the   Swifs  ;   but,  as  we  have 

neither  the  inclination  ror  (I  fear)  the  i  'j;ive  fub- 

uit  of  Vieiv  1    tin;  ^ 

i    nothing,    I  ,    be- 

their    Mmiil  l    favour. tis    with 

places. 

£jc-  en  carried  to  n  degree  nf  fren- 

r  f'ir  the  town  <  •  imp- 

•liou- 

fand  i  borough 

of ,  Members,  for  nine   thoula..d  p*.-.. 

:1  his  ekctio:. 

.p  for  thr 
low,   as  the  jocke)s  fay.     Mere   were  great  n< 

upon  that  occafion,  arxi  mofl  of  the  windows  in 

town 
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town  broke,  that  had  no  lights  for  l^i/kes  and  Liberty, 
who  were  thought  to  be  inftpaiable.  He  will  appear, 
the  20rh  of  this  month,  in  the  Court  of  Kii.g's  Bench, 
to  receive  his  (Vntence ;  and  then  great  riots  are  again 
expected,  and  probably  will  happen.  God  bkis  )ou! 

LETTER       CXCVir. 

Bath,  Oftober  the  1 7  th,  1768. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOUR  two  laft  letters,  to  myfelf  and  Grevenkop, 
have  alarmed  me  extremely ;  but  I  comfort  my- 
felf a  little,  by  hoping,  that  you,  like  all  people  who 
fuffer,  think  yourfelf  worfe  than  they  are.  A  dropfy  ne- 
ver comes  fo  fuddenly  ;  and  1  flatter  myfelf,  that  it  is 
only  that  gouty  or  rheumatic  humour,  which  has  plagued 
you  fo  long,  that  has  occafioned  the  temporary  fwelling 
of  your  legs.  Above  forty  years  ago,  after  a  violent  fe- 
ver, my  legs  fwelled  as  much  as  you  defcribe  yours  to 
be  ;  I  immediately  thought  that  i  had  a  dropfy  ;  but  the 
Faculty  affured  me,  that  my  complaint  was  only  the  ef- 
fed  of  my  fever,  and  would  foon  be  cured  ;  and  they 
faid  true.  Pray  let  your  amanuenfis,  whoever  he  may 
be,  write  an  account  regularly,  once  a  week,  either  to 
Grevenkop  or  myfelf,  for  that  is  the  fame  thing,  of  the 
Hate  of  your  health. 

I  fent  you,  in  four  fucceflive  letters,  as  much  of  the 
Dutchefs  of  Somerset's  fnuff  as  a  letter  could  well  con- 
vey to  >ou.  Have  you  received  all  or  any  of  them  ?  and 
have  they  done  you  any  good  ?  Though,  in  your  prefent 
condition,  you  cannot  go  into  company,  I  hope  you 
have  fome  acquaintances  that  come  and  fit  with  you  ; 
for  if  originally  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,  it 
is  much  worfe  for  a  fick  man  to  be  fo ;  he  thinks  too 
much  of  his  diftemper,  and  magnifies  it.  Some  men 
of  learning  amongft  the  Ecclefiaftics,  I  dare  fay,  would 
M  m  3  be 
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be  glad  to  fit  you  could  i  in  as 

good  as  they  brought. 

Poor  Harte,  who  is  here  ftill,  is  in  ilferable 

condition  ;  he  has  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of  his   left  fide, 
and  can  !  intelligibly.     I  was  with  him 

terday.     He   inquired    after  you  with  gi 

::i  the  utmoft  concern  when  I  fhpwed  him  your 
letter. 

My  own  health  is  as  it  has  been  ever  fince  I  was  here 
lad  year.  I  am,  neither  well  nor  ill,  but  unwell.  I ' 
in  a  manner,  loft  the  ufe  of  my  legs  j  for  though  I  can 
make  a  fhift  to  crawl  upon  even  ground  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  I  cannot  go  up  or  down  ftairs,  unlefs  fupported 
by  a  fervant. 

God  blefs,  and  grant  you  a  fpeedy  recovery ! 

Here  end  the  letters  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  as  he  died  the  1 6th  of  No- 
vember following. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      CXCVIIf. 

To  Mrs.  Stanhope,  then  at  Paris.. 

London,  March  the  i6th,  1769. 
MADAM, 

A  Troublefbme  and  painful  inflammation  in  my  eyes, 
J^JL  obliges  me  to  ufe  another  hand  than  my  own,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  from  Avignon, 
of  the  27th  pa  ft. 

I  am  extremely  furprifed  that  Mrs.  du-Bouchet  fhould 
have  any  objection  to  the  manner  in  which  your  latehuf- 
band  defired  to  be  buried,  and  which  you,  very  proper- 
ly, complied  with.  All  1  defire,  for  my  own  burial,  is, 
not  to  be  buried  alive ;  but  how  or  where,  I  think,  mud 
be  entirely  indifferent  to  every  rational  creature. 

I  have  no  commifllon  to  trouble  you  with,  during 
your  flay  at  Paris;  ficm  whence,  I  v/ifh  you  and  the 
boys  a  good  journey  home  j  where  I  (hall  be  very  glad 
to  fee  you  all,  and  affure  .you  of  my  being,  with  great 
cruth, 

Your  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD, 

LETTER    CXCIX. 

To  the  fame,   at  London. 

MADAM, 

TH  E  laft  time  that  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you, 
I  was  fo  taken  up  in  playing  with  the  boys,  that 
I  forgot  their  more  important  affairs.     How  foon  would 
you  have  them  placed  at  fchool  ?  When  I  know  your 
pleafure  as  to  that,  t  will  fend  to  Monfieur  Ferny,  to 
prepare  every  thing  for  their  reception.     In  the  mean 
time,  I  beg  that  you  will  equip  them  thoroughly  with 
M  m  4  clothes, 
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clothes,  linen,  £-  xxi,  but  p!  1  give  me 

from  this  time  f<  s  mould 

n,   with  great  truth, 

'am, 

Your  faithful,  humble  fervant, 
\\\  CH  : 

LETTER      CC 

M 

AS   fbme  day  mud  be  fixed  for  fending  the  b( 
fchool,  do  you  approve  of  the  8t! 

.  time  the  weather  \vill  probably  be  warn 

d,  and  you  will  be  able  to  equip  them  comp!; 

J  will,  upon  that  day,   fend  my  coach  to  you,  to 

e  boys  to  Loughboroug'  .   with  all 

their  immenfe  baggage.     I  mull  recommend  to  yon,  \\  hen 
you  leave  them  there,   to   fupj-  i  can, 

the  <v.  ,gs  of  maternal  tend  ch  would 

grieve  th  )ys  the  more,  and  give  them  a  terror 

of  their  neu  eftablillinv   r. 

J  am,  with  great  truth,   Madam, 

Your  faithful,  humble  l< 
Thurfday  mornir.g.  CHI:.^TI  uri; 


LETTER      CCI. 

Bath,  Oaobcr  the  1 1  rh,   i 
M 

N'.ODY  c-p.n  be  more  willing  or  ready  to  obey 
n  I  am  ;  but  then  I  mufl  like  the  or- 
ders,  and  th  orders  and  j  Lome 

r  this  defcription  ;   ard  therefore  I  mufl  give  you  an 
account  of  my  arrival  and  exigence,  fuch  as  it  is,  here. 

I  got 
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I  got  hither   lad  Sunday,   the  day  after  I   left  London, 
tefs  fatigited  than  I  expected   to  have  been ;  and 
crawl  about  this  place  upon  my  three  legs,  but  am  ! 
in  countenance  by  many  of  my  fellow  crawlers  :    the  lad 
part  of  the  Sphynx's  riddle  approaches,  and  I  (hall  foon 
end,  as  1  began,  upon  all  fours. 

When  you  happen  to  fee  either  Monfieur  or  Madame 
Perny,  I  beg  you  will  give  them  this  welancholick  proof 
of  my  caducity,  and  tell  them,  that  the  lad  time  I  went 
to  fee  the  boys,  1  carried  the  Michaelmas  quarteridge 
in  my  pocket,  and  when  I  was  there  I  totally  forgot  it; 
but  afiure  them,  that  I  have  not  the  lead  intention  to  bilk 
them,  and  will  pay  them  faithfully,  the  two  quarters  to- 
gether, at  Chriftmas. 

I  hope  our  two  boys  are  well ;  for  then  I  am  fure  you 
are  fo. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  edeem, 

Your  mod  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER      CCII. 

Bath,  Odober  the  a8th,  1769, 

MADAM, 

'VTOUR  kind  anxiety  for  my  health  and  life,  is  more 
JL  than,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  both  worth  :  without 
'the  former,  the  latter  is  a  burthen  ;  and,  indeed,  I  arti 
'very  weary  of  it.  I  think  I  have  got  fome  benefit  by 
drinking  t'hefe  waters,  and  by  bathing,  for  my  old,  (tiff, 
rheumatic  limbs ;  for  I  believe  I  could  now  outcrawl  a 
-(hail,  or,  perhaps,  even  a  tortoife. 

I  hope 


538      LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  I  RS 

I  hope  the  boys  >cen 

in  fome  K  get  triumphantly  out  of 

lution. 
1  am,  with  great  truth  and  efteem, 

Your  moll  faithful,  humble  fervanr, 

C;  D. 

LETTER     CCIII. 

Eath,  November  the  5*h,  i 

1  Remember  very  well  the  paragraph  which  you  quote 
from  a  letter  of  mine  to  Mrs.  du-Bouchet,  and  fee  no 
reafon  yet  to  retract   that  opinion,   in  gener  :i  at 

lead  nineteen  widows  in  twenty  had  authorifcd.  I 
had  not  then  the  pleafure  of  your  acquaintance  ±  I  had 
feen  you  but  twice  or  thrice,  and  1  had  no  reafon  to 
think  that  you  would  deviate,  as  you  have  done,  from 
other  widows,  fo  much,  as  to  put  perpetual  (hackles  up- 
on your felf,  for  the  fake  of  your  children;  but  (if  I 
may  ufe  a  vulgarifm)  one  fwallow  makes  no  fummer  : 
five  righteous  were  formerly  neceflary  to  fave  a 
and  they  could  not  be  found ;  fo,  till  I  find  four  more 
fuch  righteous  widows  as  }ourfelf,  I  fhall  entertain  my 
former  notions  of  widowhood  in  general. 

1  can  allure  you    that    I  drink   here  very  foberly  and 
cautioufly,  anc^,    at  the  fame  time,  keep  fo  cool  a  diet, 
that  I  do  not  find  the  lead  fymptom  of  heat,  mucl 
of  inflammation.     By  the  way,  I  never  had  that 

fequepce  of  havti  thefev. ; 

e  had  it  but  four  times,  and  always  in  the  middle 
of  fummer.     Mr   Hawkins  is  timorous,  even  to  inn. 
and  my  fitter  di  lights  in  them. 

Charles  will  be  a  fcholar,  if  you  pleafc  ;  but  our  little 
Philip,  without  being  one,  will  be  fomething  or  other  as 

good, 
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good,  though  I  do  not  yet  guefs  what.  I  am  not  of  the 
opinion  generally  entertained  in  this  country,  that  man 
lives  by  Greek  and  Latin  alone ;  that  is,  by  knowing  a 
great  many  words  of  two  dead  languages,  which  nobody 
living  knows  perfectly,  and  which  are  of  no  ufe  in  the 
common  intercourfe  of  life.  Ufeful  knowledge,  in  my 
opinion,  confifts  of  modern  languages,  hiftory,  and  geo- 
graphy ;  fome  Latin  may  be  thrown  into  the  bargain,  in 
compliance  with  cuftom,  and  for  clofet  amufement. 

You  are,  by  this  time,  certainly  tired  with  this  long 
letter,  which  I  could  prove  to  you  from  Horace's  own 
words  (for  I  am  zfcbolar)  to  be  a  bad  one  ;  he  fays,  that 
water-drinkers  can  write  nothing  good  :  fo  1  am,  with 
jreal  truth  and  efteem, 

Your  moft  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER      CCIV. 

Bath,  Oftober  the  pth,  1770. 
MADAM, 

I  Am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  part 
which  you  take  in  my  health  and  life :  as  to  the  lat- 
ter, I  am  as  indifferent  myfelf,  as  any  other  body  can  be; 
but  as  to  the  former,  I  confefs  care  and  anxiety ;  for, 
while  I  am  to  crawl  upon  this  Planet,  1  would  willingly 
enjoy  the  health  at  lead  of  an  infect.  How  far  thefe  wa- 
ters will  reflore  me  to  that  moderate  degree  of  health, 
which  alone  I  afpireat,  I  have  not  yet  given  them  a  fair 
trial,  having  drank  them  but  one  week  ;  the  only  dif- 
ference, I  hitherto  find,  is,  that  Illeep  better  than  I  did. 
I  beg  that  you  will  neither  give  yourfelf,  nor  Mr. 
Fitzhugh,  much  trouble  about  the  Pine  plants ;  for,  as 
it  is  three  years  before  they  fruit,  I  might  as  well,  at 
my  age,  plant  Oaks,  and  hope  to  have  the  advantage  of 

their 
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their  Timber  .  .  r^od  knows 

,  will  ea' 

ago. 

I  1  s  are  well  ;  tny  refpcfts  to  them  both. 

I  am,  \  :    truth, 

Your  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTEKFI 

LETTER       CC 

Bath,  November  the  ith,  I77O. 

rT   HE  pod  ha&  been  more  favourable  to  you,   than  I 
-••      intended  it  mould  •   for,  upon  my  word, 

ft  after   1  had  received  it. 

However,  you  havens/  a  IJs,  as  we  fay,  fometimes,  in 
Irela 

My  friends,  from  time  to  timr,  require  bills  of  health 
from  me,  in  thefe  fufpicious  times,  when   the  Plague  is 
bufy  in  fome  parts  of  Furopc.     All  I  can  fay,  in  an  Twer 
to  their  inquiries,  is,  that  1  have  not  the  diftemper  pro- 
perly called  the  Plague;  but  that  1  have  all  the  plagues 
of  old-nge,  and  cf  a  mattered  carcafc.     Tin: 
have  do".e  me  what   little   good  I  expected   from  t! 
though  b'  ans  what   1    onild  have  wifbed, 

to  be  /fJ  t nux  de  Join- 
I  had  a  letter,   the  other  day,  I 
Charles's  wa^  .ely  written,  and  Phi!  i 

•  perfectly  well,  and  fay  tl 
'    grown  up   people    will,    or  can    1.. 
n  ? 

lam,  with  the  ti'i'.fl  cfltem, 

:am, 
Your  mod  faithful  fervant, 

STERFI' 

LETTER 


TO    HIS    SON, 
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LETTER     CCVI. 

Bath,  O&ober  the  27th,  1771. 
MADAM, 

UPON  ray  word,  you  intereft  yourfelf  in  the  ftate 
of  my  exiftence,  more  than  1  do  myfelf ;  for  it  is 
worth  the  care  of  neither  of  us.  I  ordered  my  valet  de 
cbamlre,  according  to  your  orders,  to  inform  you  of  my 
fafe  arrival  here  ;  to  which  I  can  add  nothing,  being  nei- 
ther better  nor  worfe  than  I  was  then. 

I  am  very  glad  that  our  boys  are  well.     Pray  give 
them  the  enclofed. 

I  am  not  at  all  furprized  at  Mr. 's  converfion  ; 

for  he  was,  at  feventeen,  the  idol  of  old  women,  for  hi* 
gravity,  devotion,  and  dulnefs. 

I  am,  Madam, 
Your  mod  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELDO 


LETTER      CCVII. 

To  Charles  and  Philip  Stanhope. 

Bath,  October  the  i;th,  1771. 

I  Received,  a  few  days  ago,  two  the  beft  written  let- 
ters that  ever  I  favv  in  my  life ;  the  one  figned 
Charles  Stanhope,  the  other  Philip  Stanhope.  As  for 
you,  Charles,  1  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  for  you  will  take 
pains,  and  are  a  lover  of  letters  ;  but  you,  idle  rogue, 
you  Phil,  how  came  you  to  write  fo  well,  that  one  can 
almoft  fay  of  you  two,  et  cant are  pares  et  refpondcre  parati? 
Charles  will  explain  this  Latin  to  you. 

I  am 
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.m  told,   Phil,    that  you  I  TO  at 

fchool,  from  you:  :cr  Strangeways  ; 

and  that  thc\  Utter  Strangerways ;  for,  to  be 

fure,  a  flrange  boy.     Is  this  true? 

Tell  me  what  \  d  have  me  bring  you   both 

from  he:  I  will  bring  it   you,   when  1  come  to 

.in  time,  God  blefs  you  both. 

CHESTERFIELD. 


THE   END    OF    THE    LETTERS. 


S  C  E  L- 


(543) 


MISCELLANEOUS   PIECES. 


Some  Account  of  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
the  Seven  United  Provinces. 

THE  Government  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  is  thought,  by  many,  to  be 
Democratical  ;  but  it  is  merely  Ariftocratical  *  j  the 
People  not  having  the  lead  (hare  in  it,  either  themfelves, 
or  by  reprefentatives  of  their  own  chufing  :  they  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  pay  and  grumble. 

The  Sovereign  Power  is  commonly  thought  to  be  in 
the  States  General,  as  they  are  called,  refiding  at  the 
Hague.  It  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  they  are  only  limited  De- 
puties, obliged  to  confult  their  Condiments  upon  every 


*  The  Members  of  the  Senate,  or  PrMtfe&af&t  were  originally 
ele&ed  by  the  Burghers,  in  a  general,  and  often  a  tumultuous  af- 
fembly  :  but  now,  for  near  two  hundred  years,  the  Vrootfcbap*  found 
means  to  perfuade  the  people,  that  thefe  ele&ions  were  troublefome 
and  dangerous  ;  and  kindly  took  upon  themfelves  to  cleft  their  own 
^Members,  upon  vacancies,  and  to  keep  their  own  body  full,  without 
troubling  the  people  with  an  election  ;  it  was  then  that  the  Arifto- 
cracy  was  eftabliihed. 

point 
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;  of  any   importance  that  occurs.     It  is  very  true, 

1  in  the  States  Gene- 
ral ;    but  who  an  ,<;le  who 

I  but  the  Se  ,',  or 

to  the  Provincial 
efe  Prof*  ••,   in 

truth,  tht-  S  ates  General  ;    bur,   were  they  to  aiTemblc, 

t  I  know,  to  two  or  three 

it  ia,  tl  i  difpatch 

of    bufr.cfs,    that  every  Province  i  to  the 

i<%  who  are  v  \sho  are 

.',  and  in  whom,  many 
peop  ic,    th.u    the  S<>\ 

ities  are 

but  wers   are   extremely 

to  *  not! 

';)  their  feveral  i  Avns, 

1:1   that  particular  cafe.     They  ai. 
thoriicd  to  cc.'ncur  in  mutters  of  order  ;   that  is,  K. 

things   in   the  common,  current,  Main; 

n,  the  lead  ftcp  out  of  tt 

b  murt  b 
. 

my  people  are  ii\  Pro- 

tor  the  I:   , 
' 

'.'hen  the  Deputies  of  the  vStntes  figned  the  Triple  Alliance  with 

pic,    in    two    or    tfurr   <)av3  time,  and  without  con- 

fulting  their  Pi incipals   (howevc;  c  values  himfclf 

•)    in  real  'y  ligncd   6'*^  ,S>/  R".  as  not 

and  had    i  k-vcial  Conftitucnt.-  of  the 

feveral    Provinces,    it    had  been  as  ron  avenu.     The   Deputies,    who 

that    treaty  S^  $f>f  Rati>    knew  well  enough  •  iciing 

rure  of  the  tteaty,  and  the  then  fuwation  of  ati  Ihould 

pot  only  be  avowed,  but  approved  of,  by  iheir  Mafteis,  the  Stales. 

Republic, 
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Republic,  they  fay,  *  Holland  will,  or  will  not,  do  fuch 
a  thing :  but  mod  people  are  ignorant  enough  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  Province  of  Holland  has  a  legal,  a  confti- 
tutional  power  over  the  other  fix ;  whereas,  by  the  Act 
of  Union,  the  little  Province  of  Groningen  is  as  much 
Sovereign  as  the  Province  of  Holland.  The  Seven  Pro- 
vinces are  Seven  diftinft  Sovereignties,  confederated  to- 
gether in  one  Republic  ;  no  one  having  any  fuperiority 

*  When  the  Province  of  Holland  has  once  taken  an  important  re- 
folution,  of  Peace,  or  War,  or  Acceflion  to  any  treaty,  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  the  other  Provinces  will  come  into  that  meafure,  but  by  no 
means  certain :  it  is  often  a  great  while  firft  ;  and  when  the  little 
Provinces  know  that  the  Province  of  Holland  has  their  concurrence 
much  at  heart,  they  will  often  annex  Conditions  to  it;  as  the  little 
towns  in  Holland  frequently  do,  when  the  great  ones  want  their  con- 
currence. As  for  inftance  ;  when  I  was  folliciting  the  acceffion  of 
the  Republic  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  in  1731  ;  which  the  Penfionary, 
Comte  Sinzendorf,  and  I,  had  made  fecretly  at  the  Hague  ;  all  the 
towns  in  Holland  came  pretty  readily  into  it,  except  the  little  town 
of  Briel  ;  whofe  Deputies  frankly  declared,  that  they  would  not  give 
their  confent,  till  Major  fuch-a-one,  a  very  honeft  gentleman  of  their 
town,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  and  that, 
as  foon  as  that  was  done,  they  would  agree,  for  they  approved  of  the 
treaty.  This  was  accordingly  done  in  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
they  agreed.  This  is  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the  abfurdity  of  the  una- 
nimity required,  and  of  the  ufe  that  is  often  made  of  it. 

However,  fliould  one,  or  even  two,  of  the  lefler  Provinces,  who 
contribute  little,  and  often  pay  lefs  to  the  public  charge,  obftinately 
and  frivoloufly,  or  perhaps  corruptly,  perfift  in  oppofing  a  meafure 
which  Holland,  and  the  other  more  confiderable  Provinces  thought 
necefTary,  and  had  agreed  to,  they  would  fend  a  Deputation  to  thofe 
oppofing  Provinces,  to  reafon  with,  and  perfuade  them  to  concur  ; 
but  if  this  would  not  do,  they  would,  as  they  have  done  in  many  in- 
ftances,  conclude  without  them.  The  fame  thing  is  done  in  the  Pro- 
vincial States  of  the  refpective  Provinces  ;  where,  if  one  or  two  of 
the  lead  confiderable  towns  pertinacioufly  oppofe  a  neceflary  meafure, 
they  conclude  without  them.  But  as  this  is  abfolutely  unconftitutio- 
nal,  it  is  avoided  as  much  as  poffible,  and  a  complete  unanimity  pre- 
cured,  if  it  can  be,  by  fuch  little  concelfiona  as  that  which  1  have 
mentioned  to  the  Briel  Major. 

VOL,  II".  N  n  over, 


- 

t  of 

is  but  the  fccond,  Gueldrcs  being 
• 

'•,.it  Holland,  from  its  fuperiorr  gth 

and  i  p;  58  pt> 

the  oil.  CCS  i  but 

one. 

The  unanimity,  which  is  conftitutionally  requifiu 
nd  each  Pro\ 

he  Seven  collectively  •>  is  i' 

thing  fo  ;  Me  in  government, 

'  Cii,  that  even  the  form  of  it  has  been 
tolera  i.ce  is  n< 

,    though 

two  diiTent,  p  ';   are  two 

of  the  five.     As  fourteen  or   fifteen   of  the  principal 

;  will  co:  i  affair,  notwithll 

ing  the  oppofition  of  four  or  five  of  the  lefler.     I  cannot 

help  conjecturing,  that  William,  the  firft  Prince  of  O- 

JtariNt  tlic  ableft  man,  without  dil- 

i  -ge  he  lived  in,  not  excepting  even  the  Ad- 

,  *,  and    who  had  the  modelling   of  the 

Rcpu  ,  I   conjcclure,    I   fay,  that  the 

I  ;gr  wmild  DCVCI  have  fulluiJ  i'ucli  an  ut>- 

>d  that  government,  which  be  was 

had  not  thought  it  ukful  to  him- 

f  :cd   the  grcateft  ambition 

\vilh    tlu  try,  and  declined   the  infignifi- 

;icd  the  folnl 
c  of  power:   Might  he  not  therefore   think,   tint 

•   I  am  pcrfuidcd,  that  hail  the  Taciturn*  been  in  the  place  of  the 
•  I  Colony,   he  would  never  have  been  prevailed  upon   to  bavt 
-•id  to  have  pat  himfclf   into  the  power  of  tbofc  two 
irinc  of  Mc(!icis  and  Charles  the 
Ninth.     His  pru  L  horn  Flanders  ia  a  ; 

rather  cbolc  to  be  Prince  jam  itrrt  than  Prince  Juri*  Kit. 
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this  abfurd,  though  requifite  unanimity,  made  a  Stadt> 
bonder  absolutely  necelfary,  to  render  the  government 
practicable  ?  In  which  cafe  he  was  very  Cure  the  Stadt- 
houder would  always  be  taken  out  of  his  family  ;  and 
he  minded  things,  not  names.  The  Penfionary  *  thinks 
this  conjecture  probable ;  and  as  we  were  talking  the 
other  day,  confidentially,  upon  this  fubjecl,  we  both 
agreed  that  this  monftrous  and  impracticable  unani- 
mity, required  by  the  conftitution,  was,  alone,  fufficient 
to  bring  about  a  Stadthouder,  in  fpite  of  all  the  mea* 
fures  of  the  Republican  party  to  prevent  it.  He  con- 
fefied  to  me,  that  upon  his  being  made  Penfionary,  he 
entered  into  folemn  engagements,  not  to  contribute,  di- 
fedly  nor  indirectly,  to  any  change  of  the  prefent  form 
of  government,  and  that  he  would  fcrupuloufly  obferve 
thofe  engagements  ;  but  that  he  forefaw  that  the  defects 
in  their  form  of  government,  and  the  abufes  crept  into 
every  part  of  it,  would  infallibly  produce  a  -f  Stadt- 
houder, tumultuoufly  impofed  upon  the  Republic,  by 
an  infurre&ion  of  the  populace,  as  in  the  cafe  of  King 
William.  I  told  him,  that,  in  my  opinion,  if  that  were 
to  happen  a  fecond  time,  the  Stadthouder  fo  made 
would  be  their  King  §.  He  fa  id,  he  believed  fo  too  ^ 
N  n  2  and 

*  Monfieur  Slin^elandf,  theablcft  Minifter,  and  the  honetleil  mas 
I  ever  knew.  I  may  juftly  call  him  my  Friend,  my  Mailer,  and  my 
Guide.  For  I  was  then  quite  new  in  bufinefs  ;  he  inftru&ed  me,  he 
loved,  he  trufted  me. 

•f-  It  has  fmce  appeared  that  he  judged  very  rightly. 

§  And  fo  he  ought  to  be  now,  even  for  the  fake  and  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Seven  Provinces.  The  neceffary  piinciple  of  a  Re- 
public, Virtue,  fubfifts  no  longer  there.  The  great  riches  of  private 
people  (though  the  public  is  poor)  have  long  ago  extinguished  that 
principle,  and  deftroyed  the  equality  neceflary  to  a  Commonwealth. 
A  Commonwealth  is  unqueftionably,  upon  paper,  the  mod  rational 
and  equitable  form  of  government;  but  it  is  as  unqueftionably  im- 
practicable, in  all  countries  where  riches  have  introduced  luxury,  and 
a  griat  inequality  of  conditions.  It  will  only  do  in  thofe  Countries 

that 


548         MISCELLANEOUS  PIECES. 

and  that  he  had  urged  all  this  to  the  mod  confidcrable 

ibers  of  the  Government,  and  the  mod  jealous  Re- 
publicans.    That  he  !  }  formed  a  plan,  \\hich  he 

had  laid  before  them,  as  the  only  pofllble  one  to  prevent 
this  impending  danger.     That  a  Stadthouder  was  origi- 
nally   the   chief   Ipring  upon  \vhich   their  go\ 
turned;  and  that,  if  they  would  have  no  Stadthouder, 
they  muft  fubftitute  a  fuccedanewn.     That  one  pai 
that  muft   be  to  abolifh  the  unanimity  re- 

quired by  the  prefent  form  of  government.  i.ich, 

only  a  Stadthouder  could  render  piadicablc,  by  his  in- 
fluence. That  the  abufes  which  were  crept  into  the 
military  part  of  the  government,  muft  be  corrected,  or 
that  they  alone,  if  they  were  fullered  to  go  on,  would 
make  a  Stadthouder  :  in  order  that  the  army  and  the 

,  which  the  public  paid  for,  might  be  of  form 
which  at   prefent   they  were   not.     That  he  had 
thefe  and  many  other  confiderations  of  the  like  nature 
before  them  ;  in  the  hopes  of  one  of  thefe  two  things  -y 
either  to  prevail  with  them  to  make  a  Stadthouder  un- 
neceflfary,  by  a  juft  reformation  of  the  abufes  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  fubflituting  a  majority,  or,  at  moft,  two 
third?,    to  the  abfurd  and  impracticable  unanimity  now 

fite.     Or,  if  they  would  not  come  into  thefe  preven- 
ts,   that   they  would  trc.r  \uth 

iVi  nee  of  Orange,  and  give   him   the  Stadtboudciai^ 
under  fir.  ill-dual  provifio: 

their  liberty.     But  they  would  lill 


that  poverty  keeps  virtuous.  In  England,  it  would  very  foon  grow 
a  tyrannical  Ariflocracy  ;  foon  afterwards,  an  Oligarchy,  and  fooo 
after  that,  an  abfolute  Monarchy  :  from  the  lame  cauks  that  Den- 
nark.  in  the  lalt  century,  became  fo  :  the  intolerable  oppreflion  of 
the  hulk  of  the  people,  from  thofe  whom  they  looked  upon  as  their 
equals.  If  the  young  Stadthouder  has  abilities,  he  will,  when  he 
grows  up,  get  all  the  powers  of  a  limited  Monarchy,  fuch  as  Eng- 
land, no  matter  under  ,«.  and,  if  he  is  really  wife,  he  will 

defire  no  uiorc  :  if  the  people  arc  wife,  the/  will  give  it  i 

expedients; 
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expedients  ;  the  firft  affected  the  private  interefts  of  moft 
of  the  confiderable  people  of  the  Republic,  vvhofe  power 
and  profit  arofe  from  thofe  abufes.  And  the  fecond  was 
too  contrary  to  the  violent  paflions  and  prejudices  of 
Meflrs.  d'Obdam,  Booteflaer,  Hallewyn,  and  other  Heads 
of  the  high  Republican  party.  Upon  this,  I  faid  to  the 
Penfionary,  that  he  had  fully  proved  to  me,  not  only  that 
there  would,  but  that  there  ought  to  be  a  Stadthouder. 
He  replied,  "  There  will  moft  certainly  be  one,  and  you 
*'  are  young  enough  to  live  to  fee  it.  I  hope  I  (hall  be 
"  out  of  the  way  firft ;  but,  if  I  am  not  out  of  the  world 
"  at  that  time,  1  will  be  out  of  the  way  firft;  but,  if  I 
"  am  not  out  of  the  world  at  that  time,  I  will  be  out 
"  of  my  place,  and  pafs  the  poor  remainder  of  my 
*'  life  in  quiet.  I  only  pray  that  our  new  Mafter, 
"  whenever  we  have  him,  may  be  gently  given  us. 
"  My  friend,  the  Greffier  *,  thinks  a  Stadthouder  abfo- 
"  lutely  neceflary  to  fave  the  Republic,  and  fo  do  I,  as 
"  much  as  he,  if  they  will  not  accept  of  the  other  expe- 
"  dient ;  but  we  are  in  very  different  fituations  ;  he  is 
"  under  no  engagements  to  the  contrary,  and  I  am." 
He  then  afked  me,  in  confidence,  whether  I  had  any  in- 
ftruftions  to  promote  the  Prince  of  Orange's  views  and 
intereft.  I  told  him  truly  that  I  had  not ;  but  that,  how- 
ever, I  would  do  it,  as  far  as  ever  I  could,  quietly  and 
privately.  That  he  himfelf  had  convinced  me,  that  it 
was  for  the  intereft  of  the  Republic,  which  I  honoured 
and  wifhed  well  to  ;  and  alfo  that  it  would  be  a  much 
more  efficient  Ally  to  England,  under  that  form  of  go- 
vernment "  I  muft  own,"  replied  he,  "  that  at  prefent 

*  The  Greffier  Fagel,  who  had  been  Greffier,  that  is  Secretary  of 
State,  above  fifty  years.  He  had  the  deepeft  knowledge  of  bufinefs, 
and  the  founded  judgment,  of  any  man  I  ever  knew  in  my  life  :  but 
he  had  not  that  quick,  that  intuitive  fagacity,  which  the  Penfionary 
Slingelandt  had.  He  has  often  owned  to  me,  that  he  thought  things 
were  gone  too  far,  for  any  other  remedy  but  a  Stadthouder. 

N  n  3  "  we 
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*  we  <  ither  fti  tch."     ! 

faid,  that  I  knew  that  but  too  well,  by  m  nee-, 

and  I  added  (la                  .t   I  looked  the 

Prince  of  Orange's  grcateft  enemy  i  and,  up  )i;  thai 

viok                                             f  to  be  his  :,ds  j 

theT;                                             lie  hope;--.      !  upt- 

io,  \\ith   ia)ir,g.    '  rfc  r* 


f  Thefe    hot  headed  Republic  1  things  with   the  unjufteft 

acrimony  again  !l  the  Prince  of  l  \d    him  his  ranfc 

in  the  aimy  cp:  him  out  of  polTcfiion  of  the  Marquifat  of 

Terfere  and  Fleflinge  were    his   own    patrimony  ;   ami,  l>y 

n^ans,  gai.  i  being  unjufily 

opprc  : 

HaJ  he  been  an  abler  rmn  himfelf,  or  better  advifed  by  others,   he 

have  availed  hi.nfelf,  much  more  folidly  than  he    did,  of  the 

,  of  the  people,   in  his  favour,  when  tl.cy 

tumultuoufly  nude   him  Stadthouder  ;  but  he  did  not  know  the  value 

portance  or  thofe  warm  moments,  in  which  he  might  have  fix- 
ed and  clinched  his  power.     Dazzled  with  the  fliow  and  trappings  of 
power,  he  did  not  enough  attend  to  the  fubilancc.     He  attcn., 
thing  impolfible,  which  was,  to   pleafc  every  body  :  he  heard  every 
body,  begun  every  thing,  and  finifhed  nothing.     When   the  people, 
la  their  tun  ,  made  him  Stadihouder,  they  dcfired  nothing  betti 
UJUlly  to  diilolve  the   Republican   form    of  government.     He  Oiould 
have  let  them.     The  tumultuous  love  of  the  populace  muii  bi 
and  enjoyed  in  its  firft  ttanfports  ^  there  is  no    hoarding  of  it   to  ufc 
upon  occaftons  ;  it  will  not  keep.     The  mo  ft    confidcrablc  people  of 
the  former  government  would  gladly  have  compounded  for  then 
and  would   have   thought  themfelves  very  well   off  in   the   cirtle  of 
LouvcAcin  i  where  one  of  the  Prince  of  Orangc'i  predcceflor 
fome  of  their  anccftors,  in  times  much  iefs  favourable.     An  alKclcd 

:  moment.     The  government  is  now 
the  Gouvernantc    has    not 

power  enough  to  do  much  good  ;  and  yet  (he  hat  mote  power  than 
authority.  Peace  and  ccconomy,  both  public  and  domeflic,  fhould, 
therefore,  be  the  fole  objccls  of  her  politics,  during  the  minority  of 
her  fon.  The  Public  is  almoft  a  bankrupt  :  and  her  fon's  private 
fortune  extremely  incumbercd.  She  has  fenfe  and  ambition  -,  l>ut  it 
is,  flill,  the  fenfe  and  ambition  of  a  woman  ;  that  is,  inconft^utntial. 
XVhat  remains  to  be  done,  requires  a  firm,  manly,  and  vigorous  minJ. 
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£0te  la ;  won  plan  bltflt  trop  I  intent  particuliery  pmir  Ure  re- 
±eu  a  prefent  que  I  amour  du  public  ifexifeplus  *.  I  thought 
this  converfation  too  remarkable,  not  to  write  down  the 
heads  of  it  when  I  came  home. 

The  Republic  has  hardly  any  Navy  at  all  ;  thefirgle 
fund  for  the  Marine  being  the  fmall  duties  upon  exports 
and  imports  ;  which  duties  are  not  half  collected,  by  the 
connivance  of  the  Magiflrates  themfelves,  who  are  inte- 
refted  in  the  fmuggling :  fo  that  the  Republic  has  now 
no  other  title,  but  courtefy,  to  the  name  of  a  Maritime 
Power.  Their  trade  decreafes  daily,  and  their  national 
debt  increafes.  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  it 
amounts  to,  at  lead,  fifty  millions  ftcrling. 

The  decreafe  of  their  Herring  fifhery,  from  what  it 
appears  by  Monfieur  de  Wit's  Memoirs  of  Holland,  in 
his  time,  is  incredible^  and  will  be  much  greater,  now 
that  we  are,  at  lad,  v/ife  enough  to  take  our  own  Her- 
rings upon  our  own  coafts. 

They  do  not,  now,  get,  by  freight,  one  quarter  of 
what  they  ufed  to  get  :  they  were  the  general  fea-car- 
riers  of  all  Europe.  The  act  of  navigation,  pafied  in 
Cromwell's  time,  and  afterwards  confirmed  in  Charles 
the  lid's,  gave  the  fir  ft  blow  to  that  branch  of  their  pro- 
fit ;  and  now  we  carry  more  than  they  do.  Their  only 
profitable  remaining  branches  of  commerce,  are  their 
trade  to  the  Eaft-lndies  •,  where  they  have  er.groiled  the 
Spices  i  and  their  illicit  trade  in  America,  from  Surinam, 
St.  Euftatia,  Cura^oa,  &c. 

Their  woollen  and  filk  manufactures  bear  rot  the 
leaft  comparifon  with  ours,  neither  in  quantity,  quality, 
nor  exportation. 

Their  police  is  dill  excellent,  and  is  now  tho  ov.ly  re- 
mains of  that  prudence,  vigilance,  and  good  difapiinr, 
which  formerly  made  them   efteemed,    rc(pec"tecl, 
courted. 

*  Never  fear,  my  Lord',  a  plan  fo  prejudic  In '  to  private  inter  eft  tcill 
nut  be  adtfted,  ivbete  l*at<  i>tifm  no  longer  jubjijts. 

N  n  4  MAXIMS. 


552      MISCELLANEOUS  PIECES. 

MAXIMS. 

By  the  Earl  of  C  H  E  I  j,  D  *, 


A        per  fccrecy  is  the  only  myflery  of  able  men  ; 
:iic  only  fccrccy   of  v, 

A  Man  who  tells  nothing,  or  who  tells  all,  will  equally 
e  nothing  told  him. 
If  .:  .1  I.  CfCt,  IK:  tells  it  bt< 

if  a  1  ,  he  tells  it  wheiever  H   i:,  In:. 

n-fl   to  I-  II  it.      lint    women,   and    yotin^  i: 

:ij.i  to  tell  wha!  f.  erets  they  know,    from    the    vai.ity  of" 

•ig  been  uufkd.     Tiufl  none  t>f  their,   whenever 

you  <  an  help  ii. 

Inattention  lo  the  piefent  htifinefi,,    he:  it  what  it  will; 
ih':  doing  one  thing,    and    tlnnkng   at  the  fame  in 
another,    01    i  he.    attempting  to  do  tWQthingi  E1    • 
aie  lh»    nevel    failing  figfll  of  a  Httlef  fi  ivolon:,  mind. 

A  man  who  eamioi  <  ommand  In.-,  !•  mper,  hif  an 
on,  aiid  hi:,  i  OUnt(  n a  IK  •  ,  (lioiild  not  llnnl.  ol  Ix  n  j;  a  itian 
of  hnfiiK •(:;.  The  Weakefl  man  in  the.  woild  <  an  avail 
lnm(<  il  ol  tin  pallifjn  ol  the  wil«fl.  Tin-  inattentive 
man  CannOl  knOW  ihe  hufincf:,,  ai  <\  «  ":  f»  (|iiently  eannot 
doit.  And  he  who  <  annof  tommand  In:,  <  ',<nnl<  nance, 
ma  .  well  lell  hi:,  t hoiij'jit:,  as  (how  them. 

Dilliufl  all  iliofc  who  |r,Vi   ^011  cxtrcnirly  npoM  a  < 
nijdit  a( •cju.iiniaiu-c,  and  without  any  vifihle  reafon.      1'c 
upon  your  guard,  Inn,  a}'(amfl  thofe,  who  c.onle(:,,  as  their 
:!«  s,  all  the  C'auhnal  vu  lue?,. 

*  Tbclc  M;uiiiia  aic  icfcrrcd  to  in  Letter  LXXV.  of  this  Volume. 

to 
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I:  youi  ::  •'•?  enmities,  let  ; 

conh  r   hodiii: 

M  not  the  gerous,  nor  the  latter  irrecon- 

cik 

Sm  to  the  head,  through   the  heart. 

a  good  one  ;  but    :    ^   commonly 
fomett'  ot  fo  fure. 

e  word  :  to  a& 

Spin.  th  Spirit,  me.^  .iftily, 

in  fhows  his  Spirit, 
cither  hot 
timid. 

en  a  man  of  fenfe  happens  to  be  in  that  difagreea- 
ble  fitua:  hich  he  is  obliged  to  alk  himielf,  more 

*rbat  fboU  I  d  :?    He  will  anfwer  hi 
Nothi-.v::.     \V!:e:i  his  reafon  points  out  to  him  no  good 
or  at  lead  no  one  way  i  than  another,   he 

vrill  Hop  ihort,  and  wait  for  light     A  little,  bufy 
runs  on  at  a  I.  mud  be  doing;  and,  like  a  blind 

.:gers,  becaule  he  lees  none.    //  font 


Pa:  .1  moft  necelTary  qualificadon  forbufmefs: 

many  a   roan  would  ou  heard  his  (lory,  than 

ed  his  requeft.     One  muft  feem  to  hear  the  unrea- 

.    :.-:;- 

dious  details  of  the  dull.  i     That  is  the  leaft 

c  that  a  man  mud  pay  for  a  high  ftation. 

ect  a  fraud,  and  to  perceive  a 

folly  ;  but  it  is  often  very  wrong  to  expofe  either.     A 
^f  bufmefs  mould  alv  es  open  ;  bat 

eem  to  have  them  fhut. 

In  Courts,  nobody  Ihould  be  below  your  management 

and  ^  :  the  links  that  form  the  Court-chain  are 

rserable  and  incocceivable.     You  mud   hear  with 

patience  the  dull  grievances  of  a  Gentleman  Umer,  or 

who,  very  probably,  lies  with 

fbme  near  relation  of  the  favourite  maid,  of  the  favour- 

ite 
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is,   of  tl  r  perhaps  of 

the  King  himfelf-,  and  who,  confequentlv,  i  you 

more  dark  an  .  i  g^d,   °r  harm,    t:  fir  ft 

man  of  qua! 

One  good  patron  at  Court  may  be  fuftkient,  provided 
you  have  no  perfonal  enemies  j  and,  in  order  to  have 
none,  you  mud  facrifice  (as  the  Indians  do  to  the  De- 
vil) moil  of  your  pailions,  and  much  of  your  time,  to 
the  numberlefs  evil  Beings  that  infeft  it  :  in  order  to  pre- 
vent and  avert  the  mifchiefs  they  can  do  you. 

^ungman,  be  his  merit  what   it  will,  can  r, 

,   but  muft,  like   the  ivy   ro. 

twine  himfelf  round  fome  man  of  great  power  and  in- 
tercft.  You  muft  belong  to  a  Minifter  fomc  time, 
fore  any  body  will  belong  to  you.  And  an  inviolable  fi- 
delity to  that  Minifter,  even  in  hisdifgrace,  will  be  me- 
ritorious, and  recommend  you  to  the  r.ext.  Mi-.iiftcrs 
love  a  pe  much  more  than  a  party  attachrru 

As  Kings  are  begor.  ;>">rn  like  other  men,  it  is 

to  be  prdiimed  t!  urc  of  the  human  fpecies  •  ami, 

perhaps,    had   they  the   fame    education,     they   r 
prove  hke  other  men.     But  flattered  i  ;  .idles, 

their  luarts  arc  c  .1,  and  their  heads  are  tu. 

fo  that  they  icem  to  be  a  fpecies  by  themlelvcs.     No 
King  ever  laid  tj  himfelf.     Homofum,  nibil  bumani  a  me 


\-  cannot  be  too  ftrong  for  them  ;  drunk  with  it 
from    tli  like    old    drinkers   they    require 

drams. 

They  prefer  a  pcrfo  \  lament  to  a  public  fervice, 

and  reward  it  better.     They  are  \  weak  enougli 

to  look  upon  it  as  a  fice-v.ill  offering  to  their  merit,  and 
not  as  a  burnt  facrifice  to  their  power. 

If  you  would  be  a  favourite  of  your  King,  addrefs 
yourfclf  to  his  weaknefll-;  application  to  his  rea- 

fcn  will  feldom  prove  very  fuccefsful. 

In 
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in  Courts,  bafhfulnefs  and  timidity  are  as  prejudicial, 
on  one  hand,  as  impudence  and  rafhnefs  are  on  the  other. 
A  (leady  afiurance,  and  a,  cool  intrepidity,  with  an  ex- 
terior modefly,  are  the  true  and  necefTary  medium. 

Never  apply  for  what  you  fee  very  little  probability  of 
obtaining;  for  you  will,  by  afking  improper  and  unat- 
tainable things,  accuftom  the  Miniflers  to  refufe  you  fo 
often,  that  they  will  find  it  eafy  to  refufe  the  propereft, 
and  mod  reafonable  ones.  It  is  a  common,  but  a  mod 
miftaken  rule  at  Court,  to  afk  for  every  thing  in  order 
to  get  fomething  :  you  do  get  fomething  by  it,  it  is  true ; 
but  that  fomething  is,  refufals  and  ridicule. 

There  is  a  Court  jargon,  a  chit-chat,  a  fmall  talk, 
which  turns  fmgly  upon  trifles  ;  and  which,  in  a  great 
many  words,  fays  little  or  nothing.  It  (lands  fools  in 
flead  of  what  they  cannot  fay,  and  men  of  fenfe  in  (lead 
of  what  they  fhould  not  fay.  It  is  the  proper  language 
of  Levees,  Drawing  rooms,  and  Antichambers  ;  it  isne- 
ceflary  to  know  it. 

Whatever  a  man  is  at  Court,  he  mud  be  genteel  and 
well-bred  ;  that  cloak  covers  as  many  follies,  as  that  of 
charity  does  fins.  I  knew  a  man  of  great  quality,  and 
in  a  great  (lation  at  Court,  confidered  and  refpcded, 
whofe  highefl  character  was,  that  he  was  humbly  proud, 
and  genteelly  dull. 

It  is  hard  to  fay,  which  is  the  greateft  fool  •,  he  who 
tells  the  whole  truth,  or  he  who  tells  no  truth  at  all.  Cha- 
racter is  as  necefTary  in  bufinefs  as  in  trade.  No  man 
can  deceive  often  in  either. 

At  Court,  people  embrace  without  acquaintance, 
ferve  one  another  without  friendfhip,  and  injure  one  an- 
other without  hatred.  Intereft,  not  fentiment,  is  the 
growth  of  that  foil. 

A  difference^of  opinion,  though  in  the  mereft  trifles, 
alienates  little  minds,  efpecially  of  high  rank.  It  is  full 
as  eafy  to  commend  as  to  blame  a  great  man's  cook,  or 

his 
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'ie  objects  are  no  more 

re  worth 
puling  with.      ;  .form,  but  very  eafy  to 

ox 

A  chearful,  mtenance  and  behaviour,  are 

^ood- 

an  r. 

Th  lomc  occafions  in  which  a  man  muft  tell 

halfhis  k-cret  in  order  to  conceal  the  reft  -y  but  there  is 
fcldomone  in  which  a  man  fliould  tell  it  all.     Great  (kill 
is  neceflary  to  know  how  far  to  go,  and  where  to  (lop. 
Ceremony  is  neceflary  in  Courts,  as  the  outwork 

of  mani 

Flattery,   though  a  bafe  coin,  is  the  neceflary  pot' 
money  at  Court ;   where,  by  cuftom  and  c 
obtained  luch  a  currency,  that  it  is  no  longer  a  fraudu- 

•:ient. 

If  a  M  a  rcafonable  requcft,  and  either 

flights  or  injures  you  ;  if  you  have  not  the  power  to  gra- 
tify your  refentm  e  the  wifdom  to  conceal  and 
it.  Seeming  good  humour  on  your  part  may 
prevent  rancour  on  his,  and,  perhaps,  bring  things  : 
again:  but  if  you  have  the  power  to  hurt,  hint  mode  il- 
ly, that  if  provoked,  you  ma 

.ir,  v.hcii  real,  and  well  f<>  rhaps,  a 

more  ;  :ts  than  love. 

At  .  more  people  can  hurt,  than  can  help 

>rmer,  but  engage  the  la 

Awkwardncfs  is  a  more  real  an  it  is 

generally  thought  to  bcj  it  often  occafions  ridicule,  it  al- 

Icflens  d 

A  man's  own  g'K>d-breeding  is  his  befl  fecurity  againft 
other  people's  ill  manners. 

Good-lr  ,  tliat  is 

refpeded  by  the  mod  petulant.     Ill  bu  and 

authoi 
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authorizes  the  familiarity  of  the  mod  timid.  No  man 
ever  faid  a  pert  thing  to  the  Duke  of  Maryborough.  No 
man  ever  faid  a  civil  one  (though  many  a  flattering  one) 
to  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

When  the  old  clipped  money  was  called  in  for  a  new 
coinage  in  King  William's  time;  to  prevent  the  like  for 
the  future,  they  (lamped  on  the  edges  of  the  crown  pieces, 
thefe  words,  et  Decus  et  tfutamcn.  That  is  exactly  the 
cafe  of  good-breeding. 

Knowledge  may  give  weight,  but  accomplifhments 
only  give  luflre ;  and  many  more  people  fee  than 
weigh. 

Mod  arts  require  long  dudyand  application  ;  but  the 
mod  ufeful  art  of  all,  that  of  pleafmg,  requires  only  the 
defire. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a  man  of  common  fenfe, 
who  does  not  defire  to  pleafe,  deilres  nothing  at  all ; 
fmce  he  muft  know  that  he  cannot  obtain  any  thing  with- 
out it. 

A  fkilful  Negotiator  will  mod  carefully  didinguifh  be- 
tween the  little  and  the  great  objects  of  his  bufmefs,  and 
will  be  as  frank  and  open  in  the  former,  as  he  will  be 
fecret  and  pertinacious  in  the  latter. 

He  will,  by  his  manners  and  addrefs,  endeavour,  at 
lead,  to  make  his  public  adverfaries  his  perfonal  friends. 
He  will  flatter  and  engage  the  man,  while  he  counter- 
works the  Minider ;  and  he  will  never  alienate  people's 
minds  from  him,  by  wrangling  for  points,  either  abfo- 
lutely  unattainable,  or  not  worth  attaining.  He  will 
make  even  a  merit  of  giving  up,  what  he  could  not  or 
would  not  carry,  and  fella  trifle  for  a  thoufand  times  irs 
value. 

A  foreign  Minider,  who  is  concerned  in  great  affairs, 
mud  neceflarily  have  fpies  in  his  pay;  but  he  mud  not 
too  eafily  credit  their  informations,  which  are  never  ex- 
aclly  true,  often  very  falfe.  His  bed  fpies  will  always 

be 
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be  thofc  whom  he  docs  not  pay,  but  whom  he  has  engag- 
ed in  his  iervice  by  his  dexterity  and  addrels,  and  who 
think  themfelves  nothing  lets  than  fpies. 

There  is  a  e  :gon>  which,  in  French,  I  fhoulci 

call  tin  Pcrfijkgc  £  Affaires,  that  a  foreign  Minifter  ought 
to  be  perfectly  mafter  of,  and  may  ufe  very  advantage- 
at  great  entertainments,  in  mixed  companies,  and 
in  all  occahons  where  he  mud  fpeak,  and  fhould  fay  no- 
thing.  Well  turned  and  well  fpoken,  it  feems  to  meart 
fomething,  though  in  truth  it  means  nothing.  It  is  a 
kind  of  polit.  £<*,  which  prevents  or  remo\ 

thoufand  difficulties,  to  which  a  foreign  Minifter  i: 
pofcd  in  mixed  converfations. 

If  ever  the  f-'olio  fciollo,  and  the  I  .irciti  arc 

cc(T.iry,  they  are  fj  in  thefe  affairs.     A  gra\  ,  re* 

J,  and  myfterious  air,  has  fanum  in  cornu.  An 
even,  eafy,  unembarraiTed  one  invites  confidence,  and 
leaves  no  room  for  guefles  and  conjectures. 

Both  fimulation  and  difiimulation  are  abfolutely  neccf- 

for  a  foreign  Minifter;  and  yet  they  muft  ftop  i 
of  falfehood  and  perfidy :  that  middle  point  is  the  diffi- 
cult one :  there  ability  confifts.  He  muft  often  feem 
pleafed,  when  he  is  vexed  v  and  grave,  when  he  is  plea  fed ; 
but  he  muft  never  fay  either  :  that  would  be  falfehood, 
an  indelible  ftain  to  character. 

A  foreign  Minifter  fhould  be  a  moft  exact  ceconomift  ; 
an  expence  proportioned  to  his  appointments  and  fortune 
is  neceflary  :   but,  on  the  other  hand,   debt 
table  ruin   to  him.     It  finks   him  into  difgrace  at  the 
Court  where  he  refides,  and  into  the  mod  fervilc 
abject  dependance  on  the  Court  that  fent  him.     Aa 
he  cannot  refent  ill  ufage,    he  is  fure  to  have  enough 
of  it. 

The  Due  de  Sully  obfcrves  very  juftly,  in  his 
moirs,  that  nothing  contributed  more  to  his  rife,  than 
that  prudent  ceconomy  which  he  had  obfcrved  from  his 

Btb: 
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youth ;  and  by  which  he  had  always  a  fum  of  money  be- 
fore hand,  in  cafe  of  emergencies. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  fix  the  particular  point  of  cecono- 
my  •,  the  bed  error  of  the  two,  is  on  the  parfimonious  fide. 
That  may  be  corrected,  the  other  cannot. 

The  reputation  of  generofity  is  to  be  purchafed  pretty 
cheap  •,  it  does  not  depend  fo  much  upon  a  man's  general 
expence,  as  it  does  upon  his  giving  handfomely  where  it 
is  proper  to  give  at  all.  A  man,  for  inftance,  who  mould 
give  a  fervant  four  (hillings,  would  pafs  for  covetous, 
while  he  who  gave  him  a  crown,  would  be  reckoned  ge- 
nerous :  fo  that  the  difference  of  thofe  two  oppofite  cha- 
racters, turns  upon  one  milling.  A  man's  character,  in 
that  particular,  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  report  of 
his  own  fervants ;  a  mere  trifle  above  common  wages, 
makes  their  report  favourable. 

Take  care  always  to  form  your  eftablifhment  fo  much 
within  your  income,  as  to  leave  a  fufficient  fund  for  un- 
expected contingencies,  and  a  prudent  liberality.  There 
is  hardly  a  year,  in  any  man's  life,  in  which  a  fmall 
fum  of  ready  money  may  not  be  employed  to  great  ad- 
vantage *. 

*  Upon  the  back  of  the  original  is  written,  in  Mr.  Stanhope's  hand, 
'«  Excellent  Maxims,  but  more  calculated  for  the  Meridian  of  France 
or  Spain,  than  of  England." 
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POLITICAL  MAXIMS  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rctz, 
in   his   Memoirs;    g  .;!  of  CUES 

FIELD'S  Remarks. 

i.TL  y  a  fouvent  de  la  folie  a  conjurer;  mais  il  n'y  a 
A  rien  de  pareil  pour  faire  lesgens  fages  dans  la  fuitc: 
au  moins  pour  quelque  terns.  Comme  le  p  ril  dans  ces 
fortes  d'affaires  dure  mc'me  apr.s  les  occafions,  Ton  eft 
prudent  et  circonfpedt  dans  les  momens  qui  les  fuivent. 

;  m  diocre,  et  fufceptible  par  confequent 
d'injuftes  defiances,  eft  de  tous  K  celui  qui 

eft  le  plus  oppofe  a  un  bon  chef  de  Parti ;  dont  la 

i  plus  fouvent  et  la  plus  indifpenfablement  i 
eft  de  fupprimer  en  beaucoup  d'occafions,  et  d 
en  toutcs,  les  foup  ons  mc'me  les  plus  h'gitimes. 

Kien  n'anime  et  n'appuYe  plus  unmouvement,  que 
le  ridicule  de  celui  centre  lequel  on  le  fait. 

4.  Le  fecret  n'tft  pas  fi  rare  qu'on  le  croit,  entre  des 
gens  qui  font  accout  fc  mJer  des  grandes  af- 
faires. 

5.  Defcendre  jufqu'aux  petits  eft  le  plus  fur  moYen  de 

lux  grands. 

6.  I*a  mode  qui  a  du  pouvoir  en  toutcs  chofcs,  ne  Ta 

t  en  aucune,  q  ,  bimou  mal 

Cour:  il  y  a  des  terns  ou  la  difgrace  eft  une  manicre  dc 
feu  qui  puiifie  toutcs  les  n  /,  ct  qui  illu- 

mine toutes  les  bonnes ;  il  y  a  des  terns  ou  il  ne  fied  pas 
bien  a  un  honncte  homme  d'etre  difgra 

7.  La  foufi ranee  aux  perfonnes  d'un  grand  rang,  tient 
lieu  d'une  grar.dc  vertu. 

8.  II  y  a  uneefpcce  de  galimatias  que  la  pratique  fait 
connoitre  quelquetui^  mais  que  la  ip dilation  ne  fait  ja- 
mais  entendre. 

9.  Toutes 
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9.  Toutes  les  Puiflances  ne  peuvent  rien  centre  la  re- 
putation d'un  homme  qui  fe  la  conferve  dans  Ton  Corps. 

10.  On  eft  aufli  fouvent  dupe  par  la  d  fiance  que  par 
la  confiance. 

11.  L'extremite  dumal  n'eft  jamais  a  fon  pr'riode,  que 
quand  ceux  qui  commandent  ont  perdu  la  honte  ;  parce 
que  c'eft  juftement  le  moment  dans  lequel  ceux  qui  obe- 
iflent  perdent  le  refpecl ;  et  c'eft  dans  ce  m.  me  moment 
que  Ton  revient  de  la  lethargic :  mais  par  des  convul- 
fions. 

12.  II  y  a  un  voile  qui  doit  toujours  couvrir  tout  ce 
que  Ton  peut  dire,  et  tout  ce  que  Ton  peut  croire  du 
Droit  des  Peuples  et  de  celui  des  Rois,  qui  ne  s'accor- 
dent  jamais  fi  bien  enfemble  que  dans  le  filence. 

13.  11  y  a  des  conjondtures  dans  lefquelles  on  ne  peut 
plus  faire  que  des  fautes  ;  mais  la  fortune  ne  met  jamais 
les  hommes  dans  cet  etat,  qui  eft  de  tous  le  plus  malheu- 
reux,  et  perfonne  n'y  tombe  que  ceux  qui  s'y  prccipitent 
par  leur  faute. 

14.  11  Tied  plus  mal  aunMiniftre  de  dire  des  fottifes, 
que  d'en  faire. 

15.  Les  avis  que  1'on  donne  a  un  Miniftre  paflent  pour 
des  crimes,  toutes  les  fois  qu'on  ne  lui  eft  point  agre- 
able. 

1 6.  Aupres  des  Princes,  il  eft  aufTi  dangereux,  et  pref- 
qu*  aufli  crimincl,  de  pouvoir  le  bien  que  de  vouloir  le 
mal. 

17.  II  eft  bien  plus  naturel  a  la  peur  de  confulter  que 
de  decider. 

1 8.  Cette  circonftance  paroit  ridicule;  mais  elle  eft 
fondce.     A   Paris,   dans  les   emotions   populaircs,    les 
plus  echauffez  ne   veulent   pas,   ce  qu'ils   apellent,  fe 
d'Jheurer. 

19.  La  fl 'xibilite  eft  de  toutes  les  qualitez  la  plus  ne- 
ceflaire  pour  le  maniement  des  grandes  affaires. 

VOL.  II;  O  o  20.  On 
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30.  II  ne  faut  jamais  contLllcr  ce  qu'on  ne  croit  pas 
pouvoir  obtenir. 

moment  ou  Ton  recoit  les  plus  heurcufcs  i 
velles,  eft  juftement  celui  ou  il  faut  rcdoubler  fon  atten- 
tion pour  les  petn 

32.  Le 
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32.  Le  pouvoirdans  les  peuples  eft  f  cheux,  en  cequ'il 
nous  rend  refponfables  de  ce  qu'ils  font  malgrc  nous. 

33.  L'unedesplus  grandes  incommoditez  des  guerres 
civiles,  eft,  qu'il  fa ut  encore  plus  d'application  a  ce  que 
Ton  ne  doit  pas  dire  a  fes  amis,  qu'a  ce  que  Ton  doit  faire 
contre  fes  ennemis. 

34.  II  n'y 'a  point  de  qualite  qui  depare  tant  un  grand 
hornme,  que  den'etre  pas  jufte  a  prendre  le  moment  dc- 
cifif  de  la  reputation.     L'on  ne  le  manque  prefque  ja- 
mais  que  pour  mieux  prendre  celui  de  la  fortune ;  c'eft 
en  quoi  Ton  fe  trompe,  pour  i'ordinaire,  doublement. 

35.  La  vue  la  plus  commune  dans  les  imprudences, 
c'eft  celle,  que  Ton  a,  de  la  poflibilite  des  rellources. 

36.  Toute  Compagnie  eft  peuple ;  ainfi  tout  y  depend 
desinftans. 

37.  Tout  ce  qui  paroit  hazardeux,  et  qui  pourtant  ne 
1'eft  pas,  eft  prefque  toujours  fage. 

38.  Les  gens  irrcfolus  prennent  toujours,  avec  facilite, 
les  ouvertures  qui  les  nr.nenta.  deux  chernins,  et  qui  par 
confequent  ne  les  preffent  pas  d'opter. 

39.  II  n'y  a  point  de  petits  pas  dans  les  grandes  af- 
faires. 

40.  II  y  a  des  terns  ou  certaines  gens  ont  toujours 
raifon. 

41.  Rien  ne  perfuade  tant  les  gens  qui  ont  peu  defens 
que  ce  qu'ils  n'entendent  pas. 

42.  11  n'eft  pas  fagede  faire,  dans  les  factions,  ou  Ton 
n'eft  que  fur  la  defenfive,  ce  qui  n'cft  pas  prelfe.     Mais 
1'inquictude  des.fubalternes,  eft  la  chofe  la  plus  incom- 
mode dans  ces  rencontres;  ils  croVent  que, des  qu'on  n'a- 
git  pas,  on  eft  perdu. 

43.  Les  chefs  dans  les  factions  n'en  font  les  maftres, 
qu'autant qu'ils  f^avcnt  preventr  ou  appaifer  les  murmu- 
res, 

44.  Quand  la  fraieur  eft  venue  a  un  certain  point,  ello 
produit  les  memes  effets  que  la  tern  :ritJ. 

O  O  2,  45.  Ii 
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45.  11  eft  aufll  i  fir  les  mots  dans  les 
grandcs  affaires,  qu'il               iflu  dc  les  choifn 

•es. 

46.  Rien  n'cft  plus  rare  ni  plus  difficile  aux  Miniftres 
qu'un  cei  agement  dans  le  calme  qui  fuit  ir. 
diatcment  les  grandcs  ten  .irce  que  la  flatteric  y 
redouble,  et  que  \             Be  n'y  pas  aeinte. 

47.  II  ne  faut  pas  nous  choquer  fi  fort  des  fautes  de 
c&ux  qui  font  nos  amis,  que  nous  en  donnions  de  IV. 
tagc  contre  lefquels  nous  agiflbns. 

48.  Lc  :  'ier  eft  plus  utile  que  per- 
r,  parcc 

que  Ton  ne  perfuade  prefque  jamais  p<. : 

49  res  qui  ne  font  pas  L  par 

elles  ient  qui  n'cft  pas  ncccflairc  eft 

pernicicux  parce  qu'il  eft  odii 

50.  II  faut   i  -lit  naturellcment 
foibles   toutes  fo:             Simes:  parce  que  ce*ft  k 
mo'ien  deles  obliger  de  fe  jetter  dans  le  premier  chemin 
qufon  leur  on 

51.  L'on  d(  :cr  le  pofllble  toutes  les  fois  que 

ic  du  manquement  dc 
fucc 

51.  Les  hommc  :>,cnt  difficilement 

pour  les  moVc:  icmcme  ils !  pour 

la  fin. 

53.  Ccft  prcfquc  jeu  fur  fourbes,  de 

leur  ;re  que  Ton  \  <  per  ccux  que  Ton 

54 
les  Princes,  c'eft  que  Ton  eft  fouvcni  oblig  con- 

ir  proprc  ;    donner  des 

confeils  dont  on  ne  peut  pas  leur  dire  les  vcritables  rai- 
fons. 

55.  Quand  on  fe  trouve  oblige'  dc  faire  un  difcours  que 
1'on  prcvoit  ne  devoir  pas  r.^; \  LI,  Ton  ne  peut  lui  donner 

trop 
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trop  d'  apparence  de  fmcerite  :  parce  que  c'eft  1'unique 
moVen  de  1'adoucir. 

56.  On  ne  doit  jamais  fe  jouer  avec  la  faveur,  on  ne 
la  peut  trop  embrafler  quand  elle  eft  veritable ;  on  ne  la 
peut  trop  eloigner  quand  elle  eft  faufTe. 

57.  II  y  ade  1'inconvenienta  s'engager  fur  des  fuppo- 
fitions  de  ce  que  1'oncroit  impoflible  -,  et  pourtant  il  n'y 
a  rien  de  fi  commun. 

58.  La  plupart  des  hommes  examinent  moins  les  rai- 
fons  de  ce  qu'on  leur  propofe  centre  leur  fentiment,  que 
celles  qui  peuvent  obliger,  celui  qui  les  propofe,  de  s'en 
fervir. 

59.  Tout  ce  qui  eft  vuide  dans  les  terns  de  faction  et 
d'intrigue,  pafle  pour  myfterieux dans  les  efpritsdeceux 
qui  ne  font  pas  accoutumez  aux  grandes  affaires. 

60.  II  n'eft  jamais  permis  a  un  inferieur  de  s'egaleren 
paroles  a  celui  a  qui  il  doit  du  refpeft,  quoi  qu'il  s'y 
egale  dans  I'adtion. 

61.  Tout  homme  que  la   fortune  feule,  par  quelque 
accident,  a  fait  homme  public,  devient  prefque  toujours 
avec  un  pen  de  terns  un  particulier  ridicule. 

62.  La  plus   grande  imperfection  des  hommes  eft  la 
complaifance,  qu'ils  trouvent,  a  fe  perfuader  que  lesau- 
tres  ne  font  point  exemts  des  defauts  qu'ils  fe  reconnoif- 
fent  a  eux  memes. 

63.  II  n'y  a  que  1'experience  qui  puiffe  apprendre  aux 
hommes  a  ne  pas  prefcrer  ce  qui  les  pique  dans  le  pre- 
fent,  a  ce  qui  les  doit  toucher  bien  plus  efTentiellement 
dans  1'avenir. 

64.  11  faut  s'appliquer,  avec  foin,  dans  les  grandes  af- 
faires encore  plus  que  dans  les  autres,  a  fe  defendre  du 
go'it  qu'on  trouve  pour  la  plaifanterie. 

65.  On  ne  peut  afTez  pefer  les  moindres  mots,  dans  les 
grandes  affaires. 

66.  II  n'y  a  que  la  continuation  du  bonheur  qui  fixe  la 
plupart  des  amitiez. 

67.  Quiconque  afiemble  le  peuple,  1'emeut. 

O  o  2  T  R  A  M  S^ 
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9.  The  greated  Powers  cannot  injure  a  man's  charac- 
ter, whofe  reputation  is  unblemifhed  among  his  party. 

10.  We  are  as  often  duped  by  diffidence,  as  by  con- 
fidence. 

11.  The  greatefl  evils  are  not  arrived  at  their  utmoft 
period,  until  thofe  who  are  in  power  have  left  all  fenfe 
of  fhame.     At   fuch   a   time,   thofe  who  fhould  obey, 
lliake  off  all  refpecl  and  fubordination.     Then  is  lethar- 
gic indolence  roufed  ;   but  roufed  by  convulfions. 

12.  A  veil  ought  always  to  be  drawn  over  whatever 
may  be  faid  or  thought  concerning  the  rights  of  the  Peo- 
ple, or  of  Kings ;  which  agree  belt  when  lead  mention- 
ed » 

13.  There  are,  at  times,  fituations  fo  very  unfortunate, 
that  whatever  is  undertaken  muft  be  wrong.     Chance, 
alone,   never  throws  people  into  fuch  dilemmas ;  and 
they  happen  only  to  thofe  who  bring  them  upon  them- 
felves. 

14.  It  is  more  unbecoming  a  Minifler  to  fay,  than  to 
do  filly  things. 

15.  The  advice  given  to  a  Minifler  by  an  obnoxious 
perfon  is  always  thought  bad. 

1 6.  It  is  as  dangerous,  and  almofl  as  criminal,  with 
Princes,  to  have  the  power  of  doing  good,  as  the  will 
of  doing  evil. 

17.  Timorous  minds  are  much  more  inclined  to  deli- 
berate than  to  refolve. 

1 8.  It  appears  ridiculous  to  affert,  but  it  is  not  the 
lefs  true,   that    at  faris,  during  popular  commotions, 
the  mod  violent  will  not  quit   their  homes  pad  a  dated 
hour. 

19.  Flexibility  is  the  mod  requifite  qualification  for 
the  management  of  great  affairs. 

*   This   Maxim,  as  well   as    feveral  others,    evidently  prove  they 
were  written  by  a  man  fubjeft  tq  defpotic  government. 

O04  20.   It 
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20.  It  is  more  tl  >r  the  memb  .n  to 

fe  of  his  own  party,  than  toad  againft  i 
who  oppofe  it. 

:catc(l  dangers  have  their  allurement 

likely  to  be  attenck 
gree  of  glory.     Middling  dangers  are  hon 

of  reputation   is  the  inevitable   confequence  of  ill 
cfs. 

>lent  meafures  are  always  dangerous,  but  v 
neceflfary,  may  then  be  looked  upon  as  wife.     They  have, 
however,  the  advantage  of  never  being  matter  of  indif- 
ferency  •,  and,  when  well  concerted,  muft  be  decifive. 

23.  There  may  be  circumftanc.s,  in  pru- 
dence directs  us  to  trufl  entirely  to  chance. 

24.  Every  thing  in  this  world  has  its  critical  moment ; 
and  the  height  of  good  conduct  confifts  in  knowing, 
fcizing  it. 

25.  Profligacy,  joined   to  ridicule,  form  the  mod  a- 
boni  dangerous  of  all  characters. 

26.  Weak  minds  never  yield  when  they  ought. 

of  fights  have  the  greatefl  effect  upon  the 
rnob,  and  alfo  upon  numerous  alfemblies,  who,  in  ma- 
ny refpects,  reflmble  mob. 

28.  Examp          .     a  from  paft  tiir,  infinitely 
more  pov,               the  mi'                    ,   than  any  ot 

Whatever  we  fee,  g; 

miliar  -t  :\  ps  the  Conlulfhip  of  Calii\;  T    I  1 

might  not  ha\  .lied  us  (•>  miKh  as  we   arc  a; 

imag; 

29.  Weak  minds  are  commonly  overpowered  by 

30.  We  ought  never  to  contend  for  what  we  are  not 
likely  to 

31.  The  inftant  in  which  we  receive  the  moft  favour- 
able accounts,  is  juft  that  wherein  we  ought  to  redouble 

our 
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our  vigilance,  even  in  regard  to  the  mod  trifling  circum- 
ftanccs. 

32.  It  is  dangerous  to  have  a  known  influence  over 
the  people  ;  as  thereby  we  become  refponfible  even  for 
what  is  done  againfl  our  will. 

33.  One  of  the  greateft  difficulties  in  civil  war  is,  that 
more  art  is  required  to  know  what  mould  be  concealed 
from  our  friends,  than  what  ought  to  be  done  againft  our 
enemies. 

34.  Nothing   lowers  a  great  man  fo  much,  as  not 
feizing  the  decifive  moment  of  raifing  his   reputation. 
This  isfeldom  neg'ected,  but  with  a  view  to   fortune: 
by  which  miftake,  it  is  not  unufual  to  mifs  both. 

35.  The  poflibility  of  remedying  imprudent  actions,, 
is  commonly  an  inducement  to  commit  them. 

36.  Every  numerous  afTembly  is  mob ;  confequently 
every  thing  there  depends  upon  inftantaneous  turns. 

37.  Whatever  meafure  feems  hazardous,  and  is  in  re- 
ality not  fo,  is  generally  a  wife  one. 

38.  Irrefolute  minds  always  adopt  with  facility,  what- 
ever meafures  can  admit  of  different  iiTues,  and  confe- 
quently do  not  require  an  abfolute  decifion. 

39.  In  momentous  affairs,  no  ftep  is  indifferent. 

40.  There  are  times  in  which  certain  people  are  al- 
ways in  the  right, 

41.  Nothing  convinces  perfons  of  a  weak  underftand- 
ing  fo  effectual ly,   as  what  they  do  not  comprehend. 

42.  When  Factions  are  only  upon  the  defenfive,  they 
ought  never  to  do  that  which  may  be  delayed.     Upon 
fuch  occafions,   nothing  is  fo  troublefome  as  the  reftiefP 
nefs  of  fubalterns  j  who  think  a  (late  of  inaction,  total 
deftruction. 

43.  Thofe  who  head  Factions  have  w  way  of  maintain- 
ing authority,  but  by  preventing,  or  quieting  difcon tent. 

44.  A  certain  degree  of  fear,  produces  the  fame  ef- 
fects as^  rafhnefs. 

45.  In 


i  would 
!e  moment. 

46.  During  th< 

:U  dorm; ,  ;c   difficult  for    / 

.;dl  prop- 
fufpi 

47.  The  faults  of  our  friends  ought   nev 
>  far,    a; 

48.  The  talent  of  infmuatum  is  more  ufcftil  i 
of  p  is  open  i 

,y  toper: 

.  .utters  of  a  delicate  :  .:!  unncc 

r^erous ;  becaufe  odi< 

50.  The  bed  way  to  compc  people  to 

adopt  our  opinion,  is  to  terrify  them  from  all  others,  by 

/;er- 

muft  run  a  here  we  think  our- 

.  in  a  fit  nation  to  reap  fome  advantage,  even,  from 
the  want  of  fucc 

frrcfolute  men  are  diffident  in  rcfolving  upon  the 
':cy  are  determined  upon  the  End. 

53.  It    is  a! mod  a  UIK  with  era! 
make  them  b^                          to  deceive  tlioic 

54.  One  of  the  greateC 

.ing  often  obliged,  in  order  to  krvc  them,   to 
c,    the  true  reafons  of  which   we  d.i. 

The  favi:^  thi:  not   be 

ng,can  only  be  foftened  by  the  gu 

of  fi 

56.  We  ought  never  to  If  real, 

wefhould  haf  •'&  i  '^  F  >   a' 

alluremcnt. 

57.  U 
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57.  It  is  very  inconfequent  to  enter  into  engagements 
upon  fuppofuions  we  think  impoflible,  and  yet  it  is  very 
ulual. 

58.  The  generality  of  mankind  pay  lefs  attention  to 
arguments  urged  againft  their  opinions,  than  to  fuch  as 
may  engage  the  difputant  to  adopt  their  own. 

59.  In  times  of  faction  and  intrigue,  whatever  appears 
inert,   is  reckoned  myflerious,  by  thofe  who  are  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  affairs  of  moment. 

60.  It  is  never  allowable,  in  an  inferior,  to  equal  hirn- 
felf  in  words  to  a  fuperior,  although  he  may  rival  him 
in  actions. 

61.  Every  man  whom  chance  alone  has,  by  fome  ac- 
cident, made  a  public  chara&er,  i  hardly  ever  fails  of  be- 
coming, in  a  fhort  time,  a  ridiculous  private  one. 

62.  The  greateft  imperfection  of  men  is,  the  compla- 
cency with  which  they  are  willing  to  think  others  not 
free  from  faults,  of  which  they  are  them/elves  confci- 
ous. 

63.  Experience,  only,   can  teach  men  not  to  prefer 
what  ftrikes  them  for  the  prefent  moment,  to  what  will 
have  much  greater  weight  with  them  hereafter. 

64.  In  the  management  of  important  bufmefs,  all  turn 
to  raillery  mutt  be  more  carefully  avoided  than  in  any 
other. 

65.  In  momentous  tranfaclions,  words  cannot  be  fuf- 
ficiently  weighed. 

66.  The  permanency  of  mofl  friendfhips,   depends 
upon  the  continuity  of  good  fortune. 

67.  Whoever  aflembles  the  multitude,  will  raife  com- 
motions. 


Lord 
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I/>rd  CHKSTF.R FIELD'S  I"  upon  the  foregc 

I     M 

1H  A  V  E  taken  the  trouble  of  extracting  and  colleft- 
inp,  the  foregoing  Political  Maxims  of 

the  Cardinal  dc  Retz,  in  his  Memoir:  arc  not 

aphor:  'ion,  but  the  true  and  jult 

tions  of  his  own  experience,  in  the  courfe  of  great  bufi- 
My  ov.  ,  rcc  attcfls  the  truth  of  them  all. 

Read  .  er  with 

Me- 
moirs ;  where  and  characters  from 
whence  thofe  obfei  •  !•  .  .  or  to  which  they 
are  ap  iprocally  each 
other  in  your  ;  .  dly  know  any  book  fo  nccef- 
lary  for  a  young  man  to  n  remember.  Yuu  will 
find,  how  great  bufinefs  is  really  on ;  very 
differently  from  what  people,  \vho  have  ncvci  been  con- 
cernc  ;..  You  will  there  fee  what  Courts 

?,  and  obfcrvc   that  they  are 

ther  fo  g'  1  be,    nor  fo  bad  as  they  are 

eople.     The  Court  Poet,  and  the  lul- 

;  no- 

e  us  of  them. 
.    • 

t  friend- 

j  of  a  general 

il;   and  .ing  no  c 

.,.     You 

lee  the  in  ! -breed  ir/    •  great  eft 

thcr 

: lions.      ]  fr.'.d,   in  the 

,  but  by  no  means  an 
-.imon  mixture,  of  h> 
parts  ;on.     In  the  character  of  Monficur  le 
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Due  d'Orleans,  you  may  obferve  the  model  of  weaknefs, 
irrefolution,  and  fear,  though  with  very  good  parts.     In 
fhort,  you  will,  in    every  page  of  that  book,   fee  that 
flrange,  inconfiftent  creature,  Man,  juft  as  he  is.     If  you 
would  know  that  period  of  hiftory  (and  it  is  well  worth 
knowing)  corredly,  after  you  have  read  the  Cardinal's 
Memoirs,  you  fhould  read  thofe  of  Joly,  and  of  Madame 
de  Motteville ;  both  which  throw  great  light  upon  the 
ftrft.     By  all  thofe  accounts  put  together  it  appears,  that 
Anne  of  Auftria  (with  great  fubmiflion  to  a  Crowned 
Head  do  I  fay  it)  was  a  B — .     She  had  fpirit  and  cou- 
rage without  parts,  devotion  without  common  morality, 
and  lewdnefs  without  tendernefs,  either  to  juflify  or  to 
dignify  it.     Her  two  fbns  were  no  more  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth's than  they  were  mine  ;  and   if  Buckingham  had 
flaid  a  little  longer,  (he  would  probably  have  had  another 
by  him. 

Cardinal  Mazarin  was  a  great  knave,  but  no  great  man  ; 
much  more  cunning  than  able ;  fcandaloufly  falfe,  and 
dirtily  greedy.  As  for  his  enemy,  Cardinal  de  Retz,  I 
can  truly  call  him  a  man  of  great  parts,  but  I  cannot  call 
him  a  great  man.  He  never  was  fo  much  fo  as  in  his  re- 
tirement. The  Ladies  had  then  a  great,  and  have  al- 
ways had  fome  fhare  in  State  affairs  in  France ;  the  fpring 
and  the  ftreamsof  their  politics  have  always  been,  and 
always  will  be,  the  intereft  of  their  prefent  Lover,  or 
their  refentment  againft  a  difcarded  and  perfidious  one. 
Money  is  their  great  objed  •  of  which  they  are  extreme- 
ly greedy,  if  it  coincides  with  their  arrangement  with 
.  the  Lover  for  the  time  being  :  but  true  glory,  and  pub- 
lic good,  never  enter  into  their  heads.  They  are  al- 
ways governed  by  the  man  they  love,  and  they  always 
govern  the  man  who  loves  them.  He  or  fhe,  who  loves 
the  mod,  is  always  governed  by  him  or  her  who  loves 
the  lead.  Madame  de  Montbazon  governed  Monfieur 
de  Beaufort,  who  was  fond  of  her ;  whereas  flhe  was  only 

proud 
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J  of  his  :  r  the 

lemoifelle 

Loni.'. 

\vho\vas  in!  fj    but  i\  h   whom 

, 

deeper, 
s  as  the  al 

in  he  ever  met  with,  a  r.s  to 

d  more  \\ 
any  of  ih  i  her 

require   it.     1   will   add  (though 
with  great  fubmiilion  to  a  late  frk 

long 

toget'.  |  but   fomc  little  thing,    fome 

love,  fome  refenti;  t  momeiv, 

fome  fuppo fed  flight,   or  fome  humour,  always  bi. 
in  upon,  and  ,    their   moil  piikL;;t   rdulu: 

and  fehcmc  s. 


CONSIDER- 
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CONSIDERATIONS  upon  the  Repeal  of  the 
Limitation,  relative  to  Foreigners,  in  the  Ad  of 
Settlement. 

THE  particular  Limitation,  relative  to  Foreigners, 
in  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  now  to  be  repealed, 
was  marked  out  as  peculiarly  facred,  by  the  firft  Par- 
liament, and  that  no  tfricomplaifant  one,  of  the  late 
King,  by  enacting,  that  that  Limitation  fhould  be  in- 
ferted  in  all  future  acts  of  Naturalization  ;  and  it  was  fo, 
even  in  the  act  for  naturalizing  the  Prince  of  Orange,  the 
King's  fon-in-!aw. 

-  But,  it  feems,  Meflleurs  Prevot,  Bouquet,  and  others, 
are  now  to  receive  a  mark  of  diftinction,  which  the  King's 
fon-in-law  could  not  then  obtain  :  But,  can  the  fame  in- 
dulgence, hereafter,  ever  be  refufed  to  foreign  Protef- 
tant  Princes,  of  the  higheft  birth,  and  greateft  merit, 
and,  many  of  them,  nearly  related  to  his  Majefty  and 
the  Royal  Family ;  who  may,  very  probably,  prefer  the 
Britifn  fervice  to  any  other  ? 

The  poor  military  arguments,  urged  in  j  unification 
of  the  Repeal  of  this  mod  facred  Law,  are  too  trifling  to 
be  the  true  ones,  and  too  wretched  to  be  ferioufly  an- 
fwered,  unlefs  by  the  unfortunate  Britifh  Officers-,  who 
are  hereby,  in  a  manner,  declared  and  enacted  to  be  in- 
capable of  doing  the  duty  of  Captains,  Majors,  &c. 

Some  other  reafon,  therefore,  mud  be  fought  for;  and 
perhaps,  it  is  but  too  eafily  found. 

May  it  not  be  periculum  faciamns  in  anirna  vi!i?  If  this 
goes  down,  it  fhall  be  followed  ;  fome  foreign  Prince, 
of  allowed  merit,  fhall  make  the  firft  application  to  the 
Crown,  and  to  the  Parliament,  for  the  fame  favour  which 

\vas 
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was  fhownto  Meflleurs  Prevot,  Bouquet,  and  Comp 

Can  cither  of  them,  in  common  decency,  r^fufc  it?  Bc- 

fides  that,  perhaps,   a  time  may  come,  when  Generals, 

and  fupcrior  (  .is  much 

land,  as  great  Captains  and  Majors  are  no  d  in 

Amer 

Great  evils  have  always   fuch  trifling  beginnings,  to 
r  them  infcnfibly  .  Retz 

moft  juftly  obfcrves,  when  he  fays,  that  he  is  pcrfua 
that  the  Romans  were  carried  on  by  fuch  lliadu- 

mi  (chief  and  gancy,  as  not  to  have 

been  much  furprifed  or  al.v  hen  Caligula  dec1 

:ion  of  r  Conful.     So  th.r. 

the  natural  progreflion  of  precedents,  the  next  gencra- 
;  bably  fee,  and  even  without  furprife  or 

abhorrence,   1  :ig  your  tr< 

:e   fupplics   fur  them  in   both  Houfu 
CDt. 

As  to  t1  -dcd  utility  of  thefe  foreign  Heroes, 

it  is  impartible  to  anfwer  fuch  arguments  k: 

cxperier.ce    evinces    the   ncccllity  ?    Cape    Breton,    the 

^cfl  place  in  Am  rica,   Wta  very  irregularly  taken, 

in  the  lad  war,  by  our  irregular  A  Sir 

,   moll  in 
the  regular  General  1  at  the  head  of  his  regular 

'.•>d  General  Braddock.  isnoftj 

fcledtcd  out  of  t!  ,  to  be  our  Scipio 

Amc  j^ularly  dcllroyed,  b 

and  to  this  day  unknown  enen 

•vv  v/i'l   thefe   foreign  !  th   the  Eng- 

lifh  Officers  of  the  fame  <  arc,   in  a  manner, 

by  aft  of  Parliament,   de*  bufmefs, 

till  inftrufted  in  it  by  the  great  foreign  mailers  of  Ho- 
micide. Will  they  i  more  inclined  to advife, 
than  to  obey  their  Colo;  pret,  than  to  exe- 
cute his  orders  ?  Will  they  co-operate  prop^rK 

American 
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American  troops  and  Officers,  whom  they  will  certainly 
-look  upon,  and  treat,  as  an  inexperienced 'and  undifci- 
plined  rabble  ?  Can  it  pofiibly  be  other  wife  ?  or, 
it  be  wondered  at,  when  thofe  gentlemen  know,  that 
they  are  appointed  Officers  by  one  act  of  Parliament, 
and  at  .the  expence  of  another,  the  mod  facvcd  of  the 
flatute-book  ? 

O!  bat  there  is  to  be  but  .one  half  of  the  Officers,  of 
this  thundering  Legion,  who  are  to  be  Foreigners  :  fo 
much  the  worfe  ;  for  then,  according  to  the  principle 
laid  down,  it  can  be  but  half  difciplined.  Befides,  the 
lefs  the  object,  to  which  a  very  great  object  is  facriftced, 
the  more  abfurd,  and  the  more  fufpicious,  fuch  a  fa- 
crifice  becomes.  At  firft,  this  whole  legion  was  to  con- 
fift  of  all  Foreigners,  Field-officers  and  all  •  which,  up- 
on the  principle  of  the  abfolute  utility  and  neceflity  of 
foreign  Officers,  was  much  more  rational ;  but,  thus 
mitigated,  as  it  is  called,  is  a  thoufand  times  more  ab- 
furd. And,  how  does  it  (land  now  ?  Why,  truly,  the 
facred  Act  of  Settlement  is  to  be  repealed,  and  in  the 
tendered  part,  for  the  fake  of  fome  foreign  Captains  ard 
Majors,  who  are  to  be  commanded  by  Briiim  fuperior 
Officers,  who,  by  this  act  of  Parliament,  are  fuppofed 
not  to  know  their  trade. 

One  has  heard,  (but  one  hears  a  thoufand  falfe  reports) 
that  this  abfuru  fcheme  was,  fome  time  ago,  quafhed  by 
his  Majefty's  own  prudence  and  goodnefs  ;  and,  from 
the  rightnefs  of  the  thing,  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  is  true  :  and,  I  am  fure,  I  will  not  fuppofe,  that  ever 
that  might  be  among  the  reafons  for  reluming  it  in  this 
fhape,  and  forcing  it  down  the  throats  of  the  reluctant 
Nation  :  but  this  is  certain,  that  it  was  once  dropped, 
and  at  fome  expence  too.  The  foreign  Heroes  were  con- 
tented with  Money  inflead  of  Laurels,  and  were  goi:  g 
away  about  their  own  bufinefs  j  but,  pehaps,  a  ccnde- 

VOL.  II.  P  p  fcenfioa 
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:  o  the  unanimous  wifhes  of  the  whole  people  of 
at  leafty  was  looked  upon  as  a  dangerous  pre- 
cedent, and  the  repeal  of  the  Acl  of  Settlement  as  an 
.ever,  I  will  have  candour  enough 
to  believe,  that  this  was  merely  anabfurd,  wrong-he. 

,  if  I  did  not,  I  muft  think  it  the  wicked- 
pufhcd. 
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AXIOMS    IN    TRADE. 


TO  fell,  upon  the  whole,  more  than  you  buy. 
To  buy  your  materials  as  cheap,  and  to  fell  your 
manufactures  as  dear  as  you  can. 

To  eafe  the  manufactures,  as  much  as  polfible,  of  all 
taxes  and  burthens. 

To  lay  fmail  or  no  duties  upon  your  own  manufactures 
exported,  and  to  lay  high  duties  upon  all  foreign  manu- 
factures imported. 

To  lay  fmall  or  no  duties  upon  foreign  materials, 
that  are  neceffary  for  your  own  manufacture  ;  but  to 
lay  very  high  duties  upon,  or  rather  totally  prohibit, 
the  exportation  of  fuch  of  your  own  materials  as  are  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  manufactures  of  other  countries  ;  as  Wool, 
Fuller's  earth,  &c. 

To  keep  the  intered  of  money  low,  that  people  may 
place  their  money  in  trade. 

Not  to  imagine  (as  people  commonly  do)  that  it  is  ei- 
ther prudent  or  poflible  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  your  gold  and  filver,  whether  coined  or  uncoir.ed. 
For,  if  the  balance  of  trade  be  againft  you,  that  is,  if 
you  buy  more  than  you  fell,  you  mud  neceflarily  make 
up  that  difference  in  money  ;  and  your  Bullion  or  your 
Coin,  which  are  in  effect  the  fame  thing,  mud  and  will 
be  exported,  in  fpightof  all  laws.  But  if  you  fell  more 
than  you  buy,  then  foreigners  muft  do  the  fame  by  you, 
and  make  up  their  deficiency  in  Bullion  or  Coin.  Gold 
and  filver  are  but  merchandize,  as  well  as  Cloth  or  Linen : 
and  that  nation  that  buys  the  lead,  and  fells  the  mod, 
mud  always  have  the  mod  money. 

A  free  trade  is  always  carried  on  with  more   advan- 
tage to  the  public,  than  an  exclufive  one,  by  a  com- 
P  p  2 
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pany.     But  the  particular  circumflances  of  fome  trades 
;c  a  joint  (lock  and  exclufiu 

All  monopolies  are  definitive  to  trade. 

,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  advantages  of  ma- 
;  mg  and  freight. 
To  contrive  to  underfell  other  nations,    in  foreign 
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To  the  KING'S  mod  Excellent  MAJESTY. 

The  humble  PETITION  of  PHILIP  Earl  of  CHESTER- 
FIELD, Knight  of  the  moft  noble  Order  of  the  Garter, 

SHEWETH, 

THAT  your  Petitioner,  being  rendered,  by  deafnefsj 
as  ufelefs  and  infignificant  as  mod  of  his  equals 
and  cotemporaries  are  by  nature,  hopes,  in  common 
with  them,  to  fhare  your  Majefty's  Royal  favour  and 
bounty  ;  whereby  he  may  be  enabled,  either  to  fave  or 
fpend,  as  he  fhall  think  proper,  more  than  he  can  do  at 
prefent. 

That  your  Petitioner,  having  had  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  your  Majefty  in  feveral  very  lucrative  employments, 
feems  thereby  intitled  to  a  lucrative  retreat  from  bufi- 
nefs,  and  to  enjoy  otium  cum  dignitate ;  that  is,  leifure 
and  a  large  penfion. 

Your  Petitioner  humbly  prefumes,  that  he  has,  at 
lead,  a  common  claim  to  fuch  a  penfion  :  he  has  a  vote 
in  the  mo(t  augufi  aflembly  in  the  world  ;  he  has  an 
eftate  that  puts  him  above  wanting  it ;  but  he  has,  at 
the  fame  time  (though  he  fays  it)  an  elevation  of  fenti- 
ment,  that  makes  him  not  only  defire,  but  (pardon^ 
dread  Sir,  an  expreflion  you  are  ufed  to  infift  upon  it. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  little  apt,  and  always  unvvil- 
ling,  to  fpeak  advantageoufly  of  himfelf ;  but  as,  after 
all,  fome  jultice  is  due  to  one's-felf,  as  well  as  to  others, 
he  begs  leave  to  reprefent,  That  his  loyalty  to  your  Ma- 
jefty has  always  been  unfhaken,  even  in  the  v.ojft  of 
times  ;  That,  particularly,  in  the  late  unnatural  rebel- 
lion, when  the  Pretender  advanced  as  far  as  Derbv,  at 
the  head  of,  at  icaft,  three  thoufand  undifcipUutu 

P  p  3  Uia 
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)  lily  and  gcr.t  r  Pe- 

r,ot  join  him,  as,  My,  he  might 

;ned  ^  but,  on  the  con- 
,  ofone  hundred  men  each,. 
at  the  public  expencc,  in  fupport 
d  )iib  t  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  t1  V.ms; 

!i  diftinguifhed  proof  of  his  loyalty  is,  to  this  hour, 
unrewarded. 

Yc  litioner  is  well  aware,   that  your 

Civil   Lift   in;. it,  neceflarily,  be  in  a  low  and 
ft  ate,   aft  1  profuh 

tions,  which  it  has  of  late  it,  at  the 

s  to  hope,  that  this  argument,  v. 

fcems  r.ot  to  have  been  made  ufe  of  againft  any  other 
perfo  r,  fhall  not,  in  this  finglc  c..;~r,  be  ; 

io,  as  he  has  good  rcafons  to 
ics  of  the  Pcnfion  fund  arc 
no  means,   the  laft  that  will  be  made  good  b . 

Yo  to  nbferve,  That  a  fmall 

it  intima- 

,ful  neccitity  on  one  j  1  a  degrading  fui 

;y  on  the  other  :  but  that  a  groat  one  implies 

,e  fide  ;    on  the  other,  re 

and  eftcem ;  which,  doubtlefs,  your  Mnjefty  muft  en- 
tertain, in  tlie  great  perfonagcs, 
whol  names  ftar.d  up  -.nary 
,  therefore,  !  him- 
felf,  upon  thi.  pie,  that  kfs  than  three  thor 
pounds  a  year  will  not  Ic  up 

the  more  agreeable  ;  if  for  life,  the  more  mai 
able. 

YourPetitionerperfuadeshimfelf,  that;yourMajeftvwill 
not  fufpedt  this  his  humb!  proceed  fmm 

any  i.  'ed  motive,  of  which  he  has  al\va)shad 

the  utmofl  abhorrence.     No,  Sir,  he  confcflTes  his 

.fs 
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weaknefs;  Honour  alone  is  his  object  -,  Honour  is  his 
patfion ;  Honour  is  dearer  to  him  than  life.  To  Ho- 
nour he  has  always  facrificed  all  other  confederations  ; 
and  upon  this  generous  principle,  fmgly,  he  now  follicits 
that  honour,  which,  in  the  mod  fhining  times,  diftin- 
guifhed  the  greateft  men  of  Greece ;  who  were  fed  at 
the  expence  of  the  public. 

Upon  this  Honour,  fo  facred  to  him  as  a  Peer,  fo  ten- 
der to  him  as  a  Man,  he  moft  folemnly  allures  your 
Majefty,  that,  in  cafe  you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  grant  him 
this  humble  requeft,  he  will  gratefully  and  honourably 
fupport,  and  promote  with  zeal  and  vigour,  the  word 
meafure  that  the  worft  Minifter  can  ever  fugged  to  your 
Majefty :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  he  be  fingled 
out,  marked,  and  branded  by  a  refufal,  he  thinks  him- 
felf  obliged  in  Honour  to  declare,  that  he  will,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  oppofe  the  beft  and  wifeft  mea- 
fures,  that  your  Majefty  yourfelf  can  ever  dictate. 

And  your  Majefty 's  Petitioner  (hall  ever  pray. 


Pp  4  A  FRAGMENT, 
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A      PR  A  OMEN  T. 

A.pter  of  the  Garter  is  to  be  held  at  Sr.  Jar 
day;  in  which  Prince  Edward,  the  Pi 
of  Orange,  the  Earls  of  Lincoln,  Winchelfea,  and  Car- 
digan, arc  to  be  elected  Knights  Companions  of  the  Or- 
A'  the   Gaiter.     Though  fulely  nominated   by    the 
Crov.  e£ted{    b  there  is  a 

pretended  election.     All  the  Knighis  are    iummoiA 
attend  the  S<><.  .  Chapter,  to  be  held  on  fucb  a 

in  order  to  elect  fo  many  new  Knights,  into  the  va- 

s  of  the  deci.  .  s;  accordirgly  they   - 

in  the  Council  Cham!-.  e  they  all  fit  d  cord- 

ing to  their  feniority,  at  a  long  table,  \vhere  the  Sove- 
reign prdidt.  re  every  Knight  prcte::da  to  \ 
a  lift  of  thole  \vhcm  he  intends  to  vote  for;  and,  in  efr 
feet,  writes  down  nine  names,  fuch  as  he  thinks  proper, 
taking  care,  however,  to  infert  the  names  of  thofe  who 
are  really  to  be  elected-,  then  the  Bilhop  of  Salilbury, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Order,  goes  round 
ie  paper  of  each  Knight,  pretends 
to  look   ;  ;r,d  then  declares  the  m; 
votes  to  be  for  thoic  perfons,  who  were  nominated  by 
the   Crov.                     -his   declaru'  the  old 
:       ,!us  go  into  the  outward  room,  \shcre  the  new 
are  attending,  and  introduce  them,  one  after  another, 
according  to  their  ranks.     The  new  Knight  kneels  down 
before  the  King,  who  puts  the  riband  about  his  neck  ; 
then   he  turns  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or,  in  his  ab- 
fencc.                                  ;,  who  puts  the  Garter  |1 
his   leg.     This  is  the  ceremony  of  the  Chapter :   that 
of  t!      I  1>  illation,  which    is  always   performed  in  St. 

;vi  at  \Vir.:l(^r,  compleats  the  \vhnle  th 
for  till  tl;en  the  r.cw  Knights  cannot  wear  the  Star,  un- 

leis 
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lefs  by  a  particular  difpenfation  from  the  Sovereign, 
which  is  very  feldom  granted.  All  ceremonies  are  in 
themfelves  very  filly  things-  but  yet,  a  man  of  the 
world  mould  know  them.  They  are  the  outworks  of 
Manners  and  Decency,  which  would  be  too  often  broken 
in  upon,  if  it  were  not  for  that  defence,  which  keeps 
the  enemy  at  a  proper  diftance.  It  is  for  that  rcaion 
that  I  always  treat  fools  and  coxcombs  with  great  cere- 
mony ;  true  good-breeding  not  being  a  fufficicnt  bar- 
rier againft  them.  The  knowledge  of  the  world  teaches 
one  to  deal  with  different  people  differently,  and  accord- 
ing as  characters  and  fituations  require.  The  verfati/e 
ingenium  is  a  mod  eflential  point  ;  and  a  man  muft  be 
broke  to  it  while  he  is  young.  Have  it  always  in  your 
thoughts,  as  I  have  you  in  mine.  Adieu. 


P.  S.  This  moment  I  receive  your  letter  of  the 
N.  S.  with  which  I  am  very  well  pleated  :  it  informs 
me,  and,  what  I  lilce  ftill  better,.  it  ihows  me  that  you 
are  informed. 

A    FRAGMENT. 

YOUR  riding,  fencing,  and  dancing,  conftantly,  aB 
the  Academy,  will,  I  hope,  lengthen  you  out  a 
little  ;  therefore,  pray  take  a  great  deal  of  thofe  exer- 
cifes  :  for  I  would  very  fain  have  you  be,  at  lead,  five 
feet  eight  inches  high,  as  Mr.  Harte  once  wrote  me 
word,  that  he  hoped  you  would  be,  Mr.  Pelham  like- 
wife  told  me,  that  you  fpeak  German  and  French  as  flu- 
ently and  correctly  as  a  Saxon  or  a  Parifian.  I  am  very 
glad  of  both  :  take  care  not  to  forget  the  former  ;  there 
js  no  danger  of  your  forgetting  the  latter.  As  I  both 
thank  and  applaud  you  for  having,  hitherto,  employed 
yourfelf  fo  well  abroad,  I  muft  again  repeat  to  you, 
that  the  manner  in  which  you  fhall  now  employ  it,  at 

Paris, 
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11  be  finally  of  your 

.harader  in  the  world,   and, 
eftecm  and  ki  .-Jit  or  nine  i 

, hole ;  which  whole  is  very  re 

fids    in   this  only:  t  learning 

you  have  alrt..  '        id  to  it  the   Hill  more 

rn  both, 

the  Manners,  the  Addrefs,  the  Air,  and  the  Graces 
Man  .t  the  laft,   I  will  fay  of  your 

youth  and  your  kno\s  i  lorace  fays  to  Venus  ^ 

fine  te  Juvcntas^  Mcrcuriufquc. 

The  tv.  fubjedb  of  cor.verfat  at  Paris 

:he  difpute  between  the  Crown  and  the  CK 
cen  the  Crown  and  the  States  of  Brittany  :  inform 
yourfclf  tlK>roughly  of  both;  which  will  let  you  into 
the  moft  material  parts  of  the  French  hiflory  and  con- 
flitution.  There  are  four  letters  printed,  and  very  well 
\vritten,  againft  the  pretended  rights  and  itnnntnitits  of 
the  Clergy  ;  to  which  there  is  an  anfwer,  very  well  \vi  it- 
ten  too,  in  defence  of  thofe  immunities.  Read  them  both 
\vith  attention  ;  and  alfo,  all  i  uions,  memorials, 

and  v  fhall  appear,  for,  or  againft  the  claims  of 

the  States  of  Brittany.     1  dare  fay,    that   i  e  in 

a  hundred,  of  theEnglifh  at  Paris,  do  not  give  tlv 
the  trouble  of  enquiring  into  thofe  difputes  j  but  con- 
themfelves  with  faying,  that  there  is  a  confounded 
buftle  and  rout  between  i  I  the  Prieftp,   and 

cen  the  King  and  the  States  of  Brittany  •,  but  that, 
icy  do  not    trouble   i  :bout 

them;    fight  Dog,   fight  Bear:   bur,  with  fubmillion  to 
them,  thefc  are  objedls  worthy  the  attentit 
ries  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  bufi- 

Adieu,  my  dear  child !  rs  tendt ; 


\\'c 
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We  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  letters,  written  by 
the  late  EARL  of  CHESTERFIELD  to  different  pcrfons. 


L  E  T  T  R  E  de  recommandation,  en  faveur  de  Ma- 
dame Cleland,  adrefiee  a  Madame  de  Tencin. 

Londres,  ce  ?o  Aoirft,  V.  S, 

GOMBATTU  par'des  mouvemens  bien -diff> 
rents,  j'ai  long  terns  ballancr,  avant  que  d'ofer  me 
determiner,  a  vous  envoier  cette  lettre.  Je  fentois  toute 
Tindifcrction  d'une  telle  demarche,  eta  quel  point  c'etoit 
abufer  de  la  bonte  que  vous  avez  eu  pour  mo*,  pendant 
mon  fejour  a  Paris>  que  de  vous  la  redemander  pour  un 
autre  :  mais  (bllicite  vivement  par  une  Dame  que  fon 
merite  met  a  1'abri  des  refus,  et  porte,  d'ailleurs,  a  pro- 
filer du  moindre  pretexte  pour  rappelier  un  fouvenir  qui 
m'efl  fi  prccieux,  que  le  votre  ;  le  penchant  (comme  ii 
arrive  preique  toujours)  a  triomphe  de  la  difcraion  ;  et 
je  fatisfais  en  mcme  terns  a  mes  propres  inclinations  et 
aux  inftances  de  Madame  Cleland,  qui  aura  i'honneur 
de  vous  rendre  cette  lettre. 

Je  f^ais  par  experience,  Madame  (car  j'en  fuis  moi- 
m:me  un  exemple)  que  ce  n'efl  pas  la  premiere  affaire 
de  la  forte,  a  laquelle  votre  reputation,  qui  ne  fe  ren- 
ferme  point  dans  les  bornes  de  la  France,  vous  a  expo- 
f'e  :  mais  je  me  flatte,  auffi,  que  vous  ne  la  trouverez 
pas  la  plus  dcfagreable.  Un  merite  fupcrieur,  un  efprit 
jufte,  dclicat,  orne  par  la  lecture  de  tout  ce  qu'il  y  a  de 
bon  dans  toutes  les  langues,  et  un  grand  ufage  du  monde, 
qui  ont  acquis  a  Madame  Cleland  l'eflime  et  la  confide- 

ration 
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ct  me   ]  uus  nc  i: 

Si  vous  me  c. 

choifi  pour  Ton  introduce  ur  d.  elle 

,  queje  i 

ccla 

iVxemple  de  la  plupart  dcs  \ 
:x-tour,  fc  duei 

liaifons  a-.  ,'il  v  a  di-  p'us  dil  diez  les  au- 

ont  tou- 
taux 
qu'ils  i 

,  ;int. 

/  pour  moi  -t  je   les   ai  c\ 
^it  poflible;  et  enfin,  pour  nc  vous  rie: 
chf  .111  p.-ir.t  m' me  dc 

Jc  la  mai- 
mnt,  ct  m'a 

l;rancc  ;  je  n'y  anibitionnc  ricn 

mt,  que  1'honncur  dc  trc  Madam  de  Tcncin ; 

44  vous  ,  il  ne  vous  coutera  ricn  de  me 

Icttre  pour  i 

Lee  dit, 

refus  an  ,u,uu  a  Madame  Ckland,  et 

i,  que  j<  pas  en  droitde  le  iaii«  imi- 

.t  pour  i'  PC,     Si  b1  je  me    fi. 

trou  ; ne  que 

je  1  Phonneur  de  vouscon- 

donner  le  i! 

franchi  le  pa 

exprimc  de  reconnoiffance 

que  j'ai,  et  (l^e  vous 

;s  -,  jc  vcAidrois  auili  vous  expi  i 
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tout  ce  que  je  penfe  des  qualitez  qui  diftinguent 
cceur  et  votre  efprit,  de  tons  les  autres :  mais  ccla  me 
meneroit  egakment  au  dela  des  bornes  d'une  lettre,  et 
au  deflus  de  mes  forces. 

Je  fouhaitterois  que  Monfieur  de  Fontenelle  voulut 
bien  s'en  charger  pour  mci.  Sur  cet  article,  je  puis  dire 
fans  vanitc,  que  nous  penfons  de  mtme;  avec  cette  dif- 
ference, qu'il  vous  le  diroit  avec  cet  efprit,  cette  delica- 
tefle,  et  cette  elegance,  qui  lui  font  propres  et  feules 
convenables  au  fujet. 

Permettez  done,  Madame,  que  deftitue,  de  tous  ces 
avantages  de  1'efprit,  je  vous  afTure  fimplement  des  fenti- 
mens  demon  coeur,  de  I'ftime,  de  la  veneration,  et  de 
1'attachement  refpectueux,  avec  lequel  je  ferai  toute  ma 
vie,  Madame, 

Vure,  &?f. 

Je  crois  que  vous  me  pardonnerez  bien,  fije  vousfup- 
plie  de  faire  mes  complimens  a  Monfieur  de  Fontenelle. 

TRANSLATION. 

LETTER  of  Recommendation,  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Cle- 
land,  to  Madame  de  Tencin. 

London,  Augufl  the  2oth,  O.  S. 

AGITATED  by  various  thoughts,   I  have  long 
been  in    fufpence,  before   I  durft  refolve  to  fend 
this  letter.     I  felt  all  the  indifcretion  of  fuch  a  flep,  and 
how  much  it  wbuid   be  trefpafling  upon  the  gooduefs  I 
had  experienced  from  you,   during  my  ftav  at  Paris,  to 
require,  the  fame  for  another.     A  Lady,  whofe  mer>  fe- 
cures  from  a  refufal,  has  entreated  me  in  the  mofi  ^.r ef- 
fing manner,  and  my  own  inclinations  have  concurred,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  firft  opportunity,   to   recall  a  remem- 
brance 


o  u  s  i  ;        s. 

brai-.  be  pleafing  to  me ;   Ib  that,  in- 

i^ens)  overpowered 

diicretion,    my  o  \lrs.  Cleland's  dc 

will  both  be  I,  by  her  having  the  honour  oi 

fenting  this  letter 

Ik  experience,   and   a;  -If,  a 

proof,  that  this  is  not  the  firfl  affair  o! 
your  reputation,  not  confined  within  thelin 
has  !  ;  but  I  Matt 

not  !  !l  clifagreeaK 

merit 

•of  the  beft  authors  in  (  ;;uage,  a 

rough  knowledge 

i  ihc  efte<  T  all  p< 

merit  lu 

:  ty  of  recommending  her  to  you,  and  i 
me  that  you  will  not  take  it  ill. 

!t~,  by  chance,  'ild    nfk   why   this   Lady  has 

made    choice   of  me  to  be  her   introduclor    to    you, 

'.hat  I  had  any  fuch  i 

.1  candidly  own,  that  I  inyfclf  have  be-jn  tlie  c 
ffit;  ar.d,    in  th.is  rcfpecl,  I  have  followed   the  exam- 
ple of  molt  travellers  ;    wh(\  at  their  return  to  their  own 
country,  end*  raife  their  reputation,  by  boafting 

of  imaginary  ith  the  moft  diflingu 

people  a1  have 

\   them  iuencc  of 

never  received,  they 

often  acquire  a  degree  of  confideration  which  they  do 
not  deferve. 

I  have  boaded  of  your  goodnefs  to  n.  c  even, 

if  poffible,  exaggerated  it-   ar.d,  in  Hi  )it  (i 
any  t  ;n  you)  Vanity   1  i  drove  me  to  de- 

clare that  I  was  your  favourite  fri<  i  dnmeftu 

in  your  hou.V  i    immediately  feized   this 

opportunity,  to  fay  ^  u  I  am  goir.g   to  Fi  n  \  I 

44  wifli 
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"  wi(h  for  nothing  fo  much,  as  to  have  the  honour  of 
"  knowing  Madame  de  Tencin ;  fmce  you  are  fo  much 
"  connected,  you  can  eafily  give  me  a  letter  for  her." 

This  was  an  intricate  affair ;  for  after  what  I  had  laid, 
Mrs.  Cleland  might  have  been  (hocked  by  a  refufal,  and 
my  felf-love  would  have  been  too  cruelly  hurt,  if  I  had 
owned  that  I  had  no  right  to  do  any  fuch  thing.  So 
that  I  find  myfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  running  all  haz- 
ards ;  and  I  really  believe,  that  even  if  I  had  not  been 
known  to  you  at  all,  I  mould  ftill  have  done  it,  rather 
than  have  confefled  fo  mortifying  a  thing. 

As  the  firft  ftep  is  now  taken  ;  I  wifh  to  make  the  beft 
ufe  of  it,  by  exprefling  to  you  the  fentiments  of  grati- 
tude which  I  have,  and  ever  (hall  retain,  for  your  good, 
nefs  to  me,  during  my  flay  at  Paris.  I  wifh  it  was  in 
my  power  to  tell  you  alfo,  what  I  think  of  thofe  perfec- 
tions, which  diftinguifh  your  heart  and  mind  fo  emi- 
nently from  all  others  ;  but  this  would  carry  me  beyond 
the  bounds  of  a  letter,  and  is,  indeed,  more  than  I  know 
how  to  exprefs.  Mr.  de  Fontenelle  might  undertake 
this  for  me  ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  know  that  our  opi- 
nions upon  that  fubject  coincide  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  he  would  exprefs  thofe  fentiments,  with 
all  that  energy,  delicacy,  and  elegancy,  fo  peculiar  to 
him,  and  fo  very  proper  for  the  fubjed. 

Permit  me  then,  Madara,  though  deflitute  of  all  thofe 
advantages  of  mind,  to  aflure  you  (imply  of  the  fenti- 
ments of  my  heart ;  and  of  the  efteem,  veneration,  and 
refpeclful  attachment,  with  which  I  mail  always  remain 
Yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  am  perfuadcd  that  you  will  forgive  my  trou- 
bling you  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  de  Fonte- 
nelle. 


LETTER 
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LETTER. 

Lor, 

MAI 

J  bonne  a 

iatre  bii 
.t  d'atte 
.;t  millc 
:,cs. 
Je  ; 

.r  la  morale  utilc  que 
. — Oui ' 

a  prc  nee  humaine,   les  rru 

les  plus  fages,  et  les  j  ;cs  mieux  concc: 

11  la  fortune,  cette  DivinitJ  inconfta;;tc,   b 
•,  n\ft  pas  d'humeiiT  a  les  favorifcr.     Car  (]ue 
/it-on  fairc  dc  plus  qu^-jc  n'ai  fait,  et  qu'en  pou- 

r  de  moi: 

donnera '.  rescela,  du  mouvemcnt,  formcra- 

vlcs  plans,  ct  b'inqui 'tera-t'on,  pour  les  chofcs  de  ce 
,  ces  reflexions,  auili  judicieufes 
quc  nouv  in  me  imprcflion   lur  votre   » 

tur  le  mien,  elles  vous  vaudront  plus, 
;out  ce  que  \  loiterie. 

:i'ac- 
.    i     . 

me  r  .  etje 

;iife,  dit  i.ime  de  ? 

'  ' 

'  Cc 
font 

cment,  et  fimplifier  mon  id  :e  ;  ce 
lence  de  Tun 
impUqu.  piivationdel'au: 

Me 
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Me  voicy  done  juftifie  dans  toutes  les  formes  de  la  lo- 
gique ;  et  ii  vous  n'en  etes  pas  contente,  Madame  de 
Monconfeil,  qui  a  en  main  mes  pieces juftificatlves,  pour- 
ra  vous  en  convaincre.  Au  relle;  fi  j'en  poOois  tant 
foit  peu,  ce  nouvel  an  me  fourniroit  une  belle  occafion 
de  1'Jtaler.  Et  quoique  depuis  plus  de  cinq  mille  ans, 
toute  la  terre  ait  traitte  ce  fujet ;  je  vous  dirois  quelque 
chofe  de  nouveau,  de  galant,  et  d'obfcur,  dont  on  ne 
s'eft  jamais  avife  auparavant :  votre  m:  rite;  et  les  fenti- 
mens  de  mon  coeur,  y  feroient  alembiquez,  jufqu'a  la 
plus  fine  quintefTence. 

TRANSLATION. 

London.  January  the  ift,  O.  S. 
MADAM, 

IHave  no  fkill  in  fortune- telling ;  for,  I  muft  acquaint 
you,  that  the  four  lottery  tickets  I  had  chofen  with 
fo  much  care,  and  valued  one  with  another  at  the  rate 
of  (at  leaft)  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  are  all  come  out 
blanks. 

My  only   confolation  in  this  misfortune  is,  the  fine 
reflections  which  it  occafions,  and  the  moft  ufeful  Moral 
drawn  from  it,  for  the  reft  of  my  days.     Now,  1  plain- 
ly fee  that  all  human  prudence,  the  wifeft  projects,  and 
Tin  i  /- 1  *  *nm*r*t7?t9yP .     ,  -r 

the  belt  concerted  fchemes,  are^vain  and  frivolous  •,  it 

Fortune,  that  capricious,  inconftant,  and  feminine  Deity, 
is  not  diipofed  to  favour  them  :  for  what  more  could 
have  been  done,  than  I  did,  and  what  lefs  could  have 
happened  ? 

After  fuch  a  reverfe  ;  (hall  we  ever  take  pains,  form 
projects,  or  be  ur.eafy  concerning  worldly  events  ?  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  if  fuch  reflections,  equallyjudicious 
as  new,  make  the  fame  impreflion  upon  your  mind,  that 
they  do  upon  mine,  they  will  be  more  valuable,  than  all 
you  could  have  won  in  the  Lottery. 

VOL.  II.  CLq  Surely, 
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ely,  Madam,   you  mull  have  a  gi  nation  to 

quarrel,   fince  you  allow  me  to  be  ion  of  a  talent 

'i  I  really  have  not ;   in  0! 
not  •  i   it   too. 

lk  1  t.vvuiil  t'l.it  talent  of  agreeable  thi 

vour  Monconfci;1.."     \Vhat  BO 

cufation,  and  how  void  of  all  probability  !   An  E: 
Lord,  and  fay  things   in  fashionable  French    phrafes! 
This  is  quite  contradictory  $  or  to  explain  myfelfmore 
clearly,  i  mplify  my   id-a  •    1  muft  anfwer,   that 

heterogeneous  Beings ;  the  exiftence  of  the 
one  neceflarily  implying  the  non-exiftence  of  the  other. 

Now  I  think  my  justification  comp  >rdir.g  to 

all  the  rules  of  logic  ;  but  if  that  docs  not  fuffice,  Ma- 
dame de  Mo:  it  in  her  power  to  convince  you, 
by  prod:. 

:!ie  talent  you  fuppofe,  t1 
year  would  be  a  proper  occafion  to  dilpb-.  d,  al- 

.ibjed  has  been  treated  by  the  whole  v 
above  five  t!  s,  yet  1  Humid  t!  lome- 

thing  .ilant,    and  unintelligible,  which  never  be- 

fore v  of.     Your  merit,  and  the  fentimc: 

my  1  uld  then  be  diftilled  to  the  mod  rd 

quintefle 

LETTER. 

9mc  Fcvricr,  O  S 

ADIEU  done  toutc 
a  vraieet  fohdeamitic  !  Heui« 

qui  peuvc  -  lc  gros  lot,  dans  la  lotte- 

i  il  y  a  des  millions  dc  billets 
cs. 
S'll  pou.  quelque  chofe  de  flattcur   d 

nous  pourrions  nous  flatter 

que 
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que  la  notre  feroit  egalement  vraie  et  durable;  puif- 
qu'elle  eft  a  Pabri  detousces  petits  incidens,  qui  brouil- 
lent  la  plupart  des  autres.  D'abord  nous  iommes  de 
different  fexe,  article  affez  important ;  et  qui  nous  ga- 
rantit  de  ces  defiances  et  de  ces  rivalitez,  fur  les  objets 
les  plus  fenfibles,  et  centre  lefquels  la  plus  belle  amitie 
du  monde  ne  tient  point.  En  fecond  lieu  ;  il  n'entre 
point  d'amour  dans  notre  fait ;  qui,  quoique,  a  la  verite, 
il  donne  un  grand  feu  a  Pamitie,  pendant  un  certain 
terns,  la  flamme  de  Tun  venant  a  s'eteindre,  on  voit  bien- 
tot  les  cendres  de  Pautre.  Et  enfm  (ce  qui  me  regarde 
uniquement)  nous  ne  nous  vo'ions  pas  trop.  Vous  ne  me 
connoiflez  que  par  mon  bon  cote  •  et  vous  ne  vo'/ez  pas 
ces  moments  de  langueur,  d'humeur,  et  de  chagrin,  qui 
caufent,  fi  fouvent,  le  degout ou  Je  repentir  des  liaifons, 
qu'on  a  forme,  et  qui  font,  qu'on  fe  dit  a  foi-meme  ; 
L'auroit-on  cru  ?  Qui  Pauroitdit?  Comme  on  peut  fe 
tromper  aux  dehors  ?  Et  la  perfpeclive,  dans  laquelle 
vous  me  voVez,  m'eft  fi  favorable,  qu'elle  meconfole  un 
peu  delta  hntananza,  ou  je  fuis  oblige  de  vous  chercher. 

Une  caillette,  a  beaux  fentimens,  critiqueroit  impi- 
to'iablement  ceux-ci  comme  tres  indelicats  ;  mais  en  font- 
ils  moins  naturels  pour  cela  ?  Et  ne  fommes  nous  pas,. 
pour  la  plupart,  redevables  de  nos  vertns  a  desfituations 
et  des  circonftances  un  peu  fortuites?  Au  moins  j'ai 
affez  d'humilite  pour  le  croire  ;  et  (fi  je  voulcis  dire  tout 
]a  verite)  affez  d'experience,  de  moi  meme,  pour  le  fca- 
voir.  En  tons  cas  ;  tel  que  je  fuis,  je  vous  fuis  acquis, 
et  vous  vo'i'ez  que  je  fuis  de  trop  bonne  foi  pour  vous  fur- 
faire  dans  le  prix  de  Pacquifition,  que  vous  avez  faite. 

Vouz  avez  beau  faire  les  honneurs  de  votre  paVs,  et 
dcfavouer  v6tre  propriete  exclufive  des  Graces  ;  il  faut 
convenir,  pourtant,  que  la  France  eft  leur  fejour,  ou 
pliitot  leur  paVs  natal.  Si  elles  pouvoient  fe  facher  con- 
tre  vous,  dont  ii  y  a  peu  d'apparance ;  elles  feroient  pi- 
quees,  au  point  de  vous  quitter,  de  ce  que  vous  les  en- 

voiez 
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promener  dans  ' .  ne  connoifler 

• 

i en  fur  que  Ics  Graces  font  .:ure, 

qu'o:.  fj  1'art  en  peut   :  clat, 

rnais  il  taut  que  la  nature  aYe  donnc    le   fond.     O: 
ccla  en  u.  mbien  de  gens  ne  da 

..us  grace ;  commc  il  y  en  a  qui 

d'ef- 
prits  vigoureux  et  its  et  < 

i'art  ct   ;  ,  ne  plaifcnt 

de  ces   ;  .1  ne 

haque  paVs  a  Us  talon?,  aulli  bien 

particulieres.     K 
•    nous  aprofor.diflbns ;  Us  It;  nfent 

r  dans  les  ni.es:   vous  tenez  le  mi 
on  \  fuir,  on  vousaimc. 

Servez  vous,  M  le  toute  ce  que  cct  efprit  et 

ces  graces,  que  je  vous  connois,  pcuvent  faire  en  n 
veur,  ,  je  vous  en  fupplie,   tout  ce  qu'elles  vous 

fugg<  a  Monfieur  de  Matignon,  de  ma  part.  Mon 

r  ne  vou:  .era  pas  i  uispour- 

;i  dire  de  plus  fort,  a  proposdu  marriage  de  Made- 
moifelle  fa  fille  :  mais  ne  vous  bornez  \ 
cle,  car  il  n'y  en  ;]  ,  au  monde,  qui  peut  le  r« 

der,  auquel  je  ne  prendroi  Ce  fc- 

ibufer  de  fa  bonte  que  dc  me  :  une 

me(Tigcrr  comme  vous  me  fcra  bien  plus  d'honneur,  et 
a  hi1  plaifir. 

iame.     Jc  rougis  de   la   lor-gucur  de  ma 
lettre. 


TRANS- 
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TRANSLATION. 


London,  February  the  pth,  O.  S. 

ADIEU  then  to  all  coquetry,  on  both  fides,  and 
profperity  to  real  and  iblid  fried  (hip!  In  this  lot- 
tery of  the  world,  happy  are  thofe  who  can  obiain  that 
greatefl  prize,  to  which  there  are  millions  of  blanks. 
If  any  thing  could  be  pleafing  in  my  friendfnip,  I  would 
urge  that  we  have  reafon  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  with 
ws,  friendfhip  may  be  equally  true  and  permanent,  fmcc 
ours  will  be  unattended  by  all  thofe  little  incidents^ 
which  are  the  bane  of  others.  We  are  of  different  fexes ; 
an  important  article,  and  fuch  a  one  as  prevents  thofe 
fufpicions,  and  fentiments  of  rivalfhip,  which  the  finefl 
friendfhips  that  ever  were  formed,  cannot  withstand; 
Second! v,  we  are  free  from  love,  which,  although  it 
may,  during  a  time,  add  warmth  to  friendfnip ;  yet, 
when  the  flames  of  the  one  begin  to  extinguifh,  you  foon 
perceive  the  afhes  of  the  other.  And  laftly  (but  this  re- 
lates to  myfelf )  we  do  not  fee  one  another  too  frequently. 
You  view  me  in  the  belt  light,  and  do  not  perceive  thofe 
moments  of  languor,  caprice,  or  ill-humour,  which  are 
fo  generally  the  occafion  of  difiike,  caufe  us  to  repent  of 
the  connections  we  have  formed,  and  are  the  motives 
that  occafion  our  faying,  Who  would  have  thought  it? 
Who  could  have  imagined  it?  How  one  may  be  de- 
ceived by  outward  appearances!  The  diftant  point  from 
which  >ou  view  me,  is  fo  very  favourable,  that  it  affords 
me  fome  confolation  for  being  under  the  neceflity  of  re- 
maining (o  far  from  you. 

A  trifling  woman,  with  pretcnfions  to  refined  fenti- 
ments, would  criticife  thefe  unmercifully,  as  very  inde- 
licate, but  are  they  the  lefs  natural?  And  are  not  moil 

Q  q  3  of 
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of  us  beholden,   for  cur  virtue,  !  r  circum- 

I        c  hu- 
I  to  tell  the  . 

irm  ir.     At  all  events,  fuch  as  I  am, 
ofe  of  m;  ou  fee  I  am  too  ingenuous 

to  deceiv  the  merits  of  the  p 

u  rs. 

.  drive  to  do  the  honours  of  your  coun- 
ting your  cxclufive  right  to  the  Gr 
for  it  muft  be  con  i  :.ince  is  their  abo  1 

ther  their  It  is  highly  improl) 

they  can   be   angry  with  you  ;  but  were  thai 
they  would  be  provol 
for  fending  tl.  .  nbling,  into  a  count; 

neither  know,  nor  are  known  by  any  mortal.     If,  by 
chance,   I  had  any  knowledge  of  thofe  God 
could  on'r.  :i  them  li- 

lt is  true  that  the  Graces  cannot  be  acquired  ;  art 
may  add  to  their  luftre,  but  nature  muft  have  given  them. 
It  is  the  fame  in  every  thing.     How  many  people  are 
there  who  dance  exceedingly  well,  but  ungracefully  ; 
numbers  who  dance  very  ill,  and  yet  grace- 
not  fee  frequently,  people  with  ; 
fenfe;   who,    th.nigh    intruded  and  .i  by 

ledge  and   Rudy,  yc 
of  thofc  natural  Graces,   not  to  be  acquired  ? 

• 
fruits,  or  other  natural    productions.     We  here  i 

deep' 

:ce  beyond  all  co:  You 

keep  the  middle  path,  a;  :.tly  feen,  fol- 

lowt 

I  beg  of  you,  Madam,  make  life  of  all  tl  ar.d 

thofe  Graces   v.lr.ch  I  know  ym  to  be  poft  :  :i  my 

.r,    by  telling    Mr.  de  Matignn: 
may  infpire  you,  from  me.     The  moft  fiiciAl'}   d 

you 
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yoiraan  fay  to  him  upon  the  marriage  of  his  daughter, 
will  bed  explain  the  fentiments  of  my  heart.  But  do  not 
confine  yourfelf  to  that  circumftance  alone,  for  there  is 
no  event  whatever,  that  concerns  him,  in  which  I  fhould 
not  take  an  equal  fhare.  To  write  myfelf  to  Mr.  de 
Matignon  would  be  incroaching  upon  his  goodnefs  ;  fuch 
a  meflenger  as  you,  muft  be  more  honourable  to  me,  and 
more  pleafing  to  him. 

Adieu,   Madam :  I  am  afhamed  of  the  length  of  this 
letter. 


CLq  4  Thefc 
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Thefc  Lines  are  infcrted,  in  order  to  introduce  the  following 
Letter  with  greater  proprit: 


To  the  EARL  of  CHESTERFIELD,  Auguft  the  yth,  1763. 

REclin'd  beneath  thy  (hade,  Blackheath! 
From  politics  and  ftrife  apart, 
His  temples  twin'd  with  laurel-wreath  j 
And  virtues  fmiling  at  his  heart : 

Will  CHESTERFIELD  the  Mufe  allow 

To  break  upon  his  dill  retreat  ? 
To  view,  if  health  ftill  fmooths  his  brow, 

And  prints  his  grove  with  willing  fci 

is  this  awak'd  the  prefent  theme, 
And  bade  it  reach  thy  diflant  ear, 
\Vhere,  if  no  rays  of  genius  beam, 
Sincerity  at  lead  is  there. 

May  pale  difeafe  fly  far  aloof, 

O'er  venal  domes  its  flag  difplay, 
And  health  beneath  thy  peaceful  roof, 

Add  luftre  to  thine  evening  ray. 

If  this  my  fervent  wifh  be  crown'd, 
I'll  drefs  with  flow'rs  Hygeia's  flirine ; 

Nor  thou  with  wifdom's  chaplet  bound, 
At  any  abfent  gift  repine. 

What 
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What  tho'  thou  dofl  not  grace  a  throne, 
While  fubjefts  bend  the  fupple  knee  ; 

No  other  King  the  Mufes  own, 
And  Science  lifts  her  eye  to  thee. 

Tho*  deafnefs,  by  a  doom  fevere, 

Steals  from  thy  ear  the  murm'ring  rill, 

And  Philomelas  delightful  air  ; 
E'en  deem  not  this  a  partial  ill. 

Ah !  if  anew  thine  ear  was  fining, 

Awake  to  ev'ry  voice  around, 
Thy  praifes  by  the  many  fung, 

Wou'd  flun  thee  with  the  choral  found. 

EDWARD  JERNINGHAM. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 

To   EDWARD    JERNINGHAM,    Efq- 

Publifhed  at  the  particular  defire  of  that  Gentlem 

Blackheath,  Auguft  the  I2th,   1763. 
S  I  R, 

I  Do  not  know  whether  I  can,  with  decency,  nek: 
Ige  the  favour  of  your  poetical  letter  of  the  ytlv 
But  Men,  as   well   as   \Vomen,  are  very  apt  to  break 
through  decency,  when  defire  is   very  fliong,   as  mine, 
I  affure  you,  is,  to  thank  you  for  it.  e  you 

as  good  as  you  bring,  my  thanks  fhould  be  conveyed 
to  you  in  rhyme  and  metre :   but  the  Mufes,  who  : 
were  opitious  to  me  when  I  was  young,   would 

now  laugh  at,  and  be  as  deaf  as  I  am,  to  the  invocation 
of  a  ftptuagcnary  invalid.  Accept  then  my  humbleft 
thanks,  in  humble  profe,  for  your  very  go-  ,  up- 

on a  very  indifferent  fubjeft ;  which,   mould  you  b 
proached  with,  you  may  very  juftly  make  the  fame  an- 
;r  predeceflbr,  Waller,  did  to  King  Charles, 
:-)iation:   the  King  accufcd  him  of  h.i 
made  finer  vcrfes  in  praifeof  Oliver  Cromwell,   tl  . 
himlelf;  to  which  he  agreed,   faying,  that  1  -iaiun  was 
the  foul  of  Poetry.     Am  I  not  generous  to  help  you  out 
of  this  (crape,   at  my  own  expence  ?   I  am  fenfible,  that, 
c  I  end  this  letter,  I  ought  to  fhow  fome  common- 
place modefty   at  le-aft  ;  and   protcft  to  you  that  1   am 
alhai:  founded,   and  in  a  manner  annihilated,  by 

the  praifes  you  mod  undefervcdly  bcftow  upon  me;  but 
I  will  not,  becaufe,  if  1  did,  1 

very  human  creature  has  vanity,  and  perhaps!  ! 
full  as  much  as  another.     The  only  different- 
fome  people  difown  a  avow  it  •   whi 

I  have  truth  and  ;xe  enough  to  fay,  tu  moduli 

mi  piaci. 

Whit 
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What  am  I  to  fuppofe  that  you  are  now  doing  in 

Norfolk  ? 

Scribere  quod  Cafsi  Parmenfis  opufcula  vincat, 
Anfyhas  inter  et  monies  reptare  falubres, 

If  you  ftray  among  the  hills,  vales,  and  purling  dreams, 
it  is  to  make  your  court  to  the  Mufes,  who  have  long 
had  fuch  an  affedtion  for  you,  that  (I  will  anfwer  for  it) 
they  will  meet  you  wherever  you  pleafe  to  appoint  them. 
If  to  thofe  nine  ideal  Ladies  you  add  a  tenth,  of  real 
good  country  flefh  and  blood,  I  cannot  help  it  -9  but 
God  forbid  that  I  fhould  advife  it.  In  all  events,  I  be- 
lieve you  would  be  equal  to  the  ten. 

I  am,  with  equal  truth  and  efleem, 

S  I  R, 
Your  moft  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD, 

P.  S.  I  defire  my  refpe&s  to  Lady  Jerningham.     But 
not  one  word  of  the  tenth  Mufe. 

LETTER 

To  DOCTOR  MONSEY. 
Publifhed  with  his  confent  and  approbation. 

Bath,  December  the  23d,  1767. 
DEAR  DOCTOR, 

YOUR  friend  and  my  Governor,  Mr.  W ,  told 
me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  you,  with 
your  kind  inquiries  after  my  health  ^  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  faid  that  I  might  e'en  anfwer  it  myfelf;  for  how 
the  devil  fhould  he  know  how  I  did,  fo  well  as  I  myfelf 
did  ?  I  thought  that  there  was  reafon  in  what  he  faid  ; 
fo  take  the  account  of  myfelf  from  myfelf,  as  follows. 
When  I  firft  came  here,  which  was  juft  fix  weeks  ago,  I 
was  very  weak  of  my  legs,  and  am  fo  (till.  A  fortnight 

ago 
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:  n  of  my  fevc  tor  Moify 

r  which  he  prcfcrilxd  phlcbo 
tomv.  -ghts.     '1 

botomy   did   me  good,  and  t  ,1  me 

licine,  or  any  nic- 
cneral  (late  < 
been  as  ;  at  my  age,  I  can  hope  for  ^   thnt 

lite,  a  good  fleep. 

You  will,  perhaps,  afk  me  what  more   I   \\<>v.:d    ! 
I  anfwer,  that  I  would  have  a  r  more-,  H 

I  would  have  the  free  ulc  of  my  Iccxs,  and  of  all  m\ 
ben.     But  t! 

i  the  fame  cafe.     Who  have  you  <; 
,  or  who  have  you  been  reconciled   to   lately  ?  The 

i~e  of  G ,  or  the  houfe  of  M—   -  ?  And  where 

•m  now  ;  in  Norfolk  or  Monmouthfhire  ?   Where- 
ever  you  are,  I  hope  you  are  vajlly  well  ;  for  I  am,  very 
;Jy, 

Your  m  >ft  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

ClIF-STKK  F  1 


LETTER 

To  DOCTOR  MONSBY. 
Publillied  with  liis  con  font  and  approbation. 

P'f,  dear  Doctor,  why  mufl  I   not  write  tr 
Do  you  gent  1  the  faculty,  pretend  : 

ptions  or  pi.  I 

r  your   kind  letters  , 

my  writing  lliall  do  no  hurt  to  any  pcrion  living  or  dy- 
ing :  let  the  Facu  .s  much  o!  tlu  us,  jf  the> 
I  am  very    forry  to  find  that  \<>u  have  not   been 
well  •                               vafl/y  v.  ikill 
to  have  encounter,              *bduod  almoll  all  tl, 

lora's 
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Pandora's  Box.  As  you  are  now  got  to  the  bottom  of 
it,  I  truft  that  you  have  found  Hope ;  which  is  what  \ve 
all  live  upon,  much  more  than  upon  Enjoyment;  and 
without  which  we  fhould  be,  from  our  beaded  Reafon, 
the  mod  miferable  animals  of  the  Creation.  I  do  not 
think  that  a  Phyfician  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  Col- 
lege, till  he  could  bring  proofs  of  his  having  cured,  in 
his  own  perfon,  at  lead  four  incurable  diftempers.  In  the 
old  days  of  laudable  and  rational  Chivalry,  a  Knight 
could  not  even  prefent  himfelf  to  the  adorable  object  of 
his  affections,  till  he  had  been  unhorfed,  knocked  down, 
and  had  two  or  three  fpears  or  lances  in  his  body ;  but, 
indeed,  he  rnuft  be  conqueror  at  lad,  as  you  have  been. 
I  do  not  know  your  Goddefs  Venus  or  Vana^  nor  ever 
heard  of  her ;  but  if  fhe  is  really  a  Goddefs,  I  mud 
know  her  as  foon  as  ever  I  fee  her  walk  into  the  rooms  j 
for,  vera  incpffu  pat  nit  Dea.  It  is  for  her  fake,  I  prefume, 
that  you  now  make  yourfelf  a  year  younger  than  you 
are  ;  for  lad  year  you  and  I  were  exactly  of  an  age,  and 
now  I  am  turned  of  feventy-three.  As  to  my  body  na- 
tural, it  is  as  you  faw  it  lad  ;  it  labours  under  no  par- 
ticular didemper  but  one,  which  may  very  properly  be 
called  Chronical,  for  it  is  X,;O»B;  itfelf,  that  daily  deals 
away  fome  part  of  myfelf.  But,  I  bear  with  philofophy, 
thefe  gradual  depredations  upon  myfelf;  and  well  know, 
that  kvius  fa  patientia  quicquid  corrigere  eft  ntfas.  And 
ib  good  night,  dear  Dodor. 
Buih,  November  26th,  1766. 


LETTER 


! 


LETTER 

From  the  Earl  of  CHEST  s  Ro- 

of  c 


Publifhed  at  the  particular  defire  of  that  Gentler; 

'i,  November  i 

R, 

Yll  letters  always  give  me  pleafure  and  informa- 
tion ;  but  your  lad  gave  me  ,  for 

it  fhowt.  .t  you  \\  in  that  ill 

h  the  fears  of  ill,  junior,  had  magnified 

into  a  dangerous  one.     I  did  not  like  your  beinp 
to  Hampftead  for  the  air  ;  that  founded  very  like 
fmgton  Gravel  pits.     1  am  fure  I  need  not  tell  yo 
part  I  take  in  your  recov 

As  to  General-  -'s  affairs,  my  opinion  is  fixed; 
'<  am  very  fure,  that  nothing  \  .  ar  upon  this 
'.'.nation  to  make  me  alter  it.  There  is  a  mv 

-.  ,   I  have  done;   I 
»ut  never  reafon.     The  Ode  upon  that  expedi- 

n  by  a  maftcr,  vvh<  :   the  a 

of  the  ve;  i  the  fcull,  i 

he  li.  ngth 

;vc  been  much  better.     I  i-.ir.nnt 

the  Grub  upon  the  Comet   was   laid  at  n  but 

people  h.i  i  humour  un- 

der my  name,  by  \  :ial  ;  if  it  takes,   the  true  fa- 

it does  not,  the  foundling  is  mine. 

!;e  it  for  it  the  Kir..  ory 

cngroiTes  the  thoughts  of  all   your  great  poli: 

town,  and  gives  you  v  i  call  great  fpirits  :  he  has 

.  his  abilities  in  r  I  never  doubted  of;   but 

then  —  nothing,  only  that  there  are  now  feven  or  eight 
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thoufand  of  the  human  fpecies  lefs  than  there  were  a 
month  ago.  France  will  fend  double  that  number  im- 
mediately, and  the  match  will  be  as  unequal  as  it  was 
before;  fjnce  all  Europe  is  dill  combined  againft  him; 
I  will  not  fay,  and  us,  becaufe  I  think  it  would  be  im- 
pudent for  us,  now,  to  reckon  ourfelves  among  the  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  ;  I  might  as  well  reckon  myfelf  among 
the  living,  who  only  crawl  upon  the  earth  from  day  to 
day,  exhibiting  a  fhattered  carcafe,  and  a  weakened  mind. 
Though  thefe  waters  always  do  me  fome  good,  it  is 
merely  temporary  -,  but  they  by  no  means  regenerate 
me.  I  grow  deafer  and  deafer,  confequently,  duller 
and  duller  ;  and  therefore,  for  your  fake,  I  will  put  an 
end  to  this  dull  letter ;  and  aflure,  you,  with  all  the 
truth  of  a  man  who  has  no  invention,  that  I  am, 
Your  mod  faithful,  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER 

From  Lord  CHESTERFIELD  to  Sir  T.  ROBINSON. 
Publifhed  at  the  particular  defire  of  that  Gentleman. 

Bath,  December  36,  1765. 
SIR, 

I  Always  thought  myfelf  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  letters  from  Yorkfbire,  while  you  were  in  the 
hurry  both  of  bufinefs  and  pleafure ;  your  land-fteward, 
your  tenants,  and  your  agreeable  country  neighbours, 
employing  your  whole  day  in  pleafure  and  profit :  but 
I  think  rnyfelf  dill  more  obliged  to  you  for  your  lad  let- 
ter, from  your  Monadic  retreat  in  the  midft  of  Ranelagh 
garden  ;  the  place  in  the  world  the  bed  calculated  for 
ferious  reflexions  upon  the  vanities  of  this  world,  and 
fhe  hopes  of  a  better.  There  you  may  enjoy  a  philo- 

fophical 
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fophical  and   religious  folitud  rrupted;  except, 

now  and  then,  by  the  rolling  of  coaches,    the 
forty  inftruments  of  mufic,  and  the  much  fhriller  l- 
of  the  tongues  of  about  two  thoufand  women.     This  is 
beingaQw/rfwx  indeed -t  and,inaddrei: 
I  will  take  care  to  mix  ru.  but  con- 

fine r  >ral  reflections.  mcc; 

of  palllon,  or  brandy,  or  both,  i 

»f  Mr. ,  whofe  ufual   tranquilliu  -.imo- 

bility  have  been  tranfported  to  the  efTes, 

of  aflault  and  battery,  even  upon  of  his  1; 

'.i,  I  really  b  .c  never  allai.  h  fo  much 

fpirii  j  and,  if  he  gets  the  i  :i  of  ma  i 

:11  rather  be  a  gai  t  ^  for  nobody  ever  thought 

it  could  !  pencd  to  him.     We  have  here  a  great 

many  great  folks,  and  a  great  many  fine  folks  :  the  for- 
mer met  in  Council,  to  confider  how  they  fhould  bed 
ferve  their  country  in  the  approaching  fellion :  th.. 
ing  their  only  view  ;  and  the  latut,  1  i  .  an  the  Ladies, 
in  the  intention  of  fervirg  the mfel vcs,  or  of  being  \\ 
right  enough  by  others.  But  all  thefc  are  dhperied,  or 
difperfing  now  ;  and,  I  believe,  I  fhall  follow  their  ex- 
ample foon,  and  take  myielf  away  from  hence  to  Lon- 
don •  I  am  too  material  a  part  of  the  bufy,  as 
well  as  of  the  VI,  to  be  longer  abfent.  But, 
whatever  lam,  and  wherever  lam,  lam,  !y, 

Sir, 
Your  very  faithful,  humble  Servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 


THE       END. 


